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A HOLT OHOST MZHISTBY. 



2C0K. it. U toTii. 3. 

THIS is iodeed a precioua outBow of Paul's pen 
OQ ths subject of a Holy Ghost ministry by 
ud throngb tho saints, both in the Churcb and 
imidst the outside world. The special endowments 
of some, such as these of Paul himself and Timothy 
(the irriters of the Epistle) are, or should be, tho more 
prominent illuntrations of these blessed features of a 
Christ-like ministry ; but they are here set forth in an 
epistle to the Khole Church because all God's children 
are likewise His servantt, and are all to be perfected 
"for the work of the minbtry, for (unto) the edifying 
of the body of Christ". (Eph. iv. 12.) Hence the 
joy and the profit with which all believers read this 
precioua passage, as well as those who are specially 
called by God as evangelists, or as pastors and teachers. 
In it there seem to be four allusions to Old Testa- 
ment subjects. The first is to that of the incejue of 
the sanctuary. This seems alluded to in 2 Cor. il 
14-17, especially in the words, " We are unto God a 
meet taoour of Christ ". The point here is the sur- 
render of oar WILL in our service to onr God. It 
points to the st*te of oni mind while eng^ed in that 
service, viz., do will of our own. We swell the 
trimnphs of Christ as we are led about by Him as 
willing captives, says Paul, at the chariot wheels of 
His onward march just as He pleases ; and thus, and 
only thos, is the savour of His knowledge (that ia, tho 
knowledge of Him) made manifest by us in every 
pitea (See verse U.) No will or planning of ours 
bakes it manifest ; nothing does but Hie will being 
done in na, and that too even to the extent of our being 



ma(!e " a savour of death unto drath " to some, as well 
as " a savour of life unto life " to others. Our self- 
pleasing human nature would like to bo always accept- 
able to men, and to be made a blessing to all to whom 
we speak. But even our Master was not ; He had to 
say of Caiiemaum, where most of His mighty works 
were done—" Thou shalt be brought down to hell ; " 
and " It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment than for thee ". Solemn and 
terrible words, and not easy for tho loving and gentle 
Lord JesuB to speak ; yet far from murmuring at His 
painful task, it is added — " At that time Jesus answered 
and said, I thank Thee, Father, Lonl of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent . . . Even so. Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight ". 

What blessed surrender of His will, because what 
submission on His part to being made a savour of 
death to these amongst whom He preached, as well as 
a savour of life. Surely tho very mind and spirit of 
Jesus in such utterances was like that incense of God's 
altar, every ingredient of which was of God's prescrib- 
ing, and the wholo of which was to be beaten " very 
small " ere it could be put " before the testimony in 
the tabemacle of the congregation," and then " it shall 
be unto you most holy ". (See Exod. xxx, 34-38.) 
And it was of this same incense-like savour to God 
that Paul and Timothy sought also to be, and endea- 
voured that the service of all their fellow-saints 
should be similarly acceptable. Their one desire was 
that they and others should be " to God a sweet savour 
of Christ," no matter which savour they were to men, 
whether of life or of death. But feeling their jirouu- 
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ness to have a choice and a will of their own in this 
matter, they cry out, " Anil who is sufficient for these 
things 1 " And well may we do the same. Surrender 
of our own will, then, is that leading element in our 
life helow which alone can make us to he like the in- 
cense of God's presence — a sweet savour to Him. 

Another Old Testament allusion is to the lamps and 
pitchers used in Gideon's victory over the Midianites. 
This is found in chap. iv. 6-15. Paul here speaks of 
" the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ " shining out hy us hecause God 
" hath shined in our hearts ". But he instantly adds that 
" this treasure is in earthen vesaeUy' which must he 
more or less hroken that the light may shine out, as 
was the case with Gideon's pitchers in his day of 
hattle. " Earthen vessels " is the Apostle's term for 
the frail bodies of God's saints as " sweet savour" had 
hcen for their surrendered wills. In God's hlessed 
service, whether in the Church or in the outside world, 
bodily strength is to he no more relied on than is any 
purpose or will of our own. The " excellency of the 
power " is to he " of God and not of us ". Hence all 
outside afiQictions are next named, such as, " trouhled 
on every side," "perplexed," ** persecuted," "cast 
down," summed up with " always hearing ahout in the 
body the dying of Jesus " (see Grk.) ; hut all this 
hreaking to pieces of the earthen vessels is only " that 
the life also of Jesus might he made manifest in our 
body/* just as Jehovah's lamps shone out from the 
sherds of Gideon's pitchers, or through the chinks of 
their shattered state. But this dealing with our 
" mortal flesh " — (see verse 11) — is very unwelcome to 
these sensitive frames of ours, which do so shrink from 
rough treatment and from suflTering. Indeed how 
little is there in our day of any such hodily sufiering 
for Christ's sake ; still less do we see a settling at the 
very outset of our gospel and church work that our 
bodies are — and are intended to be — to us only as 
" earthen vessels ; " weak at best, and the breaking of 
which shall but help us in the- heavenly work assigned 
to us to do. In chap. xii. Paul did himself recognize 
this truth in the matter of the " thorn in the flesh," 
and joyfully submitted under that bodily weakness, 
whatever it was, and said, " Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me ; " and there also he at once 
mentions " reproaches," " necessities," " persecutions," 
and " distresses for Christ's sake ". The bodily facul- 



ties and vigour, therefore, of God's servants are not 
be relied on or unduly prized ; but are to be will in; 
exposed and risked for His sake, for it was wl 
Gideon counted the pitchers so little worth that 
willingly broke them that his victory for Jehovah t 
gained. But there is one member of our bodies wh 
speciaUy "boasteth great things"; it is the tang 
(See James iii) It is that part of the " earthen vess 
which is least ready of any to suppose itself faltering 
frail, and is most unwilling of any to have its activ 
curbed and its energies subdued. The times in wh 
we live ai'e against our learning any distrusting 
powers of speech. Oratory for or against any spec 
objects is a leading feature of " man's day," whether 
its politics, its science, its morals, or itB religi 
" "With our tongues will we prevail ; our lips are < 
own ; who is lord over us 1 " — (Ps. xiL 4) — is still i 
language of man's energy and will. For us, therefc 
as God's servants to count our tongue as only an 
competent and " earthen " thing ; a thing to be silenc 
rather than indulged would be indeed a precious h 
to God's speaking by us, and would greatly tend to < 
being " vessels unto honour sanctified and meet for 1 
Master's use ". Hence speech is the special faculty a 
work of our " earthen vessels " to which Paul app] 
his teaching. Denying his body as he did, and ev( 
way curbing as well as exposing it for his Mast< 
sake, he says (v. 12) : " So then death worketh in u 
and he gladly allowed it because he could add, as a 
suit of it — " But life {i.e, spiritual life) in you ; " a 
he at once gives believing utterance — as a thing — all 
it drawn from God — as the characteristic of his serv 
in the " earthen vessel," instead of the ease and vo 
bility of the natural tongue. Here also, as in the p 
vious allusion to the " sweet savour " of incense, Chi 
Himself becomes the blessed pattern both of Pai 
service and of the service of all saints. Psalm cxvi. 
quoted — " We having the same spirit of faith, acco 
ing as it is written—* I believed, therefore have 
spoken ' ". But Ps. cxvi. is the language of Chri 
and blessedly reminds us of Him Who could say, " 
I hear, I judge " (John v. 30) ; and again, " The woi 
that I speak unto you I speak not of (or from) mysell 
(John xiv. 10.) In our Master, therefore, it v 
neither wisdom nor ability of His own by which ] 
spoke ; all His words were as if He were dumb 
Himself, and this made His tongue to be to God 
choice a member of His body as any other. This spi 
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of Clirist ifl now also in us, and is in us too as the 
''same spirit of faith," so that, as Paul says, '' We also 
bdieye, and ti erefore speak. Thus even in this 
" unruly member," our tongue, the mortal body is set 
aside and becomes like Gideon's pitcher, a broken 
thing. And if the tongue be curbed the whole body 
can be. (See James iii 2.) H. D. 

(To be eontinuid,) 



THE MINISTB7 OF WOMEN. 



THE papers that recently appeared in the Northern 
Wiiness upon the Ministry of Women, by 
A. 0. M., have evoked some correspondence which in- 
dicates the necessity for further alluding to the 
subject. 

The arguments used to favour the public ministry 
in the Gospel or otherwise, of women are commonly 
based upon Scriptures which refer to the gift of pro* 
I^iecy. But first, there is no evidence, in almost any 
instance of prophesying by women, that it was uttered 
in a public way. Miriam prophesied before the women, 
and they, not the men, went out after her; — this 
answering in some respect to Titus iL 4, where the 
''aged women" are enjoined to teach the ''younger 
women *'. 

Deborah having the mind of the Lord, pronounced 
His judgment in all matters that were brought to her ; 
bat it does not appear that she left the shade of the 
palm tree where she dwelt, only she received those 
who came to her for judgment (Judges iv. 5.) Con- 
strained by Barak she accompanied him to the battle, 
but it is not recorded that she took any prominent 
place; on the contrary, she told him it would not be 
for his honour. Nevertheless, the secret of the Lord 
bdng still with her, she instructs Barak, saying, " Up 
for this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered 
Sana into thine hand ". 

The utmost discretion seems to have been used by 
Deborah to avoid, in the most responsible position 
that perhaps God ever called a woman to occupy 
among His people, even the appearance of going 
beyond what was strictly a woman's place. 

Hannah's prophecy (1 Sam. iL) bears no evidence of 
having been uttered publicly. 

Huldah prophesied to those who were sent to her, bu 
£d not leave the place where she dwelt ; retaining thut 
the strictly private character of her ministry. (2 
ChroD. xzxiT», 22.) 



Anna, a widow of 84 years, is referred to as 
a conclusive instance of public ministry by women ; 
but there is not a shadow of evidence that she acted in 
any such ca2)acity. The Temple seems to have been 
j her continual resort, and there she had abundant 
I opportunity to speak of the Saviour whom her eyes had 
seen, to those that looked for redemption in Jeru- 
salem. 

Such could at most have been but " a little flock," 
and she would in all probability have opportunities of 
speaking to them, or conversing with them (for the 
word used does not necessarily imply publicity) as 
they came from time to time to worship ; but it is an 
unwarrantable straining of the narrative to say that all 
those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem came 
together as a congregation to be prophesied to by this 
aged widow. How strongly in contrast is the record 
of Peter's action in Acts ii. 14. 

Philip's four daughters likewise prophesied, and it 
is asserted that the way in which this is recorded 
indicates that they exercised this gift in the presence 
of Paul It may be so, and why should they not 1 
But where is the evidence that they appeared in a 
public capacity when they so prophesied 1 

When A. 0. M. asserts the temporary character of 
the gift of prophecy, he gives certain cogent reasons for 
so regarding it; but he by no means exhausts the 
Scriptural proof on the point. 

Ltt 1 Cor. xiv. 3, while it is asserted that one who 
prophesies speaks unto men "to edification, to ex- 
hortation, and to comfort," it by no means follows that 
all who speak to edification and comfort are prophesy^ 
ing. A teacher ought at all times so to speak, and yet 
teachers are carefully distinguished from prophets in 
Scripture: see Kom. xii 6-8., 1 Cor. xii. 28, Eph» 
iv. 11. 

The gift of the Evangelist is also distinct, and so also 
is that of Exhortation. 

In 1 Cor. xiii. 8, the transitory character of this 
gift i3 referred to in contrast to the abiding character 
of love. This verse cannot mean that anything which 
God has foretold would fail to be fulfilled, but rather 
that the gift of prophecy would cease, and this we 
believe did take place so soon as the written revelation 
of God concerning the dispensation of the church was 
by the pen of the Apostles completed. Consequently 
in 2 Tim. ii. 2, the Apostle instructs that the tr.i h as 
taught by him to Timothy should be committed to 
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faithful men who should be able to teach others also. 
Thus he anticipates the cessation of fresh prophetic 
revelations from God, and casts the church in time to 
come upon the truth already revealed through the 
Apostles. 

Again in 2 Peter ii. 1, there is a remarkable con- 
firmation of this, the more conclusive because quite 
incidental, " There were false prophets," that is to 
say, where there were true prophets Satan raised up 
false ones, his counterfeit of the true. Even so " there 
SHALL BE " not " false prophets," but " false teachers 
among you." Why this change of the word from 
'* prophets " to " teachers " 1 Is it not for the very 
reason we have been endeavouring to show, that in 
the future of which Peter is speaking there would be 
teachers for Satan to counterfeit, but not prophets. 

Again, it has been taught and received by most of 
those who have spiritual discernment and intelligence, 
that all the Second Epistles have a character which 
specially bears upon the latter times of the Church. 

Is it then without design that there is not a single 
allusion in any of the Second Epistles to either New 
Testament prophets or to the New Testament gift of 
prophecy 1 Neither is there in the Epistle of Jude, 
which also bears upon the latter times. 

We would note in passing that only one is ever said 
to have called herself a prophetess. (Rev. ii. 20.) 

More might be added, but surely this is enough to 
convince any who are willing to hear the Scriptures, 
that it is an utter perversion to apply Scriptures con- 
cerning the gift of prophecy to modem preaching or 
teaching. 

The prophet was one who spake as ho was moved by 
the Holy Ghost He was an instrument for the time 
being taken up and spoken through by God apart from 
his own understanding, and even in certain instances 
contrary to his own wilL God could choose whom He 
pleased, and use them as and where He pleased ; yet, 
even this mysterious gift could be abused in its 
exercise, and hence the limitations imposed upon those 
80 gifted in 1 Cor. xiv. " Let the prophets speak two 
or three." 

A dozen might be ready to utter what was in them 
by the Spirit ; but the Spirited impulse is subject to the 
LordCs ccnumamL And strange to say, it is just then 
and there that the command is given : " Let your 
women keep silence in the churches." We admit, accord- 
ing to 1 Cor. XL, that women did pray and prophesy 



in the disorderly assembly at Corinth, and takin 
them on the ground of their own practice, the Apostl 
enjoins that in the assembly the women be covered, bt 
when he comes to chap, xiv., which is one of order an 
regulation concerning the exercise of the gifts he fo 
bids the woman to speak in the assembly. 

The same applies to the women praying in tl 
assembly. To pray is the part of all, but to lead o 
asaemhhj in prayer is the part of the man, being 
public act, and therefore it is enjoined upon the ma 
in 1 Tim. ii. 8. 

This passage has been adduced in support of womc 
praying in public; the words "in like manner," : 
verse 9 being strongly built on as confirming the san 
instruction to the women as to the men. But even i 
reliable a critic as Dean Alford denies to it th 
force, and quotes the parallel passage in Titus ii. 3, 
show that the " in like manner '* is simply a copul 
tive. It is perfectly astounding to an unbiassed min 
to be confronted with such arguments upon so serioi 
a subject. 

But why confound " prophesying," w^hich may I 
private or public according to circumstances, wit 
" preaching " — which is necessarily public. The Gree 
word expressing the public act (Ktffjvaffw, Keerusso 
occurs about sixty times in the New Testament, bi 
never once ,of a woman. It is used of John, ( 
Christ, of the seventy, of the twelve Apostles, and ( 
other public ministrations in the synagogues, &c., bi 
never once in reference to the ministry of a woman. 

Priscilla is brought forward as an instance of 
woman teaching, and a correspondent asks : *' Do yc 
think any orthodox brother would speak of a man an 
his wife instructing some eminent teacher lilj 
ApoUos, in these days without a sort of sneerl " Wh 
should we have the slightest hesitation in referring 1 
the blessed instruction often received from gifted sistei 
in Christ, at whose feet in private, the servants < 
Christ less experienced, but called to public ministr; 
have often sat t Far be it from us to disown or I 
ashamed of such help, but if the same gifted sisti 
forsake her God-appointed sphere to harangue from 
platform a promiscuous public assembly, we certain! 
would feel ashamed to allude to a freak so un woman 1 
and so contrary to all scriptural precedent. 

It is pleaded that God is pleased oftentimes to ste 
out of His way, and to take up the weak things to us 
them for His gloiy, and that in this way God has i 
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these days used the ministry of women. One corre- 
spondent alludes to an instance in which a sister who 
was accustomed puhlicly to preach the Gospel, was ex- 
cluded from fellowship for so doing, whilst seven of 
those converted through her ministry were received. 
We should like to know u])on what scriptural autho- 
rity such an one was excluded. We do not dispute 
the fact that God has blessed his Word through the 
public ministrations of women. But that can no more 
be pleaded as a divine sanction of their action, than 
the fact that the water flowed from the smitten rock 
can be pleaded as divine sanction to the smiting of 
it by Moses « God's grace would not stint the bless- 
ing, thongh the instrument used must needs come 
under the chastening hand of God. 

We forbear to allude to circumstances well known 
which too ti'uly bear witness to the reality of the 
analogy here. 

A sister writes to us her experience step by 

step, first visiting in cottages in a dark country 

district, then neighbours being gathered in to hear, 

&C., &c. With this we have the deepest sympathy, 

and believe that visitation in the homes of the poor is 

a sphere where women's ministry is specially calculated 

to be fruitful. But the moment she steps from beneath 

the roof of a home to the platform of a public place 

of assembly, she leaves the private sphere and enters 

upon the public; in our humble judgment gathered 

from scripture as a whole, she leaves the woman's 

sphere and enters upon the office of the man. 

A correspondent writes : *' No doubt it is painful 
to see a woman striving to minister in any way for 
which she is unfitted ; on the other hand, it is painful 
to see man striving to reduce her to the condition of 
in oriental female slave." 

We fail to see in any part of A. 0. M.'s paper even 
an approximation to such a depreciation of female 
character. We maintain that her sphere is '*at 
home," and in private life, and in so doing are bestow- 
ing the highest honour upon the weaker vessel, assign- 
ing to her the place the Scripture gives her. 

Wc do not dispute that an occasional overleaping of 
what is normal may be recorded in Scripture, or might 
even be justifiable yet. Witness the ejaculation of 
the woman in Luke xi. 27, or the declaration of 
another in Lnke viiL 47, but to adduce these in sup- 
port of the theory that woman may minister publicly 
with as much propriety as man is only to show how 
little there is in scripture to support such a doctrine. 



Another remark in the correspondence received we 
would not pass without notice ; " If the Lord gives 
talents to women which He will not require at their 
hands, then it is a very easy thing for us to sit down 
quietly and bury them up." 

God forbid that avi/ God-given talent should be 
buried, but surely it is one thing to bury a talent and 
another thing to use it diligently within the sphere 
which God himself has appointed. To overstep the 
Divine limit may secure larger apparent results, but 
the day will declare whether it had the Master's 
approval. 

** Help those women which laboured with me in the 
Gospel " (Phil. iv. 8), is quoted as favouring the public 
preaching of women. 

But whilst it is said they laboured with Paul in the 
gospel — an expression that may cover many kinds of 
help — the Apostle carefully avoids stating that any of 
his female helpers ever ** preached " the Gospel ; and 
in his summing up of women's ministry in 1 Tim. v. 
10, how comes it that he omits all notice of public 
ministry, and only alludes to home and private ser- 
vice, if it bo true that God would have women as well 
as men publicly to preach the gospel 1 

Again, we ask, has it no weight with the advocates 
of female preaching that the Lord chose only men to be 
His witnesses ? 

Some have replied : "He chose women to tell his 
disciples of His resurrection." Truly He did ; but is it 
honest inquiry after truth that allows no distinction 
between a message sent by the Lord in person to a few 
of his disciples all personally known and loved by the 
messengers, and the public preaching of the Gospel 
or ministry of the Word to a promiscuous and unknown 
audience 1 

We desire to write in no censorious spirit, nor 
would we willingly cause a needless wound, but we do 
desire that this subject may bo looked at honestly and 
in the light of the Word of God alone. 

One of the world's ungodly themes in these last 
days is "Women's Eights." Under the pretext of 
honouring the woman, and placing her upon an 
equality with the man, " rights " are claimed for her 
which the order of nature has not allotted to her. Let 
us take heed lest the leaven which is working in the 
world around be permitted to do its deadly work 
within the assemblies of the saints, 

J. E. C. 
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NOTES ON THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 

BY W. LINCOLN. 
PartIL Dialogue IIL, from chap. v. 2. to vi. 12. 



ACCORDINGLY, she proceeds to declare His 
preciousness in detail in twelve particulars. And, 
first, He is the Lamb once slain ; (2) He is God ; (3) 
He is man ; (4) He is full of tender compassion ; (5) 
divine excellency and glory beam from His face ; (6) 
words of grace flow from His lips ; (7) His body, like 
Jehovah's temple of old, is of dazzling whiteness ; (8) 
His hands grasp firmly all His saints ; (9) omnipotence ; 
(10) majesty ; (11) grace; and (12) loveliness dwell in 
all their plenitude in Him. Let us ponder for a while 
this her enraptured, yet accurately measured, language 
concerning Him ! 

He is white or spotless ; yet is He ruddy, for He was 
slain for us. All the types of old, as, indeed, all 
Scriptures, testify that it was essential that He, on 
whom our sins were laid, should Himself be without 
blemish. Yet His purity would simply have terrified 
us, had not His precious blood-shedding fully met our 
deepest need ! But now, what is it that in Him first 
attracts our hearts? Surely His blood so precious, 
which can, does, and, when we believe in Him, has put 
away all our sins, and made even us too '* clean every 
whit ". ^£ost aptly, therefore, is this view of Him as 
the Lamb of God placed in the forefront of the Bride's 
account. For thus, at leisure from sin and from self, 
we can gaze on Him uninterruptedly, and our medita- 
tion of Him must then be sweet Besides which, the 
Lamb is His bridal name. (See Rev. xix. 7.) And it is as 
the Lamb He figures throughout the book of the 
Revelation, wherein He is seen putting everything 
right in heaven and in earth, and establishing all 
therein on a redemption basis. Nay more, once He has 
taken the book or title-deeds of earth's inheritance, the 
throne divine is continually spoken of as " the throne 
of God and of the Lamb " ! Thus is 'He the chief I ! ! 
Not only is He the one sole Archangel seen in Scripture ; 
but He is the Head of the body, the Church : who is 
the beginning of the Firstborn from the dead ; yea, in 
all things the pre-eminent One. 

Secondly : ** His head is as the most fine gold ". In 
the Tabernacle and Temple of old, gold abounded in the 
holy and in the most holy place, even albeit copper was 
seen in the outer court. The latter metal denoted the 
dealings of God as to sin ; but the former, the gold, 



the perfections of Ood, and the blood seen as in the 

light thereof, when the question of sin had been settled 

"The Head of Christ is God." " In Him there d welletl 

all the fulness of the Godhead, bodily." Everything 

depends on this as the foundation truth. If the Churcl 

is being built on Him, it is secure against the gates o: 

Hades. For He is the Son of the living Grod ! Doei 

" ELis blood cleanse us from all sin " 1 Oh, mark tb 

wherefore of this ! It is the blood of Jesus, His Son 

which effects the cleansing. Again, is our High Pries 

such a great one 1 Who is He 1 ** Jesus, the Son o 

God." (Hob. iv. 14.) What constitutes the extrem 

greatness of the guilt of the rejectors of God's salvation 

" They crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh " 

'* they tread under foot the Son of God ". (Hebrew 

vi. and x.) In fine, herein was the love of Go 

quite manifested : ** He gave His only begotten Son " 

" He spared not His own Son " ; " He sent His So; 

the propitiation for our sins". Our life of fait 

should be, the Son of God loved me, and gave Himsel 

for me. And yet^ easily as we can utter this wor 

about Him, how little do we know of His infinit 

greatne8& Well may we be asked, "What is Hi 

name, and what is His Son's name, if thou canst tell 1 

(Proverbs xxx.) 

Yet thirdly : '' His locks are bushy and black as 
raven ". Remarkably in the book of the Revelatio 
this particular in the description of Him is quite variet 
For there we read of the same wondrous One that " H 
head and ELis hairs were white like wool, as white t 
snow ". There the inspired seer's object is to identii 
Him as well with the Ancient of days * of Daniel vii 
to whom the Son of man came, as with the Son of ma 
Himself, to whom all judgment being committed, He 
beheld walking with measured si. ps in the midst of tl 
Churches, and judging thereby each one's several d 
parture from Himself, their one and on ly Centre. Ther 
as Daniel almost explains by the term 'Ancient < 
days,' is a glance at His eternal existence ; here, on tl 
other hand, we have an allusion to His youth < 
vigorous manhood. In Micah v. 2 these two lines < 
truth are combined. For there we are taught that I 
who was bom in Bethlehem, at a given period in tim 
had been coming forth from God from of old, fro 
everlasting. And thus is He t?ie Son^ — not only < 
chiefly because He was bom into the world; bi 
conversely, because He is the Son, therefore was I 

* See my Leeturesjm the BtviUUUm, Vol, I., p. 89. 
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bom into the world. The same Sunbeam that 
presently touches the earth, previously comes forth from 
the Sun, whilst the Beam and the Sun are of the same 
nature ; for God is light : and whilst as soon as ever 
the Sun exists, so does the Beam, yet it is the Beam 
from the Sun whereby the earth is made glad.* 

The hair falling o£f and its colour changing to grey 
are, as we know, among the earliest signs of decaying 
manhood. But there was no decay in Him—no, not of 
His manhood. The word * mortal ' has two significa- 
tions. One meaning is, 'that mat die'; the other, 
' that miut die '. In the one sen^e, He was mortal ; but 
not in the other. He took humanity that He might be 
able to die when He pleased ; but no one took His life 
from Him: He laid it down of Himself. At the 
bottom of the temple He would have been as unharmed 
as on the pinnacle. Satan's temptation of Christ was 
to magnify Himself in the casting Himself down. But 
Christ would keep His servant-form. So, too, He would 
have been unhurt at the foot of the hill of Nazareth as 
sorely as Adam would have been ere sentence of death 
had passed upon him — aye, and more so ; for Adam was 
only innocent, but Christ's humanity was holy. He 
took human nature indeed, but His was holy human 
natore. Behold th^ amazing difference between His 
homanity and thine. H you touch a leper, you youi'self 
are made leprous ; when He touched the leper, 
instantly the leprosy was gone. He died when God's 
time was come. And just ere He died. He cric^ with 
a loud Yoice, that it might be evident that His strength 
vras unexhausted. Then, of His own accord, ''He 
delivered up ^ His spirit. (John xix. 30.; f 

Fourthly : " His eyes are the eyes of doves by the 
rivets of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set ". This 
comparison seems to allude to the habit of doves, who 
drink without lifting up their head or their eye, until 
they have finished drinking. He has once for all set 

* Thii cm of the Holy Ghost in this passage in Micah v.» in 
ioofting on the glory of Christ whilst recounting His grace in 
becoming man, is most noteworthy. The like can easily be 
olaenred in many other Scriptures. Thus the sin-offering Ib 
^ken of as '* most holy ". (Lev. yL 25.) If Peter declares 
^ Christ is God's elect, yet is there no arbitrariness in this 
ihiokt of W|m_ Ko ; Christ is precious, as quickly it is added. 
(1 Peter ii) 

fit had better be here mentioned that there is no warrant for 
the word " escape " used of the Lord in the authorised version of 
John X. 29. "He escaped out of their hand," is as faulty a 
fcsdering from the Greek, as it suggests bad doctrine. The word 
ii ampljf '* H«-4^P>u^ ouX of their hand ". 



His love upon us : therefore will He never take His eye 
off from us. This fact is largely brouglit before us in 
the first book of Psalms, which closes with the forty- 
first Psalm. Hence we read in Psalm xi. : '' His 
countenance doth behold the upright *\ Psalm xxxL : 
" Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid 
up for them that fear Thee. . . . Thou shalt hide them 
in the secret of Tliy presence." Psalm xxxii. : " I will 
guide thee with Mine eye ". Psalm xxxiiL : " The 
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon them 
that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from 
death, and to keep them alive in famine ". Psalm 
xxxiv. : " The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous ". 
And most appropriately with this line of truth the 
xlist Psalm ends with the words, " Thou settest me 
before Thy face for ever " ! 

Now, that we are to identify Jehovah here with the 
Lord Jesus can be shown from the Gospel of John. 
For there, speaking of Nathaniel who was coming to 
Him, Christ says, in allusion to Psalm xxxiL, ** Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile ". Whence it 
may safely be inferred that Nathaniel had previously 
been confessing his sins. For unquestionably there is 
no way of being without guile than by the way of self- 
judgment and then of confession unto God. But 
Nathaniel, amazed at finding that he was in the presence 
of One who was aware of what had been passing in his 
soul, the Lord Jesus, still applying the lesson so often 
inculcated in that said book of Psalms, assures him that 
" before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig tree, I saw thee ''. His eyes had been fixed upon 
the righteous man, even upon " him that hoped in His 
mercy ". 

And He is the same to-day ! On yon mountain brow 
He is engaged in intercession for the good of His 
people, who, like those in that frail bark, are tossed 
with the winds and the billows of temptation, and who 
find that all here is adverse to them. But note what 
especially adds fervour to His plea. There is added 
here in the Gospel of Mark, that is, the Gospel of the 
Servant, an exquisite little touch. " He saw them 
toiling in rowing." And in this way we obtain a most 
consoling thought, not only as to His present inter- 
cession availing for us ; but also as to where, at this 
very moment His eye and His heart are. For where His 
treasure is, there are His eyes and His heart also. 
That large part of His Church which has safely reached 
the haven, requires not this His constant, unwearied 
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outlook. But we who are still struggling and fighting, 
we do well to remember Whose eye of tender love is 
rivetted upon us. (See 2 Chyon. xvi. 9.) Soldiers 
are wont to fight more bravely when they perceive their 
Captain's eye to be fixed upon them. The heart of the 
most timid child is reassured in the presence of 
evident danger, as such an one realises that his parent's 
eye is following him. And presently we shall see this 
gracious See-er ; see Him, too, " as He is ". 

(To he continued,) 



FROM EQTPT TO OANAAN. 



Chapteb I. 
INTRODUCrriON-THE TYPES OF SCRIPTURK 

A beloved sister in Christ, who a few years ago 
departed to be with Him, had written along the 
margin of her well-read Bible the following two lines — 

" In the Old Testament the New lies hid, 
In the New Testament the Old lies open." 

This testimony to the value of Old Testament type 
and teaching is most blessedly true, and a shorter or 
simpler witness I have never seen. 

Many now-a-days look on the Books of the Old 
Testament as only useful for a byegone age, and their 
biographies, histories, and sacrifices, as of little value 
to us now. This is surely evil, and the believer who 
thinks so, will be, in his soul, a great loser. Others 
believe in their value, but find difficulty in unlocking 
their treasures, and so leave them unexplored. This 
too, is failure, for the Word of God is itself the key, 
it explains itself. 

" God is His own interpreter, 
And He can make it plain.** 

Christ is the key of all the types ; they point onward 
to Him. And where He is known and loved in the 
heart, where His person is the object of the affections, 
it will not be hard to see Him, under a veil, in the types. 
"Love is quicksighted," and can see beauties in its 
object, where other eyes may see none. So with the 
types, love to Christ, true heart-longings after Him, are 
the best qualification for the understanding of them. 

The Books of Moses, viz., Genesis, Exodus, Leviti- 
cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy abound in typical 
teaching. 

To the Christian reader, they are mines of untold 
wealth, for they speak of Christ, and " in Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the God-head bodily". (Col. il 9.) 



Whoever, therefore, esteems lightly, or passes care- 
lessly, over these parts of holy Scripture, cannot do sc 
without losing much that would be of real value to his 
soul, for it is written, "All Scripture is given bj 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, foi 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" 
(2 Tim. iiL17.) And again — " The things that wen 
written aforetime were written for our learning, tha 
we through patience and comfort of the Scripturei 
might have hope ". (Rom. xv. 3.) 

These Books may be compared to a great pictur 
gallery, in which the Christ of the New Testament i 
seen, in all the varied glories of His person and aspect 
of His work, as Redeemer, Sacrifice, and Priest. N< 
single type could have told out all His worth, therefor 
there are many, and even then, the "half hath not beei 
told". To know all that Jesus is, the depth of Hi 
love, the glory of His person, yet remains for a futur 
day — for what we know not now, we shall know hen 
after, when we see Him as He is. Meanwhile, may w 
hfive understandings opened and hearts engaged, whil 
we seek to look at these types written by Moses, an 
pointing onward to a coming Christ. 

Seeing Jesus thus, we shall sec ourselves also, for \i 
arc one with Him. Some of the types speak therefoi 
of the believer. They shew salvation, as well as tl 
Saviour, deliverance, as wAl as the Deliverer. C 
course we have now a clearer light and a fuller test 
moiiy. Jesus has been here Himself, and the gloi 

has been seen in Him without a veil The onl^ 

• 

begotten Son from the bosom of the Father has bee 
on earth Himself, and we can trace his footsteps aloi 
the pages of the four Gospels, from Bethlehem 1 
Calvary, and back again to Heaven. Divine justice hi 
now been satisfied, and divine love revealed to tl 
fullest in the cross of Christ; things that found i 
full expression in the typea The cross is tha grar 
witness that " God is light " and " God is love". 

An old writer has said of the types, that in the 
" God was taking His Christ and shewing Him 
parts," hence their value. They shew One Christ, b 
in His varied glories. Take, for example, the offering 
They shew the one offering of Jesus Christ, in its mai 
hues, as burnt-offering, meat-offering, peace-otferir 
sin-offering, and trespass-offering. So also in the oth 
types, each proclaiming, in their measure, the worth 
Jesus. 

Genesis opens these wonders. There we ha 
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Christ tjrpically seen, in the coats of skin prepared hy 
the Lord God for the guilty Adam and Eve ; in Abel's 
Iamb ; in Noah's burntoflfering ; and Abraham's ram 
on Mount Moriah. Isaac in the father's house waitin^^ 

o 

for his bride to be brought home, Jacob tolling for 
Rachel, and Joseph rejected by his brethren, all speak 
of Him ; while the creation and the ark, with Noah 
and his family within, show the application of Christ's 
work to the believing soul. 

ExoDXTS is another field. It opens with the picture 
of Israel in Egyptian bondage ; it shews their occupa- 
tion and their master. It goes on to speak of their 
redemption, deliverance, and departure from Egypt, 
their separation to God in the wilderness, their meat 
and drink, songs and murmurings, conflicts and 
Tictoriee there. All this is a living parable of the 
journey of the believer home to God. 

LxviTicuB gives their worship and their priest. 

Numbers their wanderings in the desert and the 
bilures of the way. 

Deuteronomt gives counsel for Canaan, and Joshua 
the actual possession of the land. 

Saints in all ages have found much to comfort 
tnd edify them in these Scriptures, and the young 
believer is instinctively drawn to their study (if 
Bot turned aside by man), even before he can 
give a reason for applying them to himself at all. 
He feels that they describe his own case and tell 
the story of what goes on in the kingdom of God 
vithin his own souL But in 1st Cor. x. 11, we have a 
divine warrant for so using this part of the Holy 
Scripture, for it is written, " All these things happened 
unto them for ensamples (margin or types), and they 
lie written for ovr admonition upon whom the ends 
of the world are come ". 

To this eventful history, the young believer is 
directed in the following short papers. They are 
written with a desire to help such in the searching of 
the Word of God. Let the reader take his Bible and 
read prayerfully each chapter as we proceed. The jour- 
ney is a wonderful one, and, unlike human biography, it 
•hows the dark as well as the bright side, the blunders 
•a well as the victories of this ransomed people, and 
what the Christians' path 19, as well as what it ought to 

Hay God be glorified, and the souls of both the writer 
tnd reader be blessed in the study of this wondrous 
tala; this diTinelj told *• Pilgrim's Progress". 



Chapter II. 
EGYPT— THE WILDERNESS-CANAAN. 

There are three positions in which the Children of 
Israel are presented to us in the Scriptures, which we 
do well here to notice — 
I. In Egypt. 
II. In the Wilderness. 

III. In Canaan. 

Israel in Egypt. — Under the shelter of the blood 
on the lintel, secure from judgment and at peace with 
God, they fear not the destroying angel's sword, but 
are seen, within their houses, calmly feasting on the 
flesh of the lamb, roast with fire; and with girded 
loins, shoes on their feet, and staff in hand, they wait 
the summons to depart from Egypt. 

This shows the Christian in the midst of a con* 
demned world, sheltered by the blood of Christ, and 
delivered from wrath to come. In the midst of judg- 
ment he is not condemned, for to him judgment is 
past. The blood of the Lamb, which covers him, is the 
answer to all the claims of justice, and, with him, it has 
no further question. He is at peace with God through 
the blood of the Cross and, in the enjoyment of this 
peace, is seen feasting on the Lamb slain — the type of 
a suffering Christ — with bitter herbs ; and, in pilgrim 
garb, standing on the tip-toe of expectation, waiting for 
the hour when the Lord shall come — the morning 
dawn that shall summon him from earth to heaven. 
Meantime, he is in the world, but not of it. The blood 
on the lintel is between him and the Egyptians without, 
and he has express command not to go out of the door 
of his house until the morning. (Exod. xii. 22.) The 
Christian is separated from the world by the blood of 
Christ, and has nothing in common with it, neither 
does he occupy his time reforming doomed Egypt. To 
him it is the valley of the shadow of de^ith, the place 
where his Lord was murdered, and out of which he 
shall soon depart Maranatha I 

In Egypt the Israelite is sheltered, feasting, waiting. 
In th3 world the believer has salvation, communion, 
hope. The first epistle of the Thessalonians speaks 
of the believer thus, and provides counsel for his con< 
duct. 

Israel in the Wilderness. — Here we see this ran- 
somed people taken out of Egypt, and in separation to 
God; a peculiar treasure to Himself. The Bed Sea 
had opened to let them escape out of Pharaoh's hand, 
and underneath its fiood^ Pharaoh and all the strength 
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of Egypt lie sank to rise no more. It rolls, as a barrier, 
between them and Egypt, separating them from the 
scene of their slavery and idolatry for ever. They are 
a separated people, dwelling alone, not reckoned among 
the nations. God is their guide —the pillar of cloud 
hovers above them to guide the way ; they are fed by 
God's manna, daily falling from heaven ; they drink of 
His water, flowing from the smitten rock ; they walk in 
His light, and fight under His banner. Egypt is 
behind them, Canaan he/ore them, God with them. 

This shows the believer, delivered from this present 
evil world by the Cross and grace of Christ (Gal. L 3) ; 
dead and buried to the world (CoL iL 12) ; and now, a 
stranger and pilgrim here (1 Pet. ii. 11), his eye looking 
forward to a better, even a heavenly country. 

" The cords that bound his heart to earth, 
Were loosed by Jesus'' hand. 
Before the Cross ho now is left 
A siranger in the land." 

This world, to the Christian, is a dreary wilderness ; 
nothing can be found under the sun, to attract his eye 
and satisfy his heart ; he looks onward to the rest be- 
yond. The manna falls from heaven — he feeds upon 
a humbled Christ, who once trod the same path as his 
feet are now treading. He sees, in the four Gospels, the 
path of the heavenly Stranger, who left an example 
that we should follow in His steps. 

With the government of the nations around, he has 
nothing to do ; but, as his Lord before him, he WBlks 
quietly along the King's highway ; rendering to Csesar 
the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 
are God's. His Father's eye is over him, and he walks 
looking up. All his springs are in God, and on Him 
he depends for the daily supply of all his need. It is 
a walk of faith, and consequently of trial and often of 
failure. Here it is, the bitter waters of Marah are 
found and tasted; and immediately followed by the 
sweet waters and palm trees of Elim. Here Amalek 
comes out to fight against, and Balaam to curse, the 
pilgrim host ; but God is with them now, as He had 
been for them at the Red Sea, and so their enemies 
are all defeated — '' for God is stronger than His foes ". 

The wilderness is to the believer " The School of 
God ". There he experimentally learns his own worth- 
lessness and weakness, and proves the grace and power 
of a present God. He knows not only in theory, but 
in painful experience, that in his flesh dwelleth no good 
thing; for it has had opportunity of showing its true 



character and has done so, making him distrust . 
ever, and have " no confidence in the flesh " (Phil, i 
Here, too, " the God of all Grace " has been p 
enough for every emergency ; restoring him whi 
fell, in weakness his Strength, in battle his Deli 
his storehouse and his bam at every step of the ¥ 

Sweet as it is to hear tlie young convert sij 
" Sins forgiven " and •' Salvation received," as he s 
on the^r^ step of the wilderness, with exulting 
and beaming eye, as Israel stood and sung their 
of deliverance on the shores of the Red Sea, 1 1 
it is even a grander sight to see the aged pilgrim 
ing on his staff, with the long dreary wilderness b< 
him; all the life-long discipline, the ups and d( 
the failures and restorations past. And as he s 
on the last step to hear him exclaim, as Caleb c 
" And now behold the Lord hath kept me alive c 
said these forty and five years, ... as yet 
as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses 
me, as my strength was then, even so is my stn 
now for war, both to go out and come in " (Josh. 
10, 11), he has knowti himself, and proved God 1 
all His word had said ; and this is experience. Si 
beloved, when we stand in His light, and look 
over all the rugged road the Lord our God hath le 
delivering, upholding, and restraining us, when 
wandering feet had well nigh slipped; when w 
how near the edge of the precipice we had some 
wandered, and were kept back by His hand —we i 
with adoring hearts, proclaim, *'' My Jesua hath doi 
things well ". 

The 28rd Psalm is the wilderness song of one 
is proving the Lord his Shepherd on the journey 1: 
There the pilgrim is seen with the Cross (Psa. : 
behind him, the glory (Psa. xxiv.) before him, ani 
Shepherd (Psa. xxiiL) with him. Although 1 
treading the "valley of the shadow of death" 
enemies all around, yet he fears no evil ; for the i 
herd is by his side, and His rod, His staff. His X 
His guiding eye, are all engaged for the pilgrim, 
he reaches ''the House of the Lord," his everla 
home. 

Dear young believer, do you find this world a d 
wilderness 1 Do you feel you are walking throi 
foreign land, where nothing can satisfy your hea 
attract your eye 1 At every step Satan and your 
heart will seek to allure you into some bye-pall 
bring to your lemembrai^ce Egypt's pleasures you 
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left behind Look up, Christ at the right hand of God 
is /w you, and He can bring you through. Fix your 
eye on Him and go forward. Soon shall you reach the 
Father's House, and receive a hearty welcome there. 

** There do stranger God shall meet thee, 
Stranger thou in courts above ; 
He who to His rest shall greet thee, 
Greets thee with a well known love." 

The epistles to the Philippians, Hebrews, and the 
first epistle of Peter, look at the believer as in the 
wildemess, and heaven as beyond. 

IsBAEL IS Canaan. — Their feet standing on the 
Land flowing with milk and honey. Jordan is crossed, 
the wilderness is past, and Egypt far behind them. 
They stand sword in hand, a nation of warriors, fighting 
and routing out the Canaanites, taking possession of 
the land of which God had said — " every place that 
the sole of your foot shall tread upon that have I given 
you." (Joa L 3.) Their's is no idle life, no " rest of 
faith," but onward is the watchword, led by the 
Captain of the Lord's host from victory unto victory. 
This shews the believer as already dead, buried, risen, 
and seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Kot so 
much looking forward to heaven at the end of the 
journey, but already there; and blessed with "all 
spiritual blessings in Christ". (Eph. L 3.) The 
epistle to the Ephesians has been called " the believer's 
Canaan." There the expression *^ heavenly places*^ 
occars, and the believer is seen already there in 
Christ Heaven, not earth, is the place of his inherit- 
ance and blessing. Christ is there, and the believer is 
one with Him. He is partaker of heavenly calling 
(Heb. iii 1), his citizenship is heavenly (PhiL iii 20), 
his inheritance heavenly, and where his treasure is there 
will his heart be alsa Canaan is not a type of that 
which the believer enters, when he departs to be with 
Christ, there he shall be at rest ; but in Canaan he 
handles the sword and shield. So in Ephesians, in 
Chapter VI. he is seen in conflict with wicked spirits, 
who would dispute his right, and seek to hinder his 
enjoyment of the inheritance — hence the conflict. He 
stands clad in the armour of God, like a warrior in the 
day of batUe ; and if he abides *' strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might " he shall overcome. 
The old com of the land is his daily food, for if the 
believer feed not on Christ risen, he will have no 
strength for the battle. This warfare is no ** Child's 
play," Imt a down-right contest with the devil, and the 



believer who knows most of his place and portion i 
Christ, will find it the hottest. 

We are at once in Egypt, the Wilderness, and 
Canaan. 

As a matter of fact we are in the world, it liei 
around us under judgment. 

We shall leave it finally when the morning dawns 
at the coming of the Lord. 

As to experience, we are in the wilderness, children 
at school, under the Father's discipline, and this too is 
a life-long lesson ; and shall only be perfected at the 
Lord's coming for us, or our going to be with Him. 

As to posiiion, we are in Canaan, for while the world 
is around us, and the flesh within us, in Christ we are 
fai' above both, and our standing is in Him. There we 
encounter the devil, and our conflict with Him will only 
end when, at the coming of the Lord, he is cast out of 
the heavens (Rev. xii. 9), and bruised beneath our feet 
(Rom. xvi. 20). Praise the Lord, He says it shall be 

shortly ", Till then my brother — 

'* Gird on thine armour, faee the weaponed foes, 
Deal with the sword of heaven the deadly blows-* 
Onward — still onward in the fight divine, 
Slack not the conflict till the field be thine." 

J. R. 



CI 



"AS" AND "SO". 



ONE has well said that " God's Word is like His 
creation- work. The minutest and closest search- 
ing of it only shews new beauties, and teaches new 
lessons." His words, like His works, are " sought out 
of all them that have pleasure therein." (Ps. cxL 2.) 
" Every woi'd of God is pure." 

I would dwell for a little on the force of the seem- 
ingly insignificant words at the head of this paper, as 
brought before us in a few passages of the Word of 
God, praying that He, by His Spirit, may use them for 
comfort and edification to His children. 

Let us commence with one that puts man down in 
the very dust before God. "AS by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and SO 
death passed upon all men in whom (margin) all have 
sinned." (Rom. v. 12.) Here we see, by a Divine con- 
stitution, every son and daughter of Adam brought in 
guilty before God. Not now by their works (that the 
apostle has already proved in Chap. L 18 to iii. 19), 
but by nature, because of their union witii him who 
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sinned. The language is plain and unmistakeable — 
'' in tchom all have sinned". All stood in him, so that 
God saw, not the awful consequences of his transgres- 
sion coming down on the head of erne man, but on the 
whole human race ; not merely on the head, hut on all 
the members. Being united to him, it was equitable 
for the curse and condemnation of his folly to fall upon 
them. " AS by one, sin . . . and death ; SO 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." 
Mark the force of those two little words : the " SO " 
is charged and burthened with the full weight of the 
" AS " ; it is its equivalent ; it has the same import 
and meaning, bringing in upon every son and daughter 
of Adam all that his transgression entailed upon him- 
self. And what are the consequences ? Let Eom. i., 
ii.y iiL, supply the answer: and add to this fearful 
catalogue, that eternal death, which must be the portion 
of those who shall be found only in the old Adam 
standing ; of all, except those who, through rich, 
wondrous grace, are delivered from this place of con- 
demnation and death, aud^ who are, through the work 
of '* the last Adam/' brought into the new creation of 
God. 

For it is a new creation. Over this scene of dark- 
ness, confusion, and death, the Spirit of God again 
brooded, as He did over the first creation. (Gen. i. 2.) 
Then Christ was the worker^ for we read, " all things 
were made by Ilini, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made". (John i. 2.) And, again, *'all 
things were created by Him, and for Him". (Cor. i. 16.) 
And as it was by Him God " made the worlds " ; as 
He was the One to form and fashion the first creation, 
so, now. He is again to be the mighty worker ; but 0, 
what a vast diiference in the mannei" of working. 
Then, " By the Word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, and all the host of them by tJie breath of His 
mouth. For He spake, and it was done ; He com- 
manded, and it stood fast. (Ps. xxxiii. 6, 9.) 

** 'Twas great to speak a world from naught, 
*Twas greater to redeem." 

For creation cost but the breath of His lips, but 
redemption could only be accomplished by the Son's 
incarnation and obedience " unto death," even the 

death of the cross." 

" Forasmuch then AS the children were partakers of 
flesh and blood. He al-SO Himself likewise took part 
of the same that, through death, He might destroy 
hi m that had the power of death that is the devil, 



and deliver them (the children whom the Father had 
given Him), who, through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage." (Heb. ii. 14, 15.) "AS 
it is appointed unto men once to die. . . . SO 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of manv." 
Heb. ix. 26, 28.) Such was the work the Father 
gave Him to do : such >vas the cup He gave Him 
to drink. And, 0, was it not willing, joyous, 
loving service to Him] Indeed it was. There- 
fore we find Him telling His disciples, after that 
last passover, that He so desired to eat with them 
before He sufiered. After He had spread for them 
that^ table to show forth, in the broken bread and 
poured out wine, His bruised body and His shed blood, 
with the dire agonies of Gethsemane and the dreadful 
sufferings of Golgotha fully in view, or, as one has 
very touchingly put it, " in the immediate precincts 
of the cross of Calvary," then, at that very time, 
He could, and did say, "AS my Father gave Me 
commandment, even SO I do. (John xiv. 31.) 
That "AS" is laden and charged with His whole 
work ; the " SO " is again its equivalent. It means 
nothing short of tlie accomplishment of every- 
thing that the Father required of the Son. To come 
down here in obedience to His command (Heb. x. 9) : 
to finish His work (Jno. iv. 34) : to lay down His 
life (Jno. X. 17, 18) : to give eternal life to as many 
as the Father had given Him (Jno. xvii. 2) : and to 
raise them up at the last day (Jno. vi. 38 to 40). 

On the cross " it is finished " testified to the com- 
pleteness of that obedience even unto death. And 
there we behold the end of our old Adam standing ; 
there it met its doom ; there in the person of His own 
spotless Son, God '^ condemned sin in the flesh.*' 
(Rom. viii. 3.) " Our old man was crucified with 
Christ, that the body of sin might be destroyed." 
(Rom. vL 6.) So, through the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our standing in the first Adam, as well 
as all the responsibilities attaching to it, have, in the 
counsels of God, passed away for ever. 

Now, turn to John v. 21. " AS (hke as) the Father 
raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth " (ihem is not in 
the original). The Lord here speaks of His own death 
and resurrection. Now, what follows] — "Even SO 
the Son quickeneth whom He will." These are the 
" greater works " that He speaks of in the 20th Vv.rse. 
"We are quickened in the grave of Christ ; " begotten," 
says Peter, " by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
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the dead." (1 Pet. L 3.) Or, as Paul puts it, " Like 
AS Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even SO wo also should walk in newness of 
Ufe," or " a new life." Mark again the force of those 
two little words. We are made partakers of the 
Divine nature ; His life is ours. " Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over Him. SO," (see Greek) adds the 
apostle, " reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(Rom. vi. 9, 11.) We are then "a new creation" in 
Christ Jesus ; " old things are passed away ; behold 
all things are become new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) And not 
only so, we have not only been " quickened together," 
and " raised together," but also made to ** sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." (£ph. iL 5, 6.) 
"AS He is, SO are we in this world. (1 John iv. 17.) 
Here these words come out in bold relief again. The 
** SO " is fraught with all the weight and deep mean- 
ing of the " AS". 0, to think that God sees us and 
loves U8 as His Own Son, To know that we are 
" holy and without blame before Him in love." (Eph. 
L 4.) Not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." 
(Eph. v. 27.) 

In connection with this, look at a passage in '^ the 
Lord's Prayer," in the xvii. of John. Aiter the 
precious words of verses 9 and 10, He adds, " And 
now / am no more in the world, but these are in tEe 
world." As if he would say, I have now "finished the 
work which Thou gavest Me to do," and I am going 
back to " the glory which I had with Thee before the 
world was " ; but these. Thy gift to Me, the purchase of 
My blood, who are by and bye to share My glory with 
Myself ; these, who " are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world," are to be left behind. Now, 
Father, take pleasure in them, as Thou didst in Me ; 
let Thy joy be in them, as it was in Me ; delight in 
them, as Thou didst in Me, for they are as near and as 
dear to Thee as I am ; " Thou lovedst them even as 
Thou lovedst Me," (ver. 23 Alford's translation) for I 
am " in them." (Verse. 26.) " AS He is, SO are we 
m this world" 

** Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee 1 
O height, depth of love ! 
Once slain for us upon the tree, 
We're one with Thee above. 



Ascended now in glory bright, 

Still one with us Thou art ; 
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height, 

Thy saints and Thee can part" 

Mighty transaction ! wondrous deliverance ! glorious 
salvation ! How it should constrain us while here 
below " not henceforth to live unto ouraelves, but unto 
Him who died for us and rose again." (2 Cor. v. 15.) 
0, how careful should we be whoso citizenship is in 
heaven, and who are chilled hi/ His name, to show 
forth His praises, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives. We which " have believed " are to " be careful 
to maintain good woiks." (Titus iii. 8.) One, writing 
on this subject, says, " There is one language which all 
the tongues in this Babel world can readily understand, 
viz., the language of Godly lives and of good works." 

But net only are we to let our light shine before 
men to the glory of our Father in heaven (Matt. v. 16), 
we have also our obligations and responsibilities to one 
another, plainly and clearly set before us in the Word. 

Let me briefly refer to three passages in which the 
weighty little words at the head of this paper occur 
again. 

1. In John XV. 9, we read, " AS the Father hath 
loved Me, SO have I loved you ; continue ye in my 
love." Here the measure of the Father's love to the 
Son, and of the Son's love to us, which is also the 
measure of the Father^s love to us (John xvii. 23), is 
set before us as the measure of the love we should have 
one for another. Look at the 12th verse — " This is 
my commandment that ye love one another AS I have 
loved you " .• again, " A new commandment I give unto 
you that ye love one another AS I have loved you, 
that ye al-SO love one another." (John xiii. 34.) A 
high standard you will say. So it is. Nevertheless it 
is what He who loved us " unto the end," and " who 
hath saved us," sets before us. And we are His friends 
if we do whatsoever He commands us. 

'* May we this love be showing 
To all Thy members here, 
The channels for its flowing. 
Until Thou shalt appear." 

2. The second passage I would refer to is 1 Cor. xii, 
12. " AS the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body, SO also is Christ" We have seen the 
measure of our love. In this chapter the apostle sets 
before us tlie measure of our responsibiliHu to oz» 
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another as members of the body of Christ. The 
natural body shows mutual dependence and mutual 
co-operation. What hannony exists there : how 
adapted the members are, one to the other : no schism 
there : the same care, one for another : if one member 
suffer, all suffer with it : if one be honoured, all rejoice 
with it. 

So with regard to the members of Christ here below. 
We are responsible to use the gifts our Eisen Head 
may have bestowed upon us, for the benefit, comfort, 
and edification of all ''To each man is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for profit " (1 Cor. xii. 7., 
Al/ord), I.C., for the profit of all. " For the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. iv. 12.) And 
not only so, we are likewise to sorrow with them who 
are cast down, and to rejoice with those who do rejoice. 

for more of this fellow-feeling, fellow-rejoicing, 
and fellow-helping in all the assemblies of the saints : 
more following of him who followed Christ in becoming 
the." servant unto all." (1 Cor. ix. 19.) More follow- 
ing of the Master Himself, who said, " If I then, your 
Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye al-SO 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given 
you an example that ye should do AS I have done to 
you. (Jno. xiii. 14, 15.) 

3. Again, I would set before you the measure of 
forgiveness we are to manifest to one another. In 
Luke xvii 3, 4, the Lord tells us how we ought to 
forgive, even to the seven-times-forgiveness. But 
there is a higher standard set before us in the Word than 
this. Turn to CoL iiL 13, there we read, " AS Christ 
forgave you SO also do ye". how little of this is 
exercised amongst ns: how few of us can take the 
lower standard of Luke xvii., or even the lower one 
still of " Forgive us our trespasses AS we forgive them 
that trespass against us." 

may we, in this little time, seek to follow in some 
measure these three divine precepts — To love one 
another, to serve one another, and, " if any man have a 
quarrel against any," to forgive as Christ forgave. 

And now what is our hope 1 The Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. (1 Tim. i 1.) " This same Jesus," said the 
angels to the gazing disciples, "which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall SO come in like manner 
AS ye have seen Him go into heaven." (Acts 111.) 
"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a ahout^ with tb« yoioe of the Archangeli and 



with the trump of Ood ; and the dead in Christ shj 
rise first, then we which are alive and remain shall 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to me 
the Lord in the air : and so shall we ever be with t 
Lord." (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17.) " He shall come to 
glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all the 
that believe" (2 Thess. i 10.) " Even so come, Lo 
Jesus." 

" Soon, soon 'mid joys on joys untold. 
Thou wilt this grace and love unfold, 
Till worlds on worlds adoring see, 
The part Thy members have in Thee.*' 

" AS in Adam all die, even SO in Christ shall all 
made alive." E. B. 



EXTRACTS FROM MOSHEIM'S OHUBCH 

HISTORY. 



FIRST CENTURY. 

THE simplicity of the Christian religion partic 
larly recommends it to all men, inasmuch as 
was founded on two great principles alone, vi 
Faith and Charity, It did not, however, on th 
account exclude certain external rites, of whic 
Christ Himself instituted two to be continued f 
ever, viz., Baptism and the Holy Supper. . . . 

It is very certain, moreover, that the first Christiai 
assembled for Divine worship in private houses, ai 
afterwards confined those assemblies to some one fixe 
place, where the Scripture, divided into portions < 
lessons, were publicly read. After the lessons fc 
lowed brief exhortation, in which any were permitted \ 
join as the Holy Spirit animated them. 

The sacrament of baptism was administered in th 
century at appointed places, and was performed by tl 
total immersion of the body in baptismal fonts." " 
perfect equality and harmony reigned among tl 
members of the Church, as appeared by their feasts < 
charity, and by their mutual salutations of " Brethren 
and " Sisters ". 

SECOND CENTURY. 

The Christian system had hitherto retained i 
original simplicity, embracing no other doctrine the 
what were contained in the Apostolic Creed. Th 
simplicity was, however, soon effaced by the subtleti 
of human loisdom^ which occupied itself in explainir 
obscure points of religion, and laboured to express tl 
plain precepts of Christ in the language of phi]< 
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sophers, civilians, and Eabbins, having recourse to 

logical definitions and nice distinctions 

In this century many unnecessary rites and cere- 
monies were added to the Christian worship, the most 
of which solely tended to gratify the outward senses of 
the multitude. In all probability these changes were 
made by way of accommodation to the prejudices of 
the Jews and Heathens, in order thus to facilitate 
their conyersion to Christianity .... for want 
of which they held Christianity in the most sovereign 
contempt, for one of their great charges against Chris- 
tians was that they had neither temples, altars, 
viciims, or priests. The rulers, therefore, of the 
Church adopted certain external ceremonies, with the 
sole view of gaining proselytes, and refuting the 
calumnies of their enemies. 

The first Christians assembled for the purpose of 
worship, in private houses, in caves, and in vaults, 
where the dead were buried. Their meetings were on 
the^r^t day of the week. . . . They also during this 
century commemorated the death and resurrection of 
Chnst . . . The persons to be baptized . '. . were 
then immersed under water. 

THIRD CENTURY. 

Belies and ceremonies were multiplied during this 
century, owing in some measure to causes already 
mentioned. ... In most of the provinces there were 
now places set apart for the celebration of divine 
worship ; the form of which worship had undergone but 
little change during this century. Two things, however, 
must be mentioned, which may be called innovations. 
One was the introduction of long and elaborate 
sermons modelled after the style of Grecian eloquence, 
and the other, the general use of incense. Some 
alteration was also made in the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, the prayers were lengthened, the pomp 
increased, and they who were in a state of penitence or 
nnbaptized were excluded from the Lord's Table. We 
find from Prudentius that gold and silver vessels were 
now ako introduced. 

FOURTH CENTURY. 

While Emperors by their protection were promoting 
the honours of Christianity, the Bishops by a mistaken 
piety were overwhelming the beauty and simplicity of 
the Gospel by the immense number of rites and 
ceremonies which they had invented for its embellish- 
nient : whence that well-known saying of Augustine : 



" The yoke under which the Jews formerly groaned was 
more tolerable than that imposed upon many Christians 
in his time ". 

The Christian worship consisted of hymns, prayers, 
the reading of the Scriptures, a sermon, and concluded 
with the celebration of the Lord's Supper. . . . The 
Psalms of David were now sung as a part of the 
service. The sermons had lost much of their dignity 
and simplicity, being composed according to the rules 
of human eloquence, and were followed after their 
delivery with clapping of hands and loud acclamations 
of applause. The Bishops . . . began entirely to 
exclude the people from the administration of eccle- 
siastical affairs. 



THE FLESH. 

"When Christ was praying, Peter was sleeping; 
when Christ was suffering like a lamb, Peter was cure- 
ing and swearing. This is just the flesh — in energy 
when we ought to be still ; sleeping when we ought to 
be working." 



u 



"withered away. 
Let a Christian neglect the Work of God and prayer, 
and it will soon be said of the life of God in his soul, 
" It witliered away because it lacked moisture" — Luke 
vui. 6. ' 

VIRTUE IN JESUS. 

" You cannot take a look at Jesus without getting 
blessing. A woman of faith touched Him and was 
healed. There is virtue in a look as well as in a touch" 



VICTORY OVER THE WORLD. . 

Faith is the victory that overcometh the world, 
because it links the believer with Him who hath all 
power in heaven and on earth. — 1 John v. 4, 5. 



NOTIOES. 

The Believers hitherto meeting in the Com Exchange, 
Stirling, now meet in Spittle Street Hall, on Lord's- 
day at 11 and 6.80. 

Mr. Charles Morton, formerly at Bedford, removes 
at this time to LEICESTER, where his future address 
will be 7 Spinney Hill Road, Humberstonb Road. 



SPECIAL BEQUEST. 

The prayers of the Lord's people are requested for a 
young Christian in Germany, who is suffering much 
persecution for the cause of Christ in the home circle, 
that the Lord may give her much strength and 
deliverance, and save those in that circle who have not 
seen the True Light 
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demuid of the Uw is obedience, but the claims 
grace are sniained ap in love. Law speaka to 



man as a sinner and in his wilfnlneaa, and it imposea 
Kibaints. Bnt grace first creates now affections, and 
then, b; the remeinbraDce of all the tender mercy of 
the Lord, beseeches the believer to respond to His 
lamg-kindness in the practical service of grateful love. 
There are few more Btriking illustrations of this than 
tlww last cbapten of the Epistle to the J'jphcsians. 
The word oomes through the prisoner of tlie Lord— not 
from one in outward ease and prosperity — from one 
exhiUting in affliction the sustaining power of the love 
of Christ, and testifying, after many years of trial, for 
: name sake, that He is worthy of the loss of all 

I And the first word of entreaty which bo utters 
gives the key note to all the rest : " I bescecli you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 

: m called"; called to the fellOTvahip of God's Son in 
His rejection and humiliation on the earth, and C4dled 
also to His eternal kingdom and glory. (1 Cor. i 9, 
I Peter v. 10.) The walk of the believer is to be 
suitable to such a <»lling, and is not to bo regulated 
therefore, in any wise, by the etandard or masim of the 
world. He is to walk as crucified with Christ to the 
wotid, and as having no object of eartlily ambition 
b^oro him, but only the animating hope of the 
inheritance whicb fodeth not away. Like Bunyan's 
pUgrim, the best of books in his hands, heavep. in his 
eye, and the aarth under bis feet. 



'I'lii! motives, therefore, which the Apoatlc urges are 
all foreign to tbe spirit of the world, and are only 
adapted to tbe new man in Christ Jesus. They are 
indeed new obligntiona of a far higher kind than the 
man of the earth can comprehend. For, first, there is 
responsibility to maintain — " the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace " {iv. 3) ; a responsibility arising out 
of the beliover'a relation as a member of the Body, and 
his capacity to contribute, according to his measure of 
the gift of Christ, to its progroes and growth. It is 
coiniMcted by that which every joint supplies, and 
flourisheth through the vigour of each soveral part It 
was for the perfecting of saints in the advancement of 
the whole Body towards its completeness, that tho 
ascended Christ gave His gifts in the Church, and tho 
very feeblest saint ia the number has a share in the 
work of edifying the whole. 

But then it follows from this Uiat there is a complete 
deliverance from llie old school and power of Gentile 
life and vanity, (iv. 17.) With tho underatanding 
darkened, and the heart nt enmity with God, the 
entire energies o( nature were employed apart from 
Him. It is no marvel that tho cormpt tree should 
bring forth evil fruit. But, says the Ajiostle, ye 
have been in another school — ye have "learned 
Christ", (iv. 20.) "The truth as it is in Jesus" 
has taught new lessons, and has so enlightened 
tho conscience, that there is an abhorrence of the 
old ways of inwaril and outward sinfulness, and that^ 
too, with an additional motive to watchfulness and 
to true lowliness of mind : " Grieve not tho Holy Spirit 
of God whereby ye are sealed untp the day of redempi 
tion " (iv. 30.) 
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What a searching word to the believer, what an 
enigma to the unrenewed man ! It is here that the 
believer gauges the depth of his responsibility. Sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of God ! Then, in the power 
of that grace, he can listen to tlie exhortation : " Let 
all bitterness, ami wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, "with all 
malice ; and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chrid's sake 
hath forgiven ymt ". (iv. 31 -82.) 

But again we find this new style of divine instruction, 
based on the claims of grace, in the succeeding verses : 
" Be ye followers of God as dear children^ and walk in 
love, as Christ tdso hath loved us, and hath given 
himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet smelling tiavour^\ (v. 1-2.) Well may we say 
that " the natural man rec«iveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither 
can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned ". 
(1 Cor. iL U.) 

The character of our walk is to mark us out as 
imitators of God, in the spirit of loving children, 
and the measure of our love id that love wherewith 
Christ loved us, in His consecration and obedience 
unto death, llie whole spirit of our life, therefore, 
is such as " becometh saints " (v. 3), in every aspect 
of our hourly conversation and habits. For now 
we are "light in the Lord", (v. 8.) Grace has 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and translated 
us into a region of pure unclouded light, in which we 
have fellowship with God. (I John i. 6-7.) 

There are new possibilities of holiness which never 
could be reached before. Light in the understanding, 
love in the heart, the will subdued, our path is now to 
be as the morning light shining more and more unto the 
perfect day. Instead of the mere excess of former 
times, there is to be the new condition : " Be filled 
with the Spirit" (v. 18), involving the joy which 
makes melody in the heart to the Lord ; the universal 
thankfulness always in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Chriiit ; and that which perhaps is the hardest of all, 
the subjection of one to another in the fear of God, 
taking the place of the old carnal emulations and 
jealousies which, in endless varieties of forms, spring 
up in the rank soil of the natural heart of proud and 
foolish man« 

Law never spoke in this language. It was not till the 
Spuria wa5 given in tbfir fulneei of indwelling power that 



the living waters could begin to flow from thebelievi 
But from that time his entire character began to 
moulded on that perfect model which earth once sa 
when the Lord of Glory walked here in Hiscondesces 
ing grace, and of which that blessed Spirit is t 
effectual witness to the souL The saints of old w( 
indeed strengthened in the exercise of wonderful fail 
but never till Jesus came and manifested Himself as t 
perfect servant, in whom Jehovah delighted could 
believer apprehend that which the Apostle p'ctu; 
as " the mind of Christ," or say, " to me to live 
Christ". There is now a new object and a new pow 

Most remarkably is this presented to us in 1 
exhortation to wives and husbands in the latter part 
the fifth chapter. Compare any idea which the C 
Testament conveys to us of the lelationof husband a 
wife (save perhaps in the Song of Solomon) with t 
view which these verses suggest ! The wife is un< 
subjection, but it is as the Church is to the Lord w 
bought it with His blood, and has in His heart the c 
grand purpose of sanctifying it and cleansing it, a 
finally presenting it to Himself a glorious Church, i 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that 
should be holy and without blemish. The cords of Ic 
are those which bind it to a faithful and willing servi 
and the measure of the husbhnd's love is taken fr 
the same example. " Husbands love your wives, even 
Christ abo loved the Church." And still further th 
is the thought of entire identification of the Church a 
the Lord, for we are members of His body, of His fie 
and of His bones ; and the union of husband and ^ 
is an emblem of this great mystery. It is on si 
grounds as these that the Apostle rests his instructii 
and surely it is impossible to imagine considerati< 
more adapted to win and govern our afiections. 

The form of exhoi'tation to servants is equally striki 
Their obedience is to be obedience '* with singleness 
eye unto Christ" (vi. 5, &c.), "as servants of Chr 
doing the will of God from the heart," " with good y 
doing service as to the Lord and not unto men,'' in f 
confidence of the Lord's true and righteous deali: 
It is the Lord who is thus put before the mind — 1 
Lord who so graciously dignified the place of servi 
and who, as we read in CoL iiL, will by and 
acknowledge the servant's faithfulness by the reward 
the inheritance, because he sees it as service to Hims^ 
But even here and now is there a shield of protect: 
thrown around the subject oneB, in the woxd of atttii< 
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tative warning to masters to " forbear threatening," 
knowing that they also have a Master in heaven, and 
that there is no respect of persons with God. 

Then, lastly, come the comprehensive directions for 
safety in the view of the whole armour of God. It is 
to the objects of divine grace, and to such alone, these 
irords can be addressed. They alone know of the 
conflict with spiritual wickedness, and principalities, 
and powers, as distinguished from the wrestling with 
flesh and blood. The truth and righteousness with 
which they are clothed ; the spiritual alacrity which is 
spoken of in '' the feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace " ; the shield of faith which conquered 
the fiery darta of the wicked ; and the power to use 
aright the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
Odd; aa well as the spirit of grace aud supplication, 
with the watchfulness and boldness which become tbe 
good soldier of Jesus Christ — are all divine gifts. All 
the exigency of the conflict with 'Hhe ruler of the 
darkness of ibis world" is first met by the full 
proTision of the God of all grace, and then, but not till 
then, is ibe believer sent forth to his warfare. 

Law, while it forbids the offence, causes it to abound 
through the weakness and the rebellion of the flesh ; 
bat grace, with every entreaty and every word of 
instruction, supplies the power so to walk as to please 
God. 

Perhaps we do not sufficiently ponder the riches and 

the completeness of all the endowments of grace. We 

know that " the Father loveth the Son, and hath given 

all things into His hand " (John iii. 35), and we see 

Him revealed in the Word as the source of the 

abundant supplies of blessing wherewith, when faith is 

stiengthened, we abound to the praise of His grace. 

He has given us life, and rest, and peace, and hope, and 

joy, the sense of His love, and a share as well as a view 

of His glory — aU included in that great gift of His 

Spirit as the indwelling Comforter. And then, having 

80 blest OS with all spiritual blessings. Ho gives scope 

for the exercise of all the new desires and affections of 

the soul by giving His commandments. The obedience 

is thus the obedience of faith, and the service is in the 

eoDstiaining power of love. What manner of persons 

then ought we to be in aU manner of holy conversation 

and godlinesa. 

^ To walk as men," to live '* according to the course 
of this world," to make ''provision for the flesh to 
fulfil, the Inats thereof'! is idl Autable tp our former 



conversation as living in the tlcsh and to ourselves, 

and in all tho blindness of the natural heart ; but 

now we judge ourselves ns ali* c from the dead and 

our members as instiuniciiLs of righteousness unto God, 

while we seek to live no longer to ourselves but to Him 

who died for us and rose again. 

That which we now owe to Him is such a life 

as shall witness for Him, and reflect His likeness 

among men. According to our faithfulness iu this 

will be the joy of our heart here, aud the measure of 

our reward in the glory. Wlien wo fail it is not 

because grace has failed, but because we have ceased 

to feel in our hearts the power of its claims on us, and 

are therefore no longer sensitively alive to the honour 

of Him who loved us and gave Himself for us. 

May this word ever bo before us : " Ye are^ not 

your own, for ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit which are 
God's ". (1 Cor. vi. 20-21.) Such, in other words of 
tho same Spirit of holiness, is the burden of tlie lesson 
in these concluding chapters of this wonderful epistle. 

In tho view of it, let us consider well our special 
responsibility and obligation to "behave ourselves in 
the house of God, which is the Church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth ". (1 Tim. iii. 
15.) May all saints remember that it is a most solemn 
and terrible thing to disturb its peace, to seek pre- 
eminence, or to indulge in temper, self-will, or vanity, 
to the hindrance of blessing to others. It is written in 
" words which tho Holy Ghost teacheth," that " out 
of pride cometh contention,*' aud " a man of under- 
standing holdeth his peace ". How much may be done 
by one holy and loving heart to heal, to comfort, and to 
edify ; and how much by one harsh, unruly, or 
uiiuTnuring spirit to bring in confusion and every evil 
work ! Blessed are tho peacemakers — the restorers of 
paths to dwell in ! If we studied more the words of 
wisdom in the book of Proverbs, and lived more in tho 
atmosphere of love and grace, how seldom would 
offbnces come, and how easy it would be to strive 
together, with one heart and one mind, for the faith of 
the gospel 1 Let us not think lightly of the follies and 
perversity which cause divisions and grieve and scatter 
the poor of tho flock. Many is the gift wliicli is used 
for self-exaltation rather than for Christ ; but " with 
tho lowly is wisdom ". Let us learn of Christ, and not 
seek to please ourselves. All that we forego for His 
sake He will abundantly make up to us ; and if wo 
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cheerfully, from love to Him, take the lowest place, 
and go on in patient' faith and prayer, He will certainly 
use us the more for His glory. 

M. W. 



THE OALLINQ OF THE OHUBOB 

(THE SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS.) 

IN the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles we 
see the Gospel preached to the nation of Israel at 
Jerusalem. In Acts x. we see Peter in the house of 
Cornelius preaching the Gospel to Gentiles. In both 
cases immediate salvation was the result. 

In Acts XL 19, however, we find that those who were 
scattered abroad through the persecution that arose 
about Stephen, though they went everywhere preach- 
ing the Word, yet they confined the Gospel message to 
" Jews only ". Some of them, however, were natives 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, and these, less in bondage to 
Jewish prejudices, spake also to the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Josus. The result was that at Antioch a 
great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

Tidings of this work of God having reached the 
Church at Jerusalem, tlicj sent Barnabas down to 
Antioch, and he, when he had seen such evidence of 
the mighty working of the grace of God, was glad and 
exhorted them all, whether Jews or Gentiles, that they 
should cleave to the Lord. 

Here there are three leading places named in the 
book of Acts, each of which has its characteristic place 
in relation to the Gospel. 

Jerusalem was the headquarters of Judaism, and 
there the reception of the Gospel is by Jews and 
proselytes only. They were saved and rejoiced in the 
Lord, yet, as to their knowledge and experience, they 
were saved Jews only, still clinging to that which was 
peculiarly Jewish, and in ignorance of the special cha- 
racter of the Church's calling. 

At Cesaria, again, the leading features were strictly 
Gentile. It was in connection with the mission of 
Peter to that town that he was taught, in the vision of 
the white sheet filled with unclean animals, that the 
Gentile, when he believed in the Lord Jesus, was, in 
God's esteem, cleansed even as the Jew. Still if Jeru- 
salem was Jewish, Cesarea, even as its name implies, 
was peculiarly Gentile. 

But now a third place is named : Antioch comes 
upon the scene with a development of the truths of the 
New Testament which is entirely unprecedented. 



Here the Gospel was preached to Jews and Geni 
alike. Here both Jews and Gentiles believed, anc 
joiced on equal terms in one common Lord and Savi 

Immediately, then, that Barnabas had seen this f 
development of the grace of God, he departed 
Tarsus to seek for Saul. But why did he do t! 
Why did he not return to Jerusalem and seek the 1 
of other and older Apostles? Surely there is s 
meaning in this action which we do well to learn ; 
Barnabas was "a good man and full of the I 
Ghost," and not one who ran to seek help at randoi 
circumstances of such importance. 

I believe the reason was that Barnabas knew ' 
Saul of Tarsus was the one divinely called to mini 
the special truths of the dispensation. Consequei 
under the Pauline teaching, the Church at Antioch g 
and developed after a pattern not yet seen upon ea 
Jews and Gentiles met together as one in Christ Je 
They recognized, as Paul has abundantly taught in 
Epistles, that in Christ Josus " there was neither . 
nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free "— 1 
the Jew was no longer a Jew, and the Gentile 
longer a Gentile, but. as linked in life eternal to 
risen Christ at God's right hand, all were one in Hi 

But this special character of the Church at Anti< 
and of the testimony and teaching of the Apostle Pi 
is further confirmed by an incident which is relates 
Galatians ii. 

It appears that Peter also visited Antioch, and 
sembled in fellowship with the Church tlioro. 
when certain brethren who had not been so tau 
came from Jerusalem, and declined to eat with 
Gentile believers at Antioch, Peter withdrew fi 
the purely Christian fellowship of the Church 
Antioch, and others of the Jewish, believers at Anti 
also withdrew, and appear to have gathered separate 
thus occupying Jewish rather than Christian grounc 

Paul perceived at once that this was dissimulat 
on the part of Peter, JEtiid moreover that it was 
according to the truth of the Gospel as committed 
him. He was, as it were, the " wise master-build< 
charged by the Lord Himself with the divine plan 
the house, and faithful to his trust he " withst^ 
Peter to the face for he was to be blamed." 

Yes, even Peter had to learn these special truihe 
the dispensation from Paul, and was content to sil 
his feet and own that Paul was xight and he i 
wrong, and that in his teachiag tiiere was spe^ 
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wisdom given to him and many things hard to be 
understood. (See 2 Pet iiL 16.) Paul was indeed 
jealous of this blessed and cardinal truth— the oneness 
of all belieters in Chiist Jesus. The middle wall of 
partition between Jew and Gentile had been broken 
down, and out of the twain one new man had been 
made in Christ the risen One, and that which Paul in 
his teaching had destroyed, he was not going to stand 
bj and see built up again. 

Hence the vehemence with which he withstood 
Fetor albeit he was one of the chiefest of the Apostles. 

The Church is therefore neither Jewish nor Gentile. 
It is quite a mistake to speak of a Jewish Chiurch or of 
a Gentile Church. These are distinctions that pertain 
to the flesh and to an earthly order of things, and find 
DO place in the blessed mysterious unity of Christ and 
the Church. 

In 1 Cor. i 9 we have a description of the calling of 
the Church. God is the mighty Caller. It is the 
aune mighty voice, which called creation into existence 
oat of nothing, which has called and quickened into life 
everiasting, according to His eternal purpose, every 
member of this highly favoured company. 

The very word in the original translated " church ** 
(eedena) signifies '* called out ". So in 1 Pet. ii. 9 we 
nad, *' that ye should show forth the praises of Him 
who bath called you out of darkness into His marvel- 
loos light" 

God has called us out of death into life — out of 
darkneas into light — out from the power of Satan into 
the kingdom of His own dear Son— out from the 
world and all its vile associations into holy fellowship 
with the Father and the Son. 

And it is this calling to fellowship with His Son 
that has brought us together to-day: We might be 
called out without being brought together. But that 
which brings us together is the One Person dear to 
every heart, one Lord whom each one seeks to acknow- 
ledge and obey, one hope, one faith, one baptism. Thus 
are we all, by the Holy Ghost, linked, as members of 
one body, to Christ the Head in Heaven. 

Blessed, holy, and glorious is the calling of the 
Church ! When God called Israel out of Egypt, He 
called them to Canaan. Though they had to pass 
thiou^ the wilderness, Canaan was the hope set before 
them. He called them, through Moses, from Horeb and 
Sinai It had to do entirely with the earth. But ours 
18 A ^Heavenly c«dling ". (Heb. iii. I.) He, through 



whom God calls the Church, is the Son from Heaven. 

: It is by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven that 
the Church is led along tliis wilderness world, not to 

I any earthly country, but to heaven itself in i-esurrection ; 
ours ai-e heavenly hopes and prospects— a heaveuly 

I home, a heavenly inheritance is before us ; and this 

i same spirit would give to us a heavenly character here 
in keeping with our heavenly calling. So we read, 
" set your afiFections on things above, not on things on 
the earth, for ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God, when Christ, Who is our life, shall ap- 
pear then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." 

God, in calling the Church to the fellowship of His 
Son, has called us to fellowship in His sufferings first 
and in His glory afterwards. This is distinctly seen in 
1 Pet ii. 21, iv. 1-13, and v. 10. Indeed Peter's first 
epistle is full of the pmctical bearing of this fellowship 
to which we are called with the Son of God. 

Our brother who last spoke said that he could not 
find the church referred to in the book of Daniel. 
Neither can I. The truth is, that so closely is the 
Church bound up in the purposes of God vrith tiie Lord 
Jesus Christ, that to find the Church in the Old Testa- 
ment we must find Christ. If I see a suffering Christ, 
I see also a suffering Church; if I see a rejected 
Christ, I see a rejected Church ; if I see a glorified 
Christ, I see also a glorified Church, If Christ is raised 
from the dead, the Church is risen with Christ ; if He 
reigns, then we reign with Him ; if He is to dash the 
nations in pieces like a potter's vessel, then the Church 
also is called to execute the same judgment (Compare 
Ps. ii, 9 with Rev. ii. 27.) 

Thus, in type and shadow, is the Church found in the 
Old Testament Scriptures associated with Christ, but 
the full revelation of the mystery was reserved for the 
Holy Ghost to unfold after Christ had suffered and had 
been glorified, and the special instrument chosen for 
the work of preaching it, and writing it, and even to 
communicate it in detail to the other Apostles, was the 
Apostle Paul, (See Gal. ii, 2.) 

Hardly ever did the Lord Jesus speak of it. Once 
he referred to it to Peter, saying, " Upon this rock will 
I build my church,'' and again, in that hour of solemn, 
tender communion. His parting moments, just before 
going forth to the anguish of Gethsemane, His heart, 
filled as it were with tlie blessed secret, could no longer 
contain, and like a well of comfort overflowing. He 
spoke of the Father's house and the many mansions. 
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and of His coming again to receive them to Himself, 
that where He is, there we may be also. 

Where, in all the Old Testament Scriptures, is there 
one single verse that tells of gailty rebel sinners, being 
not only redeemed and saved, but iaken np to spend 
eternity in heaven, and glorified like Christ Himself ? 
As it is written, " Eye liath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God hath pi-epared for them that love Him ; 
but God hath revealed them vnto us hi/ His Spirit,^* 
(1 Cor. ii. 9.) 

And what is the testimony that befits such a call- 
ing 1 Is it not that each one be a reflection of Christ, 
a reproduction on earth of the character of Christ ? 
Shewing forth his patience and gi*ace and long-suffer- 
ing. May this wondrous grace humble us into the 
very dust, that we may walk worthy of the vocation 
with which we arc called in all lowliness and meek- 
ness. 

Mark when it was that the Lord Jesus laid aside 
his garments, and girded Himself with the towel, and 
washed His desciples' feet. It was knowing that He 
came from God, and went \o God, and that the 
Father had given all things into His hands. In the 
full knowledge of His own personal dignity and glory 
He stooped to do the lowliest service for his disciples ; 
and it is as you and I see what God has done for us 
in Christ, and what He has called us to we can 
afford to let go our position in the world, our rights, 
our standing, our character, to count it all but dung, and 
take up our cross and go forth unto Him, bearing His 
reproach. 

May God help us to bear a testimony in keeping with 

our high calling. Amen. 

J. R. C 



A HOLY QHOST MINISTRY. 

2 Con. n. 14 TO VI. 10. 



OF the different Old Testament allusions which the 
Apostle makes in these precious chapters on the 
Christian ministry, two have been dwelt on in a previous 
paper : " We ai'e unto God a sweet savour of Christ," 
alluding as it does to the " sweet incense beaten small," or 
■ to the burnt offering on the altar, points to the entire 
surrender of the will in all our service ; a state of soul 
without which none of it can please God. " We have 
' this treasure in earthen vessels," reminds us what poor. 



feeble frames of dust our present bodies are, in which 
this ministry has to be carried out ; and alludes to the 
Israelites' pitchers in Gideon's fight, which had to be 
broken that their lights might shine out. 

These have been remarked on already. 

We now come to another blessed feature of this 
ministry — viz., the fellowship of all saints together in 
it. 

This mark of a Holy Ghost ministry is especially 
seen from chap. v. 14 to vL 2., as it there says, ** H» 
died for all that they which live (and this includes all 
saints) should not live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which died for them and rose again". It may be we 
are, in this passage, reminded of that bundle of life, of 
which Abigail so aptly spoke to David — 1 Sam. xxv. 
29 — and thus restrained him from indulging his anger 
against Nabal. 

Abigail's words, on that occasion, had divine en- 
lightenment and wisdom in them, as well as much of 
heavenly grac& She could discern between the 
spiritually-living ones in the Israel nation, and those 
who were spiritually dead. Nabal, her own husband, 
might be " of the stock of Abraham," but he was not 
in her account " joined to all the living". " Let not 
my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even 
Nabal, for as his name is, so is he ; Kabal (/>., folly) 
is his name, and folly is with Idm," were her sorrowful 
words about him. 

Saul might be on the throne of the nation, yet of 
him also she says to David, " Yet is a man risen to 
pursue thee, and to eeek thy soul," cmd she numbers 
him among those " enemies " whom God would " sling 
out " from the bundle of life, " as out of the middle of 
a sling ". 

David, on the other hand, had neither Nabal's 
wealth nor Saul's palace and throne; he was suffer- 
ing both poverty and reproach — a wanderer and a 
fugitive, but Abigail could see him, not only safe 
in the " bundle of life," but bound up in that bundle 
" with the Lord thy God". She could also, on this 
account, exlrort him to restrain all his unbecoming 
and unholy anger, and to minister to others that grace 
which God had so richly shown to him. Abigail 
thus showed herself to be then and there a minister 
and a witness of God's rich grace, for she sought to 
strengthen David's weakened and wounded spirit fur 
the same service. . 

The saints at Corinth, like David in the matter of 
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Nabal, had given way to lusts of the flesh, but Paul 
and Timothy act the Abigail part, and as their fellow- 
worken " beseech " them that they " receive not the 
grace of God in vain". "In vain/' that is, as re- 
gards the service of it to others **. 

Nor could Paid omit the least among the saints at 
Corinth from the fellowship of the ministry, nor from 
the claim God had on them to fulfil it. Tnie, Paul 
and Timothy, and other such-like gifted of the Lord to 
His Church, had their larger and lowlier place to fill 
in this ministry, whether in the gospel to the unsaved, 
or in edification of saints ; but the *' Us " of this passage 
(2 Cor. y. 12, vi. 2) includes the whole Church of God 
in its fellowship and its exhortationa No single one 
ID God's church is to be allowed to receive '* the grace 
of God in vain". All are to ''minister the some," 
even as they have received it. (1 Pet iv. 10.) Abigail 
did not simply comfort David that his soul was '' bound 
in the bundle of life," and therefore he could rest 
iSBuied of one day having the throne. Some in our 
time seem to content themselves with singing to them- 
selves and to others 

" Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast," 
and go no further. It was far from this with Abigail. 
As a '* worker together " with David in the service of 
''the God of all grace," she "hasted" and "bowed 
herself to the ground," if only she might strengthen 
him VEt the unchanging grace of his God, and thus save 
him from dishonouring that oil of anointing which, 
early in life, Samuel had poured on him. 

Such also is Paul's earnestness with the Corinthian 
faints in this passage. " We beseech you," he says ; 
and then he strengthens his exhortations to them by 
reminding them, from Isaiah xlix. 8, that it was in " a 
time accepted " God had heard them, and in " the day 
of salvation " He had succoured them. And to have 
been blessed in "a tim^ accepted," and in " the day of 
salvation," implies that Now is the time and Now is 
the day for us to minister this same grace and this 
same salvation to others, which we have ourselves 
received. Isaiah xlix. 8 shows a similar ministry to be 
in reserve for Israel nationally in the next age, " Thus 
saith the Lord : In an acceptable time have I heard thee, 
and in a day of salvation have I succoured thee. . . . 
That thorn mayest say to the prisoners. Go forth ; to 
them tbftt sit in darkness, show yourselves ". 

But if we really aim at the fellowship of all saints 



together in this blessed ministry of gracp, we must 
especially aim at bringing in the feeblest of saints with 
us into it. This was Abigail's way with David. 

The words and ways of David just then showed him 
weak indeed in the grace of his gracious God, and Abigail 
might have been excused if she had reproached him 
for it, and had met him with somewhat of the carnal 
spirit in which he was coming to Nabal. But no ! 
she seems only to see him as *' bound in the bundle of 
life " with the Lord his God ; she reminds him only of 
"battles of the Lord" he had fought in times past; 
says that " evil " had " not been found " in him all his 
days ; and she crowns it all by reminding him of the 
day when he would surely be "ruler over Israel," 
and, in view of that day, pleads with him. Let this 
be " no grief unto thee, nor ofience of heart unto my 
lord, either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that 
my lord hath avenged himself". Precious pleading I 
and by it she gained her weakened and stumbling 
fellow-saint, and brought back his feet into the way of 
peace, for " David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me". 

So also Paul with the saints at Corinth. They had 
already repented somewhat of their carnal boastings ; 
but there was still among them the being '* uncH]ually 
yoked together with unbelievers," and as a conse(iueuce 
there weie " strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, 
tumults," still in their midst. (See 2 ^Jor. xii. 21.) 

But nothing of all this wearies Paul from still 
seeking their blessing. Though full of a joy in God 
within, that would make him seem to some as one 
*• beside himself," he becomes '* sober " for their cause. 
'* For the love of Christ," he says, ** constraineth us, 
because we thus judge that if (or since) One died for 
a//, then were all dead (or rather, then have all died.) 

In this one expression, we see the secret of Paul's 
longing over the saints, and his toil on their behalf. 
He saw them all as having died in the fact of Christ 
having died for them. They had gone out of his view 
as men and women in the fleshy and he saw them now 
as alive in a living and a risen Christ He speaks of 
himself and them as " they which live". He finds 
himself '* bound in the bundle of life " with them, and 
feels *' the love of Christ " constraining him to care for 
even the weakest or the most crooked one in that 
buudle. 

Indeed, only then do any of us really "live 
unto Him who died" for All His saints and rose 
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again, when we do not willingly exclude from our 
fellowship, or from our care, any single one of His. 
Anything short of this is more or less a living to our- 
selves and not to Christ, for we choose just which of 
His saints we will have to do with, and thus please 
ourselves. David when young kept his father's sheep, 
and could not give up a lamb of that flock to either the 
lion or the bear, for the unity of that flock required 
that not one straying lamb of it should be lost. And 
. the object of this owning of all saints, even the feeblest, 
as with us in Christ Jesus, and as part of the ** new 
creation " in Him, is that Ihcy may All become active 
partakers in the work of the ministry, and none of 
them " receive the Grace of God in vain ". 

Obeerve also, it is a riseti Christ, and not in " Chri:&t 
after the flesh " (that is, as " in the days of His flesh"), 
that Paul thus learns about '' the bundle of life,'' for 
only in and with Christ Jesus above^ are we and all 
saints to be seen bound up for ever with Him. As 
'^ the days of His flesh " are now passed and gone, in 
the case of our Master, never to return, so also to the 
eye of faith, and to the heavenly mind, is the natiural 
life and standing of All that have believed ia Him. 
" Henceforth," says Paul, " know we no man after 
the flesh". Oh for more eye-salve from our risen Lord 
(see Hev. iii. 18) to see Him and ourselves in this 
heavenly light ! for the wine cup of earth and of man's 
religion, has dimmed too much and too loi^ the vision 
of our souls 1 As Solomon says, ** Who hath woe 1 
who hath sorrow) who hath contentions) who hath 
l^abbling ) who hath wounds without caujse ) who hath 
redness or dimness of eyes % They that tarry long at 
the wine ; they that go to seek mixed vine". (Pro v. 
xxiii. 29, 30.) 

Nor, is it only the saints whom Paul here sees 
before him in the full standing of a risen Christ : he 
sees also an entire ^^ new creation''. The day of tiie 
new earth and new heavens shines before him, as well 
as the ** men in glory " who shall for ever inheiit it. 
He. exclaims, "Old things are passed away: behold, 
all things are become new". Abigail saw David's 
reigning day as '' ruler over Israel," and sought that his 
happiness, when that day came might, not be lessened 
by his looking back on any revenging of himself upon 
Kabal. And in view of the " new creation " with all 
its eternal realities, Paul beseeches the saints to value 
liieir present ministry, even ** the ministry of reconcilia 
iion," and to lose no opportunity of speaking io others 



that " word of reconciliation which," says he, God 
" hath put in us". It is only by the mighty provision 
of the reconciling blood of Christ that God can, and 
will, ever bring in another earth and heavens in the 
place of these which are now, and are doomed to pass 
away. (See Col. i. 20.) Therefore, as heirs of that 
" new creation," and expectants of it^ Hia already 
reconcile.d and new-created saints may well be diligent 
as " ambassadors for Christ," and beseech men to be 
reconciled to God ere that day comes. 

One other Old Testament allusion is found at the 
close of this portion of 2nd Corinthians. Paul spe^ 
in chap, vi 7 of fighting by—- i.^., by means of — the 
armour of righteousness an tfie right hand and t/ie left^ 
and then follow ^uch opposities in the remaining vexses 
as show how this skilful fighting of *' the good fight of 
faith " was to be carried out. "Honour and dishonour ; 
evil report and good report As deceivers, and yet 
true ; as unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, and, 
behold, we live ; as chastened and not killed ; as 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rit^h ; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things." iSiich is the list of t^e right-hand and left- 
hand circumstances of his minis^try as he fulfilled it, 
and he claims for himself, and for all of us, the skill 
to use either or aU of these opposite circumstances as 
new opportunities for serving (.'hristy and making Him 
known. 

Surely the allusion here may be to those " mighty 
men " of David ; " helpers of the war," who " were 
armed with bows ^nd could use both the right hand ami 
t/ie left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a 
bow" (l^fihron, xiL 1, 2.) Who knows how helpful 
such were to David in his Ziklag days of sorrow ? It 
was " while he yet kept himself cl ts*^, because of Saul 
the son of Kish," tliat these skilled warriors oame to 
him. God know^ how to refresh his servants when 
most their spiiits are straitened, and their service is 
with difhculty ; just as Jonathan was brought from 
Saul's own court to meet David " in the wood," and to 
strengthen his hands in God. (1 Sam. xxiiL) And 
these skilful warriors of both right-hand and left-hand 
ability were also of the Bex^amin tribe— they were 
" even of Saul's brethem of Benjamin'*, 

This was another " token for good." to David ; iust 
as the animals of wildest nature coming into the ark 
must have helped the faith of I^oali, and cheered his 
spirits. So now. In a day when unbelief and pfide 
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are blinding the mincU of some of our nearest relatives, 
it may be, wo have been led to know the heavenly 
David, our Lord Jesus Christ ; and we are not only 
safe in his keepings but as those who are ere long to 
itiign with Christ, we would now turn all the circum- 
stances of our life and ministry here below into fresh 
OwTasions for using " the armour of righteousness '' 
viliether on the idght hand or on the left. 

Paul was by birth '* of the tribe of Benjamin". He 
mentions this in Phil. ilL, not as a boast^ but oidy as part 
of that '* dross and dung " of his Jewish advantages, 
which he now cast behind him. Lut he was a *' Jew 
inwardly " — (see Horn. iL 29) — and one of " the Israel of 
God," and as such — (GaL vL 16) — he fought with a 
lienjamin skill of right hand and left. There were 
^ kfthandod " ones of that same tribe in earlier days than 
l^avid's, even '' 700 chosen men, every one of whom 
eoukl sling stones at an hair's breadth and not miss " — 
(at-e Judges xx. IG) —and JPaul would fain be like them 
iu skill of ** spiritual weapons," and would have us be 
the same. Such Old Testament warriors were worthy 
followers of that David whose pebble from the brook 
bid the giant low; and all Godly using of our present 
suRoondings, whether of joy or sorrow, is but fellowship 
with Him who used the marrit^e of Cana to '* manifest 
1 Ath His glory,'' as truly as He did tiie sickness and the 
grave of Lazarus. 

But let us not forget that in 2nd Cor. vL, de/bre the 
A|i06tle speaks of thus using the armour of righteous- 
ness on the right hand and the left, he speaks of 
** giving no oflfence" (/>., causing no stumbling) to 
uthen in anythii^, and of our '* approving ourselves as 
the ministers of God in much patience, &c, and also 
" by (or xatheri in) puroness, in knowledge, in long 
suffering, in kindness". 

Sinely these are those inward qualities of soul and 
spirit which alone can enable us to use successfully for 
the Lord all, or any of, our outside circumstances. 

2 Cor. iL 14 to vi. 10 does indeed describe a 
ministry in the power and grace of the Holy Ghost, 
and as those whose bodies now are the temple of the 
Holy Ghost ; it is a ministry to which all saints are 
called, each in his diffe^nt manner. 

May these Old Testament allusions be as windows to 
let in light for us ; and thus guide and cheer us in our 
Inief service here below, even ** till He come". Amen. 

H. 1). 



JORDAN AND GILGAL. 



rpH£ narrative of Israel's progress into Canaan 
X contains for us deeper teaching than the mere 
record of events. 

It is customary to speak of " the historical books of 
the Bible " as of comparatively little spiritual import^ 
as though there were not a mystery enshrined in the 
history — a rich vein of truth underlying the surface, 
to which the mere intelligence of nature finds no clua 
** The letter," or outward form, may be set at the bar 
and criticised — by the pride of man, — but *' the natural 
man receivcth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
neither can ho know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned". (1 Cor. ii, 14). 

Canaan was the land of inheritance promised to 
Israel in covenant with Abraham, Isaac, aud Jacob. 
The good land on which the purpose of God had 
rested long before for the chosen people, and in which 
in due time He choose a place for His redeemed to 
dwell. It was Israel's hope when [called to go forth 
from Egypt Unbelief might mar their hope and dis- 
courage their hearts with an evil report, but faith 
would eye the grapes of Eschol, and gird itself for the 

journey anew. 

It was a long and painful journey and many were 
the lessons that God designed to teach them in its 
various stages. But all that ia recorded of them has 
its voice for us. *' These things happened unto them 
for ensamples, and are written for our admonition." 
(I. Cor. X. 11.) 

At the outset stands the Passover— or deliverance 
fi-om tlie wrath of God — through judgment executed 
upon the Substitute. In all the previous plagues upon 
Egypt^ Israel had been exempted ; but this last blow 
upon Egypt is the wages of sin, and Israel must own 
tliat grace alone has put the difference between them 
and the Egyptians. Sin had forfeited the life of 
Israel's first-born as well as Egypt's, and redemption 
through blood is their only sure resource. 

This deliverance being accomplished, they are next 
called to witness judgment upon the enemy. They 
stand upon the wilderness bank of the Red Sea, and 
celebrate in joyful songs their deliverance from the 
power of him that hated them. 

Thus far many have been led in blessed experience. 

We have witnessed the judgment of God upon our 
sins in the person of the Lord Jesus our ^uUtitute ; 
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for "even Christ our Passover is soorificed for us." 
Moreover, we have seen how through death He destroy- 
ed him that had the power of death — that is, the 
devil --and delivered those who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. We have 
Been how in His own person the Lord Jesus has " spoiled 
principalities and powers, and made a show of them 
openly." We have known what it is to be delivered 
from the power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son ; to have passed as through 
the Bed Sea of Divine wrath in the person of Jesus 
— dry shod, from death to life eternal. As we saw 
our standing through grace in this liberty wherewith 
Christ had made us free, did we not rejoice, and sing 
the praises of the Captain of our salvatiou 1 

But another deliverance through another judgment 
has yet to be known, and this is what we are specially 
taught in the passage of the Jordan : deliverance from 
the old corrupt nature — our natural self — the old man 
— the flesh. 

In the cross of Jesus, Paul verily saw his Substitute 
die for him — "He loved me, and gave Hinvself fur 
me". 

He saw also the dominion of Satan broken, and a 
perfect deliverance effected from his power. 

But he saw more than that in the cross. He saw 
himself — crucified there — " I am crucified with Christ ". 
*' Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
Christ, that the body of sin might be destroyed." And 
again, " Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with Him ". Seeing this, he exults in the 
knowledge of the fact that he is no longer in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit ; God no longer reckons that he is 
a natural man— subject to judgment — under the curse 
of the law — but a man who has been judged, con- 
demned, and executed in the person of Jesus, and for 
whom there is now no condemnation, seeing he is in 
Christ and passed out of death into life. 

A more beautiful figure of this could not be than the 
one we have in Joshua iv. : — 

Twelve men, one from every tribe, are directed to 
take out of the midst of Jordan every man a stone — 
twelve stones. They are representative men, and also 
representative stones. Their number indicates that 
God*s people Israel iii their completeness are here 
figured. They are let people taken up like the twelve 
stones out of the midst of the river of death — taken 
from the place where the priest's feet stood who bore 



the ark — meet picture of the cross and grave of J( 
— where the flood of Divine judgment rose up i 
mighty heap and passed over Him for us, openir 
path through death to an inheritance in the heav 
"Risen with Christ" is the voice of these tw< 
stones, as we see them each one lifted from the be< 
the river that never before had thus been visi 
Othere may have perishod ia its swellings, but no 
mightier power has possession, and Jordan must f< 
time roll back its mighty torrent, grace must have 
way, and nought can hinder. 

The stones being taken up, are carried to Canaa 
side of the flood. There they are set down in the 1 
of promise given in covenant to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob. 

And so the people of God are more than risen v 
Christ — they are " seated in heavenly places in CI 
Jesus ". Not now called to a possession on earth, G 
redeemed by faith can see their inheritance to be a & 
where Christ has gone. Already in spirit we fol 
Him there, and draw on the store of spiritual blessi 
wherewith we are blessed in Him. 

The twelve stones being thus brought up and ph 
on what might be called resurrection-ground, o1 
twelve stones are taken and set up in the bed of 
river. And thus we have figured the twofold as] 
of God*s people — as to the new man, risen with Chi 
and seated in heavenly places in Him — as to the 
man, buried in His grave, done with for ever, left \u\ 
the flood, in the very spot whence the others had b 
taken. 

But now the people of God are called to a furl 
stage of experience. That righteous verdict upon 
flesh, which was carried into execution on the c 
of Christ, has to be known in practical power in 
own souls. If God judged " sin in the flesh " in 
cross of Christ, he also calls us to judge it in oursel 
'' At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make t 
sharp knives and circumcise again the children 
Israel the second time" (ver. 2). Circumcision, 
originally instituted, was the token of the coven 
that God made with Abraham and his seed (G 
xvii. 11). It was given to Abraham as a sign, ; 
" was a seal of the righteousness of the faith that 
had, yet being uncircumcised " (Rom. iv. 11). M^ 
over, it was not given unto him until he had cast 
the bondwoman and her son. (See Gen. xvL, i 
compare Gal iv. 21-31.) Every male child of 
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seed of Abraham was thus to suffer in the flesh, and 
that upon the eighth day (Gen. xvii. 12 ; Phil. iii. 6), 
the day that witnessed to faith of a now creation. 

Israel in the wilderness had neglected this, though 
they had kept it in Egypt (Josh. v. 5) ; nevertheless, 
although God had said, ^* The uncircumcised man-child 
shall be cut of from his people" (Gen. xvii. 14). He 
acted toward them in grace, first putting them in the 
inheritance on the ground of promise, and then requir- 
ing the fulfilment of the token. 

In short, the eighth day of the infant, and the day 
of Israel's entrance into Canaan, taught the same 
truth— viz., that until a man.be "in Christ," and there- 
fwe a " new creature," " risen with Christ;" and there- 
fore beyond the reach of condemnation, it is. ini])ossible 
to begin the process of self-judgment. "Thoy tliat 
are in the flesh cannot please God " (Rom. viii. 8). 

The casting out of the bondwoman and her son 
taught a further lesson, viz., that even although a man 
through faith in Christ Jesus be a child of God, if he 
is yet maintaining a spirit of bondage to law, instead 
of standing fast in the liberty of Christ, he may judge 
himself and mortify his flesh, but after all it is 
bondage-service. It is "through the Spirit" that 
*' the deeds of the body are to be mortified " (Kom. 
tuL 13). Circumcision, therefore, represented the 
jntting to death of the flesh, not under the wrath of 
God, but in the power of the Holy Spirit Hence it 
represents an experience of soul peculiar to the people 
of God. May the Spirit guide in showing more fully 
the New Testament truth so typified. 

And first let us look at the histrument — " a shaip 
knife''. This we have explained by Heb. iv. 12. 
" The Word of God is quick (or living) and powerful, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart." Here is the knife, proceeding 
oat of the mouth of Him who in priestly judgment, 
with flaming eyes, walks in the midst of the golden 
candlesticks. (Rev. L 14-16). It is the sword of the 
Spirit (Eph. vL 17), the instrument of His judgment 
now on the flesh and of Christ's judgment hereafter 
upon the world (John xii. 48.) 

Kext^ the sphere of its operation — " the flesh ". In 
Jothua's day it was the flesh outwardly or corporeally, 
now it is the flesh inwardly or morally. " For he is 
ooi a Jew who is one outwaidly, neither is that cir- 



cumcision which is outward in the flesh: But he is a 
Jew wi!0 is one inwardly, and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter, 
whose praise is not of men but of God " (Rom. iL 28, 
29). 

Oh, how men seek to cover the heart ! The corrupt, 
deceitful heart and the carnal mind are the real shame 
of Adam, which he seeks continually to hide both from 
his fellow-man and God. " Out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts" — the Lord has searched it. He has 
sounded its depths. He has tested it in every way. His 
verdict is, " Deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked ". " Every imagination of the thoughts of the 
heart only evil contmiially," Until the heart be clean- 
sed through faith (Acts xv. 9), all outward coverings 
of religion and politeness, by which its corruption is 
veiled, are mere *•' hypocrisy ". Kor is the character of 
" the flesh " changed although a man be " in Christ ". 
Paul was a man in Christ— caught up to the third 
heavens — but such was the old nature still remaining 
in him, that lest he should be exalted above measure, 
God in His grace permitted Satan to put a thorn in 
His flesh, that its buffetings might keep Him in the 
place of dependence, trusting in the grace of the Lord 
Jesus. The presence of the Holy Ghost within alters 
not " the flesh," for it still " lusteth against the Spirit ; " 
by the Spirit it may be restrained and brought into 
subjection — for whatever the blood of Christ can 
cleanse, the power of the Spirit can subdue — still even 
the power of the Holy Ghost is not given to change 
its nature, but to enable us to mortify it. 

There it is till the hour of release — till the spirit 
begotton of God takes its flight to be with the Lord 
— or till Jesus our Lord returns to change us into His 
own glorious image. This, then, is the sphere of the 
operation of our circumcising knife — it is " the flesh " 
morally— the "carnal (or fleshly) mind" — "the old 
man which is corrupt " (Eph. iv. 22): This involves 
suffering — " Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for 
us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind, for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 
from sin " (I Pet. iv. 4). It is impossible to cease from 
sin without suffering in the flesh. No eyp may see it, 
no earthly friend may know it, or hear the inward 
groans, as the keen edge of the Word cuts off from the 
heart that ambition, or affection, or thought, or principle, 
so long cherished more than life, but which is now 
judged in the light of the Word to be of the flesh, it 
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luay not in itself have been an evil thing, but it is of 
the earth, earthly — it comports not with the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. — it is a weight or hindrance — 
the heart is laid hare to the Word^ and its sharp edge 
cuts it away. Be it so. He who wounds will heal. 

The hardest conflict is not usually in such matters as 
are positively evil ; these may be relinquished at once 
without a struggle, whilst the will of the flesh, which 
is essentially opposed to God, is really unbrd^en, and 
the heart by no means weaned from earth. 

Nay, more, that which the Word of God denies to 
the belieyer, may be spared even under the pretence of 
thereby serving the Lord. 

It was so with Saul (1 Sam. xv.) God had said, 
''Utterly destroy Amalek,'' and Saul flatters himself 
that he has obeyed the Word of the Lord; whilst 
under the pretence of saciiflcing to the Lord, he has 
spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, and even 
Agag the king. Saul is half-hearted, he has no com- 
munion with the thoughts of God, How diflerent with 
Samuel, as he utters his searching rebuke, '' Hath the 
Lord as great delight in burnt-oflerings and saciiflces as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord. Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams; for rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry." 

Agag may come '' delicately " to Samuel, with all 
the refinement and elegance the world could give. He 
may plead, '' Surely the bitterness of death is passed;" 
but the prophet has but one thought, to obey the word 
of God; and "Samuel hewed Agag in pieces in 

GILQAL ". 

Some have disobeyed the light God gave gave them, 
and remained in an unscriptural position ecclesiastically, 
socially, or politically ; lest their '* sphere of usefulness 
should be curtailed," as though God had greater 
delight in " service " and '* usefulness " than in obey- 
ing His voice. Others have, on the same pretext, 
deliberately withheld part of the ^counsel of God. 
Others have closed their eyes, and refused even to 
inquire into certain practical truths of God's Word, lest 
the inquiring should prove that the circumcising knife 
must be in operation again. Alas ! how few there are 
who have really laid bare every corner, every secret 
chamber of their heart, to the searching light of the 
Word of God, and allowed its edge to cut away all 
that was not of God. 

Nothing Ices than this is the claim of the Lord Jesus, 
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and all this His grace can effect ; " for the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ " (2 Cor. iv. 5). 

"Search me, God, and know my heart; try me 
and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting " (Ps. 
cxxxix. 23, 24). 

J. R. C. 



STRAY NOTES ON REV. XXL 



TO verse 8 of chapter xxi., the Spirit of God gives 
us a glance into the eternity after the millenium, 
characterized by the new heavens, the new earth, and 
the new Jerusalem. In all this fore-shadowing of the 
future from the great white throne of Rev. xx. 1 2, we 
have seven times repeated the name of God, indicating 
the time when the Son shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to the Father, and God shall be all in all. 
(I Cor. XV. 28.) "There shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying," while we learn from (Isa, 
Ixv. 20), that in the millenial age the child shall die 
an hundred years old. The healing leaves of the tree 
of life shall no more be needed, for there shall be no 
more pain ; and the fearful and unbelieving, and 
murderers, who in Rev. xxi., are without the city, then 
shall have their part in the lake of Are, for the taber- 
nacle of God shall be with men, and He shall dwell 
with them, and be their God. But ver. 9 of ch. xxi, 
again takes up the thread of millenial glory, broken off 
at ver. 6 of ch. xx., and shews to us in symbol the 
Bride, the Lamb's wife; "the Holy Jerusalem," in 
contrast to a yet unpuiged earth. 

It seems as though the angel, fresh from his awful 
commission of judgment in chapters xvi. and xvil, 
delighted to unveil to John in vision something of 
the glory and beauty of this wondrous dwelling-place 
of God and of the Lamb. 

We identify her in many ways to be the church of 
Christ. First because of her relationship to HinL 
Compare Eph. v., where the figure is so completely 
used up to represent) in its feeble measure, Christ's love 
to the church, and the church's place of subjection to 
Christ, that in the closing verse, the Spirit brings us 
back to the responsibility of the individual relation- 
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ship; for, "I speak," said the apostle, "concerning 
Christ and the church** " For we are members of His 
body, of His flesh, aud of His bones ** ; referring us to 
(Gen ilL 21-24,) where Eve was taken out of Adam in 
his deep sleep. And, (v. 27,) " That He might present 
it to Himself the church glorious," (Alfords trans. :) see 
also Jude 24. Bev. xix. 7, gives to us one of the 
most precious touches of divine grace, in the words, 
** His wife hath made herself ready ". 

Perfected through suffering for the succour of His 
saints, we owe all our present and eternal blessing to 
His unfailing priestly service for us above, and His 
unwearied Shepherd care below ; yet for 1800 years 
He has watched over us to bless and to deliver, that 
at the end, He might put it all to our account. How 
little our hearts can comprehend of such grace as this. 

Again we identify her by her likeness to Him who 
in chapter iv., sits upon the throne. We read that He 
that lat was to look upon like a jasper stone ; and in 
cfa. XX.9 "Her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone ". Here we ;^ct the secret of 
her shining ; but the glory was all His ; she could 
but reflect it. " Her light'* — not herself. Yet it was 
an nndimmed reflection, "clear as crystal". Xo 
shadow of self to mar the shining in, or to dim the 
thining oat of the jasper glory that floode<l this won- 
drous picture; for, "The City was pure gold, like unto 
dear ^ss ". The glory shone through and through 
ber . " The batldi ng of the wall of it was of jasper,' 
and, " The first foundation was jasper " ; all pointing 
OS to Him in whom every ray of it centred, for " The 
Lamb is the light thereof ". And as all our blessing 
is the fruit of His travail, not only in redemption but 
in high priestly service, so the dawning of this reflected 
glory, is the work of His Spirit here ; for even now, 
" W« all, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed unto the same image, from glory to glory ". 
(i Cor. iii 18.) Thus the stones in the spiritual 
temple, (1 Peter ii. 5.) shall bear eternally the im- 
press of His hand, not only as hewn out, but as 
fashioned and polished according to divine wisdom and 
akilL 

Again, by the indwelling of tho glory, (ch. xxi. 11); 
"Having tAe glory of Grod." Not here, as in the earthly- 
aHf, filling the temple, but the unveiled presence of God 
and of the Lamb abiding, and permeating everything. 

We tncB in Esek. iz. 4, 18, and xL 23, that the 
ahskiwah glorjy lingering over JerusaK m, departed unto 



the mountain on the east side ; and again in ch. xliii. 
we read of its return from the way of the east, filling 
the house which shall be rebuildcd after the pattern 
shown to Ezekiel, on the conditions of ver. 1 1 : but 
Isaiah iv. and Ix., teach us distinctively the relation 
of the glory to the heavenly and to the earthly city. 
Of Israel we read in her millenial day, " The glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee, and His Glory shall be 
seen upon thee," and we learn from (ch. iv. 5), that 
upon all the dwelling places and assemblies of Mount 
Zion on the earth, the heavenly glory shall shine, being 
veiled in the day time by a cloud, and as a flaming fire 
by night, even as the presence of God, as it led Israel 
in the wilderness, was hidden by the cloudy pillar. 
The covering cloud shall be in the day time as a shadow 
from the heat, for " Upon all the glory shall be a 
covering." (Margin ver. 5.) But in the heavenly 
Jerusalem, of llev. xxi, the glory and the city are 
one. The light which is His in verse 23, is hers in 
verse 1 1. Thus it shines from the heaverdy city, upon 
the earthly city, and out to the nations; as the river that 
in Hev. xxi, is seen proceeding from the throne, in £zek. 
xlviii., flows from under the threshold of the house, 
going out in healing, life giving power over the earth. 

Once more we identify her by her voice. (Ch. xxiL 
17.) Ee-echoing the words of the Spirit, and giving 
utterance to the longings of the heart of Christ upon 
the throne, "The Spirit and the Bride say come"; 
and this, not only to the thirsty one soutside, but to the 
lingering ones within : as the Bridegroom's voice in 
Canticles, " Rise up. My love. My fair one, and come 
away " ; and again in the closing verse, " Make haste, 
My beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young 
hart upon the mountains of spices ". 

But to return to ver. 10. We read in Ezekiel xi. that 
he saw in vision on a very high mountain, as it were, 
the frame of a city towards the south, and a man whose 
appearance was like the appearance of brass (righteous- 
ness), measuring with a reed that everything might be 
according to the divine rule. But here we have shown 
us a city deecendlng — not as having descended — out of 
heaven from God. Her source is heavenly, and her 
connection with it remains unbroken. Fresh from the 
hand of God, where the blessed fire of the judgment- 
seat shall have searched and purged everything that will 
not stand its intensity, she brings the glory with her 
as its meet and chosen resting-place. Once and for 
over, His heart satisfied in His saints. He -shall see t>f 
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the travail of His soul, and the patient grace and 
unwearied guidance of the Heavenly Bridegroom shall 
find its long-waited-for reward. 

Ver. 12. The names of the twelve tribes on the gates 
gives us the thought of the manifestation of God to the 
Gentiles shining out through Israel. To this we have 
abundant testimony in the Psalms and Prophets. 
(Compare Micah v. 7, Psalm xlviii. and cii. 15-16, with 
Genesis xxii. 18, Psalm Ixii. Ezekiel xxxiv. 26.) We 
learn also from Zee. xiv. that those who are left of the 
nations that come up against Jerusalem shall gather 
tliere from year to year to worship the King, the Lord 
of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. (See also 
Isaiah xxviL 13, IxvL 23.) 

Ver. 13 shows us a correspondence with the city of 
Ezekiel xlviiL, which also shall be four square, with this 
wondrous difference, that we read concerning the 
heavenly Jerusalem (ver. 16) that the length and the 
breadth and the height of it are equal, thus giving us 
the thought of her heavenly origin and connection, for 
we are never told that she touched the earth. Yer. 
15. Still divine righteousness has its way, and the 
city is measured. Not one stone must be wanting 
there, only this time the reed is golden, in contrast 
with Ezekiel xl. 4. We find in ver. 17 that the 
wall, though great and high, being 144 cubits, gives 
us the idea of enclosing the city rather than of 
shutting in its glories, it being 12,000 furlongs in 
height. The foundations, garnished with aU manner 
of precious stones, convey to us, by what we know, the 
glory and beauty that is yet beyond our utmost thought. 
The gates are each of one pearl, whole and entire, 
guarded by angels. But ver. 22 specially distinguishes 
the heavenly from the earthly Jerusalem. In the one 
the temple is all the glory ; in the other its glory is the 
having no temple, for '* the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it ". Ycr. 23 teaches us there 
will be no night there, as Isaiah iv. shows us that there 
will bo day and night over the millenial earth. V. 24 : 
" The nations of them that are saved shall walk in the 
light of it," and then in connection with the nations we 
get an allusion to the earthly city in the words, " The 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into, 
or unto, it ". 

Thus, while Israel shall have her blessing on the 
earth according to the promise, our dwelling shall be 
in the very sanctuary of His presence, AU His saints 
shall be gatbefted round Qinx ia the upveiled light 



because of the value of the blood, which is our on. 
title there ; and yet the measure of our likeness to Hi: 
here, shall bo the measure of our reflection in the glorj 
and the name we write day by day as we journe 
homeward (Kev. ii. 17) shall be given to us for eternit 

A. E. W. 



FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN. 



Chapter III. 

BONDAGE. ISRAEL IN EGYPT. 

** The Iron Famace of Egypt." Deut. iv. 20. 
*'The House of Bondage." Exod. xx. 2. 

THE lirst chapter of the book of Exodus., gives us 
iew of Israel in Egypt. They are seen as tl 
daves of Pharaoh the i^yptian King, and as idolate 
bowing down before Egypt's gods. (Ezek. xx. 7-8 
Bitter was their bondage, and hard their lot, in makir 
bricks to their merciless master as the chapter shew 
The task-master's whip, and the clanking chain, revei 
their state, and show that they are under a pow( 
stronger than their own. Tliey may groan for delive 
ance, but they cannot escape. The strong man arme 
keeps his goods in peace. 

Yet they had their little pleasures, fur they speak < 
" the fish they did eat in Egypt freely, the cucumber 
the melons, the leeks, the onions, ^and the garlick, 
(Num. xi. 5.) It would never have suited Pharaoh 
purpose, to have witheld these things, for they helpe 
to content them with their lot, and to make them d 
his work more willingly. 

This is a picture of the state of every unconverte 
sinner. Egypt is the type of this world, (Rev. xL 8; 
Pharaoh of Satan, who is its Prince and ruler (John xi 
31 : Eph. vL 12). 

Man, by nature, is the slave of Satan ; this presei 
evil world is the scene of his slavery ; and his sins ai 
the chains that bind him, as it is written — *' Ho sha 
be holden with the cords of his sins ". (Pro. v, 22. 
Man is sold under sin, (Rom. vii. 1 4) ; and he cannc 
deliver himself for he is " without strength" (Rom. '\ 
6.) He is the tool of Satan led captive by him at hi 
will. (2 Tim. ii. 26. ) It is quite true that it is a willioi 
bondage, for Satan has his mind blinded (2 Cor. iv, 4j 
and his understanding darkened (Eph. iv. 18) ; so tha 
he tl^inks his bondage liberty, and cherishes the ver 
sins that are his fetters now, and shall be the gnawiqj 
worm agonizing him in hell for ever. Yet he love 
them, and imagine! that to be a ohrifetiaa woald b 
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"melancholy bondage **. Oh, the cunning devices of 
the Devil, that arch enemy of man, ever planning to 
keep him from Christ. 

He will even loose the burden a little, and slacken 
the chains, to let his captive enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season, in order that he may more securely bind, 
and blind him for ever. 

Satan is a skilled chain forger ; his long experience 
has given him ample opportunity to watch the tastes 
of his Yictims, and provide a chain suited to each, 
Some are held by the iron chain of lust and passion, 
and go head-long to their doom, othei-s, with the chain 
of worldliness, the love of money, and the praise of 
men, are led silently, but surely, to the pit. The 
drunkard's cup, the miser's money-bag, and the hypo- 
crite's cloak of false religion, alike suit his purpose, for 
a form of godliness without conversion to God, may 

be the most suitable thing for Satan to use,^to delude 
and destroy his victim's soul for eternity. Some even 
here find, that " the way of transgressor:} is hard," but 
what shall it be to suffer sin's wages, the wrath of God 
for evert 

Reader let me have a word with you in passing — 
Have you been delivered from Satan's galling yoke, or 
are yon still his slave 7 Are you certain that no secret 
sin, loved' and cherished, is noiselessly binding yuu to 
Satan and this world 1 Your conscience may be at ease, 
youpeaco unruffled, because the chain, long hugged, has 
mted upon you, but you are in Satan's hand, and he is 
leading you on to the lake of lire although you know it 
not 

Burdened one. Ton have often tried to break your 
chain, but have always failed : sin is too strong for you. 
l^hold the Lamb of God. He says ** Believe ye that 
1 am able to do this "— can you doubt his power? 
Only trust him. 

*' He can break the chain that binds you 
Baging thirst or deeds unholy 
Satan's bondage now that grinds yon. 
Only believe." 

Chapter IV, 

THE DELIVERER. MOSES AND AARON 
SENT TO EGYPT. 

One eye had seen the captives toiling away at Egypt's 
brick kilns, one ear had heard their groan ; one heart 
had known their sorrows. The God of Abraham had 
remembered His covenant and the announcement is 
made—'' I am come down to deliver them ". (Exod. 
iii.8.) 

Blessed Gospel tidings. If any help be given, it 
must ^'come down," for no man can by any means 
redeem his brother (Ps. xlix. 7) j all are in the same 
helnlesB condition. 

^God aD kfwi the world that He gave Hia only 



begotten Son" (Jno. iii. 16) — and, "Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15.) 

By His death on the Cross He has bruised, and 
conquered Satan ; death has been vanquished and its 
sting withdrawn ; the grave of Christ is empty, and 
He is seated on the right hand of God with all power 
in heaven and in earth. He sends the gospel to the 
sinuei-s* ear, proclaiming "liberty to the captives," and 
commands him to believe it ; and, the Gospel " is the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth ". 
(Rom. i. 1.) 

Header, do you believe the Gospel 1 Have you 
opened your ear and heart to receive the glad tidings 1 
Then you are the Lord's freeman, and, " if the fc>on 
shall make you free ye shall be free indeed" (Jno. 

viiL 36.) J. R 

♦ 

** THE SWEETNESS OF HIS PBESENOE." 



Sweet the promise to His people 
That the blessed Saviour gave ; 

Sweet to know whene'er they gather. 
His blest^presence they shall have. 

Sweet, as on our pilgrim journey, 

By His presence ever led ; 
Sweet to rest upon His bosom, 

And by His own hand be fed. 

Sweet to gather at His footstool, 
There the needed grace to gain ; 

Sweet to know that Ho supplieth 
All the strength we need obtain. 

Sweet, O sweet, around His table, 

By the Holy Spirit led ; 
Sweet to take the cup of blessing ; 

Sweet to share the broken bread. 

Sweeter far when we shall gather 
Unto Him whom now we love ; 

Sweetest joy, for ever dwelling 
With our Lord in Heaven above. 



G. S. J. 



NOTICE. 

WE have pleasure in calling); the attention of onr readers to a 
small book entitled "The Yearly Bible Calendar," by 
H. Groves. 

It is intended to help the children of Qod into a systematic 
readiiiff of the Holy Scri|itui-es, so tliat nothing bo left unread of 
that which is given as a light to our feet. 

The arrangement siig|;e8teil for daily reading is such that, if 
adhered to, the entire New Testainfnt will be read throngh once 
in a year, and the entire Old Te^stament, once iu each year or 
ouce in two years, as time mav permit. 

From the very common habit of only reading favourite por- 
tions of Scrittturo, many children of 6od are in comparative 
ignorance of {lortions of God's word which are as muoh for their 
profit as the parts >vith which they are familiar. 

To such, this littL^ Calendar may prove a help and a blessing. 

Published by JOHN F. SHAW & CO.. 

46 PATflR'NOBTJiB BOW, UMOOV. 
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Or 7/3, post free, for the above set of 5 
volumes direct from the Publishers. 
The above contain Notes of Addresses 
and Articles by William Lincoln. Henry 
Groves, Alexander Stewart, Rice T. Hop- 
kins, J. Denham Smith, John Hambleton, 
Jobn BL CaldweU, and others. 
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PACKET A.— PRICE SIXPENCE. POST FREE. 
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 

lieveth in Him should not perish but have overlaying life. 
God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 

for OS. 
Herein is love^ not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent Hib Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
In due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 
When 1 see the blood I will }^a8s over you. 

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 
He that belicveth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of Cvod. 
He that believeth on Him is not condemned. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 
I will come again and receive you unto Myself. 
Take My voke upon you and learn of Me ;. for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 

tmsteth in Thee. 
If we ask anything according to His will. He heareth us. 

Be careful for nothing, but m everything by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known unto God. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom. 
He shall come, t% be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe. 
Be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 

as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again 

with rejoicing brin^g his sheaves with him. 
Little children, abide m Him ; that when He shall appear, we may have confidence, 

and not be ashuned before Him at His coming. 
He that winneth souls is wise. 
Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also ye arc called, 

PACKET B.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 
Ye are complete in Him (Col. ii. 10). 
Jesus said — It is finished f John xiz. 80). 

In all thy ways acknowleage Him and He shall direct thy path (Prov. iii. 6). 
The meek will He ^ide in judgment and the meek will He teach His Way. 
As He is so are we in this world (1st John iv. 17). 
They that feared the Lord spake often one to another (Mai. iii. 16). 
Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. viii. 12). 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow nor cr^-ing, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the former 

things are passed away (Kev. zxi 4). 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love which ye have .showed 

toward His Name, in that ye have ministered to the Saints, and do minister. 
He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, tiiat we might be made the 

righteousness of God in Him (2nd Cor. v. 21). 
Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed for I am thy God, I m\\ 

strengthen the^ ; yea I will uphold thee : yea I will hold thee up with the right 

hand of My righteousness (Isa. xli 10). 
He gave Himself for our sins that He might i^eliver us from the present evil world. 
He hath said, I will never leave, nor forsake tlice (Heb. xiii. 15). 
All have sinned and come short of the glory of Gkid (Rom. iii. 23). 
By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight (Rom. iii. 20). 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way and 

the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Isa. liii. 6). 
He hath made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph. i 6). 

Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm cxix. 106). 
I am crucified with Christ (Gal. ii. 20). 

As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him (Col. ii. 6). 
Now are ye light in the Lord — walk as children of li^ht (Eph. v. 8). 
My ([race is sufficient for thee, for Ky strength is made perfect in weakness. 
God IS able to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye, having all-sufficiency 

in all things may abound in erery good work (2nd Cor, ix. 8). 



GLASGOW: 
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JEBIOHO AND AL 



TTTHHiST yet in the wilderness, anbelicf had pos- 
'< seseion of the nDcircaiDciBed hearts of Israel. 
"Ihe people be strong that dwell In the land, and 
tbe cities are walled, and very great ; and, moreover, 
n taw the children of Anak there. We be not 
kble to go up against the people, for they are stronger 
than wa" (Num. xiii. 28, 31.) Thus, God being left 
oat of Uieir reckoning, all seemed against them. It 
«H not BO with Caleb and Joahaa. Their eyes were on 
OoD, " Let OS go Qp at once and possess it, for we are 
well able to oTercome them, only rebel not yo against 
the lord, neither fear ye the people of the land, for 
Uiey aie la«ad for iu : their defence is departed from 
tlwm, and the Lord ia with us, fear them not." 

To effect this transition from unbelief to faith is the 
pmpoM of all God's discipline towards his people ; and 
*e may judge that his dealings with Israel were not in 
win, from the way ia which they now set themselves 
to poesees the inheritance which before they had " des- 
pised". 

And be it specially observed, that tbe omnipotence 
of Qod had to set itself as directly against their own 
ptnene mS, as against theii enemies, else they never 
had set foot on Canaan ; for a thousand times would 
they have turned back to Egypt, but for Ood. " He 
haie tliem on eoglea' wings," "He carried them," — con- 
nlting not their will as tbe eagle consults not the will 
of its young one — or the mother the will of the infant. 
Soeh ia onr Ood ; of His choice we are vessels of mercy, 
therefore are we kept for the inheritance that is reserved 
f» ui in heaven. 

Hu Tictoty at Jericho was complele, but it was of 



such character as to set aside entirely the wisdom and 
and power of man, and to exalt the Lord alone. It 
was "Bi; faith" that " tlie walls of Jericho fell down." 
(Heh. xi. 30.) Israel had their part in it, but nothing 
in which to glory, save the Lord. 

Such are all faith's victories ; they are the Lord's 
victories, hence we sing, " Thanks be unto Gud who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" The men of war" were there with their armour on, 
ready for use at the command of the Lord. Tlio 
priests were there, with their trumpets of rams' homsi 
evermore caUing to God on behalf of Israel, and 
pleading even more plainly than the silver trumpets, the 
accepted ofiuring as the ground of favour. The ark 
was there, with the blood-sprinkled mercy-aeat; and 
Sinai's " ministration of death " within — all was ready 
— but not a blow was to be struck, not a shout to bo 
given — till the moment appointed of God. 

Six days they compassed the city— days of the long- 
suffering of God. "He ia alow to wrath." To tbe 
men of Jericho the import of this spectacle must have 
been unmistakeable. 

They had heard bow the Lord dried np the waters 
of the Red Sea, and what Israel did unto the two 
kings of the Amorites — as soon as they heard, theit 
hearts did melt — yet did tbey continue in rebellion and 
unbeliet (Seo Heb.xi. 31 ; Josh. ii. 10, 11.) Rahab 
only "bditved" and "by faith" she perished not with 
those that believed not. 

The seventh day — the last of God's long-suffei-ing — 
this testimony to His moroy is repeated aeven timet. 

It reminds us of the increased energy with which tha 
gospel is being sent forth in these " last days" of Ood's 
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long-sufifcring to the world ;. and can we doubt that, as 
with Jericho, so with Christ-rejecting Christendom* 
the '* sudden destruction " is near at hand. (See 2 Pet. 
iii 9-15.) 

The hour of Israel's victory is the hour of nature's 
exhaustioi^ It must have been no light day's work 
for warriors, priests, or people, seven times to march 
around the walls of so large a city as Jericho. They 
had set out "early about the dawning of the day" ; 
other days they returned to the camp after one circuit; 
but this day after seven, they are suddenly called to 
" ahotU" for tlie Lord had given them the city. 

How different all this from man's ways. God so 
orders the conflict as to keep His people dependent 
upon Himself, and that the excellency of the power 
may be of God and not of man. The spies had been 
sent to gather information, doubtless, as to the best way 
of attack, but their information is set aside, the whole 
wall of the city falls flat, and entrance is not by any 
carefully forced breach, but every man went up "straight 
before him," and they took the city that the Lord had 
given them. " By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were compassed about seven days." (Heb. 
xL 30,) 

Only twice in Heb. xL is the faith of Israel as a 
people noticed. The one is the passage of the Red Sea, 
the other is the taking of Jericho. 

In the first, they are captives being delivwed from 
the grasp of him that had oppressed them ; they stand 
still and God works for them ; they see the salvation of 
the Lord: 

In the second, they are conquerors taking possession, 
for God, of a land that the enemies of the Lord had 
held; but still it is God who works for them. In both 
cases alike, it is by the power and grace of God that 
the work is done. 

And surely the people of God are still in like 
position as to the foe. By faith, they " pass from 
death to life " (Tim. v. 24), are " delivered from the 
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
of God's dear Soii." (CoL L 13.) They are "risen 
with Christ," and called to seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
(Col. iiL 1.) But this is not all. H delivered from the 
slavery and power of Satan for ever through the death 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, so surely do 
we meet him again in conflict to hold us back from the 
po$$et$ion or ^oytMrnt of all that is ours in Christ 



To apprehend that for which ha had been apprehended 
by Christ Jesus, was the constant purpose of the 
Apostle Paul (Phil. iiL 12), and to frustrate his efforts 
after this the constant aim of the adversary. 

Nor will any Christian know much of the power of 
the enemy until he has truly set himself "to win 
Christ," to enjoy Him as his present portion. 

By and by it will be manifested that we have indeed 
" an inheritance reserved for us in heaven ". Upon the 
possession of that^ we are not yet called to enter ; and 
upon earth we have "no continuing city," nor any 
land that we can call ours now. But we have Chrid 
and He is ours now^ and if we have no promise of this 
world's riches, we have " the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ". " In him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily," and those spiritual blessings where- 
with God hath blessed us in Christ are the portion of 
which we are called to take possession now. But are 
not many of God's people now like Israel of old before 
they had got the victory over the enemy 1 Israel might 
have surveyed the land — its fruitful -plains and sunny 
hills — they might have known of its fountains and its 
treasures, its milk and its honey, its com and wine 
and oil, and said to themselves, " All this is ours ; God 
has given it to us, because He loved us ". But where 
would have been their joy and comfort, their praise and 
thanksgiving, had they only looked at it without set- 
ting their feet upon it, or eating and drinking of its 
fatness 1 

Such are they who know that they have in Christ 
forgiveness, but are not every day rejoicing in the 
thought that they are indeed forgiven; that in Him 
they have access to God, even into the holiest of all, 
and yet remain far off as though the veil had not been 
rent ; that in Him they have the life and portion of 
SONS, and yet worship as if they were but favoured 
creatures; or who know that in Christ they have 
wisdom, but are continually leaning to their own under- 
standing, instead of looking to Him to give them light ; 
that in Christ they have power, but are using their own 
in combating the adversary's strength, and finding its 
weakness, instead of proving the strength of the " ever- 
lasting arms " ; or who know that in Christ they have 
love^ and comfort, and peace, and joy, but who fly to 
earthly friends and broken cisterns to fill their yearning 
hearts. 

Who do not own in their hearts that they have indeed 
deapiaed this goodly heritage of spiritual bloaaings, and 
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(ailed to make it their own in present enjoyment as 
they might ? 

The strongholds by which Satan keeps us back fi-om 
the enjoyment of heavenly things are not walleil cities, 
or armed men, nor are we called to " war after the 
flesh ". " The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God, to the pulling down of strong- 
holds." And what these Jerichoes that oppose our 
spiritual progress are, is shown in the following 
words : — " Casting down imaginations (or reasonings), 
and erery high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ " (2 Cor x. 4, 5.) 
What mighty fortresses has Satan in the thoughts of a 
mind that has never been thoroughly subjected for 
renewing, from the very foundation, to God and His 
Word! 

Religious strongholds, whose mighty walls are preg- 
jadice and tradition — philosophic strongholds — inipreg. 
nahle to all but God, through science and logic, 
"falsely so called". Strongholds of worldliness, covet- 
ousness, self-will, and vanity, and above all, perhaps, 
of legality, and imperfect knowledge of the grace and 
saffideney of God. 

All these, and many more, obstnict the progress of 
th« aool toward full enjoyment of the things above. 

Bot simple faith, content to live and feed upon the 
Word of God, shall have the victory. In Him heliev- 
ing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

The victory at Jericho was obtained with so little 
effort on IsraeFs part, that evidently they had 
begun to nnder-estimate the power of the adversary. 

The men of Ai were but few compared to Jericho and 
reason b^;an to compare strength with strength, and to 
give its ready advice without consulting God, " Let not 
ill the people go up, but let about two or three thousand 
men go up and smite Ai ". Such language as this at 
once betrays confidence in the flesh. They had for- 
gotten for the moment that the " few " of Ai were more 
than a match for Israers hosts, if flesh be measured 
with flesh for who so weak as the people of God] 
When Moses' hands were down, " Amalek prevailed " 
(Ex. xvii 17). How could it be otherwise] God 
most teach His people that in the wilderness or in the 
land He alone is their strength, and this they can only 
learn by experience ; for after all, bitter though it be, 
there is no learning like this, and no college like the 
Khod of GkxL Doubtless^ full of confidence in self. 



rather than of faith in God, three thousand men went 
forth, " and they fled before the men of Ai ". 

Touching, indeed, is the cry of Joshua, as he lies on 
his face before the Lord. " Lord, what shall I say 
when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies 1 
. . . and what wilt Thou do unto Thy great name f ' 
The answer of the Lord is prompt and sharp, convey- 
ing a reproof to Joshua for allowing the suspicion for 
a moment to be harboured that He had failed towards 
Israel in faith fidness, as the pmyor of Joshua most 
evidently implied — " Get thee up ; wherefore liest thou 
thus upon thy face ; Israel hath sinned ". 

The path of God's people might ever be one of 
triumph. There is no reason in God why all should 
not be able to say with the Apostle, " Thanks be unto 
God who always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in 
every place" (2 Cor. iL 14). "The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong in the behalf of them wh(>se heart in 
perfect towards Him." 

It is thus individually ; and the same collectively is 
true of any assembly of God's people. " The Lord is 
with you while ye be with him," — this is the principle 
upon which He acts. If we walk with Grod in the 
light, we can count upon His presence with us and His 
power to be manifested on our behalf ; but if wo walk 
in darkness. He cannot leave the light to walk with us : 
He must cause us to know that fellowship with Him can 
only be enjoyed in the way of obedience to His will* 

Israel's defeat was a certain indication that something 
was in their midst requiring to be judged and put 
away. God looks upon them corporately, and judges 
them as one man — " Israel hath sinned ". 

There was yet enough of true-heartednesstoGod among 
them to set about the discovery of the evU very promptly* 
The tribe, the family, the house, was taken by lot, until 
the finger of God pointed to the very man whose sin had 
been the immediate cause of the defeat at Ai 

Had Achan judged himself, who knows but the Lord 
might have shown him mercy ; but not until the sin 
could no longer be hid did he make the confession. 
It was a forced acknowledgment, evincing no change 
of heart, but vindicating the rightness of God's 
verdict. 

God had forbidden Israel to take of the accursed 
thing, and had expressly commanded that tha silver 
and the gold should come into th« txeisnzy off th» Loid* 
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But in Achan's heart self was before God ; covetousuess 
was his idolatry ; he grudged that such a prize as the 
wedge of gold, of fifty shekels weight, should go to 
God, and so large a sum as 200 shekels of silver. He 
8aw them ; he coveted them ; he tooh them ; he hid 
them, and judgment followed. Moreover, he coveted 
the " goodly garment of Shinar," thinking, perhaps, to 
deck himself among the people of God, as many yet 
do, with Babel's finery. 

The order in Eden was the same. Eve saw that the 
tree was good for food ; she desired it to make her 
wise ; she took it and she gave it, and then they sought 
to hide themselves and their sin. 

How quickly the eye discovers that whereon the 
heart is set 1 ** the heart walks after the eyes " (Job. 
zxxL 7). Still do the lust of the eye and the pride of 
life work havoc among the people of God. The gold and 
the goodly garment have still their attraction for the 
flesh. May the children of God be warned by Achan, 
and learn that though in mercy the wrath of God be 
restrained. His detestation of covetousness and hypo- 
crisy is the same to-day as when Achan and his family 
were stoned to death and burnt with fire. 

The similarity between this sin which first called 
forth the divine judgment upon Israel after their 
entrance into the land, and the sin first judged in the 
Church, viz., that of Ananias and Sapphira — is too 
significant to pass without notice. 

In both cases covetousness and hypocrisy were com- 
bined ; though in Achan's there was more of the former, 
and in Ananias' more of the latter. 

The attempt to maintain a fair profession among the 
people of God, while covetousness filled the heart, was 
essentially the sin of both. The gold and the garment 
coveted by Achan, and the reputation for devotedness 
coveted by Ananias and Sapphira, were alike, the 
witness that self was the object to which they were 
living. 

In both cases the presence of God resented, exposed, 
and judged the evil ; and blessing followed ; victory 
was gained in the power of God, and to the praise of 
His name. 

But where amongst the children of God now are 
these sins of covetousness and hypocrisy rated, accord- 
ing to God's estimate of them ? Where is the power, 
or, for that part, the will, to judge them ] There may 
be abundant zeal against outward immorality, and 
rightly so, and even more Jehu-like zeal against doc- 



trinal evil, and against real or supposed fellowship with 
such ! whilst the hypocrisy, that with the mouth shows 
much love, though the life testifies that the heart goes 
after covetousness (Ezek. xxxiiL 32), is allowed to grow 
on without an axe being laid at its root, or its poisonous 
character exposed. 

Times of prosperity in the world, instead of being 
turned to account for the glory of God, in the supply 
of the need of His poor ones, and the furtherance of 
His work among the ungodly and the heathen, are used 
for the decking of the person with Babylonish attire, 
the gratifying of worldly desires, the forming of ex- 
pensive habits, and the advancement of self in the 
world, or even in the Church. 

Yea, deeper still, the very gifts and graces of the 
Spirit, wherewith God has enriched His people, are 
used as the occasion of self-exaltation, the most gifted 
being the most imperious, and the people, instead of 
discerning the sin, yielding to it, and loving to have it sa 
Can the divisions, and the errors, and the misery and 
and shame of God's people be wondered at ? Do they 
not tell of "judgment begun at the House of God," 
of "Israel smitten before the enemy," when every 
man's sword is against his fellow, and every man's back 
exposed to the common foe ? 

But deeper and deeper is the shame ; for instead of 
being " humbled under the mighty hand of God," His 
redeemed ever have "gloried in their shame," have 
exulted in victories over brethren, instead of victories 
over Satan, — one triumphing in truth whilst sacrific- 
ing love, another in love at the sacrifice of truth — 
"all seeking their own," glorying in the prosperity of 
that which they have themselves promoted, and forget 
ting that such glorying is not the fellowship of the 
sympathy of Christ. May every reader of tliis paper 
bow in God's presence, and ask, as he views around him 
the wreck and ruin of Christ's testimony in the Church, 
" Lord, is it 1 1 — am I the Achan in the camp, whose 
covetousness or hypocrisy is turning the edge of the 
sword, and giving strength to the foe 1 " 

"If we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged." The Lord is at hand to "save the humble 
person t " to this man will He look, even to him that 
is of a lowly and contrite heart, and trembles at His 
word. In due time He will lift up those who humble 
themselves; and when He exalts there will be no 
disputing it : men shall see that the Lord hath wrought, 
and iniquity will shut her moutL 
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So was it with Israel, as recorded in Joshua viii. 
God's judgment upon sin being fully executed, He 
again reveals Himself as the Shield and the Deliverer 
of His people ; and Ai and her king are taken — as 
Jericho had been before ~ without the loss of a man in 

IsraeL 

Then follows the setting up of the altar and the 
stones on mount Ebal, as commanded by God in Deut. 
xxviL 4-6, and the reading of the law of Moses to 
all the people. This is significant. God had ordered 
this to be done " on the day when they should pass 
over Jordan ; " but many days had elapsed, and it had 
not been done. 

Who can tell but to this neglect might be traced the 
sin of Acban 1 and may not the sin and sorrow of God's 
people now be largely traceable to the failure of His 
serrants to minister His Word, siraphj and faithfully, 
m seoMon and out of season. Knowledge may have 
been abused, souls by it puffed up instead of humbled ; 
bat nevertheless it remains true that God's appointment 
for the cleansing, feeding, and restoring, as well as for 
the begetting of His children, is His Word. 

The time has come when sound doctrine will not be 
endured : nevertheless, " Preach the Word ". To God 
and the Word of His grace are we commended ; we 
bftTd no other resource, nor do we need another. 

J. R. C. 



H0TE8 ON THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 

BY W. LINCOLN. 

Pabt IL Dialogue III., pbom chap. v. 2. to vi. 12. 



TUUTHLY : ** His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as 
J sweet flowers". Erst, His countenance was 
marred more than any man's. He was saluted with a 
tniitoroas kiss. They spat upon Him, — not once but 
twice : the former time by the High Priest's under- 
lings; the latter, by the soldiers of the governor. 
(Matt xxvi. 6 with xxvii. 30.) That He felt aU this 
indignity is evident from the fact that He particularly 
adverts to this, when in Isaiah 1. he says : " I gave 
My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair, I hid not 
My face from shame and spitting". Well may He 
9M: "The Lord God will help Me". And who is 
the speaker hereY Even the same that wrought the 
pkgoes of Egypt, as He Himself, in the previous verse, 
tesdjSes, specifying two of these, viz. : the drying up 
of the river and clothing the heavens with blackness. 



Tis well for us to keep these double lines of truth 
together. So a little before, we have seen a similar 
combination in Micah v. And hero we may add 
another. The Man, the Shepherd that was smitten, 
was the Fellow of God. (Zech. xiii. 7.) Tis beautiful 
to hear God avouching Him to be His Fellow when 
He was in the depths of His voluntary humiliation ; 
even as it is encouraging to remember that now He is 
yonder in His glory, He is pleased to acknowledge us 
as His fellows. (Heb. i. 9.) 

Of course in all things Jesus our Lord is pre- 
eminent. He is anointed with the oil of gladness 
above us His fellows. To Him alone belongs the joy 
of seeing millions of sons resting upon God's bosom 
and owing all they enjoy to Him. To Him alone 
belongs the glory that He has told out the Father's 
love and gratiRed the longings of the Father's heart 
And God is for a while feasting His soul as if in secret 
communion with the leisurely survey of the work of 
His beloved Son. But the assurance of the delight 
with which He regards Him and His finished work is 
conveyed down to us by the Holy Ghost. For the 
oil poured upon the Head flows down the cheeks and 
causes His face to shine. God hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God, in the face of Jesus Christ. And thus our 
estimate of Him is being wonderfully changed ; so much 
so, that our spirits are being transformed to His own 
image, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, — that is, in 
such a way as the Spirit of the Lord alone could effect 
But the sight of Christ as He is ever produces 
assimilation to His likeness and consequent joy. Gaze 
upon any one else, gaze even upon royalty, and no 
change is effected; you are precisely the same after- 
wards as you were before. But with Him* how 
different ! The more attentively you survey Him, the 
more good accrues to you. And when at length you 
see Him with those very eyes, — see Him as He is, the 
effect will be, you will be rendered quite like Him. 
Therefore it is that Christ keeps that request in His 
memorable prayer unto the last : '' Father, I will that 
they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I 
am, that they may behold My glory ". For it is in this 

* Rev. XX. 12 should have been translated : " I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before the throne^' — not "before God". 
There is more in this emendation than a careless reader might 
imagine. For the sight of God a# 2r< it is an onmixt blessijag. 
(Matt, r.) 
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way, and only in this way, that we can and do get it. 
So at last, when the Church comes down from heaven, 
as recorded in Eev. xxi.. she is described as " having 
the glory of God". 

It is remarkable that no picture of the Lord, no 
similarity of what He was like when on earth has been 
given to us. He was here, as it were, in disguise, to 
win our hearts with His love and with the revelation 
of His moral glory. And now whilst we are being 
drawn to Him, He is hidden in God. When presently 
God will give us back our Lord, and as when He 
beholds in us the travail of His soul He will be satisfied ; 
BO we too shall be satisfied when we awake up in His 
likeness. There is a satisfaction or fulness which 
earthly parents are conscious of when they behold their 
own lineaments transmitted doum unto their children, 
and, as it were, themselves reproduced in them. But 
the saint's hope is to be '' satisfied '' or full by himself 
being transformed upwards into the likeness of His 
Saviour. It is the same word " satisfied * or " full " 
in both verses 14 and 15 of the seventeenth Psalm. 
The one is full or is satisfied with his own children, 
pictures, as it were, again of himself. The other is full 
or is satisfied when he is quite transformed into the 
likeness of the Lord."*^ The one is earthly and fading 
joy ; the latter is heavenly and eternal 1 And in this 
wonderful manner is our estimate of Him finally 
changed and rectified. 

Sixthly : " His lips are like lilies, dropping sweet- 
smelling myrrh". Lilies represent lowliness, myrrh 
symbolises death. How feelingly the Bride here speaks 
of the lips of the Lord Jesus, and well she may indeed. 
For it is by the words of grace which proceed out of 
His mouth that her soul has been drawn to Him. He has 
said : " Come unto Me," and Ho has assured us that 
He is meek and lowly ; — not in pretence but ** in 
heart ". Our hearts have been moved by His words, 
for when we were weary and heavy-laden, His one 
theme to us was of His being lifted up, significant of 
the accursed death which He died on tlie behalf of those 
who othenvise had been themselves accursed fer ever. 
(So John iii. 14 ; viii. 28 ; xii. 32, 38.) It is in this 

* Snch I believe to be the real x^oint of the contrast drawn in 
Psalm xvii. 14, 15, between the worldling's highest joy and tlie 
sure hope of the saints. Had this last verse been rendered '' I 
shall be full with Thy Hkeness," this had been more evident. 
The fnlnesscs are two : bnt oh ! how different in kind. That 
this contrast is -designed- is certain, by the Bpirit making use of 
only one" Hebrew word for the two utterly different joys. 



heavenly and gracious way that He speaks the wore 
season to him that is weary. (Isaiah L 4.) So are 
attracted with His love, for He speaks " comfortab 
or rather as the margin renders this word, " to 
wheart" of the anguished sinner, declaring that 
iniquity is forgiven and his sin covered. (Isaiah 
2.) Is there one of us whose soul was not first piei 
by love like thisi We had expected, it may b 
chilling reception from Him whom we had reject 
but His love quite broke us down. And then, f urt 
behind this love of His there is also to be discerned 
Father's love towards us, and of which He is the Revei 
Thus is He the Truth ! God as such is never ca 
the Truth. Only Christ and the Holy Ghost are t 
in Scripture spoken of. For the Truth is ( 
manifested as He really is ; and Christ visibly ; 
avdiUy^ and the Holy Ghost experimentally i 
feelingly reveal to our astonished souls what God is 
very deed. Hence we learn gradually, and more i 
more, how we had wronged by our hearts* dark su 
cions and our hate, that good and holy God. 

And like as Christ has declared unto us the Fath 
Name in one way, even by His bringing down the 1 
of God to us lost sinners, as He did when He d 
upon the Cross; so is He engaged in telling out r 
that love of God in its heights, in lifting us up 
where He is in yonder glory. And why does He 
us all this, both of the love of God reaching down 
the lowest depths for us when we]were yet sinners, i 
again of that love of God carrying up us who beli 
to the very highest glory where Jesus our Lord 
gone before to prepare the way 1 Let Himself \\ 
His lips of sweet smelling myrrh reply : " I h 
declared unto them Thy name " (in the one way), " i 
will declare it unto them " in the other, ** that the 1 
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them an( 
in them". (John xvii. 26.) 

Seventhly : '* His hands are as gold rings set w 
the beryl" This description is somewhat interpre 
and illustrated in Revelation ch. L by '' the seven st 
hi His right hand" as we read in verse 16, and " 
seven etars upon His right hand," as in the Greek i' 
expressed in verse 20. But to apprehend the f ulo 
and vividness of the language, as well in the Revi 
tion as in the Song, let us remember (1) the Ring 
the hand is an emblem of Sonship. What mere servi 
would presume in his master's house to wear a ri 
much less to have his hands covered with rings a 
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jewels. Ifc was one of the first objects of the father's 
solicitude in the parable of Luke xv. that his son 
whom he heartily acknowledged as such, should wear 
upon his hand a ring. And though God indeed may now 
have many such sons who once were prodigals, yet has 
He but One coequal, coeternal and the only Begotten 
of the Father. And hence in tracing Christ's path in 
coming down from God to reach us in our sins by his 
becoming the Lamb of God as the Evangelist does in 
John i., it would appear as if the Spirit judged it an 
inadequate view of His glory to tell us of His Sonship; 
He prefers rather to put it in the way of His gi'eatness 
being so divine, that even all others, as many as receive 
Him, He gives power unto, that they likewise may 
tbioagh Himself become sous of God also. For the 
life was manifested that we eventually might have 
that eternal life. What a Son must He be, \Vho can 
cause even us to become sons of God in very deed 
likewise ! He the Giver of the life ; we the happy 
recipients thereof. 

Xext (2) a ring was used in olden times as a signet. 
It was the emblem of delegated authority. See Esther 
iii 10 especially verse 12. But the most notable in- 
stance of this fact is found in Genesis xli. 42, where 
we read of Pharaoh taking off his ring from his hand 
and patting it upon Joseph's hand. And this he did 
to confirm his word : " Thou shalt be over my house, 
and according to thy word shall all my people be 
ruled, only in the throne will I be greater than thou "• 
Now God has committed all authority to the Lord 
Jesus in heaven and in earth. At present the primary 
use of this power by Christ is to give meat to the 
hungry. (See John vl 27.) This meat endures to 
everlasting life ! And the proof which he cites that 
this He can give is : '* For Him hath God the Father 
sealed ". But that Seal is the Holy Ghost Whom, now 
that He is risen and glorified, He likewise gives unto 
us who obey Him. (Acts v. 32.) For whilst we have 
become sons already when once He has given to us 
everlasting life ; still further, being sons, the Seal, the 
Spirit is given unto us, not indeed to make us sons 
but " because we are sons ". (Gal. iv.) 

And once more (3) the Holy Ghost's main work with 
OS who believe in Christ, is to unite us all together 
into one, by uniting us severally unto a living glorified 
Christ. And thus is tliat unique piece of divine 
mechanism, the Church of God formed, nourished, and 
maintained, even on earth. It is a great mistake to 



suppose that the Spirit has come down personally into 
this world specially to convert sinners. For sinners 
have been converted unto God, as we all admit, now 
for nearly six thousand years. But the Holy Ghost 
has only been present here as a divine Person, 
for about two thousand years. His object in coming 
down in this special manner is to tell out to us who 
believe, the glory of Christ in heaven, and to unite us 
to that precious Christ and consequently to unite us to 
each other. There was nothing of this before Pente- 
cost ; nor indeed could be. For there was no such a 
Man unto Whom converted sinners could be united. 
As the light was in the world even on the first day's 
creation, whilst yet it shone not forth in splendour 
from the bright Sun upon the earth until the fourth 
day's creation : so the Spirit was ever the divine agent 
in all conversions, in all ages. But he has now come 
forth from Christ who is yonder seated at the right 
hand of God. This striking change and advance in 
His mode of action presupposes an object worthy of that 
change. For with God there is no waste of power. 
Then what is that object of the Spirit's personal pre- 
sence here now in this world 1 "By One Spirit wo are 
all baptised into one body and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit." Such is the case with us now 
who believe whether before we were Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we were bond or free. For " where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty." (See 1 Cor. iii 17.) 

Hence (4) we are in His hand for our security, and 
on His hand to exhibit His glory. As yet the world 
does not acknowledge His authority. It rejects Him 
persistently. It accounts Him dead, buried, and done 
with. But His little flock know otherwise. His wiU 
is His people's law. As they submit themselves to His 
Spirit, so are they swayed perfectly by Him. And 
thus are we who are His ** one Spirit with the Lord " 
Himself. Yet all this is of free grace, even as from no 
other colour does the beryl or topaz receive any hue. 
As for the world aud aO. its insensate opposition, He 
will easily cope with it all in God's own time. Till 
then He waits for His enemies to be made " His foot- 
stool ". 

Eighthly : " His belly (or " body ") is as bright 
ivory overlaid with sapphires." Here there may be an 
allusion to the Temple which the inspired composer of 
this Song himself had built and which was of polished 
white stone, dazzling in the sunlight by its hr^htness, 
and over which rested, in its normal condition, the 
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cloud of heavenly glory. In Daniel x., this Being here 
Bpoken of after this style was seen by the prophet, 
whose description of Him is as a man clothed with 
linen and His body like the beryl. Also in Rev. i we 
read of Him as clothed with a garment down to the 
foot and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. The 
sapphire blue ever in Scripture represents heavenliness 
and the gold, divinity. Surely it is in striking albeit 
in undesigned coincidence with the underlying thought 
here, that Mark, who in his gospel presents us with the 
picture of the perfect Servant, alone adds this exquisite 
touch in his account of the Transfiguration ; " His 
raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow, so 
as no fuller on earth can whit<3 (ham ". (Mark x. 3.) 
Here surely then is a distinct glance at the Lord's 
official robes. They came from heaven in snowy white- 
ness, and after having been spread abroad upon the 
earth in all directions, and in contact with all sorts of 
individuals and of companies, they were still seen to 
be such as no fuller on earth could render them cleaner 
or brighter ! What a testimony to the holy, undeviat- 
ing walk of Him Who cometh to do the will of His 
Father. Truly He kept Himself unspotted from the 
world. As He Himself testified, He overcame the 
world, of course by separation entire from all its evils. 
And He has promised to us who overcome by like 
separation from its pollutions and defilements that we 
shall be clothed in white raiment. (Rev. iii. 5.) And 
accordingly, in Rev. xix., the Church, every member of 
it, is seen in fine linen, clean and white, which fine 
linen is explained there to be the righteousnesses * of 
THE SAINTS. As before God, Christ Himself risen and 
glorified is our righteousness, — He Himself alone : and 
we are made the righteousness of God in Him, so when 
we come to judging the ways of the world as in Rev. 

• The reader will please to bear in mind that the word ren- 
dered righteousness in Rev. xix. 8 is quite another word in 
Greek to that which is ordinarily used in Scripture. There 
must be a reason for this variation. Generally the word is 
dixaioovyri ; but here we read itKatMiiara^ which latter word, 
literally translated, is ** the righteousnesses " or the " righteous 
actions " in detail and those not of God but of the Saints, So 
the reader who perceives the panoramic prophecy of the profes- 
sing Church's decadence in the seven epistles of Rev. ii. and iii., 
and 80 of the Protestantism of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries in the epistle to the Church of Sardis, will understand 
that in the promise of Christ in Rev. iii, 5 cited above there is a 
glance back at His words of those who have not defiled their 
garments in union with the world See my "Javelin of Phene- 
has " and also " Lectures on Revelation ". 



xix. is the case, then must our own ways be clean 
themselves, .^nd however this whiteness in both ways 
may become us who are His chosen associates for ever, 
inasmuch as we are clean every whit through His blood 
and who are righteous in Himself personally before our 
God, and also again whose walk with more or less of 
righteousness is a holy walk ; still here in this Song 
this is seen to be emphatically pre-eminently true of 
Him our Lord. He is the heavenly One. He is the 
perfect Servant. Ere He came into the world His 
voice was heard — " A body hast Thou prepared Me. I 
come to do Thy will, O God ". And in His service 
down here, as we have noticed from Mark's gospel. He 
kept His garments unspotted. At the close of His 
work. He could put His own imprimatur thereon and 
say : " It is finished *\ In Resurrection, He is plainly 
saying I love my Master, my wife, my children. 
(Exodus xxi.) For now as John xiiL sketches to us, 
we see Him whilst there engaged in washing our feet, 
by his priestly ministrations, in the water of the Word 
of God. Then when He comes again to all His faith- 
ful servants He will utter the gladsome heartstirring 
word, " Well done ". Nay more. He will make us to 
sit down to meat and come forth and serve us. (Luke 
xii.) Thus is He God's servant for ever. And our 
joy for ever shall be to reign under Him and to serve 
under Him for ever. 



THE LORD IS OOMINa. 



THE Lord is coming I whom I long to see, 
That blessed One who gave Himself for me ; 
Who on the Cross in agonies and blood, 

Paid my redemption price in full to God. 

The Lord is coming ! I shall like Him be ; 

For I shall then look on His face and see 
That countenance that was so marred and sad, 

That mine might through eternity be glad. 

The Lord is coming ! joy shall then be mine ; 

Fulness of joy mil in His face then shine— 
Joy that shall never dim nor fade away ; 

But last throughout one everlasting day. 

The Lord is coming ! be my portion here 

To watch and wait, He surely must be near — 

So near, that any moment I may be 
Caught up into the air, Himself to see. 

The Lord is coming ! come, Lord Jesus, come, 
And change me into Thy bless'd likeness soon : 

And in the glory evermore, 1*11 praise 
The grace that made me thine through endless 
days. G. 8. J. 
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BiBKSKHEAD, February, 1879. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,— Some of your 
readers may be interested to bear of tbe Lord's 
work in the United States and Canada. I sailed from 
here in tbe '* Germanic/' reaching New York in nine 
days, and landing on Lord's-day morning, 1st December. 
As the steamer came alongside the pier I was glad to 
see onr Brother Donald Munro, who had come from 
Boston on purpose to meet me, and Richard Owens 
standing beside him. We were just in time for the 
Breaking of Bread. About/twenty-fiye are gathered 
together. They have the Clarendon Hall, East 
Thirteenth Street, on the Lord's-day morning ; but as 
yet haTe no hall exclusiyely for themselve& Halls are 
difficult to get — very expensive. Our Brother Owens 
has had an interesting meeting for coloured sailors on 
the Lord's-day afternoon for some years now. 
D. Monro had been for some months in 

Boston, 

and holding two meetings each day there, but was obliged 

to give up, having overtaxed himself. This decided 

me to go there with him, and seek to follow up his 

meetings. About eighty are now gathered together in 

Essex Street Hall, in which I had meetings each 

afternoon for a fortnight One hundred and fifty was 

the average attendance, and in the evenings I had good 

meetings in Lynn and Newton Centre, places a few 

miles out from Boston. One day I spent in B3rfield 

vith Charles, from Aberdeen, D. Ross's son-in-law, who 

is now devoting himself to evangelistic work, and both 

there and in Lawrence, eight miles distant, a number 

have been converted and gathered together through him. 

Leaving Munro at Boston to rest, I went on to 

Canada West. 
About seven years ago D. Munro went to Forrest, in 
that part, to see Jiis brother. He saw the need of 
workers there and remained. Others since that have 
helped with him from time to time. 

1 met several there working in different parts. 
Donald Ross and John Smith, from the old country, 
many know, and I was glad to meet with several 
belonging to Canada whom the Lord is using, T. 
Muir of Hamilton was one who has been to a number 
of places with J. Smith. J. Grimeson, who was a 
Wesleyan minister but not converted, now saved by 
grace, is working in concert with them, and there are 
ot)jerft besides. 
There are nearly twenty-eight places in that district 



where saints are gathered in the name of the Lord. 
Li one place in a farm-house one dear old Christian 
there has the joy of meeting her five sons at the Lord's 
Table. Li another place, where a farmer has built 
himself a brick house, they meet in the old log one, 
which is now consecrated to the Lord and seated for 
meetings. 

We took advantage of Christmas day for Believers' 
Meetings in that district, and in a small hall at Court- 
land had crowded meetings, and then in Gait, as the 
centre of another district, we had three meetings on 
New-year's day. From there I started off to 

Columbus, Ohio. 

When at Boston our Brother Whipple, who has a 
tract depot there, showed me a letter from a Presby- 
terian elder living in Columbus, thanking Mr. W. for 
having sent him W. Lincoln's Lectures on Revelation. 
His letter interested me, and I arranged to go and see 
him on my way to St. Louis. I found him taught in 
the Scriptures and working for Christ, but exercised 
and troubled as to his position in a sect. We spent 
one whole day together over the Scriptures, and as I 
left the following morning he said, as he held up his 
Bible, " To-morrow I shall be able to spend over this 
Word, and it must decide for me my position." A 
fortnight after I received a note from him saying, " I 
am [now outside and standing alone, but I hope ere 
long the two or three will be gathered together here." 

St. Lodis. 
About four or five years since our brother James 
Campbell of Jarrow-on-Tyne, became very anxious 
about an aunt and her family in St. Louis. He was 
longing to see them and set Christ before them. The 
fact that they were separated by 4000 mUes was not 
allowed to hinder. He crossed the Atlantic on pur- 
pose that he might speak to them of salvation. Five 
or six of them were converted, and thus the little 
meeting began in their house, which now numbers 
thirty. They have a hall on Lord's day in which they 
gather and preach the Gospel in the evening, and there 
are two or three young men earnestly engaged in work 
for the Lord. After having]spent some time there, 
J. C. started off to see another aunt living near St 
Charles, Minnesota. He reached there in four days by 
steamer on the Mississippi River, and again the Lord 
honoured faith and heard the prayer of his children, 
others were brought to Christ, and there are now four 
or five places in that district where the two or three 
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are gathered. John Bole, a farmer there, who had 
been engrossed in the world, and had scarcely written 
at all to his parents who were still living in the North 
of Ireland, said to J. C, " I must go home now and 
tell them what the Lord has done for me, but I feel as 
I could not speak to them alone — you come with me.' 
He consented, and together they crossed the Atlantic 
Some of J. B.'s relatives were converted ; a great work 
began, and hundreds were saved through the preaching 
of J. C. and James Smith. Thus the Lord works — 
Andrew found Simon and Philip brought Nathaniel, 
and so it is still. Thus a door was opened in St. 
Louis, a city of half a million people, by one seeking 
his relatives. 

TOBOXTO. 

With its 70,000 people will]soon be the most impor- 
tant City in Canada. Here I met a number I had known 
on this side in years past, from Iver and West Drayton, 
Birmingham, London, Ipswich, and Carlisle, each 
finding work for the Master. On the Lord's day 
morning at 8-30, I had an opportunity of speaking to 
about 300 prisoners, in the Central Prison. 

Hamilton. 

Here the Conference, beginning on Jan., 16th, and 
lasting 4 days was held. About 250 were present each 
day. More than 150 from places around. Five or six 
from Boston. 

On the second morning of our coming together a 
German Brother only converted a year or so before, 
gave the key note to our meeting. He said " When 
first I came to this country, I was driving my team of 
oxen in the cart, when all at once the wheel came off, 
the lynch pin had dropped out, I know now what it 
was called, but then I did not know its name, so I 
went away to the blacksmith and I said, ' My cart has 
broken down and I want something/ Well, what do you 
wantl* he said. 'Ah ! that is just it I want something, but 
I do not know what you call it.' * What is it that is 
broken V * The wheel is off.' Then you want a lynch pin, 
and he came and put one in. And since I've been 
converted," he added, "loften have to go to theLord and 
say, ' Lord I want something, I don't know what it is, 
Lord, but I want something. ' " 

The whole meeting seemed to be drawn into the 
presence of the Lord, saying, ** Lord we want some- 
thing" the reality of communion, the power of the 
Lord is needed, without it we come to a standstill 

Seeing that Halla were so yei^ expensive in cities, 



I said to J. Smith, " You need tents here more even than 
we do at home." He replied, " We have been asking the 
Lord about it for Twelve months." I resolved then to 
bring it before the Christians at the Conference. 
Saturday evening 9-30, was the only time we could 
have an extra meeting, but even then 100 Brethren 
came together, and when we put before them the way 
in which tents had been used, with so much blessing 
following at home, and told them that there ought to 
be two tents for preaching in, during the coming sum- 
mer, one in the United States, and one in Canada, 
they heartily responded, and determined that in each 
gathering, they would have a collection for that work 
I said I would bring it before Christians at home, and 
see if they would not like to have fellowship witii 
them in it, by purchasing one tent and sending it 
over. 

The need is great, the worldliiiess of professing 
Christians at home may well alarm and make us often 
doubt the reality of their profession, but in the States it 
seems far worse. Labourers are needed, men of God, 
furnished with the Word of God, who will stand true 
to it when they get there, and not those who will hide 
and keep back the truth for the sake of getting a crowd 
to preach to, as though the only object an Evangelist 
had before him was numbers, instead of souls for 
Christ, his intense desire being that men might 
know Him as Saviour, and then own Him as Lord. 

I trust this letter may call forth increased fellowship 
in prayer for the work of the Lord in the States and 
Canada, and may stir some true hearted workers to find 
their way into these regions beyond. 

Yours to serve in the Gospel, 

Rick T. Hopkins. 



DAVID. - 

SAUL reappears as the unchanged enemy of David. 
Neither his repeated disappointment by Jehovah's 
preserving hand with David, nor David's kindness in ' 
sparing his life had altered him. He made another 
attempt to take him. 

" Saul pitched in Hachilgh, before Jeshimon, with 
three thousand chosen men to take him." 

David, aware of Saul's movements, sent out spies to 
watch. He came to the place where Saul had pitched, 
watched how he lay, and how his captains were ' 
arranged around him. David then sought a companion ' 
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to the trench, and Abishai, Joab's brother, ofifered to 
go with him. They went and found them fast asleep, 
" for a deep sleep had fallen on them from Jehovah *\ 
Thus David had a second opportunity for revenging 
himself by dispatching Saul with the sword, and was 
urged to do so, but refused. He would not touch the 
Lord's anointed ; but in order that his righteousness, 
yea, his graciousness, might appear to Saul, they took 
his spear and crown from his bolster and returned. 
From the hill-top David cried with a loud voice to 
Abner, remonstrating and reproving him and others for 
not keeping their master, the Lord's anointed, holding 
up the spear and crown. 

Abner was angry, but Saul recognising David's voice, 
was softened, and said, " Is this thy voice, my son 
David f David replied by reasoning and remonstrating 
with Saul, and appealing to Jehovah. His reply told 
on Saul, and illustrated the words of Job : *^ How 
forcible are right words ! *' Saul fell under them, 
ackno'vledged his sin, and confessed himself a fool. 
He justified, commended David, and foretold his 
eventual triumph. 

Thus they parted. Yes, they parted, and (although 
neither knew it nor even thought it) that for life. It 
was their last sight of and communication with each 
other here, and thrice happy was it for David that the 
scene thus closed ; it would bear reflection, and, 
together with the former kindness in the cave, enabled 
hvm to say and sing in the day of his triumph, " Yea, 
I Lave rewarded good to him that hated me ". 

Saul returned to his place and David went on his 
vay. 

Beloved reader, let us seek grace so to walk with God 
and with our fellow-believers, that if we should be 
Buddenly taken to be with the Lord, there may be 
nothing unsettled between us and God nor, so far as 
^e are concerned, between our brethren and ourselves. 
The scene passed, and another followed, viz., David's 
flight into the land of the Philistines and league with 
Achish, King of Gath — the very city from which 
Goliath came who had fallen under David's hand. 

What an extraordinary step ! How shall it be 
account-cd for 1 

Could David have forgotten the deliverance just 
noticed t Was there no power in the remembrance of 
Jehovah's past kindness to check present temptations 
to distrusts It would appear not— indeed the history 
trreab it— for ** David said in his heart, I shall now^ 



after all, in spite of all, perish one day by the hand of 
Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I 
should escape into the land of the Philistines— Saul 
shall despair of me— I shall escape out of his hands." 
(1 Sam. xviii. 1.) 

This unbelieving counsel was doubtless suggested by 
Satan, listened to by David, and he fled to the uncir- 
cunicised for shelter. 

Sometimes, when reading history or hearing of the 
faults of great men of God in our own day, one has 
been tempted to be angry with them because they were 
not perfect ; but such a feeling is quickly checked by 
the remembrance of what man is at the best, and that 
the flesh, in a giant saint, is the same as in a dwarf, only 
in a giant it is more conspicuous than in a dwarf. 
(Eccles. X. 1.) Also we learn our dependence in 
God for the very confidence we repose in Him ; that 
faith, if not sustained by the Holy Ghost through the 
Word, whose fruit it is (Gal. vi.), will grow feeble, and 
he who was a giant yesterday will be a cowaiyi to-day. 
We need to live by faith each day, as much for 
to-morrow's confidence as for to-morrow's crust. 

David came to Achish, and as we follow him step 
by step, we shall find that to be true, which has often 
been experienced since, perhaps by ourselves, that an 
unbelieving flight from a trouble or a sorrow only brings 
us into greater perplexity and grief. 

In passing, let us glance for a moment at poor, 
unhappy Saul. Surrounded by his enemies, the 
Philistuies, gathered for battle, bereft of Samuel, and 
forsaken by Jehovah, who would not answer him, 
either by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets, he 
became desperate, built again the things which he had 
destroyed, transgressed still more, and sought unto a 
witch. How sad ! yet we cannot but justify God, for 
he (Saul) with all God's favours and his own advan- 
tages had been guilty of rebellion and must bear his 
judgment. At the remembrance of this we bow. We, 
as the saved, will acquiesce in, and justify God for. 
His judgments, albeit they shall be damnation to the 
lost (Kev. xix. 1, 2). No tears, no sighs then. These 
become us now, and action in harmony with these, 
but they wUl not then be known. 

To return. Saul despaired of David, and Achish, 
accepting David, gave him at his request Ziklag, a city 
in the country. From thence David and his men 
sallied forth to battle against the Geshurites and 
Amalekites. They smote them and carried off the 
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spoil, leariug nous to tcU the tale. David, mbropre- 
Bentiog bis movements to Acbish as liaving been 
ngftiiiat Jiidoh, rose in the oatimation of tho King, who 
congratulated bimself on Israel hating David and bis 
becoming bis servant for ever. 

History furnishes UB with beacons to worn us, as 
well as bright oxaraples for our imitation. " Beloved, 
follow lUit that wbicb is evil." No, not even tbia 
ilcceitful scheme of David. 

The cousei]uence3 of a wrong step ore not always 
iinmeiliatoly aeon nor felt. The harvest from sowing 
to the flesh is not always directly reaped, but it 
must come and always be according to the sowing, 
corruption. Consequences of our error must follow 
and will bo painful. It was so with David in his 
alliance with Achish. He obtained his favour and 
'was granted a city, he made an expedition and con- 
quered, be rose in the estimation of the King, and 
then tlie dilbculty was felt. 

Acbish determined war against Israel ; therefore 
against Saul, Jehovah's anoint«d. David was to 
accompany the King, and David promised to show the 
King what he could do again. The King promised to 
wake him keeper of bis bead for ever and chief of his 
body-guard, but ngaiiiM Israel. 

The day for must«ring the forces arrived, and the 
armies marched out — the Lords of the Philistines by 
hundreds and by thousands, but David and bis men 
were behind surrounding tho King. 

Strange position ! dishonouring to Jehovah, nor 
«ouId David be insensible to it ; rather who shall 
undertake to describe Ina feebngs 1 the secret conflict 
of bis soul, his confessions and heart -breathings to 
Jehovah ttiat he would again break the snare and 
deliver him. Although we cannot determine these, we 
plainly see Jehovah interposing on David's behalf, Ilia 
servant and Israel'a future King, to deliver liim from 
the horns of the dilemma, from the snare into which 
unbelief had brought him. 

The Lords of tho Philistines, seeing the Hebrews and 
David their leader around tho King, objected to thoir 
going out to battle. They were angry, and demanded 
that they should be sent back to the city which tho 
King bad given thrm. They reasoned and spoke as 
nntural men, judging from a human standpoint, from 
David's antecedents, his deefl.i of affection nod valour 
for Israel, and that too against the Philistines. They 
nnturally enough objected. 



In oil this we havo Jehovah's overruling tuu 
His mercy to David. At the King's bidding, 
his men returned to Ziklag. The snare was 1 
and David was delivered. 

H 



FEOM EGYPT TO CASAAK. 
Chap. V.— Thb Wileb ov thb Devil, Pharaoh's] 

TO BlNOEa IgKABL's DiatVESASCE. 

MOSES and Aaron are commissioned of Gi 
sent to I^ypt. They go to headqiiart 
once, and standing in tho court of Pharaoh, am 
greatness and grandeur of Egypt, present the d 
of Jehovah — " Let my people go, that they ma 
a feast to me in the wiiderncsa ". (Exod. v. L) 

The demand of Jehovah is rejected, Pharaoh d 
open defiance at once, and ordcra the bondage 
increased. He shews his contempi, and hatred o 
in the words—" Who is the Lord that I should 
His voice, I know not tho Lord, neither will 
Israel go". (Exod. V. 4.) 

This is Satan's way ; it is tho first of his pi 
hinder the deliverance of a poor sinner. Here tl 
no disguise ; it is the roar of tho lion of Hell, am 
hostility to God and His truth. So long as 1 
keep his slaves at peace, quitlly serving him, h 
it. Let God begin to deal with the sinner f 
dehverance, and immediatoly Hell is let loose ti 
htm. Satan never gives up his prey without a etr 
At this jKiint the sinner's state is worse (See Es 
15-23) than ever, for his conscience is awake, his i 
are fell, Eternity is revealed, and like the pr 
(Luke XV.) he has " come to himself ". 

The First of the Enemy'v Wile*. 

The demand of Jehovah is pressed upon Phan 
" Let my people go that they may sen'o me "■ 
judgment from God is falling on bis land for n 
Pbaro-ib's tactics change. Ho sees that in open 
he cannot succeed, for "God is stronger than His 1 
Hut what if by secret craft be can accomplis 
purpose I lie will trj- it at any rate. Moacs is c 
and the concession made — "Go ye, s-icrifice to 
God in Vie land". (Exod. vui. 25). This 
gracious, it is a considerable stretch on Pbaroab's 
but it is the treochery of the devil Mo.sos detect 
plot, and immediately resists it with the plsin wo 
Jehovah — " We will go three days' Journey inb 
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ilderneas and sacrifice to our God as He shall com- 
land us". (Exod. viii 27.) 

The word of God waa definite, it could not therefore 
e compromiged. The distance out of Egj'pt, where 
le Altar of Jehovah was to stand, was nieaauted by 
[imself, and Moses could have no hand in loweiing 
le standard ; but presents Jehovah'a claims in full in 
le face of the enemy. 

This is one of the wiles of the devil. If he cannot 
inder the deliverance of a sinner by open opposition, 
a will endeavour, as the subtle serpent, to keep him 
mificing in the landt And has he not succeeded 1 
mUn has no objection to any man adopting a religion 
bst leflps him a decent worldling, " sacrificing in the 
ttd ". O no, be will even give such his patronego 
id applaoM ; the world will speak weU of him, he 
ill be careeeed and admired by all ; for worldly religion 
sbraces everj^ing, and condemns nothing but whole- 
■rtednesB for Christ It is conducted " in the lantt " 

the principles of the world's charity, and being of 
E world, the world loves its own. But Jot the call of 
kI to march " three daya' journey " into the wilder- 
M be insiBted on — that is the full length the Cross, 
d, what followed on " the third day," the cesurroction 
Christ, wonld lead the believer — and Salan will move 
ell to hinder that. Full well he knows, that he who 
i|)K^mds that he is dead and risen witli Christ, bills 
reweO to him, his service, and his land for ever. 

Christian Eeader. Have you taken " the three days' 
BTDey out of Egypt 1" Are you separated from the 
xld in your worship and testimony 1 Remember, 
ni cannot bear a testimony for God, and at the same 
[QB have fellowship with worldlings, either in their 
sfnl pletuunw or their rel^on, you cannot serve God 
«1 mammon. 

The callof God is clear — " Come out from among 
item and be ye separat* saith the I»rd ". (2 Cor, 
n.17.) 

The Second Wile of ike Enemy. 
" I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to your God 
ffi the wilderness, cnily ye shall not ijo vary far aicay." 
{bod viiL 28. That simply means— " Don't go out 
tt ny sight, but keep near enough to I^r*> *<> ^^^ I 
t»j withont much trouble get you drawn back again, 
vA K destroy your testimony as a separated people." 

Borderland Christianity is a grand tool for Satan ; it 
rafj his purpose well. A man that is neither out-and- 
mil for Uod, nor yet a thorough worldhng, is a stumb- 



ling block to overybody. He has no power at all for 
anything save for mischief. He is respected by none, 
neilher Chiistian nor worldling ; his own conscience is 
defiled, his soul vexcil, and his whole appenranca 
unsatisfactory. Lot was one of the cln^s who don't 
" go very far away," he tried to blend politics and piety 
while living in Sodom, and the people only mocked 
him. His worldliness entirely paralyzed his preaching, 
and the end of it wa«, he was dragged out of Sodom, 
saved as by fire. 

Young believer. Satan will try this stratagem with 
you. He will whisper " Don't go too far, there's no 
need for being so tight-laced as not to sing a worldly 
song, take a dance, or enj()y a little pleasure ". Tho 
jjeople will call you a " separatist," and you know 
many good Christian people see no harm in doing theso 
things, Besist the devil, steadfast in the faith. Contend 
for " the three days' journey " in all your ways, let the 
cross and grave of Christ he the measure of separation 
from the world. . 

" Thy' reproach far richer treasure, 
Than all R'jypi'i' bntsM plrasure 
Drawn by Iotk thai knows iiu riieasure 
Outside the camp." 

The Third Wile of the Euany. 

■' Go ye now that are men." (Exod. x. 11 .) Pharaoh 
is in trouble ; tho hand of God is coming heavier and 
heavier upon him. He stretches a bit further ; he will 
let them go the " three days' jountey " but wants the 
" httle ones " left behind. This is clever work. 
Parents in the wilderness worshipping Jehovah, and 
children left in Egypt beside its idolaters, and their 
altars. What a spectacle, what a blighted testimony ; 
and well did Pharaoh know, that if he succeeded in 
this, his end would be gained. Alas ! that many 
Christian parents should have forgotten this, and left 
their children in the world, busied in its pleasures, and 
running in its course unrestrained. The testimony of 
many a Christian parent has been blighted, by leaving 
his little ones in Ii^ypt, and encouraging them to attend 
its assemblies in the company of the most ungodly. 
Lot and Eli were both of this class, and the judgment 
of God that fell on their families, stands a warning to 
all who follow in their steps. 

The Last Wile of the Enemy. 

Pharaoh is hard pressed, and he makes a last atk'mpt. 
It is hut very feeble, nevertheless, if ho can hold any- 
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thkg, and just keep one slender link unbroken, be 
may be a gainer by it. " Go ye serve the Lord, only 
let your flocks and herds be stayed, let your little ones 
also go with you". (Exod. x. 24.) Pharaoh is very 
accommodating, he will be easily pleaaed, and his 
demand seems reasonable. Flocks and herds would be 
burdensome in a journey, would it not be better then 
to leave themi NO, Moses although the meekest 
man on earth, is cme of the Lord's " Lwincihles " and 
he will not yield one iota of God*s demands. Pharaoh 
gets the final and decisive answer — " there shall not a 
hoof he left behind '\ (Exod. x. 26.) Decision gains 
t!ie victory, and the enemy foiled at every point, for the 
])re8ent retires. 

Young believer. Let your watchword be decision 
for Christ Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
Be like Moses, who would not lower the claims of 
Jehovah ; like Daniel who rather would enter the lion's 
den than disobey his God, or the three Hebrew young 
men, who went to the fiery furnace rather than worship 
an image set up by earth's greatest monarch. They 
lost nothing by theb faithfulness, for God has said— 
" Them that honour Me, I will honour ". (I Sam. ii. 
30.) Entire separation to God is the standard for the 
believer. No half-heartedness, no half-way house, but 
worship, little ones, business and all, having the mark 
of resurrection life — Separation to God. J. R. 



NOTES OF A BIBLE BEADING 

IN HEB. III. 7 TO IV. 16. 



THIS passage must not be taken as a digression from 
the Apostle's main argument. It is not to be 
treated as a parenthesis, suggesting something apart from 
the line of comparisons and contrasts with which all 
the first part of the Epistle is occupied ; but rather it 
deals with another fresh comparison, and the lessons 
which arise therefrom. 

Israel had an Apostle, and also a High Priest of their 
profession in Moses and Aaron. We have both in one 
— Christ Jesus. Consider Him, faithful in all His 
house, as Moses was ; but Moses as a servant, and He 
over His own house; and we are that house, if we hold 
fast the confidence and rejoicing of our hope firm 
unto the end. For it will ever be the residt^ which 
will evidence the reality of the work in the soul. 

J^ow for this reason, let us recall the warnings and 
testimony of the Holy Ghost " To-day, harden not 



your heart as in the wilderness." This was originaUy 
spoken to Israel in Canaan, in reference to their past 
failure, and it was adapted to some future hope and to 
the danger of future failure. (For if Joshua had given 
them rest in the ultimate sense, the Holy Ghost would 
not here in this 95 th Psalm, have spoken of another 
rest.) In this view, it is no less applicable to ua. 
Remembering it, let us take heed, lest we be hardened 
through the deceitf ulness of sin. For in our case, thew 
is the same suspense of blessing as in theirs : it is 
dependent on faithfulness to the end. 

In their case there had been a common deliverance 
from Egypt. All had had part in that, but their 
carcases fell in the wilderness. They did not enter 
into the promised rest of Canaan ; and they failed 
through unbelief. A promise is left to us also : to ns 
who have known like them a common deliverance thus 
far, a deliverance analogous to their rescue from the 
bondage of Egypt " I delivered their shoulder from 
the pots." To us all as delivered from another Egypt 
(and as having therefore known the first rest of Mat 
xi. 28), there is a promise given : good tidings have 
been preached. 

With respect to the mass of Israel tlie promise of 
Canaan did not profit, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it And so as to the mass of Chris- 
tians. They never get beyond a knowledge of salva- 
tion from the consequences of sin. But we who do 
believe have entered into a rest which is analogous to 
the rest promised to Israel Our Canaan is the rest of 
faith, wherein we walk in fellowship with God, and 
our contest ceases to be the wrestling with flesh and 
blood (which we are to reckon as dead, and in tiie 
power of faith thus to subdue), but with principalities 
and powers. 

This rest is typified to us by the rest of God after 
He had ceased from His creation work. But His rest 
was not undisturbed and was not final There was some- 
thing beyond. God's first work is the commencement ; 
not the completion of His eternal purpose. The rest ( 
which followed creation, was but introductory to ; 
another work, of which the issue will be eternal rest 

In analogy to this, the Word opens to us a rest 
which reaches beyond the first rest of deliverance, and 
the subsequent rest in which we have ceased from out 
own works (PhiL iii. 2 ; Rom. v. 2)— a rest which will 
be perfect and final. Already we may live in a confid- 
ing reliance on the finished work of salvation, and laa/ 
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oWy by faith, the reality of our union with the Son 
God in glory ; but we have to labour for something 
jre. We need the whole armour of God, and we 
ess to the mark of our high calling in Christ Jesus* 
lere is a promised Sabbatismos — keeping of a 
bbath, — lying before us. And the more we know of a 
jiaan rest here, the more we shall long for that, for 
) have been made conscious in the sensibility of our 
w nature, of foes and trials which we never know 
fore. 
There are thus three distinct things. 

1. Eest, as from Egyptian toil and slavery. 

2. Kest as in Canaan, with the assurance of victory 
every conflict, but with the knowledge and sad 

perience that we are surrounded and impeded by 
[ritual wickedness in high places. 

3. Best as still further shining forth in the Word, as 
futoie thing towards which we labour, and of which 
> must beware (notwithstanding all that we seem 
eady to have obtained) of falling short. 

For the Word is living (quick is the old English 
»rd), and it is powerful. It speaks as an eternal 
•rd, with a full range of application, in all varying 
cumatances, to all in every age. As it is written in 
Mea xiL, " He found him in Bethel, and there he 
ake with us ". Faith sees its entire scope. As when 
braham and the patriarchs beheld the promised 
naan, and looked through it to a better country. 
le Word spoken to Israel lights upon us, and through 
sir typical Canaan, and the Word spoken therein to 
$m reveals to us a goal yet to be reached, and the 
ed of the faith which was pressed on them. It is 

energetic. Its power reveals our need of taking 
m1 to the warnings of the Holy Ghost. But then the 
ore is changed. It is also a scalpel, a dissecting 
ife, and searches aifd lays bare the inward part& 
e burnt offering, which according to Kom. zii we 
»ent, is cut into its several parts. AU is laid naked 

1 open unto God : nothing hid. '' Search me, 
rd, and try me, and see if there be any wicked way 
me." 

Iherefore, we see the need and blessedness of the 
nistry of our great High Priest. It is in the know- 
Ige of His sympathy and power that we are en- 
naged to hold fast our confidence. For He, though 
imself 6ver without sin, understands our infirmities. 
) has been down here ii^ this scene of darkness and 
now, and he has known the aul^tle snares, and the 



active enmity of Satan, and now He ever lives to make 
intercession. "Therefore let us come boldly to the throne 
of grace," (which is a New Testament name for the 
Mercy Seat,) " that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need." M. W. 



SHETLAND. 



THE second half-yearly conference of believers in the 
Lord Jesus throughout the Shetland Isles was 
held in Lerwick on Jan, 14th. The meetings were 
well attended, some travelling on foot as far as 28 
miles. Addresses, which wer^ felt to be profitable, were 
given by Br. Sloan from the Faroe Islands, and other 
servants of Christ, and interesting reports were given 
of the Lord's work in different parts. 

Special mention was made of an awakening in 
Sandness, where a large number have professed conver- 
sion, and 10 have recently been baptized. 

The enemy has raised a hot persecution, and some 
are threatened to be deprived of home. Prayer is 
desired on behalf of tlie converts and the labourers in 
those parts. 

These meetings have proved to be beneficial and 
helpful to the saints ; it is purposed to have them, God 
willing, every six months. 

NOTICE. 



THE Maryhill Meeting is now transferred to No. 32 
Kelvinside Avenue. 



GLASaOW MONTHLY MEETINGS. 

THE next MONTHLY MEETING for the Ministry 
of the word of God similar to those held on the 
Fast^iays, will be held (D.V.) in the Trades Hall, 
Glassford Street, on Friday evening, 14th March, at 
Half-past Seven. 

GLASGOW 

HALF-7EABL7 MEETINGS OF 0HSISTIAN8, 

April, 1879. 

WEDNESDAY, 2nd, 

BUCHANAN COURT HALL, 83i EGLINTON ST., 
At 7.30. — Special Meeting for Prayer. 

THURSDAY, 3rd (FAST DAY), 

QUEEN'S ROOMS, CLIFTON STREET, 
10tiUlO-45.--Prayer. 
11 till 1'16. — Praise, Prayer, and Mixiistry of the Word 

of God. 
1 '45. — Refreshments for those from County and Suburbs. 
3 till 6. — Conference. 

6*30 till 8-30.— Ministry of the Word, ifvith Special Re- 
ference to Young Believers. 

FRIDAY, 4th, 

BUCHANAN COURT HALL— 8 till 5. —Bible Reading. 
TRADES' HALL, GLASSFORD STREET,— 7 p.m., 
Open Meeting for Reports and Conference as to tho 
Lord's work at noae and Abroad. 
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THE 

NORTHERN EVANGELIST. 

Vol. VIII. 1878. Cloth, 1/6. 
Vol. VII. 1877. Paper, ./8. 

THE 

EVANGELIST. 

Vol. I. 1878. Cloth, 1/6. 



The above Throe Volumes will be found 
very useful to those cn^^agcd in prea(ihing 
the Gospel and Christians generally, as 
they contain very many original papers 
on the Way of Salvation. 



THE 

NORTHERN WITNESS. 

EDITED BY 

JOHN R. CALDWELL. 

Vol. VIII. 1878. Price 2/-. 

Among other useful and interesting 
Articles in this Volume are Papers from 
the pens of Messrs. William Lincoln, (the 
late) J. G. Bellett, (the late) J. L. Harris, 
and the Editor. 



THE HERALD LEAFLETS. 

A Series of two-pa^ Gospel Tracts, for 
general distribution. 

Price Fourpence per 100, post free. 

No, 1, Nothing hut Sin, 

2, Chtilty Blood, 

5. The Dying Actor. 
4, Why toill ye die t 

6, Afraid of Ridicule, 

6, Itvas the fool t not you. 

7, Trusting Christ. 

8, It isn't Feeling biU Believing, 



ONE-PAGE GOSPEL TRACTS 

Price Fourpence per 100, post free. 

A Mistake, 

Ghd loves you. 

Missed it at last, 

I have a Message from God unto thee. 

A Few Plain Questions, 



Price Eightpence per 100, post free. 

The Oreat Gulf Fixed, 

Begulations^ Weights and Measures AcL 



For the advertisements of our other 

Gospel Books, Jx., see the second last page of 
" The Herald of Salvation ", 



JSOEIPTUEE-HEADED NOTE-PAPEE. 

PACKET ▲.-PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FEES. 

1. God SO loved the world that He eave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be* 

lieveth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

2. God commendeth His love towaixl us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 

for us. 

3. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 

4. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

5. In due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

6. Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 

7. When I see the blood I will pass over you. 

8. Blessed are they whoae iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 

9. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

10. By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God. 

11. He that believeth on Him is not condemned. 

12. There is therefore now no condenmation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 

13. 1 will come again and receive you unto Myself. 

14. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

15. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 

trusteth in Thee. 

16. If we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us. 

17. Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks' 

giving let your rei^uests be made known unto God. 

18. Let the word of Chnst dwell in you richly in all wisdom. 

19. He shall come, t« be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe, 

20. Be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 

as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

21. He that goeth fortli and weepeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again 

with rejoicing bringing Ms sheaves with him. 

22. Little children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear, we may have confidence, 

and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

23. He that winneth souls is wise. 

24. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also ye are called. 

PACKET B.— PBIOE SIXPENCE POST FBEE. 

1. Ye are complete in Him (Col. ii. 10). 

2. Jesus said — It is finished (John xix. 30). 

3. In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path (Prov. iii. 6). 

4. The meek will He ^ide in judgment and the meek will He teach His Way. 

5. As He is so are we m this world (1st John iv. 17). 

6. They that feared the Lord spake often one to another (Mai. iii. 16). 

7. Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. viiL 12). 

8. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow nor cr}'ing, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the former 
things are passed away (Kev. xxi. 4). 

9. God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love which ye have showed 

toward His Name, in that ye have mimstered to the Saints, and do minister. 

10. He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in Him (2nd Cor. v. 21). 

11. Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed for I am thy God, I will 

strengthen thee ; yea I will uphold thee : yea I will hold thee up with tJie right 
hand of My righteousness (Isa. xU. 10). * 

12. He gave Himself for our sins that He might deliver us from the present evil world. 

13. He hath said, I will never leave, nor forsake thee (Heb. xiii. 15). 

14. All have sinned and come shoit of the glory of God (Rom. iii. 23). 

15. By the deeds of the law there shall no nesh be justified in His sight (Rom. iii. 20). 

16. All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way and 

the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Isa. liiL 6). 

17. He hath made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph. i 6). 

18. Being justified by faith we have peace with (xod through our Lord Jesus Christ 

19. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm cxix. 105). 

20. I am crucified with Christ (Gal ii. 20). 

21. As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him (Col. ii. 6). 

22. Now are ye light in the Lord — walk as children of light (Eph. v. 8). 

23. My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is ma!de perfect in weakness, 

24. God is able to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye alway, having alKsuffi* 

ciency in all things may abound in every good work (2nd Cor. ix. 8). 
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THE OHUBOH. 



IHE Gospel according to Paul, (pves us fully, the 
. results of redsniption; viz., the revelation of God 
His nuDifold wisdom and grace, so that now by the 
inrch, the principalities and powers in the heavenlies, 
km God, as they never would, had man not fallen. 
It was no sudden change of plan on God's part, after 
e entraoce of sin, hut a counsel from all eternity, 
IpbesL L 4; 1 Peter, i. 19, 20.) 
The God of love, desired to be known and loved. 
He created all things, therein declaring Hb eternal 
ivar and Godhead ; and the Sons of God, shouted 
t joy, as they beheld the evidences of His almighty 
iwsr, {Job. xxzviit, 4-7.) 

Bat with what pent-np expectancy did they hear the 
tennce in Genesis i. 26, and watch its execution. 
Deeper still their wonder, as they listened to the 
Nsing, and heard the mighty giver, handing all over 
the one formed from the dust. (Gen. i. 38-31.) 
A deeper knowledge would still bo theirs, when they 
held Jehovah God coming down, to reprove, and yet 
bless and clothe, the gailty recipients of all His gifts. 

Now however, they know God as they never did 
iore. The only begotten Son hath told Him oat, 
id in the fruit of His toil, they learn God's wisdom 
id grace, triumphing for man, over all obstacles, and 
ising thns, the beggar from the dunghill to the throne. 
Ipbea. iL 4, 5, G.) 

This hidden wisdom, Paul refers to in I Cor. iL 7, 
; is which is shown, that the church, for which 
liiist gave Himself, was a fttdifsn thing. (Ephes. v. 25; 
sL xiiL 45. 46.) 



The princes of thb world, ve know, were led by Satan, 
in eracifying the Lord : they wore taken captive by him 
at his will, see Ephes. ii. 2 ; John viii. 44 ; 2 Tim. 
iL26; JobL 12-15. 

Thus, while »ith wicked hands the Lord of glory 
was ekin, (Acta ii. 23), it was really Satan's work they 
were instruments of carrying ouL 

Satan knew Christ was to reign, for the moment 
OUT Lord was bora, he sought to slay the King nf ths 
Jews, (Mat. ii.), also from Isaiah xlix. 6, as well as 
Genesis ii, and the Covenant with Abraham ho knew 
that in Him the world would be blessed. 

But that he was to have yf>m^hei^8, and many 
members, making one mystical body (John xvii. 22 ; 
Eev. iii. 21; Psalm iL 6, 7; Rev. ii. -ii; 1 Cor. xii. 12; 
Ephes. i. 22, 23 and ii. 15 last clause) of this he was in 
entire ignorance; if ha had known it, he would have 
done nothing to give effect to that which would mani- 
fest God's love as the blessing of Igrael and the 
Gentiles never could. See Romans xi. 23, " the depth 
of the riches," in contrast with Ephes. ii, 7 the 
" exeeed'mij riches of His grace." Thus, the love of God 
comes out, in His kindness toaard ve, through Christ 
Jesus, and is declared and manifested, as in nothing 
else (John xvii. 22-26.) 

And here we would remark, that ^oin^heiiship 
brings out the measure of our blessing in a most ex- 
pressive form. 

■A father who has many children, may give to each 
of them a different portion, without denying their re- 
lationship to him. 

The Church ia of the household of God, (Ephes. ii. 
19), thp/dflufy in luuma ud earth hu ta» ""m'Vtn 
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Father; but the church, composed of Jews and Gentiles, 
made one in Christ now, has a place in the glory, we fail 
to see assigned to those before Christ died and rose again. 

All tJie children have the same life, but not the same 
portion, \ All are debtors to the Lamb, but the Father 
assigns their place and portion, according to the good 
pleasure of His will (Ephes. ill.) 

Many think the church existed before Pentecost, but 
such a conclusion can only be arrived at by inference, 
while the opposite view seems, to us, to be supported 
by positive Scriptures. 

For instance, our Lord in Mat. xvL 18, speaks of 
what He would do in the future. He would become 
a foundation, and then build on that foundation. One 
thing which would rest on Him as a foundation was 
His church. * 

Israel's future blessing would also be secured thereby, 
and the blessing of all creation, but surely our Lord 
spoke of a different purpose in Mat. xvi, or language 
has no meaning. 

As Israel had no existence, except in the purpose of 
God, till Abraham was called out (who was the first of 
it) and no one would dream of bringing Koah and 
Enoch into it j so the church had no existence till 
Christ, the foundation, was raised from the dead. 

Then Ephes. iL 20 shows, that in. another aspect, 
the Apostles and Prophets are the foundation, and 
Christ Jesus the chief corner stone. » 

These prophets are clearly ^^ew Testament prophets, 
as seen in (Ephes. iii 6), where they are distinguished 
from those who gave testimony in other ages. (Connect 
1 Pet. i. 11, 12.) 

Then in (Rev. xxi. .14) we have the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb, in the foundations of the 
twelve gates ; now the gate is the place of judgment ; 
and here we have Mat. xix. 28 fulfilled, the apostles 
at least reigning with Chiist over Israel, while in 
Luke xix. 17, we have those who reign with Christ 
over cities^ 

Kow the New Jerusalem of Rev. xxi. is the City 
for which Abraham looked. (Heb. xL 10.) He was not 
a part of it, as those in Mat. xix. 28, but he looked 
for it— his full blessing would then come (Heb. xL 40) 
and when he saw Christ's day afar off he was glad. 
(John yiii. 56.) 

So thatv as the world cannot be blessed till Israel is - 
gathered '(Rom. xi. 15), the Old Testament Saints wait 
f or Jhe .CJi\urQh'« completions^ t . 






But while the Church is not found as a revealed thing 
in the Old Testament, it does not follow that it was 
not written about there. Paul was used to reveal the 
mystery of the Church, which lay hid in the Scriptures 
of the Old Testament prophets ; Paul made manifest, 
by the commandment of -God (Romans xvi 25, 26), 
wlu^ before was hidden, even to those who wrote (1 
Pet. L 11, 12.) 

Thus Moses wrote in Genesis iL 21, what Paul by 
revelation (Ephes. iii 3.) makes known in Ephesians 
V. 30. 

David wrote in Psalm cxxxix. 14, 15, what Paul 
makes known in Ephes. i 20, and Ephes.^ ii 6. 

ThUs Paul's revelations of the hidden wisdom and 
mystery of God are made known through the Scriptures 
of the prophets, for the obedience of faith. (Rom. 
xvi 26.) 

How fully Paul's conversion answers to his testi- 
mony." ** Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me " " I 
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest," and from that day, 
he was the chosen witness of the oneness of Christ 
the risen Head, with the Church, which is His body. 
(Ephes. i) 

All who now believe, are meci^while builded together, 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

However this present purpose may be hindered, God 
intends the living stones to be together/ as His habita- 
tion. 

In this aspect, the Church answers in type, to the 
tabernacle in the wilderness ; the tent in which God 
was pleased to dwell 

But in keeping with its wilderness character, this 
tabernacle was over and over again taken down and 
put up. 

When taken down and about to move, Moses invokes 
Jehovah to be their strength and shield ; Israel going 
forth in the assurance that their foes were also the 
enemies of their God. (Num. x. 35, 36.) 

All this would seem to answer to our gathering 
together unto Him at stated times (Mat. xviii 20; 
Acts XX. 7 ; Heb. x. 25,) and then separating in the 
assurance that the One in our midst, while so gathered, 
is our strength and shield for the journey. (Heb. x« 35, 
and xi. 1.) 

For, just as each board of the tabernacle was a pari 
of God's habitation — but only when reared, and put in 
its place, was God's dwelling-place seen — so each be- 
liever is a part of the habitation of God» but pnlj 
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Then two or three are gathered unto Him, can it be 
aid, as in Mat. xviiL 20, " there am I ". 

But w^ separate, to come together again, till God 
inds His final rest in His temple, where the staves of 
he ark are laid aside, (1 Kings viii. 6-9), and God in 
yhrist rests in those, whose pilgrim days are for ever 
lone. 

Thus in verse 21 of Ephes. ii., we are represented 
s growing unto an holy temple in the Lord. 

** The Lamb is all the glory 
In Emmanuers Land/* 

Every whit of the temple uttered His glory, for 
nreiy stone was covered with cedar wood and the cedar 
irood with gold, so that it was a Holy temple in the 
fold. 

So shall the Church, in its completeness, utter His 
;lory. He shall be admired i7i all them that believe 
2 Thess. 1.) Every stone covered with Him, who was 
I root out of a dry ground, and yet now, the Lord of 
(lorjy whose glory alone shines out, in that which shall 
», an Holy temple in the Lord. 

Jn conclusion, Solomon brought great stones (1 Kings 
r. 17, 18, and vi. 7), and prepared all the stones, ere 
le set them in their places, there was no further work 
letded on them. 

All telling out the wondrous grace of Him, 
•* Who took us from the fi?arful pit 
And from the miry clay ; " 
^n patiently and lovingly disciplined and chastened 
38 (1 Peter i ; Rom. v. 1-9) to fit us for our place in 
;he final building. 

Meanwhile be it ours, more and more, to utter, and 
tell out the virtues of Him, who called us out of 
larkness, into his marvellous light. 

T. C. 



BABYLON. 



BABYLON, both in the Old Testament and the New, 
seems to represent that which was always op- 
posed either to God or to His people. It represents a 
great principle of opposition to, or independence of God. 
It began at Babel |Where men combined together to 
get themselves a* name, and to build a tower which 
should reach to heaven, or, figuratively speaking, to 
exalt themselves to be as God. It was this that Adam 
began with. (Gen. iii. 6.) It is this that the Anti- 
Christ will end with. (2 Thess. ii. 4.) It is this that 
is the doxni^^ut priJJciple in every unregenerate heart. 



and which will sooner or later show itself, whether it 
be in unrestrained lusts or intellectual insubjection to 
the written Word of God, or, finally, in its most 
daring form, of worship of the Dragon and the Beast. 

The kingdom of Nimrod, whose name signifies apos- 
tasy, impiety, and rebellion, began at Babel, and there 
is some significance in the expression, " The he<jinning 
of his kingdom was Babel," indicating that there was 
to be a continuance, though perhaps under other phases 
and forms, of that which had its beginning there.' 

In Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom again we see Babylon 
as the enslaver of God's people. The throne of the 
world was given him by God, but still he would be 
independent of the source from which his power came. 
He claims all worship, to the exclusion of God Himself, 
for the image which he set up in the plain of Dura, a 
type of the image which the Antichrist will set up by 
and bye, as described in Rev. xiii., which all shall 
worship whose names are not written in the Book of 
Life. Darius, the successor of Nebuchadnezzar, follow- 
ing out the same principle of independence, claims for 
himself the place of being the only receiver of prayer. 

So much for the past history of Babylon. With 
regard to its future — and I believe it has a future- 
there are many Old Testament prophecies, such as 
IsaL xiii, xiv., Jer. 1, Ii, &c., which had a partial fulfil- 
ment at the conquest of Babylon by Darius and others, 
but which could not have had their complete fulfilment 
then, for it continued a thriving city for centuries 
afterwards, and even in the Christian era it had an 
existence, for the Talmud of Babylon was compiled 
there by Jewish rabbis in the 5th century after Christ. 
In the prophecies referred to we read that tremendous 
judgments shall fall on Babylon, and in Jer. L 4, it 
states distinctly that '' in those days and at that time " 
when the city is to be finally destroyed, the Children 
of Israel and the Children of Judah shall come 
togetlier to seek the Lord, weeping and asking the way 
to Zion. Now, Judah did return in the days of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, but the Ten Tribes which must be 
included in " Israel " have never yet done so. This 
return of Israel and Judah togetlier must therefore be 
future, and it follows of course that any other event 
which occurs " in those dags and at that time," must he 
future also. Moreover, in verse 20, it says that this 
destruction of Babylon shall take place at the time 
when Israel's iniquities and Judah's sins shall be 
sought for and shall not h% fo«nd| or^ in other woxdi| 
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when the new covenant of Jer. xxxl shall have its 
literal and complete fulfilment. 

Again it is prophesied that the destruction of 
Babylon shall be so sudden ard comjdete that all shall 
be astonished at it, and shall hiss at her plagues, 
whereas the disappearance of the Babylon of Nebuchad- 
nezzar has been so gradual that it is difficult to fix the 
date of it, as if God would have His people to note 
specially the difference between anything that has yet 
been accomplished on Babylon, and that which is 
yet to come. 

Passing on to Zech. v, we see there a symbolic 
prophecy of the return of something to the land of 
Shinar, for which a house is to be built. The symbol 
used is an ephah, which, without any straining of the 
type, may be admitted to represent commerce in some 
form or other. A woman is seen sitting in the midst 
of the ephah, and it is well to know that the true 
translation of the expression " This is wickedness," v. 8, 
should be, " This is the wicked woman ". It is also 
important to note that the ephah contains exactly the 
same quantity as the " three measures of meal " spoken 
of in the parable of Matt, xiii., in which a women hid 
the leaven. The symbol of a woman is used in both 
cases, in the one hiding the leaven in the ephah, in the 
other being herself hidden in it, and covered over with 
the talent of lead, indicating that she is suppressed 
by some weight which keeps her down, whatever that 
may prefigure. The ephah is carried back to the land 
of Shinar through the instrumentality of two powers 
symbolized again by women, and set up there upon 
her own base. Docs it not appear as if Babylonianism 
never loses its identity with the root from which it 
sprung, no matter what form it may take, and the 
beginning of this kingdom being Babel — that apostasy 
will gravitate back to its original geographical starting 
point, and be set up there again on its own base 1 

Now in this dispensation, which is essentially one 
of mysteries (all the mysteries spoken of in Scripture 
being contained between its two termini), we find that 
which is opposed to God taking a religious form, 
though fearfully corrupted, and it is quite natural to 
expect that if any allusion is made to it in a symbolic 
book like the Revelation, it should be spoken of as a 
"mystery" We can hardly fail to identify that 
which is called a " woman," a " mystery," and '• Baby- 
lon " in Rev. xvii. with that opposition to God which 
had its beginning at Babel, which becamid an Imperial 



power at Babylon, which is called in Zech. v. " the 
wicked woman," and which is finally transferred to the 
land of Shinar under the symbol of an ephah. In 
Rev. xviii. this part of the type is taken up, in the city 
full of commerce and luxury and everything except 
God. The Babylon of Rev. xvii. is identified, as to 
locality, with Rome, the centre of religious apostasy, 
the Babylon of Rev. xviii. with the city on the river 
Euphrates, where ancient Babylon stood. In Zech. v. 
the woman is at first seen sitting in the midst of the 
ephah, as if she were the prominent part of the symbol, 
then she is suppressed and hidden, and the ephah 
becomes the object before us, and is to have an abode 
built for it in the land of Shinar. Surely there is a 
striking resemblance in this to those two chapters of the 
Book of Revelation. The " wicked woman" is the object 
in Rev. xvii., but in Rev. xviii. she gives place to tlie 
city of commerce and luxury which may well be 
typified by the ephah, the woman, as such, having ap- 
parently no place in it, just as the woman in Zech. v. 
becomes hidden in the ephah. And may it not be 
that the time will come — nay, is even now coming — 
when even the formalities of religion will cease to have 
a hold on men*s hearts, and that which has so long 
kept its grasp on their superstition will be swallowed 
up of worldliness, lust, and greed of gain ; and the 
apostasy will be transferred even locally from Rome, 
the seat of religious corruption, to Babylon, the future 
centre of luxury and commerce, with the open avowal 
that man can do without God. 

What strange unquiet there is amongst the nations 
in connection with this region, which is the very centre 
of the thred great continents of the Eastern Hemi- 
sphere I What jealousy there is about the protectorate 
of the countries near it ! What projects for partition- 
ing it and its surrounding states amongst the Powers of 
what is to be the restored (or rather re-dofined) Roman 
earth ! What speculations and plans there are afloat 
about this valley of the Euphrates I The kings of the 
earth and their statesmen do not know what it all 
portends, or what they are working for, but they 
cannot hold back from it if they would, for " God will 
put it into their hearts to fulfil His wiU," and I do 
believe that the '' Eastern Question " will never eease 
to occupy a place in men's minds until a house is built 
for the ephah in the land of Shinar, and it ia estab- 
lished there on its own base. 

It ia Bometimea contended that beetuae iha chuicb ia 
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to be taken away before the days of apostasy (and we 
fully believe that it will be), that wo are to take no 
note of these events that are occurring around us, and 
that it is to descend from our high calling to do so. 
But if God has given the Revelation to Jesus Christ to 
show unto His servants things which must shortly 
come to pass, how can we dare to speak or think 
lightly of them I If these prophecies are not given 
for the instruction of His saints, to whom has God 
given them 1 Surely not for the unconverted, for they 
have nothing to do with the " all things " which the 
Lord received from Hia Father, and graciously makes 
known to us as His friends. (Gen. xviii. 17., John xv. 
15.) Nor can they be for apostates who are found 
here after the saints are taken away, and whoso awful 
portion is " strong delusion that they may believe the 
lie". Doubtless God means "the wise to under- 
stand," and to be like Issachar of old who " had un- 
derstanding of the times, that they might know what 
Israel ought to do," and it would be a slighting of the 
infinite condescension of God wore we to refuse to be 
taken into His counsels about the earth, because our 
calling is heavenly. Nay, it is because we are " par- 
takers of the heavenly calling" that He makes us 
sharers of all His counsels, and do they not show us, 
more than anything else, how deeply rooted is man's 
opposition to God, and how great is the grace that has 
saved us from having a part in this final act of rebel- 
lion against Him ! 

Only let us take heed that, while our attention is 
fixed on that daring and blasphemous defiance of God 
which is yet future, we neglect not the present 
workings of the mystery of iniquity, which are from 
the same root, and must bear the same fruit, whether 
under the form of false religion or open apostasy. As 
one has said, let us " beware lest our present position, 
being bright in contrast with the coming darkness, we 
should be tempted to congratulate ourselves on its 
superiority and insensibly begin to try ourselves by 
tbe standard of man's greatest apostasy instead of the 
holiness of God. He who knowingly and designedly 
tolerates partial evil now has surely no right to expect 
tiiat he will be delivered from the desire to tolerate it 
when tbe enemy comes in as a flood "• 

F. C. Bland^ 



THE SPECIAL APPLICATION OF THE OOSPEL 

BY MATTHEW. 

(Kotes of an Address by Mr. Thomas Newberry, Weston 

Super-Mare. Jan. 1879. 



EACH of the four Gospels presents the sinner in a 
distinct aspect and salvation in its special ap- 
plication to that condition. It is at the close, or near 
the close of each Gospel, that this particular character 
of it is marked. Thus, in John xx., it is said : " These 
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
have life through His name". Here, tbe sinner is 
regarded as dead, and the Gospel is written to reveal 
the source of life. In keeping with this, we find 
throughout its pages, expressions such as these : 
" Verily, verily I say unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God ; and they that hear shall live ". (v. 25.) 
" This is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one 
that seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day", (vi. 40.) 

We have an illustration of this in the case of the 
Eunuch, in Acts viiL Ho had been up, as a worship- 
per, to Jerusalem ; but it was in ignorance of Him 
who came to give life. When Philip met him, he 
was reading in the prophet Isaiah concerning a personi 
but not understanding what he read. His question 
was, *'0f whom speaketh the prophet "1 Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same 
Scripture, and preached unto him Jesiis. The entrance 
of those words gave light ; and, seeing water, he s|tid 
*' See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be 
baptized '' 1 The answer is one of those passages which 
certain critics have disputed; but its perfect fitness 
and congruity speak plainly that it is indeed divine. 
" If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.** 
Notice his words in reply, in exact conformity to the 
words of John xx., *' I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God". On the confession of that name, as 
one having life through His name, he was baptized, 
and went on his way rejoicing. 

In Luke's Gospel, we see the sinner viewed in hia 
sins, and needing repentance and remission. ''Thus 
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day, and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name among all nations, 
beginning at JeroBalem." (xxiv. 46, 47) And so. 
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characteristically, we read in tliis Gospel the case of 
the woman that was a sinner, — of the publican, — and 
of the dying thief ; the flocking of the publicans and 
sinners to hear Jesus ; and the essence of the Gospel 
described in "the knowledge of salvation by the 
remission of sins ". 

An illustration of this form of testimony we have in 
Acts il, when Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
preached to the people concerning Jesus and the 
resurrection, convincing them of sin in the death of 
Him whom they had taken, and with wicked hands 
had crucified and slain. ** Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their hearts, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of 
•the Apostles, men and brethren, what shall we do 1 *' 
The words of Peter in reply, are an echo of the parting 
'commandment of the Lord : " Repent y and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
^the remission of siiis ". 

In Mark's Gospel, man is viewed, not as dead, nor 
^s a sinner, but as* lost. " Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. Ho that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned, or condemned ". ^xvi. 
'1*5, 16.) Here is the message of deliverance to those 
who are far off, and consciously are lost. And in the 
«ase of the jailor in Acts xvi. we have an appropriate 
illustration of the suitability of the Gospel, proclaimed 
in 'its freeness and fulness, to such a condition. He 
4iad been, in the execution of his duty, binding fast 
lihe feet of the bleeding prisoners and thrusting them 
for safety into the inner prison ; and, in the hardness 
and unconcern of habitual cruelty, was sleeping, while 
the other prisoners were aroused at midnight by the 
sound of voices raised in praise. The expression in 
*verse 25 may be thus taken : — " the prisoners were 
listening ". A wonderful scene in that Roman prison ! 
But then suddenly, " there was a great earthquake, so 
•that the foundations of the prison were shaken ; and 
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's 
bands were loosed ". The poor jailor, awaking out of 
-sleep, in his despair conceiving that death must be 
visited on him for permitting his prisoners to escape, 
was rushing at once on self-destruction, when the voice . 
of Paul arrested him. To Paul then he turned for 
•succour ; and, calling for a light, he sprangin, and carae 



trembling and fell down before Paul and Silas, and 
brought them out and said, " Sirs, what must I do to bo 
saved 1 " It was the cry of one who felt he was lost ; 
who had been, in wonderful mercy, rescued from an 
awful, hopeless death ; and who now, as trembling still 
on the brink of eternity, sought for safety. 

But there remains something more in the Gospel of 
Matthew. There are not a few who have lif e^ and even 
joy and peace in believing; who know themselves 
forgiven, and apprehend the completeness of salvation 
from their lost and ruined state by nature, while they 
remain ignorant of Ihe high calling and privileges of 
discipleship. They may be indeed alive from the dead, 
and free' from the sense of guilt in the sight of God ; 
and may know that they have been sought and found 
as wanderers, and have been brought into the sunshine 
of a Father's home and favour ; and yet the experience 
of true submission in discipleship to the authority and 
power of the Lord, may be lacking. . And here it is, 
that the character of the Gospel of Matthew presents 
itself. It meets the case of man as a rebel, to bring 
him in heart-submission to the Lord. Jesus came 
and spake unto them^ saying, " All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach (or make disciples of) all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." (xxyiii. 18, 19.) 

A most remarkable and instructive illustration of 
the Gospel of Christ as thus announced, is found in 
the conversion of Saul of Ta.rsus in Acts ix. We find 
there the picture of one deliberately -setting himself in 
opposition to the Lord. " I verily thought with my- 
self, that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth." (Acts xxvi 9.) As he 
said of Israel, it was true of him : he had a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge : and this zeal 
led him into a course of active enmity and open rebel- 
lion against the Lord. It is a great mistake to regard 
his words in 1 Timothy — " Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief ^^ as embody- 
ing anything short of a deep conviction of his own 
special guilt. He recites what his sin had been, in 
speaking of his persecution of the saints, compelling 
them to blaspheme, haling men and women to prison, 
being exceedingly mad against them. In Acts xxii 4, 
he speaks of persecuting even unto death. And where- 
fore? Because he wouU resist the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His heart's language was that of the 
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^ns who hated their Lord, and sent after him the 
essage "We will not have this man to reign over 
". Accordingly, it was at this Saul's feet, that the 
>the8 were laid of those who stoned the first martyr 
ephen. Saul was " Qonsenting to (or, more literally, 
18 well pleased at) his death ". The madness of his 
^ utterly hlinded his eyes to the truth. There was 
ireil before them ; and that veil was Judaism. He 
old not bear the sweeping away of that which his 
nd regarded as Grod's final appointment of service 
d worship, and that Jesus should come in the 
thority of Lord. But it is precisely that authority 
lich He Himself claims in this Gospel of Matthew. 
All power is given unto me in heaven and on earth ". 
it Saul of Tarsus would not have it so. And it is 
this spirit of open revolt against the Lord's anointed, 
it he goes forth in the name of the high priest to 
ad all who owned Him at Damascus. 
Bnt now a light shines round about him, above the 
ightness of the sun ; and he hears a voice saying — 
5aul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me " 1 Persecuting ! 
it is his work. He, the blameless Pharisee, blnme- 
s according to the law — a persecutor ! He sees it 
itantly. The true character of all he was doing, the 
le spirit of his life, are seen at once : — fighting 
linst God; " It is hard for thee (says the voice) to 
ik against the pricks." And well he knew it The 
ids, which were used to check the young bullock 
accustomed to the yoke, were like those many 
inings of conscience, which must have come to him 
he persecuted and ravaged the flock. Was there no 
id in his heart when he saw Stephen, with his face 
an angel's, looking up into the open heaven, and 
bolding the Son of man standing at the right hand 
Godi All these sharp prickings of conscience he 
lat have resisted, swayed by one overpowering 
ssion, in the strength of which, he quenched every 
enting of the heart, and every conviction of the 
nd. But the Lord knew that he had felt them, and 
ew that it was hard for him to kick against them. 
I, it is a hard thing to fight against Godi Perhaps 
ne present have done it, quenched convictions, 
fled with the warnings of conscience, yielded to 
3ir pride, which would not allow them to confess and 
sake their sin; and so now at this moment are 
cngthenod in their purposes of resistance and rebel- 
n* But it is hard work ; and it will be harder by 
\ by. The remembrance of the times when, like 



a goad, conscience has smitten them, will heighten the 
misery of final condemnation. And then the thought, 
against whom was this hard and proud rebellion 1 The 
Lord said to Saul — " Why persecutest thou Me " 1 
Little had he, till then, thought of the identification 
of the Head with the members and that in dishonour- 
ing and crushing those poor trembling disciples, he 
was persecuting the Lord. It was a startling thought, 
and the words " I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest " 
had revealed it to him. What instantaneous power 
worked in his soul, as those words fell on his ear ! In 
the highest form and character of the Gospel, he was 
made obedient to the faith. God commands all men 
everywhere to repent. The purpose is to bring " every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ". 
The scales falling from his eyes (verso 17) illustrate to 
us the wonderful change. Just as truly as a flood of 
light then burst on his eyes ; so, with the revelation 
of the Lord, he saw " the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ ". When 
thus the Gospel in its power shines into the darkened 
soul, rebellion is at an end, and true discipleship is 
kno^vn. " Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do V* is 
then its instinctive utterance. There is the submission 
of ^e wiU : the surrender of the heart ; and the life 
henceforth is conformed to the mind of Him who is 
known as Lord. 



JESUS BI8EN. 



DEEP and varied as are the necessities of the soul, 
they are all met by the death and resurrection of 
Christ. If it be a question of sin that affects the soul, 
the resurrection is the glorious proof of the complete 
putting away of it. The moment I see Jesus at the 
right hand of God, I see an end of sin ; for I know He 
could not be there, if sin were not fully atoned for. 
" He was delivered for our offences ;" He stood as 
our representative ; He took upon Him our iniquities, 
and went down into the grave under the weight thereof. 
"But God raised Him from the dead;" and, by So 
doing, expressed His full approbation of the work of 
redemption. Hence, we read, "He was raised again 
for our justification." Kesurrection, therefore, meets the 
need of the soul, as regards the question of sin. 

When we proceed further, and enter upon the trying 
and difficult path of Christian testimony, we find that 
JeSXTS Rissn is a sovereign remedy for all tlie ills of 
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lico. This is happily exemplified for m in John xx. 
Mary repairs to the Rt*puIcliro early in the niornin^^, 
and, as wo learn from the paralLd passage in Mark, her 
heart was nut only sad at the loss of her gracious 
Friend, but also tried by the difficulty of removing the 
stone from (he mouth of the cave. The resurrection 
removed, at once, lier sorrow and her burden, Jesus 
BlsEX filled the blank in her desolated affections, and 
removed from her shoulders the load which she was 
unable to sustain. She found the stone rolled away 
from the sepulchre, and she found alco her beloved 
Lord, whom death had. for a season, snatched from her 
view. Such mighty things could resurrection accom- 
plish on behalf of a poor needy mortal. 

Nor is it otherwise with us now. Have our hearts 
been broken and bereaved by the stern, rude hand of 
death ? Has his cold breath chilled our affections 1 What 
is the remedy 1 Hesurrection. Yes ; resurrection, that 
great restorer, not merely of **tired," but of ruined, 
nature, fills up all blanks — repaira all breaches — reme- 
dies all ills. If the conscience be affected bv a sense 
of sin, resurrection sets it at rest, by the assurance that 
the Surety's work has been fully accepted. If the 
heart be bowed down with sorrow, and torn by the 
ravages of death, resurrection heals, soothes, and binds 
it «p, by securing the restoration and reunion of all 
who have gone before ; it tells us to " sorrow not as 
others which have no hope ; for if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." (I Thes. iv. 13, 
14.) It is commonly thought that time fills up all the 
blanks which death has made in the affections ; but the 
spiritual mind could never regard time, with its sorrow- 
ful vicissitudes, as a substitute for resurrection and it« 
immortal joys. The poor worldling may perhaps find, 
in passing circumstances, something to fill up the void 
which death makes, but not so the christian ; to him, 
resurrection is the grand object ; to that he looks, as 
the only instrumentality by which all his losses can be 
retrieved, and all his evils remedied. 

So also in the matter of burden and pressure from 
present circumstances ; the only relief is in resurrection. 
Till then, we have but to tf»il on from day to day, bear- 
ing the burden, and enduring the travail, of the 
present sorrowful scene. We may, like Mary, feel dis- 
posed to cry out, " Who shall roll us away the stone 1" 
Who 1 The KiSEN Jesub. .Apprehend resurrection, 
flOid you ftxe loirad abovu tho influeocer of eyeqr buiden. 



It is not that we may not have many a burdch to 
carry ; no doubt, wo may ; but our burdens shall iidt 
sink us into the dust, because our hearts are buoyed 
up by the blessed truth that our Head is risen from 
the dead, and is now seated at the right of hand God, 
and, moreover, that our place is there with Him. faith 
leads the soul upward, even into the holy serenity of 
the divine presence — it enables us to cast our burden 
on the Lord, and to rest assured that He will sustain it 
for us. How often have we shrunk from the thoughts 
of 80ure trial or burden, which appeared in the distance 
like a dark cloud upon the horizon, and yet, when we 
approached it, we " found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulchre." The Risen- Jesus had rolled it away. 
He has removed the cloud, and filled u[) the scene with 
the light of His own gracious countenance. Mary had 
come to the sepulchre expecting to find a great stone 
between her and the object of her affections, but^ instead 
of that, she found Jesus Kisen between her and the 
dreaded difficulty. She had come to anoiiit a dead 
body, but amved to he blest and made happy^ by a 
risen Saviour. Such is God> way — such, the power 
and value of resurrection. Sins, soitows, and burdens, 
all vanish, when we find ourselves in the presence of a 
living Lord. When John, in the island of Patmos, had 
fallen to the dust, as one dead, what was it that raised 
him up 1 Resurrection — the living Jesus : " I am He 
that liveth, and was dead : and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore." This set him on his feet. Communion 
with Him who had wrested life from the very grasp of 
death, removed his fears, and infused divino st^ngth 
into his soul. 

In the case of Peter and John, too, we find another 
instance of the power of resurrection. In them it is^ j 
not so much a question of sin, or sorrow, and burden, 
as of difficulty. Their minds are evidently puzzled by 
all that met their view at the sepulchre. To see grave- 
clothes, so carefully arranged in the very tomb, was 
unaccountable. But they are only puzzled because, 
"as yet, they knew not the scripture, that He must 
rise again from the dead." Nothing but resurrection 
could solve their difficulty. Had they known that^ 
they would have been at no loss to account for the 
arrangement of the grave-clothes; they would have 
known that the Destroyer of death had been there, 
doing His mighty work, and had left behind Him the 
traces of His triumph. Such was the meaning of the 
acQiDe at the tomb; at hbi^ it was oaidolated to teacb 
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*hat lesson. The Lord Jesus hod calmly and delibcr- 
itely passed through the conflict. Ho had exhibited 
10 hasto^ no perturbation. He had taken time to set 
n order His grave-clothes and His tomb — He shewed 
hat it required no strained effort, on His part, to 
ranquish the power of death. However, Peter and 
Tohn knew not this ; and, therefore, they went away 
o their own home. The strength of Mary's affection 
nade her linger still ; love was more influential than 
mowledge ; and, though her heart was breaking, she 
«maixied at the sepulchre ; she would rather weep near 
he spot where her Lord had lain, than go anywhere 
ilae. But resurrection settled everything. It filled 
ap the blank in Mary's broken heart, and solved the 
iifficulty in the minds of Peter and John. It dried 
ip her tears, and put a stop to their amazement. 
Fssxjs Hi8£N is, in good truth, the sovereign remedy 
m all evils, and nothing is needed but faith to use 
lim. 

We have a fresh illustration of the principle on 
rhich we are dwelling. (i7. 19.) Here, the closed 
loot evidences the fear of the disciples. They are 
iraid of the Jews. Jesus appears amongst them — 
le pronounces His benediction upon them. '' Peace 
» unto yon." Who can harm them? they have in 
heir midst the mighty Yanqaisher of death and hell. 
[here is unspeakable value in this word '' peace," used 
vj such an One, at such a time. Why are we troubled 
vj the condition of things around us 1 Why do we 
wCake ourselves, if not to the closed door, at least to 
ome other human resource? Surely, because we are 
lot walking with our eyes steadily fixed on Him who 
ras dead, but who is alive for evermore, who has all 
ower in heaven and on earth. They forget the Jews, 
bej forget their fear, they forget everything, because 
beir souls are occupied with their risen Lord. 

The Lord's way is often to leave his people in trial, 
nd to be with them therein. Paul might desire to 
et rid of the thorn, but the answer was, /' My grace is 
officient for thee." It is a far richer mercy to have 
he grace and presence of Jesus in the trial, than to be 
eliyered from it. The Lord allowed Shadrach, Mes- 
lae, and Abednego to be cast into the furnace \ but, if 
le did, He came down and walked with them therein. 

Ifay it be our heart's desire to find ourselves in 
ompcny with the risen Lord, a« we pass through this 
tying acene^ and then, whether it bo the furnace of 
flUctltti dr te rttaa ctf pUMMfatkmi w^ ib^ Ysssf^ 



peace. Whether it be the bereavement of the heart, 
the burden of the shoulder, the difficulty of the mind, 
the fear or unbelief of the heart, all will be remedied 
by fellowship with Him who was raised from the dead. 

J. L. H. 



THE WILDEBNESS AND THE TEMPTEB. 

THOUGHTS ON MATTHEW IV. 



HOW have we to watch against the arts of the 
seducer ! We are in a wilderness the moment 
the Spirit leads us. He cannot give the sense of any- 
thing but of a wilderness in this world to the soul that 
He leads and teaches. For such is the truth and 
faithfulness of the Spirit to our souls. It is a wilder- 
ness, for God and His glory have been estranged from 
it ; and being so, the Spirit ever leads and teaches 
accordingly. But then the devil's work is the contra- 
diction of the Spirit's, and so we here find it. Ho 
could transform the desert ; ho would furnish it in such 
a way as to seduce us from the thought of its being a 
wilderness at all ; and he does all he can to lead us to 
join him in this ; to join him in furnishing this desert 
world with costly attractions. He will bring the giddy 
pinnacle and the glittering kingdoms into it, and would 
have us to turn its stones into bread ; to find in its 
wretched garbage that which will answer the desires of 
nature, and make provision for the flesh. Is it not so 1 
And yet tliis is wonderful surely ; this shows the skill 
of a very cunning artificer. It is a wilderness, a place 
of thorns and briai-s ; all feel it and own it to be so, 
more or less. Trials and pains and constant disappoint- 
ments make it so m the confession of all. And yet the 
devil can furnish it with pinnacles and kingdoms ; he 
can trick it out before our vision with his attractive 
prospects and glittering objects. What skill ! What 
seduction ! To clothe a desert thus, and thus to make 
it smile ! Yea, and so employ us in the work of thus 
deceiving ourselves ; leading us to make the stones of 
a desert entertainment for our appetites. 

All this was his attempt here with Jesus : wo know 
how signally he failed. But all this is the pattern of 
his attempts still, and the course of the world still 
maintained and honoured among us, which is the 
devil's furniture of this wilderness — the pinnacles and 
the kingdoms ho has brought into it With all but the 
church, he prospers in his eflbrts to ellute and deceive, 
and difficult does even the believer find it to walk 
amid these pinnacles and glories remembering that 
they are the devil's deooite, txx that all ia really and 
truly a wiUem^n itilL J. G. B. 
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WHAT OHUBCH SHOULD I JOIN 7 

AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG CONVERTS, 
By John Ritchie, 



MANY of you here to-night have recently been 
converted to God. A few weeks ago you were 
asking the all important question — " What must I do 
to be saved"? and this you had answered, by the 
Word of God telling you — " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved". (Acts xvi. 31). 
You have believed, and you are saved, for God was as 
good as His Word. As young believers, other enquiries 
now rise among you, and among these, as some of you 
have expressed it, is the question — 

WHAT CHURCH SHOULD I JOIN ; OR WHERE, AND WITH 
WHOM, CAN I HAVE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 1 

This is a very important question, and I am glad to 
know many of you are deeply exercised before God 
about it. Next to your souFs salvation and your 
individual walk with Him, nothing can be of more 
importance than to be guided aright in the matter of 
** Church .Fellowship ". Your decision in this, will 
have an abiding effect on your after life, either for good 
or evil Many seem to think it does not matter much 
where they go, or with whom they have fellowsliip, 
providing they get on smoothly and consequently make 
it a matter of their own choice — " What Church they 
join,* or, as it happens very often, they just drop in 
where they have been in the " liahlt " of going, and 
where perhaps their parents are " members ". Now this 
would be all right, if God had left it an " open ques- 
tion " — a thing to ** please themselves " about, but if 
He has given His will on the matter, it surely becomes 
every one of His people to find out what that is, and 
then unhesitatingly to do it. 

In seeking to answer your question — " Wliat Church 
»houLd I join ?" 1 would impress upon my own soul and 
yours, the absolute necessity of being guided wholly and 
solely by the Word of God. Men's ideas and advices 
are of no use here ; not even the counsel of a pious 
parent^ but the Word of God, and that alone, must 
answer the question. And this makes it at once simple 
and easy ; for if God has told me in His word whei'e^ 
and with whom I am to have Church Fellowship, it 
ceases to be a question of what / think, or what my 
Jriends think, or what any man says, and becomes a 
question of " What saith the Lord 1 " Where does He 
say I am tb be, and where does He forbid me to go ? 
That's the point to get settled first of all, and then no 



matter how much opposition may eome to hinder you, 
or how much failure there may be around you, you'll 
have the consciousness you stand where God has 
commanded you, and have in your soul the testimony 
that you are pleasing Him. And what can be put into 
the balance against that 1 Nothing ! no nothing, for 
if you have the witness that you are pleasing God, and 
that He is on your side, it will make you as bold as a 
lion, even if earth and hell be engaged against you. 

We will open the Book then — the precious Book-- 
the " lamp to our feet "—the " light to our path "—and 
see what God says about the Church, and who they are 
that compose it. ^Vlien once we get to know this, there 
will not be so much difficulty left about the "joining**. 

First of all then — the word " Church " is never used 
in the Scriptures as the name of a building used lex 
religious purposes, as many of us from our childhood 
have been accustomed to use it. It is always used in 
connection with persons — and signifies "called out" 
ones. Turn to Acts xx. 28 ; where we have " ths 
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His 
own blood " ; and again, " Christ loved the Church and 
gave Himself for it ". (Eph. v. 25.) 

Here we see whose the Church is, and at what cost 
it was purchased. It is the Cliurcli of Ood, Not the 
Church of a nation, a country, a creed, or a person, but 
" of God " ; purchased by the precious Blood of Chriiii 
and the object of His everlasting love. Like the 
merchantman seeking goodly pearls, who, when he 
had found one pearl of great price sold all to buy it— 
the Lord Jesus gave Himself to obtain the Church and 
have it as His partner and the sharer of His glory — with 
Him — like Him for ever. It is spoken of in the New 
Testament, (and not found in the Old at all save in 
type) under the figures of a Body, a Temple, a House, 
a Bride, and a City. It is the Body of Christy tbe 
Temple of the Holy Ghost, the House of God, the 
Bride of the Lamb, and the City New Jerusalem, see 
(^Eph. L 22, 23; 1 Cor. iii. 16; 1 Tim. iiL 15 ; Rev. 
XXL 3 ; XXL 9. 

Of this body, Christ risen and glorified is the one 
and only head ; for " God hath made Him to he the 
Head over all things to the church which is His body, 
(Eph. i. 22-23) and—" He is before all things, and by 
Him all things consist, and He is the Head of the body 
the Church." (Col. i. 17, 18.) To Him the Church is 
called to be in subjection, as the w^e^is to her husband, 
(Eph. V. 23), and to Him alone.- ^ * ' . 
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'ope, Archbishop, Council or Assembly, has any 
vuirant to legislate for the Church of God ; they 
yer been called to issue bulls, frame canons, or 
aw8 outside the Word of God for her obedience, 
ad yet lives, seated on the right hand of God, to 
, sustain, and rule His body ; the Spirit of God 
within each member uniting him to the living 
and the Word of God containing all His 
is in our hands ; what more need we ? 

lere is but one Head, so also is there but one 
(Eph. iv. 4.) It is composed of many members, 
I in rank and attainment, even as in our natural 
ve have the eye, the hand, the foot, but though 
lembers, yet but one Body, (1 Cor. xii. 20), for 
e Spirit are we all baptized into one body ". (1 
. 13.) Each member fills the place and sphere 
. to him by God. This unity is God-made, 
d-sustained. Man never formed it, and he 
3r break it, because its keeping is in the hands 
—it is divine. By fonping many and varied 
) may ignore or deny this unity, but that in no 
cts it. The Church of God is one in spite of 
3 failure and schism ; it embraces every child 
, north, south, east, and west, by whatever 
ley may be known among men. They are all 
d by the same precious bloQiJ, sealed and 
by the same Spirit, encircled and enlocked by 
e Almighty Arms of Love, and to be in the 
orious home throughout eternity. These are 
ng links between saint and saint — they shall 
3 decay, though sad to say they are oftimes 
i here, while others of man's making take their 

young Believer — This is the Church of God as 
of in the Scriptures; begun on the day of 
>t by the descent of the Holy Ghost — at present 
Eithered out from the nations of the earth 
the preaching of the Gospel, having no earthly 
ice or potentate — separate alike from Jew and 
-One new man— One Holy Church the Bride 
st to be completed and presented to Him 
) comes. 

is Church, (the only one mentioned in the 
5s) you are already a "member," you have 
)een "joined" to it Nothing on your part 
9 you any more a member than you at present 
you cannot unchurch yourself. By the act of 
became a member of the Church which is 



Christ^s body, on the day of your conversion, and 
youll continue so, for all eternity. Halellujah. 

Part of the members of this Church are now absent 
from the body, and present with the Lord ; others are 
for the present living in the world among men, and 
must needs live in some city, town, or country. It is 
not the will of God that they should remain isolated 
one from another, for His Word has said — " Not 
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together as 
the manner of some is." (Heb. x. 17.) The Christ- 
life within each of them ako craves for fellowship with 
other members in whom the same life dwells, for " we 
are members one of another ". Their association must 
therefore be one of life, and not mere outward 
uniformity ; and the dead — that is the unconverted — 
cannot have any share in it, for what fellowship has 
life with death, or light with darkness 1 Clearly none 
whatever. Therefore it is impossible, that anything 
like true fellowship can exist in those Churches where 
the living and the dead — the children of God and the 
children of the devil — are massed together. God 
distinctly forbids that such should be, in the words — 
" Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness, and what communion hath light with dark- 
ness. . . . Wherefore come out from among them 
and be ye separate saith the Lord." (2 Cor. vi. 14-17.) 
The tares and the wheat are to grow side by side in the 
world — (and "the field is the tror/ef' remember, and 
not the Church, see Matt xiii. 38) until the end, but in 
the Church of the living God the unconverted have no 
place, they are " without ". (See 1 Cor. v. 12, Col. iv. 

6-) 

It was so in the beginning. We find in the New 

Testament there were local churches, such as the 

church at Jerusalem (Acts viii.), the Church of Corinth 

(1 Cor. i. 1), the Churches of Galatia (Gal. i 2), and the 

Church in the house of Nymphas (Col. iv. 15). Each 

of these local churches stood on its own base, in direct 

responsibility to the Lord, and each church received 

praise or blame as it was worthy, but was not held 

responsible or blamed for the actions of any other 

church (see Rev. ii. and iii.). These churches con 

sisted of believers, and believers only. They received 

all whom the Lord received, even those who were 

"weak" and required "support" (see Rom. xiv. 

1, 1 Th. V. 14), and to have been narrower thto 

this they would have become a ted. In their att^m- 
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blios they worshipped God, guided by the Spirit 
(I Cor. xiv.) ; they observed the Lord's Supper on tho 
first day of the week (Acts xx. 7), but we hear no 
word of any " presiding minister " or " elder " at the 
head of the table. They owned and received tho gifts 
of the risen Christ — evangelists, pastors, and teachers, 
but they did not choose, elect, or ordain their own 
ministers; nor was there any such person known in 
these churches as the modern "minister" who is 
chosen by the congregation to do all the preaching, 
teaching, and shepherding of the flock. At Antioch 
there were five teachers (Acts xiii. 1) and at Phillipi 
several Bishops (PhiL i 1) in one churcL How 
would that do now-a-daysl What would become of 
"the minister"] These churches owned and obeyed 
those whom God had fitted to rule (Heb. xiii. 7, 17), 
they exercised Godly discipline towards the erring, and 
if there was any one among them became guilty of 
holding and teaching evil doctrine (Eev. ii. 17, 20), or 
of immoral practice (1 Cor. v. 11) they put away tho 
offender. 

Such are a few of tho characteristic features of tho 
churches mentioned in Scripture, and they are the 
patterns of what churches ought to be till the Lord 
come. I have no more right to devise a new order or 
fellowship in the Church of God, than I have to make 
a new way of salvation. God has given both in His 
word, and it endureth for ever. 

When any one was converted they did not require to 
ask " What church should I join ) " for there was only 
one church in each place, and thoy there and then 
became identified with it 

For example, in Jerusalem there were one hundred 
and twenty disciples on the day of Pentecost in an 
upper room. Three thousand more were converted, and 
we read " the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls . . . and •!! that 
believed were together." (Acts ii. 41-44.) And this 
was not only on the " special occasion " of that " great 
Revival," but they continued steadfastly in the apostle's 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and 
in prayers (Acts 2-43), and of the rest durst no man 
join himself unto them (Acts v. 13). 

There wero no unconverted "young communi- 
cants," no "dead members" in that church; they 
" durst not join themselves to them". The ungodly 
Jaws carried on their ^religion in the temple, headod by 
ihtt his^ psiM and hiB ^otiUbkgM^'' who dbbdteittbd 



the Son of God ; even as the unconverted re! 
people do now in their churches and chapels ; b 
young converts could have had no fellowship wit 
persons, and I'm sure neither would you. But, lil 
of Tarsus, you would have gone to the discipU 
been received to their fellowship as he was. (Se 
ix. 26-28.) You see your path would have beex 
then. It is very different now. Numerous sec 
spread over the face of the earth ; the church a 
world are mixed up together ; and when God'f 
born babes open their eyes, they can see nowhc 
Church of God as it was in the beginning, b 
after sect named after their founder, their crc 
their country, and all contending for the mas 
who'll be the greatest. 

What is to bo done 1 That's the point, and w( 
fairly face it. Here in ■ you have the most 
leading sects represented, and you wish to know 
of them you ought to join. Well, the simplest t 
to your question is, " Which of them is accord 
the Word of Godt Which of them answers 
Pattern given in the Book f 

Let us test them and see. The leading churcl 
far from the mark. They allow the unconver 
sit at the Lord's Table — thoro can be no doubt 
that. If you question this, just go up to some o: 
and ask the plain and legitimate question "I 
soul saved," and you'll see. They choose thei 
ministers, some of which are unconverted beyc 
doubt. They have one man set up, who acts as 
gelist, pastor, and teacher, and for this he rec< 
stated salary — in short, is " hired " to do the p 
religion. He says all the prayers, gives out ; 
hymns, and docs all the preaching. No matte 
else may be called of God to speak or pray whil 
are at " public worship," he dare not do it, < 
should be turned out. The Holy Ghost mi 
through him, or not at all ; and all this honour 
f erred upon " the minister," because he is nn " or 
man " — that is, because the hands of some other 
fellow-presbyters were once laid upon his he; 
imitation of the apostles, — which most honest k 
the sham of. These are serious obstacles to ar 
whose desire is to please God and obey His 
"joining" or having church-fellowship in such 
surely. Are they noti Then there are other 
make "water baptism " the door of admission in 
timikf Hud h»fk no Mcm fi» th« Bpint^ goida: 
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vorsbip, or the exercise of all God's gifts in ministry. 
[his is sectarian, and apart from the Word of God. 
Dihers gather on " the ground of the one body " — a 
Jung not mentioned in Scripture — and exclude many 
pf God's people who are walking in the truth. This is 
^bly sectarian, and strongly condemned in the Word 
if God. (See 3 John 10.) What then, is to be 
lonet Where then, can we gol Mast we out of 
BBsny evils *' choose the least '' t Certainly not. We 
Bust have the right thing — the God-appointed church 
Ulowship and order^ or none. Nothing less will 
Krely satisfy a true-hearted saint who wants to do the 
vill of God in this matter. 

Well then, find out if there are any believers 
pibering in the name of the Lord Jesus, and having 
Kb in their midst according to Matt xviiL 20 ; who 
bsve left all sects and parties, with their names, creeds 
■nd traditions, because contrary to scripture, and who 
have returned to the first principles of the Church 
q{ God ; who have no name but that of Christ, who 
teceive all His people — have room for the exercise of 
•11 His gifts — liberty for all the operations of His 
Spirit — and have His Word alone for their creed. 
Ihis is what is commanded in the Book, and this 
it your jdaee. Shrink not from taking it, and tehen 
Ifom have taken it " continue steadfastly," in it — hold 
U fiut. Those so gathering may be but a " little 
flock " poor and despised, compared with the crowd of 
idijgioiis professors around them, but Jesus says — 
** Where two or three are gathered together in My name 
ttere am / in the midst," and surely it is bettor to be 
where He is, than in the crowd without Him. 

Let those who gather thus make no pretensions to 
\m ** The Church of God," for this they are not, so 
long as there are saints in the sects around them, who 
neverUieless are as dear to God as they, and will be 
in the same heaven for all eternity. Let them love 
•ach as brethren, although the systems they are mixed 
up in must be ignored. And having gained the right 
poniian as to Church fellowship, let them live in the 
l^^t eonditianf in fellowship with God, and so walk 
mmnn^ men as to commend the truth to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God, and may He help us 
mdimduaUy so to do. Amen. 
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UNEEQUITED LOVE. 

TX7^ know very little of the power of the love of 
'* Cbrist. Let us look at Him, and see the 
perfect strength of His love. Not only that Ho 
did not please Himself, and humbled Himself to the 
place of our disobedience, but that also, in return 
for love. Ho was content to bo utterly rejected. 
If we have rendered a kindness to another and get no 
return, not even a kind word, our hearts faint in the 
exercise of love. Do we know what it is to experience 
the same return as the Lord did for acts of kindness) 
To become, in consequence of them, the less respectedl 
Thus it was with the Lord Jesus. Man took occasion, 
by His holiness, to treat Him with the utmost scorn. 
He looked for comforters, but He found none. That 
disciple who had been most forward to declare his 
adhesion to Him, denied Him with oaths and curses. 
Jesus found no outlet for His grief. When cast out 
by those to whom He came for love. His soul turned to 
God, and here we see the meaning of Psalm xxii, " O 
God, be not far from me," but God hid His face from 
Him. The wrath which man deserved was resting on 
Jesus, and there was nothing to sustain His soul bat 
the power of love. That love which we shall fully 
know and taste for ever, supported Him, and if He 
emptied Himself of everything else, the fulness of love 
remained, for He is God and God is love. We, dear 
brethren, have found love in Him, and that shall be 
our everlastuig portion. When Jesus was on earth. He 
could not help going about and doing good, and thus 
in His actings during His abode here, there was some- 
thing that oven the natural mind could approve of. 
We like to have our diseases healed, and our deceased 
friends, who were dear to us, raised to life again, but 
nono of this power was put forth in the cross, there 
was then no miracle performed, nothing but weakness 
and degradation were then manifested, nevertheless the 
fulness of lovo was then exhibited. We do not like 
the power of the cross, it stains human glory, and we 
do not like thus to receive the blessings of salvation. 
Many Christians are cherishing the things, which keep 
the in from knowing the full power of this love in their 
hearts. Whatever nourishes self, no matter what it is, 
whether talents, wealth, learning, respectability, any 
thing, and every thing that the natural man delights in, 

renders Christ leas precious to us, and causes us to feel 
less enjoyment in His love. Let us, beloved, bleis 
Qod for anything that puts down sell 
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DEATH IN THE POT. 

SUGGESTIONS FROM 2 KINGS IV. 88-41, 2 KINGS II. 
19-21, AND EXODUS XV. 22-27. 



2 KINGS iv. 38-41 : " And they came to Gilpjal ". 
City of the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. 
•* And there was a dearth in the land." The sons of 
the prophets hungered. Fellowship with God always 
creates a hanger for that which cannot he found here. 
'' And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and 
found a wild vine." Bearing wild gourds, the fruit of 
a condemned earth. "And gathered thereof .... 
his lapfulL" It was an abundant growth, because 
indigenous to the soil. " And shred them into the pot 
of pottage." Thus the whole pot was defiled, and that 
to which they looked for food produced only death. 
" For they knew them not." But the wages of sin is 
death, whether it be committed in conscious rebellion 
against God, or the more hopeless disease of the 
self-satisfied but not less leprous sinner. ''There is 
death in the pot" Cry of the awakened soul, aroused 
by divine mercy to see his awful danger. " And they 
could not eat thereof." Grace has shown them the 
poison : they can no longer feed on it 

Now we come to the divine remedy. " Then bring 
meaL" Here, as in the fine flour of the meat offering, 
we are reminded of the grinding and bruising process, 
pointing us to the i^erfecting through suffering of our 
merciful and faithful High Priest " And they cast it 
into the pot" Have we not in this a figure of Christ 
in His undefiled human body going down into death for 
His people, not only as a sacrifice for sin, but also that 
He might be to them the living bread from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not die 1 " Pour out 
for the people that they may eat." Not scantily, but 
every man according to his eating, in full, abundant 
measure. Thus we see Christ in the double aspect of a 
Saviour from condemnation and also a satisfying 
portion for the trustful soul. By d3ring He abolished 
death, destroying him that had its power, and delivering 
those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. To know Him thus in our soul's 
experience is life ; but what have we tasted lof the 
heavenly food that is to be the sustenance of our 
wilderness journey : of fellowship in that life poured 
out for us as our portion and our strength 1 

2 Kings iu 19-21. Jericho, the city of the curse. 
The situation pleasant^ because bearing marks of the 



creating hand ; but the springs were polluted ; 
was no water to sustain life, and hence no fruitful 
The divine remedy : a new cruse and salt the 
May we take this as a figure of the incorruptible 
of the new nature, not alone, but to be filled with g 
" And he cast the salt in there." But will it n( 
soiled and lost in the defiled springs ) Nay, bu 
waters are healed, and there shall be no more tl 
death and barrenness. Thorns and thistles may yel 
place, but the spring is no longer polluted. Is it 
with us as redeemed onesi Not perfection ii 
flesh, for we groaa, being burdened; but is the 
made subject to Christ t Have the affections foui 
Him their centre and their rest 1 If the stronger 
the strong man has taken the city, though sin still < 
within us and infirmities prevail, yet the life aim 
God. The salt has done its blessed work, anc 
healed waters yield their fruit But the salt mn 
put into the new cruse, for no man putteth new 
into old bottles ; and the heavenly treasure is fo: 
clean vessel, though it be but an earthen one. 

Exodus XV. 22. Next we come to the wildenw 
Shur. Brought triumphantly through the watc 
the Bed Sea, they had but closed the song of victc 
wander three days in the wilderness, seeking fo 
water that was not there. " And when they car 
Marah they could not drink of the waters, for 
were bitter." Have we not found it thus t One 
the joy of victory in fellowship with Christ ; the 
finding the bitter waters of affliction or disappoint 
or learning that hardest of lessons in God's schoo 
corruption of our own hearts. " Three days." 
waited long, and it was but to find in the end I 
ness. Ver. 24 : " The people murmured against Mc 
Moses cried to the Lord. This is faith's unf: 
refuge — God and His power. " And the Lord si 
him a tree " ; giving us the thought of life and s 
God did not cast it in ; he left this to Moses. B 
not remove the bitter waters, but He gave to Mo» 
divine secret of sweetening every bitter thing ii 
precious figure of what Christ is made of God t 
thirsty, weary saints. Have we tried it 1 If n 
us begin now. '' There He made them a statut 
an ordinance, and there He proved them." It w 
passing circumstance : He spake by them to us, sh 
them what was in their own hearts, in the wilde 
and in Christ to meet it all' 

But now the north wind has passed ; we 'get th( 
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i in V. 27 : " AdcI they came to Elim, where were 
.ye wells of water, and threescore and ten palm 
I," giving us perhaps the thought of fulness and 
tbilitjy twelve being the number of the tribes, and 
e score and ten the natural limit of our little life 
w. " And they encamped there by the waters." 
Msk the saints of God find but a camping-ground, 
a dwelling-place, here. They rested but to travel, 
ibej were still in the wilderness, on their way home 
tie promised land. 

jhB not God given in these scriptures some precious 
Lows of Christ as our deliverer from sin in its con- 
nation, its power, and its consequences ; and also 
tie heavenly food, the power for fruit bearing, and 
joj in sorrow of His pilgrim saipts, as He leads 
1 by palm trees and wells of water, through the 
ct home to God. 

A.E. W. 



THOUGHTS ON GENESIS ZXIL 



the wondrous story of redemption as in every- 
thing else, we often fail to look at things from 
'» point of view, and thus lose much blessing. 

love to tiace the patient, holy footsteps of the 
lient One as He trod onward to the cross, but do 
)ver think what it cost the Father during those 
, long years of suffering and rejection t See the 
lisite minuteness of Gen. xxii 6 : ''He tooTc the 
i and laid it upon his son. He took the fire in 
band and a knife, and they went both of them 
Iher" And in this beautiful type is faintly 
lowed the offering of the One Lamb, the Christ 
rod. He laid it on his son, and with the fire and 
knife in his own power, they went both of them 
^Jier (v. 7-8). We see the perfect communion 
reen the offerer and the offered. " My father," 
again '' my son," and so they went both of them 
BTHBR. Together, everj^ step of the way. "He 

sent me is iciih me, the Father hath not loft me 

6, is His testimony." John viiL 29. How can we 

om the heart-agony of the Father as He led on His 
ved One to death. How every rebuff and sorrow He 
, like an electric shock, thrilled Him on the throne, 
yet He never flinched in His eternal purpose. Well 
we say. 

*' Oh, what love the Father bore us. 
We are precious iu His sight.'* 

God will provide Himself a lamb." (Ver. 8.) 
spared Ibsac, but not so His own Son. " He 



that spared not liis own Son." At Calvary He 
suffered for us all. The fire of the wrath of a 
just God was poured on the head of our Substi- 
tute. There the sword entered into His soul. " My 
Gotl, my God, why hast thou forsaken meV 14 ot 
until then was a cry wrung from those patient lips ; not 
until then was He forsaken ; forsaken that we might 
never be alone. Oh, who can fathom the love that 
moved Him to go down into death for us, that He 
might lift up the very dregs of the gentile earth into 
the high glory. He took our place that we might 
share His for ever, and His path of humiliation and 
rejection is ours now, as His glory will be ours here- 
after. Let us seek to follow His steps, abiding in Him, 
till He come. 

" Our only grief to give Him pain, 
Our joy to serve and follow Him : 
Watching and ready may we be, 
As those who hope their Lord to see." 

W. KM. 



NOTICE. 

We have pleasure in directing the attention of our 
readers to Mr. Lincoln's latest book, '* Typical fore- 
shadowings in the Book of Genesis " (London : J. F. 
Shaw & Co). 

As an opening-up of the hidden meaning of that 
wonderful portion of Holy Scripture, we can recom- 
mend it beyond any work on the subject we have seen. 
It is more simple than some and more comprehensive 
than others, and being suggestive rather than exhaus- 
tive, it may lead to further searchings after the trea- 
sures which lie like a seam of precious metal yet un- 
wrought beneath the surface. 

If read in a spirit of devout inquiry, and not merely 
to gratify a craving for something new, such a book 
as this cannot fail to be edifying. 

EDXNBUBGH FASTDA7 MEETINGS, 

In Nicolson's Square Hall, on April 24 — 
10 -SO— Prayer. 
11 tiU 1 -30— Ministry of the Word. 
2 till 3 — Eefreshments. 
3*15 till 4*45 — Conference. 

5 tiU 8— Ministry of the Word. 

The prayers of God's people for and their presence 
at these meetings are requested, also the help of His 
servants who may find it convenient to be present. 

AT PRESTON, 

In the Union Hall, Lawson Street, a few believers 

have recently begun to meet together in the name of 
the Lord Jesus for the breaking of bread every Lord's 
Day. 
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SHADOWS OF CHRIST. 



THE CONSECEATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 



)UT of all tlie families of Israel Go J clioae the house 
of Aaron to niiniator to Him in the priest's offiuf. 
o this Aaron and his sons were solemnly set apart by 
divinely appointed consecration sen'ico, thu details of 
hich are minutely given in the chapter before us. 

That in all these ceremonies there Ls a foreshadowing 
f the Lord Jcsia Christ and of His atoning work, and 
,s blwscd result'* toward us who have believed in 
lira, cannot be questioned in view of the many allu- 
iona thereto which are found in the New Testament. 

God's instruction to Moscs was : " Take thou unto 
hw Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 
mong the children of Israel, that they may ministflr 
ato Me ill the priest's office." (Ex. xxviii. 1.) 

This was spoken while Moses was in the Mount with 
lod. At that time Aaron had gone far astraj'. The 
loltcn calf and the feast of idolatrous worship which 
let the eye of Moses as he descended from the monn- 
lin witnessed that not becatise of Anron's righteoas- 
eas was he chosen for so higli an honour as the priest- 
ood. It was grace, soreteign grace, that chose him 
'hile yet he was a sinnei, cursed by the law lie had 
i quickly broken. 

£reti eucb are they whom God has now called to 
riestly aervice and honour. " While we were yet 
nners Christ died for us " — " Even when we were 
nd in ains" God loved us; aud so it is written, 
Unto Him that loved us and washed ue from our sins 



in His blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God." (IiBv. i. 5.) lie did not first wash us and then 
lovo us, but first loved us, even while wc were His 
enemies, and because of this love, stronger than death. 
Ho gave His life's blood to cleanse us, 

For the consecration of Aaron and His sons all tho 
neces,sary jirovision was to be made l)oforeluind. " One 
bullotk, two rams, unleavened bread," &c., &c. (see Kx. 
xxix. 1, 2) were all to be prepared and ready. These 
all taken together were an epitome of all the offerings 
afterwaixla proscribed for Israel in the Book of Levi- 
ticus. Win-offering, bu rut-offering, peace-offering, and 
meat-offering were all required and all provided. 

No jiroviaion that the claims of God's holiness re- 
quired was awanting; everything was done according 
as God saw fit. 

And in order to the consecration of those who now 
are God's Priesthood, divine provision has been made. 
The whole of the offerings above referred to were re- 
quired to convey a somewhat complete view of the 
atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Him Ls to 
be seen the substance of all tlic shadows. He is the 
Tjinib " forconlained before the foundation of the 
world". (1 Pet, i. 20.) He was the sin-offering, for 
it is written, " Ke hath made Him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin." (2 Cor. v. 2 1 .) He is the hurnt-offering, 
for it is written, " Christ also liath loved us and hath 
given Himself for ua an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet smelling savour. (Eph. v. 2.) 

Ho is the peace-offering, for it is written, " He is our 
^ico " ; " liaving made peace by the blood of His 
cross." (Col. i. 20, Eph. ii. 14.) 

He is the meat -offering, for it is written, " The bread 
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of God is He which cometh down from heaven and 
giveth life unto the world " ; "I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven : if any man eat of this 
bread he shall live for ever : my flesh is meat indeed 
and my blood is diink indeed ". (John vL 33, 51, 
55.) 

Thus has God abounded toward us, not only in 
grace, but also " in all wisdom and prudence ". (Eph. 
1. 8.) He has considered the demands of justice as 
well as the yearnings of compassion ; the glory due to 
His own name as well as the necessities of our guilt 
and helplessness. 

In the person and work of Christ all has been met, 
80 that those who were once afar off and dead in sins 
are not only delivered from the guilt and penalty of 
sin, but brought nigh to God in the character of chil- 
dren to a father, and to serve and worship Him as a 
holy and a royal priesthood. 

All that was needful having been provided, Aaron 
and his sons were to be brought " unto the door of the 
tabernacle," and there washed with water. 

Unto the door they were to be brought, but one 
step across its threshold they could not take until 
washed, anointed, and consecrated according to God. 

How great would have been their sin had they pre- 
sumed to enter in — had they trimmed the lamp, or 
approached the table, or offered the incense upon the 
golden altar with unconsecrated hands ! 

Yet is not this the very sin of those who dare to 
offer worship, and to eat of the holy things provided 
for the children of God, whilst yet they are dead in 
sins, unpardoned, unreconciled. And many of the 
children of God are so blinded to this that they think 
it a good thing for the unsaved to join in what is 
called " public worship " ; nay more, that it is " a 
means of grace '* to them if they partake of the priestly 
portion of the family of God, the bread and wine of 
the Supper of the Lord. 

Being brought unto the door of the tabernacle, 
Aaron and his sons were fjrst to be - " washed with 
water ". 

We do not read that this entire washing was ever 
repeated. True, there was the laver, whereat they con- 
tinually washed their hands and their feet when they 
went into the tent of the congregation, or when they 
approached the altar (Ex. xl. 31, 32) ; but that was 
very different from this washing which was done for 
them by Moses (who throughout all the ceremony 



acted for God), and in which they were entirely 
passive. 

To this double washing the Lord Jesus refers when 
He says to His disciples : " He that is washed, needeth 
not save to wash his feet, but is dean every whit ". 
(John xiiL 10.) 

When it is written that He " loved us and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood " (Rev. L 5), it is 
no partial washing that is referred to ; neither is it a 
washing in which we can do aught for ourselves, all 
was done for us, and perfectly done, when the Lord 
Jesus " by Himself purged our sins " on Calvary. 

In the reckoning of God there is no past, no future, 
all is an eternal present. With Him a thousand years , 
are as one day, and one day as a thousand years. All j 
whom the Father has given to Christ, albeit they have 
been coming one by one for many centuries to Christ 
the door, were seen by God at the cross of Jesus. 
" The Lord hath laid on Him (or made to meet on . 
Him) the iniquities of us all ; " there He purged them 
away. There was the fountain opened for sin and for « 
uncleanness, and there though our sins were as scarlet 
have they been made white as snow. 

It was in view of this His own stupendous work for i 
us that Jesus used these words so full of peace^ving 
power — " clean every whit." 

" Clean every whit ! Thou saidst it, Lord ; 
Shall one suspicion lurk ? 
Thine surely is a faithful word, 
And Thine a finished work.*' 

To be by faith a partaker in this purging of our sins, 
which was accomplished at the cross of Jesus, is to be g 
"justified from all things". This is done for every - 
believer once for all, and Scripture never speaks of • 
man being twice justified any more than of a man 
being twice regenerated. 

Forgiveness is another thing. The believer, once - 
purged from his sins, never again requires to be justi- 
fied as a guilty sinner, but he may daily require to be - 
forgiven as an erring child. So also, as in every 
day's contact with the world defilement is incurred, ^ 
there must needs be the daily repairing to Christ as 1 
the laver that, through the operation of His Word and j 
Holy Spirit, we may be practically cleansed as to our , 
conscience and our ways, and maintained in a fit | 
condition of soul to serve and have feUowship witli = 
God. 

But this is the continuous exercise of ttie consecrated 
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family, not the purging which effected our consecra- 
tion. 

Having been washed at the door of the Tabernacle, 
Aaron and his sons were next to be arrayed in their 
priestly garments. And here there is a divergence be- 
tween the ceremonies for Aaron and those for his sons 
which it is very important to observe. 

The sons of Aaron were to serve as priests : Aaron 
alone was to be " High Priest ". As High Priest he 
was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ ; whilst his sons, 
otherwise known as " the house of Aaron " (Ps. 
cxviiL 3), represented the Church as set apart in a 
priestly character for the service and worship of God. 
This distinction between Christ as the Great High 
Priest and the priesthood of all who believe in Him is 
beautifully illustrated in these consecration ceremonies. 

But whilst throughout Aaron is a type of Christ, 
personally he was a man compassed with infirmity like 
ourselves, and herein the type fails, for Christ needed 
not as Aaron " to offer up sacrifice first for His own 
pins," for He was " holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens ". 
(Heb. vil 26, 27.) 

The law had indeed " a shadow of good things to 
come," but in many respects it was " not the very 
image " of these things. (Heb. x. 1.) 

That is to say, whilst there were interwoven with 
the law the typos or shadows, or similitudes of the 
great realities, there were also contrasts wherein the 
weakness of the type is seen, and wliich only serve 
when rightly understood to manifest in bolder relief 
the glory of the originals. 

Hence it is that whilst Aaron because of liis personal 
infirmity had to be washed together with his sons, and 
also to lay his hand on the head of the bullock for the 
sin-offering ; when he is to be arrayed in his represen- 
tative garments he is quite distinct from his sons, and 
this in such particulars as are beautifully fitted to show 
forth the pre-eminence of the Lord Jcsua. 

J. R. C. 



NOTES ON THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 

BY W. LINCOLN. 
Part IL Dialooths III., fkom Chap. v. 2 to vi. 12. 



NINTHLY : " His legs are as pillars of marble, set 
upon sockets of fine gold." A pillar is the well 
known symbol of stability and of immobility. A pillar 



of marble may therefore be designed to represent 
sted fastness of purpose, nothing in time occurring, 
which affects it. And we oft find the number two in 
Scripture in connection with the thought of certainty 
and therefore as calculated to produce confidence. 
Also in the course of this Song, we have noted several 
allusions to the Temple of Solomon as in iil 9, and 
likewise in the previous language in the Bride's por- 
traiture of the Bridegroom as in v. 10. Hence there 
may be here possibly an allusion to those two pillars 
in the Temple (2 Chron. iii. 17), where we read ; 
" And he called the name of the one lachin and the 
name of the other Boaz," Now these terms being 
intrepreted, signify : " God shall establish," and " In 
Him is strength," that is to say, " I will do it and I 
will keep it ". For the Lord Jesus Christ is not only 
the divine ground for sinners to rest upon, in order 
that such may find security and peace, He is also the 
one single and sole Bock on which the entire church 
is being built for ever. I mean that which the sinner 
on his coming to the Saviour finds, — God's provision 
in all its fulness in Christ ; so too does any number of 
saved souls, clinging to Himself alone, find increasingly 
in the same wondrous and precious Lord. AVe must 
never forget that the varying aspects as traced through- 
out Scripture, are set forth in special reference to the 
manifold needs and changing circumstances of His 
people. But whoever they are and however much 
they cling to Him and depend upon him. He is per- 
fectly equal to the strain. Indeed we may say that He 
needs their emptinesses and weakness, in order that 
the fulness of grace and of glory in Him may be dis- 
played. Fearfully do they err who whether for salva- 
tion, or for church-fellowship, or for abiding in the 
light of God's presence, would seek for aught in 
creature to add to the security of these pillars ! By 
being in Christ we are saved ; by Christ being in us 
are we in a divine manner drawn together ; by Christ 
being our all and being in us all, shall we all eventually 
be brought home. The eternal purpose of God in 
Christ will, yea must, in every jot be carried out. Ere 
time began its couree, we were predestinated to sonship 
through Christ Jesus, for God's own joy in our being 
set before His face and encompassed with His love for 
ever. WTiat is there that has since taken place, which 
can change that purpose of Omnipotence and of the 
All-Sufficicnt 1 Our sins have tested and drawn upon 
and drawn out His love 1 But they have not diverted, 
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nor checked nor changed that love — no, not at all. 
He has put His foot down, if so we may say reverently 
in fixity of love and of infinite grace. " He is of one 
mind and who can turn Him 1 " 

The marble pillars rest, we are told, " upon sockets of 
fine gold ". That He in His purposes is inflexible, His 
promise is sure, and that His grace will complete what 
His grace has begun, depend, ultimately of course for 
their final issue in glory, on His godhead. God is for 
us ! And if God as such, be for us, who can be against 
U8 ? Or who shall separate us from the love of Christ 
and from the love of God in Christ? I only add 
further that in the Revelation, His feet are said to 
resemble* " fine brass," or rather "white hot copper." 
There indeed He is beheld in His judgment of evil 
and as treading down all opposition. But in the Song, 
the picture is of the Bridegroom ! Hence hero the 
suggestion is only as to His might and fixed deter- 
mination to carry out his thoughts of love and to love 
even to the end — to love us home. Happy are we in 
having such a changeless Almighty Lover ! 

Tenthly : " His countenance is as Lebanon, excel- 
lent as the cedars." True, when John behold Him, the 
e£fect produced on him was that he fell at His feet as 
dead. But that terror was caused by the flesh which 
was in that apostle and the like to which is in every 
living saint and will be until the change wrought upon 
all at the moment of the archangelic shout of Christ. 
For undoubtedly the flesh in any one of us and in us 
all is opposed to Him and dreads Him. But blessed 
be God, though the flesh be in us, yet are not we in the 
flesh. But this view of Him which is aftbrded to us 
here surely rebukes those who speak of Him as " Dear 
Jesus," and even those too who talk in a light and 
flippant way of the coming and of the day of the Lord. 
No question the subject is a very bright one for those 
•who are truly His ; yet withal surely it is a most 
solemn theme too. I would fain be one to warn here 
by uttering plainly what I believe y there is a senti- 
mental and carnal phase of Christianity seen almost 
everywhere at the jJre,8ent time. It is found even in 
many hymns, and notably in those used on the occasion 
of a late very popular revival movement. In those 
songs there is scarcely one in which there is any 
recognition of the Lordship of Christ or of His divine 
Sonship. Oh ! if those crowds who sung those rhymes 
so glibly had actually contemplated the glories of that 
blessed One; a sober, grave spirit and a prostrate 



attitude of soul had more characterised them. For 
His countenance is as Lebanon, which like all other 
high mountains, quickly produces the effect upon tlie 
mind, of growing admiration and awe, the more in- 
tently it is gazed upon. The height thereof does not 
of course at all increase, yet do we come more and 
more to realise the majestic proportions thereof. And 
so 

** The more thy glories strike my mind 
The humbler I shall be.'' 

And as the summit of its snow-clad ])eak is lost in the 
clouds ; so likewise " no one knoweth the Son but the 
Father". Again I would utter another warning. It is 
one thing for Him to call us His brethren ; it is quite 
another for us to call Him our elder Brother. That 
He is such, is our niercy, but surely spiritual sensitive- 
ness would lead us ever to think of Him and to 
accost Him as our Lord. Contrast for instance Hii 
own language to us in Rev. xxiL 16, and ours to Him 
in verse 20. Whilst he graciously and simply says " I, 
Jesus," our reply when in the spirit is " Lord Jesus." 
They who of His saints know Him best, are most lost 
in wonder at His love being set on them, and worship 
Him gladly in profoundest self-abasement And when 
we see him as He is, and know even as also we are 

• 

known ; oh the joy that will fill our hearts and which 
will only find adequate vent by our falling down before 
Him and singing with full inwrought convictioD, 
" Thou art worthy ! " 

Eleventh : " His mouth is most sweet ". For thence 
is communicated to our souls His goodness, grace, and 
love. For as with the breath of His lips He will slay 
the wicked and kindle the fire of hell which will never 
be quenched, so too from that mouth flows the spirit 
which makes us all aglow with rapture and with wo^ 
ship. As well of the cherubim in heaven as also 
remarkably of the lost in hell, it is written that " they 
rest not day nor night ". For " God is fire ". Those 
who have his nature and are conformed to His image, 
being filled with His spirit, in holy ardour worship 
Him and enjoy His love. For they know Him. The»> 
fore are they the new cherubim, and because they know 
Him do they overflow with joy and bum with tl» 
ardour of holiness divine as the antitypicol seraphim.* 

* The serapliim are identical with the chembim. In proof 
see my lectnre on Rev. iv. The latter terra suggests rather tki 
cause ; the foniier the effect That is to say, the w(»d chenibai 
means "those who know," and seraphim "those who bnra**. .^. 
Would to God that in our private devotions and in our re«idii^ /* 
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But ttioae wliOBe nature is finally nnd irruvoeiibly Rxcil 
as evil, barn likewise, " set on fire of beJl," whitb is 
kindled nnd aiistaiued as to its bent by tbe brenth uf 
Ilia lips as a stream of brimstone." (laniab xsx, 33.) 
Aa the one gloivs witb rapturous joy hi tlte conttuipla- 
tiou of nil that He; is; so the other is tormented, being 
eternally opposed unto Him. The fire of hell is surely 
literal fire : but there is a fire of hate in the soul too. 
However, here in the Soiig, the sentiment in wholly of 
emce. By Hia moutb He tells out His love. Thus 
does He incite our worship. For only by the Spirit, 
yea only as we are filled and overflow with the Spirit 
can we wor&bip or adore Him. 

Finally, tbe Bride, ns if she would be undei'Stood 
tliat abe designed to omit nothing that ia in Him as 
unfit for her praiso and admiration, takes care to add ; 
" Yea, He is altogether lovely," Not one feature pnly 
in Him is so ; nor several j nor even most alone ; hut 
nther everything tbat is in Him, every one of His 
ways aDd every attribute of His revealed unto Ha de- 
maods and obtains her unbounded delight. It is not 
that Hie mercy is for us, whilst His holiness is against 
us, or not so Biiich for ua as His mercy. No : He will 
make an, He is makuig us partakers, aye, of His own 
holiness. "We who are His saints do not in the least 
deaire that He should bo in the least cban^d from 
what He is. Our only desire and expectation atiJ 
hope is that we shall be changed in order that we may 
be like Him. We see Him in Genesis and we see Him 
in the Revelation, And all that we see in Him, we 
admire. In the one He ia more in the. dulance; in 
the other he judges everything, and puts all things 
tight, and oiir hearts enlightened by the siiirit ap- 
prove of His entire course of procedure. We see 
Him on the Cross, nnd we see Him in the glory ; and 
each view ebeets and establishes oiu* hearts. We traco 
bis entire path through any one of the gospels, and we 
note His way with each one sinner that paasta before 
Him, and we feel that all is in harmony and that all is 
perfection divina He of the third of John, and of the 
foarth of John, and of the ei{{htb of John; of the 
Ihirteenth to the seventeenth of John j uf the eighteenth 
to the twenty-first of John — He tliroughout all tliose 
Tirj'ing scenes therein recurde<l is divine and glorious 
■nd gracious and lovely. Ixiok at Him where and how 

if thr won), B« also in onr aisemblics for chnrch-fi'Uoirnhip anil 
vonhip, we a little more anticipated thut mumcut when ui' 
ihill )h' the vrapliiui iuileed, Wu should not thin liave to ex- 
pfein what wor»Mjp ii> 



we will ; there ia notliing at all in Him that wo feel to 
be unworthy of Him, there is nothing in Him revealed, 
which, as it ia studied by us, does not exalt our thoughts 
of Him. Nothing that is lovely, nothing that is divine 
can be found outside of Him. In Him there dwelleth 
all tbe fulness of the godhead, bodily. And we too 
are filled full in Him. We can only learn what is true 
and pure and lovely by considering Hiui. And thus 
ai-Q we uuraelvea changed, ourselves tnmsformed ; pos- 
sibly more at present than we are yet conscious of. 
We know not how much, even as yet, wc owe to Him, 
Of how diffci-ent in our sins nnd in our ein we should 
have been but for Him. Therefore wo may say with- 
out any presumption to the daughters of Jerusalem 
who enquire concerning Him and our Hojie in Him 
which is Himse.lf reproduced over again in us, " This 
is MV Dehivod nnd this is itv Friend." 



BAPTISM HOT A TEST OF FELLOWSHIP. 

''"I'V "f "■ i^'f'r. 

I SHALL be glad, as to our brother , if I oin 
in any way help you to point out the unacriptural- 
ness of his action in this matter, but my experience of 
such coses has nlivays been that there was something 
gravely wrong in the believer's own soul that led to 
the adoption of such views, and that with the loudesit 
demands that Scripture shall be strictly obeyed, tberu 
is a great want of real subjection to the word. 

It seems to me thut thu real point at issue is tins.- 
Does the word of God eoramand us not to receive un- 
baptiKed believers into the fellowship of those who are 
gathered to the name uf the Lord Jesus 1 And this is 
the point that CamjibelUtes and others of similar views 
will not consider. 

The word of God does command v&xwimafaele to 
receive all who are Christ's, (Rom. xv. 7.) I need 
not multiply quotations to prove this. The addresses 
of the epistles show it abundantly, " To all that be in 
Home, beloved of Go<l, called ssintu." " To the church 
of God, wlucb is at Corinth, to thein that are sanctified 
in Christ -lesus, called saints." 

This being the priumry rule, the exceptious must be 
oidy such as are clearly defined by the word of God. 
It does not meet the case at all to siiy that we rejwl of 
no unbaptiaed persons being received na Christiana in 
Apostolic daya. The erroneous teaching of later days 
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ou the subject of baptism had not then been heard of, 
and consequently there were no unbaptised believers, 
but that is no proof whatever that we are to refuse to 
receive such nowadays. 

As I said before, the rule laid down for us is to 
receive those who believe, and we must not dare to 
make exceptions except when such are distinctly com- 
manded by the word of God. 

When the word does make exceptions it does not 
wait till cases of such sort rise, but anticipates them 
and guides us how to act with regard to them. (1 Cor. 
V. 11, 2 John 9 and 10.) So if we were intended to 
make this matter of baptism a test for fellowship, it 
would be clearly stated. 

All that is proved by the universal obedience to the 
Lord's command about baptism in primitive times is 
that it is undoubtedly God's will that aU believers 
should be baptised; and we cannot therefore be too 
careful in always pressing this command on Christians, 
especially on young converts who are not likely to have 
strong preconceived notions on the subject 

But while we seek to enforce all the Lord's com- 
mandments, we must not make any one's failure to 
understand, and consequently to obey one or another, 
a reason for disowning them as Christians unless dis- 
tinctly required to do so by Scripture. 

This is really the gist of the whole subject, and even 
greater in subordination to the word is shewn by those 
who enforce tests without Scripture warrant, tlian by 
those who are very dull and slow to learn, by reason of 
the^ blinding effect of prejudice and false teaching. 

I would take my stand here, therefore, and say to 

our brethren in , " If you dare to refuse those 

who have trusted in the Lord Jesus without His durect 
commandment for doing so, you are lords in your 
assembly and Jesus is not." 

But more than this, we can look round and see the 
fruits of this sort of action. When an outward act of 
obedience is made the ground of receiving a person as a 
Christian, it inevitably follows that in a little while all 
will be received who are willing to perform that act. 

You cannot take both grounds. If there is to be a 
spiritual intelligence exercised to discern whether 
Christ has been received in truth by those who seek 
to unite with us, we cannot limit our judgment of them 
by their knowledge or ignorance of certain truths ; and 
having satisfied ourselves that they are children of God, 
we cannot refuse to own them as such. 



If, on the other hand, we take the ground that we 
will not own them as believers till they are baptized, 
we set on one side all the testimony that our spiritual 
judgment should be guided by, and are compelled to 
receive all who simply say they believe and are willing 
to be baptized. 

In this way you find large numbers of unconverted 
persons in fellowship in the Campbellite meetings, and 
it cannot be otherwise. 

I think our brother has the word with him entirely 
when he says that, for the future, wherever God saves 
souls he will put baptism before them and baptize them 
before a meeting to break bread is started ; but that is 
utterly distinct from his other determination never 
again to meet at the Lord's table with nnbaptized 
persons. 

The first is faithful carrying out of the Lord's com- 
mandment. (Matt, xxviii. 19, 20.) The second is an 
utter failure in the grace that holds the strong respon- 
sible to bear the infirmities of the weak. (Hom. xv.) 

The increase of false teaching, and the fearful igllo^ 
ance of Scripture, and lack of godly conscience with 
regard to it, make very large demands upon this grace 
in our days, and the difficulty of meeting those de- 
mands displays itself on all sides in exclusivism of one 
kind or another, which vaunts itself as faithfulness to 

God. 

May God give grace to our brethren to be faithful 
teachers of good things ; but may He also grant them 
patience to bear with dull learners as Ho Himself has 
borne and is bearing with us all 

A. J. H. 



FROM EQTPT TO CANAAN. 

Chapteu VI. 
THE LAST PLAQUE-JUDGMENT OF EGYPT. 

HARDER and heavier the blows are falling on 
Phamoh and his land; each judgment is coming 
closer to himself; but only to harden bis heart and 
increase his deadly hatred to the living God. The 
final judgment of Egypt is at length pronounced in 
few but solemn words. " This saith the Lord — About 
midnight ^vill I go out into the midst of Egypt, and all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even 
unto the first-born of the maid-servant that is behind 
the mill, and all the first-born of beasts, (Exod« xi 4, 
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5), for I will pass through the land of Egypt this 
night, and will smite all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt both man and beast, and against all the gods of 
^Egypt I will execute judgment : I am the Lord." 
(Exod. xiL 12.) 

The wages of sin is death. In other plagues Israel 
had been exempt, but in this one there is no difference. 
All have sinned, all must die. Israel as well as Egypt 
were guilty, and must therefore suffer. God, as a 
Holy Judge must execute judgment without respect of 
persons on all who deserve it. The silent midnight 
hour is the time appointed for the destroying angel to 
pass through and smite, an hour when they would 
least expect it 

Such will be the judgment of this world. In long- 
suffering grace and love God postpones it meanwhile, 
for He has no delight in the damnation of a sinner, 
but its hour will come. Judgment and wrath long 
pent up will burst in awful fury on the Christless and 
the God-foigetting crowd. The day is appointed, (Acts 
xviL 31 ), the sentence is recorded, and shall ere long 
be executed. The judgment of this world will come 
when men are least expecting it, as a thief in the night 
it will herald no approach, but suddenly, swiftly, as a 
lightning flash the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming Are taking vengeance on them that 
know not God and obey not the Gospel (2 Thess. L 
7, 8). Things will go on as in days before the flood — 
the world will roll on its course buying, selling, and sin- 
ning as before, till all be brought to a dead halt by the 
appearance of the rejected Jesus of Nazareth in the 
clouds of heaven. Reader ! Where will you be then 1 

" There shall be a great cry throughout all the land 
of Egypt." (Exod. xL 6.) It was the wail of judg- 
ment fallen on their flrst-bom son, the cry of agony 
and despair from a people now feeling the weight of 
Jehovah's rod, but ah, it was but the echo of a deeper 
wail— a more terrific shriek that shall ere long be 
rung from the lips of the Christ-despising crowd, 
when they plead for rocks and hUls to hide them from 
the face of Him that sittcth on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. But sinner, your cry will go 
up onbeeded, the unbending rocks will mock your 
prayer, and He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh 
at your calamity and mock when your fear cometh. 
(Prov. L 26). 

Terrible prospect for you unsaved one and yet you 
crave it 



To the Egyptians it was judgment without mercy, 
but for Israel's first-bom a ransom was provided — a 



deliverance wrought. 



Chaptee VII. 

THE PASSOVER— PEDEMPTION BY BLOOD. 

" Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." (1 Cor. v. 7.) 
" In whom we have Redemption through his Blood." (Eph. L 7). 

The twelfth of Exodus has been called " the picture 
book of Redemption," it is one of the fullest, clearest, 
and simplest types of salvation by the Blood of the 
Lamb. This is the grand theme of Holy Scriptures — 
from AbeFs lamb offered on the altar outside Eden — 
to the cross and the I^mb of God sacrificed without 
the gate of Jerusalem. Of this the prophets spoke, of 
this the psalmist sung, and the melody of heaven's 
new song shall ever be " Thou hast redeemed us to 
God by Thy Blood ". A bloodless religion is a siunei*'s 
curse, first instituted by Cain the murderer, and 
perpetuated by all his seed down to those preachers and 
professors of the 19th century, who curl the lip and 
raise the laugh at what they call "a religion of the 
shambles ". Should this meet their eye let it remind 
them once more that " without shedding of blood is 
no remission" (Heb. ix. 22), and that a religion 
without blood is a title to the lake of fire. 

We shall look at the picture. Every stroke is 
perfect, every part full of the deepest meaning. That 
it speaks of Jesus none can question, for " Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us". (1 Cor. v. 7.) First 

TU£ LAMB. 

It was to be without '* blemish," and a " male of 
the first year ". The emblems of meekness, purity and 
strength. Such was Jesus. He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and for the hands that shed His blood 
He sought forgiveness. 

He was " without blemish ". Had there been a 
spot found in Him, He would have been unfit to be 
the sacrifice ; but Jesus was perfect. 

He did no sin. (1 Pet. ii. 22.) 
He knew no sin. (2 Cor. v. 21.) 
In Him was no sin. (I John iii. 5.) 

He was perfect as the babe of Bethlehem — perfect as 
the boy of Nazareth — perfect as the Son of Man — and 
perfect as the Lamb of God x>n the Cross. He died in 
the full vigour of His manhood at the age of thirty* 
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three, and as the Son of God fi-om the bosom of the 
Father He is " mighty to save ". 

" Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day," verse 
6 ; this gave ample opportunity to test it, and find out 
a flaw if such had been. Jesus was well tried, His 
life below was the testing time. Heaven, earth, and 
hell tried Him, and we have the witness of each that 
He is the Lamb " without blemish ". Let us hear 
them. 

The Father testified from heaven. " This is My 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. iii. 
17.) 

The devil cried, I know Thee who Thou art the 
Holy one of God, (Mark L 24) ; and from the forty 
days and nights when the devil's wiles were used 
against Him in the most unfavourable circumsUiuccs 
He came forth unscathed, (Matt. iv. 1-11), the Lamb 
without blemish. 

Pilate the Roman governor declared, I find no fault 
in Him, (John xviii. 38) ; Judas confessed he had 
betrayed the innocent blood, (Matt, xxvii. 24) ; the 
centurion who watched His dying agonies witnessed that 
He was a righteous man (Luke xxiii. 47) ; and the dying 
robber by His side tliat Ho had done nothing amiss. 
(Luke xxiii. 41.) Thus His very foes bear witness to 
Jesus as the Lamb " without blemish ". Precious, 
perfect, spotless, holy Jesus ! Lamb of God, without 
blemish and without spot. 

THE 3IA^^NER AND TIME OF ITS DEATH. 

" The whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill it in (or "between the two" murfjin) tiie 
evening. (Exod. xii. 6.) 

Every sinner had a hand in the death of Jesus ; the 
whole world was represented around His cross. 
" Against Thy holy child Jesus whom Thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel were gathered 
together." (Acts iv. 27.) Man's wisdom, man's 
power, and man's religion were all combined agauist 
Him, as witnessed by the inscription of Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin on His cross. They difiered in many things 
but in this they were agreed, that the Son of God 
should die ; and Herod and Pilate shook hands over 
the murder. (Luke xxiii 12.) 

The Lamb was slain in the evening, the judgment 
fell at midnight ; there was just time to sprinkle the 
blood but none to spare. Jesus appeared in the 
evening of this world's history ; to the unbeliever the 



midnight dark with judgment is approaching, and the 
morning of deliverance to the saints. (See Isa. xxi 
12.) 

The blood was put in a bason, and a bunch of 
hyssop was prepared to use it. Behold now the 
' picture of a sinner's salvation. " And ye shall take of 
the Blood and strike it on the two side posts, and on 
the upper door posts of the houses . . . and tlte 
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are, and when / see the blood I will pass 
over you." (Exod. xiL 7-13.) 

It was the blood on the lintel and door-posts — and 
the blood alone — that secured the salvation of Israel's 
first-bom sons on that awful night. It was not the 
living Lamb, nor even the blood in the bason, but the 
blood applied to the individual door where the first- 
born lived — the blood appropriated by the bunch of 
hyssop. It was not the blood and the bitter herbs, nor 
the blood and the unleavened bread, but the blood of 
the lamb alone that screened them from judgment. 

Neither was it their happy feelings, nor their pilgrim 
garb, nor their earnestness to get out of Egypt that 
made tliem sure of salvation ; their assurance rested on 
something infinitely better than any of these shifting 
things. They were assured of salvation by the Worti 
of the eternal God, for He had said " When I see the 
blood I will pass over you," and if God keep His 
word, if God speaks the truth they were as safe from 
the destroying angel's sword as if they had been 
standing in the land of Canaan. 

And do you know this reader 1 that if you have 
taken shelter under the precious blood of Christ, if you 
have in your heart believed that Jesus shed His blood 
on Calvary as a ransom for you, God says in the third 
chapter of John and the sixteenth verse you shall not 
jyerish but Jiave everlasting life. 

Does He speak the truth 1 If He does you are 
saved. Away then with doubts and fears, away with 
frames and feelings, and resting on the unclianging 
Word of God, shout out — 

** Hallelujah, 'tis done I believe on the Son 
I am saved by the blood of the crucified one." 

What did it matter to a blood-sheltered IsraeHte 
how he felt, or what hefeai'ed as long as God was true 
to His word — " / will pass over you " — neither bis fears 
nor his feelings could ever make God break His word. 
Could theyl Certainly not Then why do you 
sometimes go about with your head hanging like a 
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bulrush as if you were less safe than they 1 Have 
you trusted your soul to the blood of Christ 1 Do you 
believe it has satisfied the claims of God for you f 
Then you are as safe as God can make you, as secure 
from judgment as if you were already in heaven. (See 
John V. 24 ; Rom. viii. 1. ; 1 John iv. 17, 18.) 

There was none of the blood put upon the threshold, 
nor sprinkled on the floor. Ah no, it was too costly 
to be trampled under foot; but that's exactly what 
you are doing unconverted sinner with the precious 
blood of Jesus. 

You are treading under foot the Son of God, and 
counting His blood worthless. (Hcb. x. 29.) You 
are making a stepping-stone to liell of the fact that 
Jesus died. You say you believe He died. yes, I 
suppose you do, but are you saved by His death 1 
That's the point. The corrupt Christianity of the 
present hour is piled up on the fact that Christ died. 
Roman Catholics and unconverted Protestants alike 
believe that ; but it is like the blood of the paschal 
lamb in the bason, it does them no good ; they are not 
saved, because they have never sprinkled it, they have 
never believed in its power to save themselves. 

Reader, where are you 1 Sheltered or exposed to 
judgment 1 If exposed, do at once trust the blood for 
salvation ; and if sheltered, behold the table the Lord 
has been spread forjyou in the presence of your enemies. 

J. R. 



DAVID. 



TRIAL and correction may change their form, but 
the trial, or proving of faith will be life-long. Be- 
cause there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus, correction follows unfaithfulness. 

This David proved. Rescued by Jehovah from the 
snare with Achish, a trial awaited him at Ziklag and 
that of a new form. 

On their arrival they discover that the Amalekites 
harl taken Ziklag, sacked and burnt it, carrying off the 
spoD, persons, cattle, and treasures ; all that was valu- 
able and dear to David and his men was gone ; added 
to this, his men, dismayed and discouraged, spake of 
stoning him. Such trials of his faith were even 
sharper than persecution from Saul, but all was well. 
It is written " Jehovah will not cast off His people, 
but judgment shall return unto righteousness," or cor- 
rection result in blessing. Correction had set David 



right, and " He encouraged himself in Jehovah his 
Gc;d ". 

Deprived of creature comforts and help, God and 
His word remained, and David proved them sufficient. 
He trust<j(l in God and liis confidence manifested itself, 
as true faith ever will, first God ward, and then in action 
towards man. Calling Abialhar, David bade him bring 
the Ephod, and he enquired of Jehovah. Thus although 
surprised by circumstances, and bowing under them as 
under the rod of loving correction, he drew near to 
Him who held that rod and looked to Him for help, 
nor did he look in vain. 

David sought direction saying, " Shall I pursue ? 
ShaU I overtake them 1 " Jehovah answered, " Pursue 
for thou shalt mre?y overtake them and without fail 
recover all." What generous words ! What a God of 
grace ! Instructed and encouraged by the promise, 
David and his men proceed in search of their enemies. 
Jehovah went with them, and on the way they found 
an invalided and deserted soldier, faint and sinking, 
but not insensible nor speechless ; he was an Egyptian, 
servant to an Amalekite, able to describe the invasion 
and the capture, and after securing his life by an oath 
from David went with them and proved to be the 
needed link in the chain of deliverance. Thus guided 
they soon overtook their enemies, surprised them in 
the midst of their reveby, smote them and recovered 
all. Jehovah had watched over all that was dear to 
David, and now that his heart was right with Him, He 
gave all back into his hand and into his bosom, as also 
to those who were with him. 

In David's humiliation and dependence God had 
recovered honour, of which David's unbehef had robbed 
Him, and David, right with God, recovered all that 
which for a time he had lost. 

Dear fellow believer, remember that the next best 
thing to obedience is the simple, full, childlike con- 
fession of disobedience, and trust in a Father's foi'give- 
ness. " If we confess our sins He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness." Faithful to His word, and just to the 
blood of His son, which once for all atoned. 

Returning from the rout and recovery, they were 
welcomed by the two hundred men who had tarried by 
the stufif too faint to go on to the field. 

The believer when right minded towards God is, as 
a rule, right minded also towards his brethren and 
others. 
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Of this David is an illustration. Those men who 
had gone down with him to the enemies' camp and 
routed them, were disposed to deprive the feeble 
watchers of their share of the spoil, only restoring their 
wives ; David would not, could not, have it so, but 
shared equally with them and the rest, thenceforth 
ordaining it a law in Israel — and wherefore ? Because 
the hearts of the two hundred were true to David, they 
were feeble, but loyal. " We that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak and not to please our- 
selves." We are accountable for that which we have, 
but for that with which we ore not entrusted we are not 
responsible. We have to do with One who has respect 
first of all to the state of our hearts, our affections towards 
Himself, who when complaining of the faults of the 
seven Churches (having first commended all He could) 
begins thus : ** Thou has left thy first love ". 

Beloved reader, let us, as Christians, seek indeed 
growth in knowledge of God, and of His word ; let us 
also be active for Him, but first of all may our affec- 
tions be true, deep, and tender. " Grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

David and his men returned to the city, and he sent 
off the spoil to his friends. '^ A present of the spoil of 
the enemies of Jehovah." 

Thus was it in Ziklag, but what of Gilboa ? There 
Israel and the Philistines had engaged, and the battle 
had closed ; Israel had fled, and Saul, Jonathan, and 
brothers Lad fallen together : 

But who, as eye-witness of the scene, could have 
borne such heavy tidings ? After David had tarried 
two days in Ziklag it came even to pass on the third 
day behold a man came from the camp, and true or 
false, told the tale, and when questioned more closely, 
<' How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan bo dead V 
he narrated facts. That, as he happened by chance on 
Mount Gilboa, he saw Saul who had fallen upon his 
spear, but his life still whole in him ; that, at his re- 
quest, and knowing that Saul could not live, he had 
slain him and had brought the crown and bracelets 
unto David, his Lord. David rent his clothes, so did 
all that were with him, and mourned for Saul, for 
Jonathan, and the people of the Lord. Then turning 
to the messenger asked from whence he was, and he 
answered, '^ I am the son of a stranger, an Amalekite." 
David was moved, changed his manner, and in altered 
tone, first censured him, and then commanded his 



young men to fall on the stranger and slay him, fixing 
his blood on his own head, because he had slain 
Jehovah's anointed. 

Should David's conduct surprise any reader, let him 
remember that the messenger was an Amalekite, one 
of the nation accursed of Jehovah in every generation ; 
against whom He would have perpetual war for their 
antagonism to Him, in His people Israel. That man 
had slain Jehovah's anointed and must die the death. 
Jehovah's awful but righteous sentence cannot be com- 
promised any more than His promise can be broken. 
He had sworn against Amalek, nor was it possible for 
Him to lie. We rejoice in His promises and bow before 
His judgments, justifying God and saying, " For ever 
Thy word is settled in the heavens." 

Let those, whoever they may be, saved or unregener- 
ated, who dare to call in question the acts of Jehovah, 
and cast reflection on His righteous judgments, stand 
prepared to give account of their conduct before the 
throne, when they will discover their mistake, and be 
dealt with accordingly. " Nay, but man ! who art 
thou that repliest against God." David, acting in 
fellowship with God against the Amalekite, was ap- 
proved and honoured by Jehovah, and so^was Mordecai 
when, for the same reason, he refused to bow to Haman, 
but Saul, who disobeyed, by sparing Agag, lost his 
kingdom. for a more single eye to God's glory in 
all things, and greater delight in His wiU. 

David lamented for Saul and Jonathan, and to pe^ 
petuate the memory of the latter, taught Israel the use 
of the bow, for Jonathan was an archer ; he called on 
all Israel to lament for Saul, he and his men leading 
the lamentation. (2 Sam. i.) 

The funeral honour paid, David, as the already 
anointed king waited on Jehovah, and inquired if he 
should go up into any cities of Judah, and if so, into 
which. Jehovah answered, " Go up to Hebron ". 
David went up to Hebron ^vith his family and army ; 
there Judah anointed him king ; his second anointing 
this we shall have oocasion to notice again. 

David acted cautiously, waiting upon Grod ; but he 
who had behaved himself wisely in Saul's time retained 
his wisdom and doubtless had grown in it From Heb- 
ron he sent a message to the men of Jabesh Gilead com- 
mending their conduct in burying Saul and promis- 
ing to requite their kindness, he informed them thai 
Judah had anointed him king, and bade them be 
valiant. 
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But all was not yet smooth and pleasant in Israel, 
for " Abner, captain of Saul's hosts, took Ishbosheth, 
Saul*8 son, and made him king in Israel" 

Dear reader, have you never thought that if the trial 

you were passing through could be removed could 

cease, that then all would be plain and easy 1 I dare 

say you have, but remember that it is through much 

tribulation we pass on to the glory, and that thus by 
trial after trial we are being educated for it. 

Envies, jealousies, struggles and bloodshed abounded 
in Israel between the house <)f David and that of Saul ; 
but David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house 
of Saul weaker and weaker. At length a circumstance 
occurred which brought the crisis and led to the trans- 
lation of the entire kingdom to David. 

Ishbosheth upbraided, or falsely charged Abner, the 
captain of his host, with sin with Saul's concubine ; 
this provoked Abner, and he at once took steps to 
establish David king over all Israel. David waited on 
Jehovah. 

H. H. 



PATIENT, BECAUSE ETERNAL. 



IT is a striking old saying that God can be patient, be- 
cause he is eternal A thousand years are with 
Him as one day. He endures, vrith. much long-suffering 
and patience, and often allows iniquity to ripen, while 
His people (it may be) in their haste are saying — Lord 
how long ? But His eternal purpose is meanwliile in- 
fallibly accomplished; and, in the end, every saint 
shall see and acknowledge the manifold wisdom of His 
ways. 

In truth, the same principle applies to the believer. 
We have not received the spirit of the world. We 
are called to view all things around us, as in the light 
of the word, which liveth and abideth for ever ; not in 
the light of man's ways, but in the light of definite 
unchangeable everlasting truth. AVo know that all 
service, and every life here, has its never-ending issue, 
and that, whatsoever a man soweth, he shall reap. 

This is the expectation of none but the believer. Till 
faith comes in, our minds are swayed by the expecta- 
tions of such results, though distant, as the natural 
heart can desire or value. Vain man lives, if not for 
the present moment, yet for posthumous fame; he 
calls his lands after his own name ; and his inward 
thought is, that his house shall continue for ever. To 
stimulate to action, therefore, some motive of earthly 
interest (whether near or remote) must in general be 
called into play. Thus the unrenewed man walks in 
the way of his own heart, and judges by the sight of 
his own eyes. And this is the common weakness of 
all, in whom faith is not exercised. We fret ourselves 
because of the evil-doers, not seeing the end of the 



Lord ; and, it may be, we have all known the force of 
thu Psalmist's words, " I was envious at the foolish 
v.hen I saw tlie prosperity of the wicked." Unbelief 
even in the child of God confesses with Asaph to the 
repining thought, ** Verily I have cleansed my heart in 
vain, and washed my hands in innocency. For all the 
day long have I been i)lagued and chastened every 
morning." But the moment faith revives, and we 
view all that troubles us in the sanctuary, shadows and 
dreams are se])ai'ated from realities ; the balance of the 
soul is restored ; and faith overcomes the world. Then 
we effectually learn to be patient. 

Let the suffering one consider it. The light affliction 
is but for a moment, and if we are enduring, as seeing 
Him who is invisible, it is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Let the toiling 
servant, in an evil day, consider it. " I know thy 
works." He is coming who will give to every one 
according as his work shall be. Let the disciple who 
is reproached for the name of Christ — let every one 
who . is suffering loss for conscience sake — every one 
who is folioAving in the steps of Him who was despised 
and rejected of men — consider it. All are known to 
the Lord, in all their special cares ; and the day is at 
hand when they shall enter into the possession of the 
inheritance which is kept for them, and which, even 
now, they enjoy by faith. The recompense of the 
reward is sure. But it is the reward of faith ; faith 
such as that of the Hebrew Christians, who took joy- 
fully the spoiling of their goods, knowing in themselves 
that they had in heaven a better and an enduring sub- 
stance. 

The Apostle John wrote, in order that we might 
know that we have eternal life. In this knowledge 
we are raised above the power of things seen and 
temporal. And, in proportion as we realise our true 
position and dwell on high, we discover the trivial 
transitory character of the events which once had 
power to agitate and distress us. Instead of being 
tossed about and living in anxious suspense we can be 
patient, because we know that the ultimate result is 
made certain and secm'e. Thus it is, that the man of 
understanding holdeth his peace. Faith enables him 
to wait. 

In a special way such patience is needed in relation 
to the sad condition of the Church. If we look 
around we see so much against us that the weapons of 
our warfare seem to be powerless for the contest. 
Perhaps the mocking world is scoffing still in the 
spirit of those who said —What do these feeble Jews 1 
But patience t^jils on, content if the i-eward is to be 
that of the sower, rather than of the reaper ; satisfied 
if only the voice of the Lord has been heard assigning 
the portion of labour. The vast circle of God's designs 
in redeeming man, and re-establishing His own reign 
in glory over this sin-stricken world is far above out of 
our sight. In age after age He has employed His 
instruments to carry out plans, of which oftentimes 
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they could not discern the purpose, and all he requires 
of each is to go on stedfastly fulfilling his course. 
The workmen preparing the temple of Solomon little 
knew the place in which each beam or stone, which 
they fashioned according to the directions of the great 
architect, should be used when the time came for all 
the several parts to be put into their destined positions 
in that glorious structure. But they knew that no 
single portion of all their labour, however rough it 
might he or however minute, whether it were hewing 
wood in the forest or polishing a precious gem, would be 
wasted. And so with the servant now. He is called 
to work exactly as the master bids him ; and that 
work may be apparently very unimportant ; yet cer- 
tainly, heavenly wisdom assigns to it its own destined 
shai-e in the completion of the building which the Lord 
is now preparing. 

In this, as in all things, we have the perfect example 
of our great Fore-runner. His words should be ever 
before us. " Learn of me, for I am meek and lowljc. in 
heart." He committed Himself to Him who judges 
righteously. There was a joy set before Him ; and, 
for the sake of that, He endured the Cross. The time 
for being satisfied with the travail of His soul was dis- 
tant, yet He yielded Himself in patience to all the ser- 
vice of the way. 

A pilgrim through this lonely world 

Tlie blessed Saviour passed ; 
A mourner all His life was He, 

A dying Lamb at last. 

And with His spirit in mb we too can bear and for- 
bear ; love and be silent ; labour and not faint ; and 
give, hoping for nothing again. If we can but approve 
oui-selves to God, and look up saying, He knoweth the 
way that I take and die daily to the pride and vanity, 
the envy and self-will of our foolish hearts, we shall do 
something to manifest Him here, and shall without fail 
receive the full reward of good measure pressed down 
and running over which he has promised. Having our 
own way now is a poor thing. Passion (we read in 
Pilgrim's Progress) would have her good fixings now : 
but Patience waited for them by and by. Usually we 
cannot indulge our own wills without some degree of 
strife and misery. But when the thought fills the 
heart that we ai*e on the very confines of Eternity, and 
that there, we cannot tell how soon, the wicked will 
cease from troubling and the weary be at rest, and we 
shall be satisfied in being made fully like the patient 
spotless One, whom we sought to imitate below, it will 
be found an easy thing to live uncomplainingly with 
this blessed light of eternal glory shining continually 
on our path and casting into the shade the petty trials 
of the way which our natural hearts ever seek to 
magnify, and which Satin used to occupy or to harrass 
our minds, and even the heavier sorrows of sickness, 
bereavements, or a mean and suffering condition. 
Everything of time thus sinks down, and we can be 
patient to the coming of the Lord* This is the life 



and walk of faith ; it makes us understand those woi-ds, 
" Judge nothing before the time." Our lives, and the 
lives of other touch chords which vibrate in eternity, 
and therefore we know iiere but in part. We may 
indeed be called to act in meeting the responsibilities 
of the hour ; but often, if the ear is anointed, do we 
hear afresh the warning " Their strength is to sit stilL" 

^ I^L W. 

LOVE OF THE WORLD. 



"Turn, backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am 
manied unto you." — Jek. iii. 14. 

FEW appeals in Old Testament Scripture are so 
full of love and tenderness as those addressed to 
the backsliding people of God. That Israel was always 
wandering seems to be very near the truth, and that 
God was always pleading with her in most tender 
accents is equally true. Never do we see the fulness 
of God's heart so drawn out as when, contemplating 
His people's declension, He s])eaks in some such lan- 
guage as that now before us. 

In considering this passage we may first point out 
the groiind of the appeal liere made, then shew to 
whom the appeal is made, and lastly notice the apj^'fd 

itdclf, 

I. The ground of the appeal here made is found in 
the expression, so full of affectionate earnestness, " I 
am married unto you ". This was originally spoken 
to the children of Israel, and similar language is used 
in Isa. liv. 5, where we read, "Thy ^laker is thine 
husband ; the Lord of hosts is His name ". The same 
thought in substance is brought before us in Eph. v. 
23, where Christ as " the husband " is " the Head of 
the Chui-ch ; " and in Eev. xxi 9, where the Church 
is called " the bride, the Lamb's wife ". 

AVe must bear in mind, however, that while there 
are many points of similarity between the position of 
Israel of old and the Church in this dispensation, there 
are also points of striking contrast Israel stood nation- 
ally in a certain relation to God by covenant To b^ 
born a member of the nation was therefore of great 
imi)ortance. As such, children were circumcised; as 
such, all Israel enjoyed many and great privileges; and 
as such, God addressed them in the language of the 
text, saying, " I am married unto you". 

But there is now no nation in covenant relationship 
with God. There is now "neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond * nor free, but Christ is all and in all ". (Col. iii 
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11). It is no longer a question either of the nation to 
which a man belongs, or of his birth and lineage, but of 
his individual relation to God by his personal acceptance 
or rejection of Christ as a Saviour. I am afraid that 
this distinction is frequently lost sight of. Were it more 
clearly borne in mind, I venture to think that the 
unscriptural practice of baptizing infants, based for the 
most part on the circumcision of Jewish children, would 
cease to prevail ; while the kindred error of National 
Churchism, for which there is no warrant in Scripture 
teaching concerning this dispensation, would also soon 
disappear. There would then be seen a truth which 
the all but universal profession of Christianity in a land 
rach as ours has greatly obscured ; namely that " the 
bride, the LamVs wife," is composed of true believers, 
spiritual members, gathered out ''of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues ". (Rev. vii. 9). 

For our present purpose, however, we may take the 
language of the text in its widest sense as applicable 
to ourselves in this day. It is an appeal to the back- 
sliding children of God, to whom, as to true belivers, 
the Lord says, " I am married unto you ". It is im- 
portant thus cloarly to define the ground on which the 
appeal is made, that we may surely know the class to 
whom it is addresstd, because in our day the term 
backslider has come to have rather a vague meaning. 
A man to have slidden back must at one time have been 
forward. He cannot have truly wandered from the 
Lord, unless ho has personally known Him. To those 
therefore, who are the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus is the appeal made, " Turn, backsliding 
children, saith the Lord ; for I am married unto you ". 

II. Let us in the second place consider those to iclwm 
tlie appeal is addressed. There were backsliders anioug 
the people of Grod in olden time, and I fear there are 
many such in the days in which we live. The fact of 
backsliding cannot be denied, it certainly should not be 
ignored. I would now ask you to turn with me to an 
illastration of backsliding afforded by Old Testament 
Scripture. I refer to the case of Lot. We lose much 
sometimes by not more carefully considering the lives 
of those who have gone before us remembering the 
word of the apostle, " Tlicse things were our examples, 
to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted". (1 Cor. x. 6). I call your atten- 
tion to this instance in the earnest hope that we may 
gather valuable instruction as we proceed. 

We find from a reference to Lot in 2 Pet. il 8, that 



ho was a true man of God, notwithstanding his many 
failings. Tlio expressions, "just Lot," and "that 
righteous man," (the same adjective being employed in 
each sentonce in the original), sufficiently mark him 
as one whom the Holy Ghost sots forth as a child of 
God. 

It is worthy of note, also, that he made a (jood start. 
Most Christians do. To keep on is the difficulty. In 
Gen. xi. 31 we find Lot with Abraham the friend of 
God, and in xii. 4 wo read, " So Abram departed, as 
the Lord said unto him ; and Lot went with him ". 
This was a memorable going forth, concerning which, 
more than two thousand years afterwards, an inspired 
apostle wrote, "By faith Abraham .... obeyed; 
and he went out, not knowing whether he went ". 
(Heb. xi. 8). Lot was in the company of the faithful, 
and bore testimony ^vith these early saints to the great 
truth of trust in the living God. 

The next note is one of discord ; for we fijid that very 
soon there was separation between brethren. They 
prosi}ered in worldly matters, but evidently prosperity 
and peace did not go hand in hand. Large possessions 
necessitated large retinues. The masters could agree, 
but the servants could not. By reason therefore of the 
greatness of their possessions and the strifes of their 
servants "they could not dwell together" any longer, 
(xiii. 1-9). Sad indeed it Wiis that this separa- 
tion should have been needed, or as Andrew Fuller 
well puts it, "It was a pity that those whom grace 
had united, should be parted by the lumber of this 
world ". 

We now have to consider Lofs choice and its conse- 
q?ieiires. Abraham seems to have acted most nobly in the 
matter. He said " is not the whole land before thee ? 
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I wiU go to the right ; or if thou 
depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left ". 
For forty centuries has this noble record stood, shewing 
to succeeding generations, the example of unselfish love 
exhibited by this gracious servant of God. " And Lot 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, 

that it was well watered everywhere 

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan." Some 
men have the faculty of taking in the chief points of 
a landscai)e at a glance, some sec in a moment whjit is 
most to their advantage. Such an one was Lot. 
His selfish instincts were all alive. Swiftly his eye 
travelled over the country, now to tliL- riglif, now to 
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the left ; his choice was lapicHy made ; immediately he 
saw where best he might lead his flocks " beside the 
still waters," and make them " to lie down in green 
pastures''. Ill requiting the kindly generosity of Abra- 
ham, he thought only of himself, and chose that which 
would best advance his own interests. 

Thus we see what it was that guided Lot's choice. 
He had one • set forth under sealed orders to go to the 
land that the Lord would shew him. Did he ask now 
that Grod would make him to know the way wherein 
he should walk 1 Not so. Like Israel in the matter 
of the Gibeonites, he " &sked not counsel at the mouth 
of the Lord", (Josh. ix. 14). Surely, brethren, wo 
should never be content to go without the benefit of 
that Infinite Wisdom which delights to lead the people 
of God ; for " when He putteth forth His own sheep, 
He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him ; for 
they know His voice ". (John x. 4). Let our prayer 
ever be, 

** Choose Thou for me, my God, 
So shidl I walk aright." 

And then shall our ears hear a word behind us say- 
ing, " This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to 
the right hand, and when ye turn to the left ". (Isa. 
XXX. 21). 

Yet how many never think of asking God about 
their concerns, or even of seeking His glory in them. 
They choose a house before they know whether it is 
near a suitable place of worship. A healthy atmos- 
phere is more thought of than healthful spiritual 
associations. A convenient market matters more than 
the place where the soul is to be fed. Or, they select a 
business, and consider only the prospect of gain which 
it oflfers, not how much time and opportunity it will 
give them for the service of God. They can trust God 
to save their souls, but they cannot trust Him to look 
after their business. Indeed, they expect that if 
they placed its control in His hands, they would 
soon end in bankruptcy. Is this sol Nay, ** let God 
be true but every man a liar " ; and he says, " They 
that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing '\ 
(Ps. xxxiv. 10). " Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness ; and all these things shall bo 
added unto you." (Mat. vi. 33). In Gen. xiii. 14-17, 
we see how God provided for a man who could trust 
Him to look out for him. All that Lot had sought to 
secure, and much more, was given to Abraham. There 
was a great difference in these two men. One sought 
to serve self, the other to serve God ; so they sepa- 
rated themselves the one from the other '*. 

But this was not all. Lot had chosen his portion, 
he had also chosen his associates. Forthwith " he 
pitched his tent towards Sodom " ; and the kind of 
place Sodom was is well described in the words which 
follow : "The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the Lord exceedingly". Brethren, he who 
follows a certain course with a view only to his worldly 
advantage will find out before long that that advantage 



has cost him very dear. Some men pride the 
on doing very sharp things, and the worl 
applauds them as having a keen eye for tl 
chance. Now, while it is true that Christan 
not consist in being soft, it lb seldom tliat mu< 
good comes of such a course of action. Lot 
make much by it in the long run, as we shall e 
present he is outside So<lom, but with his tent 
towards it. Dangerous ground! 

It is evident that he soon took another step 
chap. xiv. 12 we read of " Lot, Abram's broth- 
who dwelt in Sodom ". He was now sharing 
tunes of its wicked inhabitants; for when the fo 
did battle with the five, and defeated them, ] 
taken prisoner with the rest. We are not t 
he went to dwell in the town, but we may coi 
Was it because of a craving for society 1 Many h 
because of this. " We must be sociable ; we n 
with others; we cannot be altogether alone." 
thoughts are often in the hearts of Christians, ai 
are led thereby to dwell in the Sodom, toward 
they had previously pitched their tent: 

Or was it for the children's sake ] " The be 
be educated," Lot would say to himself. " T 
must have eligible husbands," would bo the i 
reflection of Lot's wife. "Yes," they won 
agree, " we must take a house in Sodom ; th 
help for it. It is true that the people have 
bad name, but probably they are not so black 
are painted ; and certainly our children's intew 
be attended to". Brethren, this is Avhat ( 
parents are saying every day, and by plausil 
ments such as these many are slipping back 
world. As has been well said, " Many Christi 
left the world for Christ's sake, return to it for 
of their children ". 

Or was there the favourite excuse of the good i 
they might exercise in Sodom 1 How often 
snare ! Associations with the world, and marrii 
unbelievers, are excused on the plea of hoping tc 
influence for good. If God wants us to have ii 
He can give it to us. But the people who arg 
know better than He, and wish to correct the 
He made wlieH he said " Come out from amon 
and be ye separate ". Lot does not, however 
to have exercised much influence after all C 
he failed to check the wickedness of his neij 
and ho did not even gain the confidence of 
sons-in-law. 

Whatever was the motive, Lot became a toi 
and dwelt in the wicked city of Sodom. ] 
took a prominent place among the citizens ; 
chap. xix. 1, wo find that " he sat in the gat< 
was esteemed by the people, and they mad 
magistrate. 

It is worthy of note that in the midst of 
God did not leave him alone. The incident 
already referred to proves this. It must have 
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Lai to Lot to see the possessions on which his 
was so set carried off by the victors, and to find 
I a prisoner in their hands ; but was not this 
voice of remonstrance with Lot, because of the 
rard course he was now treading) When a 
ian is found in great prosperity, and declining 
the ways of God, one is thankful to see that 
not left undisturbed. But God's warnings are 
imes unheeded, and it was so in the case of Lot. 
doubtedly in the midst of all this there was 
^.xerciae of conscience on the part of Lot, Ho could 
)hold the sad scenes of Sodom's sin without such 
as a godly man must experience. '^ He was 

with the filthy conversation of the wicked " ; 

dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, 

his righteous soul from day to day with their 
ful deeds" (2 Pet. ii. 7, 8). At the same time it 

appear that his moral sense was blunted. This 
ariably the e£fect of familiarity with sin. No 
rho had not sunk by reason of his associations 

ever have made the proposal which Lot made 
eference to his daughters. 
1*8 judgments were now about to descend, and 

hastily drawn out of the city. His very son-in- 
ughed at the warnings he uttered, and would not 
pany him. He went out in haste, but not full- 
d like the children of Israel when they went 
from Egypt. He went out, but he took nothing 
him. What had he gained 1 Where were now 
cks and herds, the great possessions for which he 
nperilled his life, aye, and his very soull He 
out empty-handed indeed. Very soon he is 
ssl God's swift judgment came upon her. He 
[I is shortly afterwanls found drunken and dis- 
red. And his daughters — but we must draw 
jil. Brethren, enough has been said to shew 
taxful effects of backsliding. Oh, that we may 
imed lest we too, thinking only of this world 
le things of this world, wander from God in the 
less of backsliding ! Ten thousand times in the 
Y of the Church of God has the case of Lot 
repeated. The Christian who seeks first his 
[j advantage, and fails to see that his '' chief end 
glorify God," is led step by step farther and still 
r from the Most High, and at the last, " saved 

as by fire," he has to be gathered out hastily by 
and of the Lord, " scarcely saved," in the end. 
jrod of His infinite grace deliver us from such a 
<. 

. Let us now consider briefly, in the third place, 
ppeal itself This appeal falls to be considered 
one, but in cocfnection with its surroundings. 
) context shews us the spirit in which it is to 
mplied with. Observe v. 13. "Only acknow- 

thine iniquity." This is God's order. First 

come confession. As the old proverb has it, 
sibility to a fault is half-way to amendment". 
I, with a backslider's experience, says, "I acknow- 



ledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I 
not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord ; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin " 
(Ps. xxxii. 5.) Solomon, with a similar knowledge of 
the ways of wanderers, says, " He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Pro v. xxviiL 13). 
But as certainly as worldliness leads to wandering, 
so pride garrisons the backslider's heart, and will not 
let him confess unto the Lord. "The wicked, through 
the pride of his countenance, will not seek after 
God" (Ps. X. 10). But the pleading expostulation 
is, " Only acknowledge thine iniquity ". Am I to-day 
addressing a backslider-^ne whose sin has been 
brought home to him this morning] Brother, suffer 
me to entreat thee, "Only acknowledge thine iniquity". 
Deal with the Lord Himself, but make a clean breast 
of it TeU Him " all the truth ". 

Tlien in the text itself we have the appeal in one 
word, " Turn ". Short and emphatic, may it be carried 
to the heart in power, if any one here is wandering 
from the Lord. It is the cry of the Divine Husband 
to His wandering spouse — turn ! the tender appeal of 
a loving parent to His backsliding children — turn ! 
You remember the son of whom we read in the 15th 
chapter of Luke's Gospel, true type of a backslider ; 
" When he came to himself, he said, I will arise and 
go to my father. And he arose, and came to his 
father". This was turning. His back had been 
towards his father, and his face towards the world and 
its guilty pleasures. But he turned. His face was 
now towards his father, and his back to the world. So 
turn, backslider. I beseech you. 

Observe further the promise associated with this 
appeal. It is in the 23rd verse, where we read, " I 
will heal your backslidings ". This is a promise of 
Almighty power. I remember hearing a brother who, 
when asked who converted him, replied, " God con- 
verted me, who else could do it " 1 So may we say of 
the healing of the backslider, " Who but God can do 
it"1 Blessed be the name of the Almighty, He 
promises to do it 

Lastly, consider the language used by the backslider 
as setting forth the One to whom he returns, " Behold, 
we come unto Thee ; for Thou art the Lord our God " 
(v. 22). Yes, the Lord our God. "We have wan- 
dered, it is true ; most treacherously have we departed 
from Thee. But we acknowledge our iniquity. We 
come unto Thee. Thou art the Lord our God. We 
humbly claim Thee as ours. Thou art our Father, we 
are Thy-children, all unworthy though we be. Thou 
art our Husband, married unto ua by eternal covenant" 

Beloved brother, let this be your language. Through 
Jesus, " the Mediator of the new covenant," respond to 
the appeal, and return to the Father, and joy and peace 
will be your portion evermore. The Lord grant it 
Amen. 

•' Backsliding," by W. P. L 
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0K3ECRATI0N OF THE PRIESTHOOD, 

The Priesaj GannenU. 
thing of Aaron's eons conaiBted of coats, 
les, girdlos, and bonnets. The Bignificancs 
appliod spiritually to those wlio are now the 
lily is evident. 

B of the " coats and breeches " they were 
joverod, so that they could appear without 
je presence of God and man. Thus are we 
to Eden, to Adam's fruitless attempts by 
J leaf aprons to hide the shame that sin had 
and to God's provision, the coata of skin, 
of death having taken place, in order that 
night he clothed. 



!S indicated preparedni 
mning (I Kings xviii. 
•neying (Ex. xii. 1 1), ( 
Tere essential. 
;he Christian's girdle. 



S3 for active service. 
46), fighting (Eph. 
r serving (John xiii. 

Thy word is truth." 
have every thought girded up within the 
His revealed will If the believer attempts 
ght, or servo without first having his loius 
rith tntth, then it is that his garments he- 
l and the shame at his old corrupt self is 

i " wore for the covering of the head, and 

at their's ivas the place of subjection. (Sec 

-16.) 

ts though called to very special honour and 

ere also called to very special subjection to 

God. In every dutail of their life and ser- 



vice they were cast upon God's revelation. If they 
acted contrary to that, they incurred special judgment 
OS in the case of Nadab and Abihu, who died before 
the Lord for offering strange fire. (Lev. x. 1-2.) 

And such is the subjection of will to the Lord Josna 
Christ which God requires of the believer now. Aa 
the wife is subject to the hnshand and the membeia of 
the body to the head, bo is the Church placed in abso- 
lute subjection to the authority of Christ And as 
these garments wore not only for covering, but also 
" for glory and beauty " (Ex. xxviii. 40), so the glory 
and beauty of the Christian in the sight of God is " to 
lie found in Christ ". Not only " in Christ " ae to his 
eternal salvation, but in Christ aa the garment of glory 
and beauty which he has " put on," having cast aside 
the filtliy rage of the old man. (Rom. xiiL 14, Col. 
Ill 9-10.) 

For Aaron, as high priest, special garments were pro- 
vided. These consisted of the ephod, the robe, the 
broidcred coat, the breastplate, the girdle and the 
mitre, Tmly thoy were garments of "gloiy and 
hcanty," telling out in marvellous distinctness the glory 
r>f tlie person and the beauty of the character of the 
Lord Jesus, our Great High Priest 

It is not within the scope of a paper such as this to 
enter minutely into the details of these garmenta, but 
it is necessary to refer to them a little. 

And first let it be observed that they were represen- 
iaiitte garments. That is to say, Aaron wore them only 
ns the representative of Israel, and when he was about 
to die, the garments, foreshadowing the luichangeabls 
(or untransferable) prieathood of Christ, passed from 
Aaron to liis successor. (See Num. xx. 2&-28.) There- 
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fore, in looking at these garments we expect to see 
something of the glory and beauty of Hiiu Who is 
" able to save unto the uttermost, seeing He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us ". 

The materials of which they were composed were 
"gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen ". It is written (Ps. xcvL 6), " Strength 
and BEAUTY arc in His sanctuary". This combination 
of excellence, so rare in the works of man, is peculiarly 
prominent in these types of the new creation. 

The fine twined linen was the very strongest textOe 
fabric that could have been used, and its wliiteness 
naturally suggested purity. It was thus fitted to re- 
present the personal righteousness of the Lord Jesus. 
The first garment put on was the linen coat, called in 
Lev. xvL the " holy linen coat ". " Such an High 
Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens." (Heb. vii. 26.) 

Then came the " robe of the ephod," which was all 
of blue. Tlus was worn over the linen coat, and though 
the colour was blue it was composed of fine linen, for 
no other material was to be used. 

This garment was peculiar to Aaron, and doubtless 
was intended to show forth the heavenly grace as well 
as the perfect righteousness of the character of Christ. 
This is best illustrated by our Lord's own teaching, in 
which, as in Matt, v., vi., vii. He showed that the 
grace which loved an enemy and patiently suffered 
wrong, seeking only the blessing of even the perse- 
cutors was the most godlike feature that could be 
shown in any of His children. Hence in those chap- 
ters the frequent allusion to our Father in HEAVEN, 
and " your HEAVEKLY Father ". 

Herein the character of the Lord Jesus exhibited 
more than mere righteousness ; at every step there was 
heavenly grace, bearing, forgiving, reproving, yet loving 
and blessing as He only could whose dwelling-place 
was the Father's bosom. Hence the fitness of the 
colour that was employed, reminding all who beheld it 
that the wearer was a heavenly man invested com- 
pletely in heavenly grace and purity. 

Next came the ephod, in which all the materials and 
colours were combined. It can hardly be questioned 
that tliis gai'mcut was intended to represent in some 
degree the glory of the person of Christ as the others 
represented the purity and grace of His character. 

Gold always indicates that which is divine. Blue at 



once suggests the heavenly. Scarlet is the colour of 
earth's glory. (See 2 Sam. i 24.) The beast in Rev. 
xvii. was scarlet and the woman that sat upon it was 
arrayed in scarlet. 

Of course the scarlet of the beast and the woman 
was false glory, none but Christ had any real title to 
earth's glory, but in the cross of Christ the world's 
glory is seen "cast into the burning" (Num. xix. 6;, 
and in fellowship with Him who chose to be a worm 
(lit a scarlet worm) and no man, the believer waits for 
heavenly glory. 

Purple was the combination of blue and scarlet 
That perfect union of the human and the heavenly which 
could only be seen in the Lord Jesus. Purple was also 
the royal colour (see Jud. viiL 26 and Dan. v. 7, 
margin), and it is this combination in the Lord Jesus 
of the purely human and earthly with the purely divine 
and heavenly which fits Him to be the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. 

The basis of all was " fine twined linen *\ Thus 
whether it be the person, character, or work of Christ 
that is considered, the foundation of all is Righteousnesi, 
All is in perfect harmony with the throne and the 
character of God. 

Next comes the girdle, composed of the identical 
colours and materials, and used to bind all the garments 
securely to the man who was God's elect and Israel's 
representative. 

Then, in order, there is the breastplate, with its 
twelve precious stones, and the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel graven into them like the engraving of 
a signet. 

Beautiful picture of that heart of love whereon the 
names of all the Lord's people are indelibly engraved. 
There before God are our names seen ; each one shining 
in the light of God's presence, each, according to its 
own character, reflecting a different ray of the divine 
glory, but all alike borne upon the High Priest's heart; 
all set in eternal security witnessed by the golden 
settings, and all bound by golden chains to the ephod, 
so that it could not be loosed from that gai-ment which 
from generation to generation was worn by Israel's 
High Priest 

Thus we learn that so long as Christ is our High 
Priest so long our names are on His heart, and that 
will be until He has saved to the uttermost, and pre- 
sented to God and to Himself in His own glory, all 
whom the Father has given Him. 
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The same twelve names were also upon the shoulders 
of the high priest graven in two onyx stones. Very 
minute is the record of how these were attached to the 
hreastplate. Such minuteness may seem beneath the 
notice of a careless reader, but it is divine and will repay 
patient investigation. Suffice it to notice here that 
they were so connected that every name upon the 
breast of the high priest was also up-borne upon his 
shoulders ; wreathen chains of gold before and behind 
bound them inseparably together. 

Precious is the thought, that all the power of the 
shoulders of our Great High Priest is engaged on be- 
half of those who are on His heart. 

It is not only His love we have to trust, but also 
the all-6ufficiency of His grace. He is not only willing 
bat ahU to keep us to the end. 

Henoe that beautiful word, so often used in preach- 
ing to the unsaved, and rightly so, but really intended 
to show the believer's eternal security — '' Him that 
Cometh to me I will in nowise cast out ". (John vi. 
37.) The word " cast out " rather means " surrender " 
or ^' give up " after he has come, than refuse to take 
him in when he comes at first It is the same word 
used in Acts xxvii. 38, where they ''cast out" the 
wheat into the sea. The moaning of the passage is, '' I 
will in nowise cast him out or surrender him, or give 
him upy for if I did cast out one who by the drawing of 
the Father has come to Me, for any reason whatever, I 
shoold fail in fulfilling the Father's will, and this is the 
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which 
He hath given Me I should lose nothing but should 
raise it up again at the last day ". 

In John xviL the Lord Jesus is seen as the High 
Priest before God with the breastplate on His heart. 
No fault or blame is found in them there — they are 
spoken of to the Father in perfect love and grace. 
Blessed Advocate ! well may our souls repose on such 
a heart as Thine ! 

The breastplate contained the '' Urim and Thummim." 
These are two Hebrew words signifying '' Lights and 
Perfections." In connection with these it is called the 
" breastplate of judgment," and thus Aaron was to bear 
upon his heart before the Lord continually the judg- 
ment of the children of Israel 

Thus with the High Priest alone was found perfect 
knowledge according to the '' light and perfection " of 
God's character, whereby true and righteous judgment 
could be secured. By the Urim and Thummim the 



mind of God on matters beyond human discernment 
was ascertained, and this honour was reserved for the 
High Priest. (See 1 Sam. xxiiL 9-12, Num. xxvii 
21, Neh. ii. 0,2, 63.) 

This perfect knowledge and infallible judgment there- 
fore is now vested in the Lord Jesus. It is thus He is 
seen in Eev. L, iL, iii., in the midst of the churches. 
The High Priest pronouncing the divine judgment upon 
their works. Seven times it is repeated, " I know thy 
works." Then this perfect knowledge results not in 
judicial penalty, but in merciful chastening, " As many 
as I love I rebuke and chasten ". Thus is He seen to 
be a merciful and faithful High Priest. Perfectly 
knowing our failure, yet perfectly loving notwithstand- 
ing all. 

Man may praise us when we should be blamed, and 
blame us when we have acted before God. The one is 
nauseous, the other is hard to bear, but safely can we 
repose our confidence in Him with Whom is the Urim 
and Thummim, and Who, according to the perfection 
of divine discernment, will chasten and rebuke now 
and reward and praise hereafter. 

J. R. C. 



THE WORD OF QOD. 



rpiME was when the Word of God in its solitary 
JL dignity was the believer's guide in everything. It 
settled all his questions, enlightened all his path, and 
guided him in fulfilling all his relationships to God, 
his brethren, and the world. Creeds, catechisms, and 
confessions had no place in those happy days. The 
Word of God, the whole Word of God, and nothing 
but the Word of God was the final appeal A " thus 
saith the Lord" from the Book settled everything 
nothing more was asked for, nothing less would have 
been received. God had spoken, and His people heard 
the Word and rendered Him prompt obedience ; they 
stood in " awe of the Word," and receiving it not as 
the word of men, but, as it is, the Word of God, it 
wrought effectually in them that believed. (1 Thess. 
ii. 13.) Subject to one Lord, guided by one book, the 
saints were of " one accord, of one mind," and there 
were no divisions among them. Soon the fine gold b« 
came dim, men's words became popular, and by then 
traditions and teachings they supplanted the Word of 
God. Gradually as time wore on creeds and confes- 
sions came to the front, and the Word of G^ went tv 
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the rear, till its voice was all but hushed in the dun- 
geons of Rome. 

Again there was a recovery, and the Book was 
brought forth. Popish darkness flew before its light, 
and again the simple Gospel from the Book was pro- 
claimed with more or less clearness, and is still heard 
and believed among men. We have tJie Book again 
in our hands and in our mother tongue. The Book 
that contains the whole revelation of God perfect 
and complete. Nothing can be added to it, nothing 
can be taken from it. What a treasure ! Do you 
know, dear young believer, that in that precious book 
you call " your own Bible " God has stored up all the 
counsel, all the advice, and all the knowledge you need 
as His child while here below 1 Not only about salvar 
tion does it speak to you, but about everythitig. Yes ; 
every step from the moment of your conversion till 
your feet stand on heaven's threshold is marked out in 
the pages of the. Word of God. 

Keep a firm grip then of your Bible, make it your 
constant companion, your counsellor, your ** spiritual 
adviser," as well as the bread-basket for your soul, 
and your sword for the battle. And remember "Every 
word of God is pure " (Prov. xxx. 6), and " All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable ". 
(2 Tim. iii. 16.) It is the devil that divides God's 
Word into two parts, and calls one part " essential " 
and the other " nonessential," but the child of God 
who loves his Father's Word won't listen to that, but 
loves to say, " I esteem all Thy precepts concerning 
ALL THINGS to be right, and I hate every false way "• 
(Ps. cxix. 128.) That's it Not only concerning 
salvation but " all things." Baptism, the Lord's 
Supper, Church fellowship, and the coming of the 
Lord, just the same, for God has very fully and clearly 
given Tlia will on all these things, and no man, or 
company of men, has any right to give " their ideas " 
on these any more than they have to " devise " another 
way of salvation. 

Take the Word of God then, young believer, and 
the Word of God alone for your guide. Enquire 
within for everything. Bring all you hear and all 
you read to the test of the Word of God, and if it 
will not stand the test reject it, even if the one who 
wrote or spoke it bo called a "divine" or a "learned 
man ". That is what the Bereans did when they heard 
Paul preach, " They received the Word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily whether 



these things were so" (Acts xvii 11), and be calls 
them " noble " for doing so. Bring all " to the law 
and to the testimony, and if they speak not according 
to this Word it is because there is no light in them." 
(Isa. viii 20). No matter how hoary with age and 
hbnour the traditions of men may be, they cannot 
command the allegiance of Ood's child, he must say as 
did the Apostles — "We ought to obey God rather 
than men," even if like them he has to suffer for it. 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SALVATION. 

A man and his wife were one night sitting reading 
the Word of God. Suddenly looking up somewhat 
amazed, he said, " Wife, if this book be true we are 
lost I " and again resumed his reading. Before he had 
gone far he again looked up and exclaimed, " Wife, if 
this book be true we may he saved!** and a third 
time, in a loud voice, " Wife, if this book be true, / 
am saved I " Just so. I never could have known I 
was lost but by God's Word ; my own heart would 
never have told me that. I never could have even 
thought that God would have so loved a sinner as to 
give His Son to die for him ; I know it because God's 
Word has said it. (Rom. v. 8.) And who could ever 
have dared to say his soul was saved, his sins all for- 
given, and heaven his home, if God had not said so in 
His Word. But He has, and I believe it simply be- 
cause He has said it. Surely that's enough. The 
entrance of God's Word giveth light (Ps. cxix. 130); 
and we are "Born again by the Word of God that liveth 
and abideth for ever ". (1 Pet L 23-25.) No matter 
what men say, we don't ask their opinion ; God has 
said it, and we believe Him. And it's just the same 
with everything else : it's not what Mr. So-and-so says, 
but what does God say 1 That alone must settle the 
question whatever it may be. 

THE WORD OF OOD THE BELIEVEB's POOD. 

The new-bom babe requires its milk else it will 
decline and die ; the working-man requires his food 
else his arm will soon be powerless and his strength 
gone. So with the Christian 1 the life he has received on 
being " born again " requires nourishment : first milk, 
then " strong meat " as he is able to bear it. And so 
we read — " As new-born babes desire the sincere milk 
nf the Word that ye may gix)w thereby." (1 Pet. ii 2). 
Look at that helpless babe on his mother's breast See 
how eagerly he sucks in the milk that feeds and makes 
him grow, aye, and screams if it be withheld. Leam 
here a lesson, young believer. Desire the nnoere (that 
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is, pure, unadulterated) milk of the Word of God in 
the same way. Suck in verse after verse from your 
Bible for your soul's nourishment ami growth. Seize 
every opportunity you can to get something out of 
God*8 Word to feed on. Your soul cannot thrive 
without it, you cannot grow if you neglect your Bible. 
Many have found out this to their cost who have tried 
it, and gone on for years buried in the world and 
barren in their souls. Xegloct of God's Word has been 
the cause of so little growth among many who are 
truly converted, and of backsliding and misery among 
others who for a while " ran well ". All God's great 
men have been lovers of the Word. David says — 
" O how I love Thy law, it is my meditation all the 
day long," (Ps. cxix. 97). " I rejoice at Thy Word 
as one that findeth great spoil" (Ps. cxix. 162.) 

Job says — " I have esteemed the words of His mouth 
more than my necessary food." (Job xxiil 12.) 

Jeremiah says — " Thy words were found and I did 
eat them, and Thy word was unto me the joy and re- 
joicing of my heart." (Jer. xv. 16.) Greater than all 
these was the blessed Loixi Himself. When here below. 
He was the Man whoso delight was in the law of the 
Lord, and He meditated thereon day and night 
(Ps. i 3) ; He lived by ** every word that proceeded 
from the mouth of God." (Mat. iv. 4.) 

Dear yoimg Believer, — Make it a habit every day to 
have your soul fed out of God's Word. Open your 
Bible while your heart breathes up to your Father in 
heaven, " Give me this day my daily bread," and you 
shall be abundantly satisfied; for there is ''bread enough 
and to spare ". You cannot live to-day upon what you 
got yesterday, but like as Israel gathered the manna 
fresli every morning, so must you. They gathered it 
early, and when the sun waxed hot it melted. (Ex. 
xvi) Let your soul have the first attention. If you 
go out to business, or pore over the letters or news- 
paper before you have got " manna " for your soul, 
it's not Hkely you will have much appetite for it after. 
Satan hates meditation on the Word of God and 
prayer, the twin snstainents of the believer's spiritual 
life, so he will try to cheat you out of them. Watch I 
Bead the word carefully and prayerfully ; give your 
soul the fidl range and scope of Holy Scripture, and 
not a few favourite passages. The Spirit guides into 
" all truth." 

Head it with reference to yourself— fur your own 
soul's nee<l — your own walk and life. Say, ** that's 



for me," and whatever it condemns about you renounce ; 
whatever it commands obey ; for "Blessed are they that 
hear the Word of God and keep it ". (Luke xi. 28.) 

Perhaps you have little leisure time for this, but 
God knows all about that. Every man gathered the 
manna according to his eating, and he that gathered 
little had no lack. Only watch that the Hesh and the 
devil don't steal away your time. 

James K was an apprentice grocer, got half-au- 

hour to his meals only, and worked from early morning 
to late at night. I saw James was " growing," and asked 
his master's wife how he got on in the house. " O," she 
said, ** he sits with his spoon in one hand and his 
Bible in the other." That explained it. He was 
feeding on the Word of God and growing thereby ; as 
it is written — " I write unto you, young men, because 
ye are strong^ and the Word of God abidcth in you ". 
(1 John ii. 14.) 

Beware of " light bread." Eeligious books arc sold 
in abundance, and read by many believers, most 
damaging to the souL The " Evangelical Magazine " 
may contain the devil's poison as well as " the yellow 
boarded novel," only it may be better hid and coated 
over w^ith scripture. 

" Take lieed what you hear." (Mark iv. 2 i.) Much 
that goes by the name of the ministry of the Word of 
God is nothing, but well-spun theories and tmditions of 
men, and cunningly devised fables got up to please 
the people, and make the Word of God of none efTect. 
Should I lend my ears to such preaching ? Let God 
answer — " Cease, mtj son, to hear the Imtrudion thU 
causeth to err from the words of knowledge,'' (Pl•o^^ 
xix. 27.) 

"If any man teach otherwise, and cons>ent not to 
wholesome woi-ds, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness, . . * from such withdraw thysrlf.^' 
(1 Tim. vi. 3-5.) 

THE WORD OP GOD THE BEUEVER's GUIDE. 

*• Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to 
my path." (Ps. cxix. 105.) It gives light on every 
step of the way and on every department of a Chris- 
tian's life. There is no room for " I think " in the 
smallest matter, for God has given His thoughts in His 
Word, and happy is the child of God who can say with 
David — " How precious are Thy thowjhfs unto mo, 
God!" (Ps. cxxxix. 17.) 
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In tlie Family, How to behave here God has been 
very explicit upon. Husbands, wives, parents, and 
children, masters and servants, are all shown their 
various responsibilities and privileges in the word of 
God. (See Eph. v. 22 to vl 8 ; Col. iil 18 to iv. 1 ; 
1 Pet, iiL 1-7.) A fruitful source of the disorders and 
troubles in many families is the neglect of these plain 
injunctions. Some seem to have no idea that God ex- 
pects obedience in this as well as all else, even down 
to the manner of His people's dross. See 1 Pet iil 1-4, 
1 Tim. iL 9, 10, for ^^ present faahiona " for a Christian 
woman, and Deut. vi. 5-7 for the place the Word of 
God should have in daily-life in the social circle. 

In the Church, Here the Word of God is very full 
and plain. The first epistle to Timothy is written to 
show him " how to behave in the house of God, which 
is the Church of the living God." (1 Tim. iii. 15.) 
And God has never repealed either that epistle, or 
1 Corinthians. They show us to-day "The form of 
the house and the fashion thereof, and the goings 
out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the 
forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof (Ezek. 
xliii. 11). Although man has brought in his creeds 
and confessions, upsetting and supplanting the order 
of the Church of God as given in the Word, let 
it be remembered that God has never changed His 
mind one whit ; and what He wrote to the Church at 
Corinth and to Timothy eighteen hundred years ago 
must be our guide to-day. Men's churches may be 
guided by mens words ; men may sit in council and 
frame laws and issue bulls at their pleasure, legislating 
to build up the various sects they have attached them- 
selves to, but the " Church of the living God " must 
be governed by the Word of the living God, and in 
tfubjection to her living Head, whose name and reproach 
she bears. If God's people would take their Bibles 
and compare the Churches of the present hour with 
what God declares in Scripture they ought to be, there 
would be somewhat of the humiliation among them 
that filled young King Josiah when the long lost Book of 
the Lav) was found, and things in the " religious world '* 
were brought to the test of what was written therein. 
He rent his clothes " Because," said he, " our fathers 
have not kept the word of the Lord to do after all that 
is written in this book." (2 Chron. xxxiv. 18-21.) 
And he did not stop there, but at once commenced to 
set things in order according to the Book, That's what 
we have got to d j to-day. Conf uaiou aud disorder are 



around us everywhere in the professing church, but 

Qod and His Word reiyain the same. We cannot 

revive the Church of the day of Pentecost " when all 

who believed were together " ; but, like the handful of 

Jews who went up from Babylon to Jerusalem, we can 

build amid the ruin, according to the Book, and rally round 

the name of the Lord Jesus, with arms open to receive all 

whom He has received, and this is being done to-day. 

Bless His name. Search your Bible, young believer, 

and see there what God would have you do, where Gotl 

woTild have you gather (Matt, xviii. 20), and with 

whom (2 Tim. iL 12) ; you will see there also what 

worship is (John iv. 23-24, Heb. xiiL 15), and w?u) are 

worshippers (1 Pet. ii 5, Prov. xv. 8), and also from 

whom you are to separate (2 Cor. vi 14-18, 2 Tim. 

iii. 1-5, Eph. v. 11); what he has said on baptism 

(Matt. xxviiL 19), as well as w?io are to be baptised 

and when (Mark xvL 16, Acts ii. 41, viil 12, xviil 8) ; 

what the Lord's Supper is (1 Cor. xi 23-26, x. 16), as 

well as who are to partake (Matt xxvL 26), and when 

(Acts XX. 7). All this is fully gone into once for aUin 

God's Word, and left there for our obedience to^iay. 

Times and customs have changed, but God aud His 

Word abide for ever. 

In tlie World, Our path here too is mapped out for 
us clearly in the Book. (See John xviL) Our duties 
to kings and governors (Rom. xiii., 1 Peter iL 13-14), 
our walk among unconverted men (CoL iv. 6, 1 Thess. 
iv. 12) ; and even our behaviour toward our enemies 
are all clearly shown us there (Rom. xiL 20) ; so that 
we need neither be in darkness nor doubt 

OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF OODl 

'' To obey is better tlian sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams " (I Sam. xv. 22) ; " I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children walk in trutL" 
(2 John 4). 

Nothing pleases God so much as obedience to His 
Word. And no amount of service can make up for 
willfuUy shirking the plain commands of Scriptoie. 
Some seem to have forgotten this, and under the plea 
that it would " hinder their usefulness " and " fetter 
their zeal," they shuffle past or allow to lie unheeded 
some of God's plainest injunctions. 

Would God ever put any man into a ''sphere of 
usefulness" where he cQuld not, dare not, obey His 
Word 1 Never I Neither would He send His servants 
into a circle where what they are to preach and what 
they must not mention are prescribed by men; for 
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h«is He not declared in the Book, " He that hath my 
Word let him speak my Word faithfully. ( Jer. xxiii. 
28). A " door of utterance " that will not admit " the 
whole counsel of God" cannot be of His opening, and 
the servant who consents to be silent on certain sub- 
jects, because they would give offemie and upset the tra- 
ditions of the men he panders to, will have to answer 
to his Master for it at the ju(lgment-%seat ; and there 
the word of approval shall not be, " Well done, suc- 
cessful servant, you have spoken to great crowds," but 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been 
faithful OYeT a few things^*. (Matt. xxv. 23.) 

In seeking to obey the Word of God, you will find 
many to hinder you, and your own friends and 
relations may be the worst of your opposers. If it 
were a question between your own will and that 
of your parents then you must obey them, but if it be 
the will of God anjj yoiu: parents that are at variance 
you must obey God rather than your parents. In doing 
this some have had to suffer, and even to leave the 
home of their childhood for Christ^s sake. But surely 
this is not too much to do for Him if He call you to it, 
for Jesus says, '' He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me ". (Matt. x. 37). 

M y after she was a few weeks converted, had 

been reading the Word of God, and came upon Mark 
xvi. 15, Acts il 41, viii. 35-38). She saw it was her 
privilege to do likewise, and decided there and then to 
follow the Lord and be baptised. Her parents ob- 
jected, and would not hear of it. She sought to 
show them from the Book it was God's will she wished 
to follow, but it only increased their fury. She told 
them she would rather do anything than disobey them, 
but she must obey God let the consequences be what 
they might. She followed the Lord, and suffered for 
it, but He was with her in the trial, and suon 
redeemed His promise, " Them that honour me I will 
honour ". (1 Sam. ii. 30.) Her parents, three sisters, 
and a brother are all converted now, and she has had 
the joy of seeing those who persecuted her follow in 
her st^ps. 

Hallelujah ! You will find religious professors among 
your greatest enemies if you follow the Lord fully, for 
many there are still who call Jesus " Lord " but do not 
the things which He says. But what saith the Scripture? 

" H any man love me he will keep my words, and 
my Father wiU love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him." (John xiv. 23.) J. R. 



" HIMSELr TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES. 



i» 



" TTTHEN' the even was come, they brought unto 

t T Him many that were possessed with devils > 
and He cast out the spirits with His word, and healed 
all that were sick : that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.*' (Matt viii. 
16, 17.) 

There is no doubt that the primary object of all the 
acts of healing and blessing performed by the Lord 
Jesus was the display of the goodness (i.e., the moral 
glory) of God. He " went about doing good, and heal- 
ing all that were oppressed of the devil ; for God was 
with Him." " For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested that He might destroy the works of the 
devil." But were His wondrous acts perfornuid by 
Almighty power — delegated to Himl or did ho 
remove men's ills and woes by (in a certain sense) 
transferring them to Himself? or did he — by God's 
permission— in anticipating right and title by virtue of 
the Cross — assert his dominion over all and make 
known His mighty being by His mighty deeds 1 

The argument of the verses above quoted evidently 
is that in healing the sick and those possessed of devils, 
&c., the Lord fidfilled the word spoken by Esaias. 

Now there is an apparent difference between the 
passage as quoted and the passage itself, for if we look 
back to Isaiah liiL 4, it reads thus — " Surely Ho hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrow ". The Sep- 
tuagint rendering is, doubtless, given in Matt. viii. 1 7, 
yet the meaning is the same, for " griefs " and " infir- 
mities " and " soiTows " and " sicknesses " are spiritu- 
ally synonymous; so that it is not here we find a 
difficulty; but there is a diflftculty which forces itself 
on many minds, and which is apt to lead to vague and 
confusing thoughts if the parage in Isaiah is nndcr- 
stood to mean that the Lord Jesus " bore our griefs and 
carried our sorrows," or (as explained in Matt, viii.) 
" took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses," hy 
becoming a sharer of frail humanity ami voluntarily 
assuming a nature liahlc to infirmity and sickness that 
He might thereby, vicariously, remove our infimiities 
and sicknesses. 

Now, does the passage mean this ? At first sight it 
might appear so, but viewed in the light of the Cross, 
retrospectively, Isaiah liii. is opened up as illustrating 
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that HU outward demeanour and bearing were not 
comprehended until explained by the wondrous fact 
that He knew His path down hero led only to the 
Cross, whereon He should, by the one offering of Him- 
self once for all, not only make complete expiation for 
sin, but be able to claim complete dominion over him 
that had the power of death — that is the devil. 

Carefully guarded are all expressions concerning the 
holy nature of the Lord Jesus, and dangerous is it for 
any to speculate on abstruse points concerning His 
being. It would be digression here to prove from 
Scripture the essential holiness of His person, suffice it 
to say, " In Him was no sin," 7wr could be sin. 

He took upon Himself unfallen humanity, that as 
man He might taste death for every man. He did not 
make Himself frail to remove our frailties, or infirm or 
sick to clear away our ailments j but Ho, in the exer- 
cise of the authority delegated to Him by His Father, 
and in anticipating right of the wondrous work of the 
Cross, did remove men's sicknesses and cast out devils, 
because it was for this purpose He was manifested. 
Yet every act of healing and blessing was to Him a 
fore-sign of the Cross ; for while He gave the blessing, 
Ho veas conscious of what he must undergo to claim 
title so to bless, so that not without suffering to Him, was 
any act of healing done to man. He alone knew that 
sickness and devil possession were the fruits of sin. 
He alone knew what must be douQ to remove the 
curse ; so, not by arbitrary exercise of power, but as it 
were in view of the all atoning blood already in pur- 
pose shed, did He unchallenged efface, wheresoever He 
went, the marks of the curse. 

Thus wo may conclude that every act of healing and 
blessing (every infirmity or sickness removed, every un- 
clean spirit cast out) was effected by Him in distinct 
connection with the value of the precious sacrifice about 
to be offered. 

That no binding of Satan could be loosed save by 
virtue of the blood about to be shed as meeting ev^ry 

claim. 

Little conscious were those He healed of what it cost 
Him to be able to heal. Deeply conscious He: for 
not the slightest act of mercy could He perform, save 
in view of the Cross which gave Him title so to act. 

How solemn 1 deeply solemn is all this to us. How- 
great our sin and sinfulness, seeing no part of our 
ills could be removed save He, as victim, died ! But 
now the infinite value of the accomplished work of the 
Cross confers infinite right and power to bless, and 
forth from the Throne of God and of the Lamb, flows 
the River of Life, on whose banks flourish the tree 
** \shu^: I..:v 3 are for the healing of the nations." 

A.o.:.i. 



THE OHBISTIANS RELATION TO THE 
WORLD'S OOVERNMENT. 



" rPHE Powers that be are ordained of God." (Rom. 

JL xiiL I.) Therefore, reasons the Apostle, "he 
that resisteth the Power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God ". 

The character of the government is not here the 
question, neither is the righteousness or injustice of 
the laws. The only governmoiit at that time existing 
was the Roman ; and of the authority of the Roman 
Governor our Lord spake when He said, " Thou could- 
est have no power at all against me, except it were 
given thee from above ". This is in perfect acconlance 
with the lesson God taught Nebuchadnezzar by depriv- 
ing him of his reason — " that the Most High riileth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
He vnll ". (Dan. iv. 32.) The means by which God 
works in bestowing this authority — in casting down 
one kingdom and establishing another — may be the 
vilest of human passions. To trace the history of 
a kingdom or dynasty to its origin may discover oulj 
that which is devilish. Pride, lust of power, thirst 
for blood, may have been the motives that chicflj 
operated in establishing its authority; nevertheless, 
apart from its moral character, the fact that it has the 
power is to be referred utimately to God, and to Him 
absolutely and alone. 

In this respect the dominion of " the Beast " of Bev. 
xvii. differs nothing from any of the previous Gentile 
powers. Of the Ten Kings of the last days it is wmttcn, 
** God hath put in their hearts to fulfil bis will, and to 
agree and give their kingdom unto the Boast until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled ". 

Here, then, is the Divine establishment of the last 
great Gentile and anti-Christian Government. It is tlie 
oonsummation of Satanic authority in the world, and 
yet its power is of God in exactly the same sense as 
the Roman power which Christ owned, and by which 
he was put to death. 

The only people whom God ever recognized nation- 
ally was Israel. To them He entrusted His revealed 
will concerning government in the earth. To admin- 
ister Divinely given laws, statutes, and judgments was 
the oflSce of Isracrs king. God never withdrew the 
legislation given in tnist to Israel by Moses, and never 
pupcLseded it in any way. When the dominion was 
trail- fencil, l»ccaUbO ni IsiiiolV sin, \o the Gentiles, God 
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» the Gentile kings no new revelation as to 
nent He only withdrew, as it were, to a greater 
3 from the admimstration of government in the 
etaining, nevertheless, the supreme and ultimate 

calling of the church is heavenly. Its origin, 
nee, administration, and destiny, are all hea- 
Christ alone is Ruler within this divine sphere, 
jord; and in subjection to Him as such the Holy 
distributes His gifts amongst the members of 
dy of Christ, and through them operates in 
ning divine order and rule, 
lin what professes to be the Church, the will of 
B indeed risen up in rebellion against the Lord- 
Christ — the gifts of the Spirit of God have 
gected, and confusion of the most inextricable 
er has been the result. But, nevertheless, it 
{ true, whether men will own it or not, that, as 
s God revealed His will concerning national 
nent and order to Israel by Moses, so truly has 
de known His will concering church govem- 
.nd order by Paul — chiefly, though partially, 
' the Lord Jesus Himself and others of His 
s. 

i God's two revelations as to government are be- 
in the Scriptures in their entirety. All other 
ion of Kings and parliaments is but a groping 
n darkness and unbelief after that which can 
» found from God and His Word, 
ccordance with this, it is very noticeable that 
n the New Testament God has spoken concemiug 
i^ of husbands and wives, parents and children, 
and servants — and also very specially as to the 
of Christains as subjects under the world's 
nents, there is not one word to a Christian in 
acity of a ruler or magistrate in the world, 
ly God's omissions are not accidental, but full 
notion. Had God contemplated His heavenly 
accepting the rule in the world's apostate king- 
3 it to be for a moment supposed that He would 
,ve avoided giving to such as wcU as to others 
ded wisdom and counsel 1 
ection to authority is all that is inculcated — 
jtrongly insisted upon in many passages — but to 
he authority is forbidden, and any atteihpt to 
ite authority or to wield it, is left without a 
f guiding counsel, so that he who acts in such 
must act in his own wisdom and strength. 



The Christian is a " stranger " in the world because 
of his heavenly birth, and a " pilgrim " because of his 
heavenly destiny. Like a foreigner in one of our cities, 
he is passing through, and must be subject to its laws, 
or else incur its penalties ; but his strangership forbids 
that he should be either a legislator or a ruler there. 

Apart from the political as well as the religious 
parties of His day was the path of the Lord Jesus. 
When He comes again it will not be to suffer as a 
stranger, but to reign as King. For His kingdom 
we wait, when we shall indeed exercise rule and autho- 
rity, not as the servants of a worldly power that is sym- 
bolized by monstrous and ravenous beasts ; but as the 
servants of Him who is the rightful Heir, and Whose 
the kingdoms of this world shall have then become. 

Perfection in government would result in perfec- 
tion of liberty to the subject. Anarchy is bondage. 
The Christian in this land, because of his familiarity 
with peace and liberty, is too apt to undervalue these 
great blessings, and to fail in acknowledging God as 
the Governor Supreme, who so disposes rulers for 
the blessing of His people. 

Hence the almost imiversal omission in the assem- 
blies, of the children of God, to pray for those in 
authority. A spurious spirituality regards it as incon- 
sistent with the character of the worship of a heavenly 
people. 

But believers ought never to forget that though a 
heavenly people, they have also earthly relationships, 
concerning each of which God bus spoken, and true 
spirituality will seek always to act in such relationships 
according to the Word of the Lord. 

Rom. xiii., 1 Tim. ii, 1 Peter ii. 13, &c., demand 
the special attention of Christians, in order that in their 
relation to the world's government, they may know 
and do the will of God. Obedience to the will of God 
alone is true spirituality and true sanctification. 

J. K. C. 



INDIVIDUAL EFFORT IN OOSPEL WO&K. 
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*' And that, knowing tlie time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep ; for now is our salvation ueai*er than when 
we believed."— Rom. xiii. 11. 

THE times in which we live are remarkable for 
many things, and one thing especially we notice, 
namely, the almost universal expectation that we are 
on the eve of some great crisis of this world's history ; 
ever^-thing seems to be shaking, so that we are living 
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in a sort of suspense as to what great crash shall come 
next ; but while the unconverted reasoncr, and even 
the oarnally-minded Christian, is left to the evidence 
of passing events and the penetration of his own 
sagacity, the Christian who, like Abraham, is walk- 
ing with God, will be in no doubt as to what is coming, 
he will get no new revelation beyond what is given in 
the Bible, but the Holy Ghost will lead the obedient 
soul into the understanding and scriptural application 
of both Old and New Testament prophecy, as he is able 
to bear it. 

There is one subject that cannot fail to exercise the 
heart of the devoted follower of Jesus, that is, as the 
dispensation of grace is nearing its close, the little 
space of time for winning souls to Jesus is getting loss 
and less ; and if we are to have fellowship with God, 
in gathering the gleanings into the heavenly garner, 
not a moment is to be lost nor an opportunity wasted, 
and we ought not to be satisfied with personal effort, 
but we should also endeavour to stimulate each other 
to double our diligence in the blessed work of gather- 
ing sinners to the Saviour. 

Now that the summer is approaching, opportunities 
will be afforded for putting forth special efforts to reach 
the masses who are perishing all around us, and one 
way in which aU may help is by prayer, to hold up the 
hands of those who will have to take the load in mak- 
ing necessary arrangements and seeing them carried 
out. Will you, dear reader, make it a solemn duty, as 
well as privilege, to bear on your heart continually 
before God those who are thus in the front of the 
battle, that they may themselves be kept in the place 
of power, " abiding in Christ," that they may learn to 
follow the " cloud " and neither go before nor tarry 
behind, and in endeavouring to gather the multitude 
under the sound of the Gospel, they may exercise faith 
in the " living God," and not resort to the inventions 
of man. Paul himself craved the prayers of his 
fellow-saints (Rom. xv. 30, 2 Cor. i. 11), and in thus 
cultivating the habit of praying for Christian workers, 
your own soul will be richly blessed, the precious name 
of Jesus Christ will be honoured, and your prayers will 
not be in vain. 

Another way in which many can help on the work 
of the Lord is giving of their means. In many places 
the chief difficulty is the want of a hall or tent, and 
these things cost money. Has the Lord entrusted you, 
dear reader, with a measure of thi£ world's wealth ? If 



so, are you laying it out for God and laying it up for 
eternity 1 are your habits and ways of life becoming a 
follower of the meek and lowly Jesus 1 Remember, a 
Christian is worth just as much as he or she has laid 
out for God ; all that is unnecessarily spent for self is 
as much " lost luggage " — lost for eternity, and when 
you arrive in glory you will be worth as much of your 
life and means as you are now laying out for the gloiy 
of God and no more. Truly, "many who are first 
shall be last, and the last first." (Matt. xix. 28-30.) 

There is, however, another department of service 
very apt to be neglected, namely, individual dealing 
with souls in the private and common walks of life. 
The deep importance of this will perhaps never be fully 
known until our service is manifested before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ ; and were it possible for those who 
shall be there to have such a feeling as surprise, much 
of it will be when we see how little has been accom- 
plished by efforts that have a great sound and make 
great appearance now, and how much of the real suc- 
cess of the Gospel among the lost, Christ Himself will 
acknowledge to have been the result of the prayerful, 
holy walk, and godly conversation of private Chris- 
tians. I am not seeking to cast a slight on the work 
of the evangelist, but to call into action the help of 
those who were never designed by God to preach from 
a platform. 

It is high time that the mistake which some have 
fallen into were exploded, t.e., that any young man 
might be an " evangelist " if he would only try and per- 
severe. Eph. iv. 1 1 settles that point. Comparatively 
few are called to do the work of an evangelist, but 
every saved sinner can tell of Jesus, ajid ought to 
labour to bring sinners to hear the Gospel from the 
lips of those whom God has fitted to preach it. To 
illustrate this point, we shall suppose that two evan- 
gelists are preaching the Gospel in a place where fifty 
saints are '^ gathered unto the name of the Lord ". 
What a power these fifty would have to help the evan. 
gelists if they would only put it forth, in bringing 
their acquaintances and others to the meetings, and 
looking after them, and praying for their conversion ! 
What an amount of working power is thus lost in all 
our meetings ! and young Christians are impressed with 
the idea, that in order to preach Jesus Christ it is 
necessary to mount a platform at a street comer. Philip 
" preached Jesus " to the eunuch in the desert as really 
as he " preached Christ " to the Samaritans ; but there 
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e many who would covet his work in Samaria, when 
e devils were crying out and mighty signs following, 
bo would have little heart to go into the desert and 
U a solitary soul of Jesus, with no eye looking on but 
le eye of the Lord Himself ; and in these days when 
berty of ministry is so much insisted on and also 
uctised, we need to be able to discern between a God- 
von gift to win souls and a mere capacity which 
ost Christians could acquire by education and prac- 
ce, but it would never be a gift ; and many of us 
hhI to distinguish both in ourselves and others he- 
reon a real spiritual desire to win souls and a mere 
»hly mania for preaching. The precious truth of 
berty of ministry in the Church of God has suffered, 
id is still suffering, more from its being abused than 
om any other cause, or perhaps from all other causes 
it together, and the best way to prevent Christians 
>ing out of their own place, is to begin and work in it. 
; is quite a common question with a young Christian, 
That can I do for Jesus 1 I reply, do ever^-thing for 
MUA. If your first work in the morning is to clean 
le kitchen grate and light the fire, do that for Jesus— 
> it as if He were looking on, as in fact He really is. 
. shoe well brushed to please the Lord Jesus will as 
uely receive a reward as a Gospel address .delivered 
I the Holy Ghost ; if any one speaks to you unreason- 
jly, and treats you unjustly, bear it meekly and 
iswer softly, and do it to be like Jesus and to please 
Lim ; and if you thus go on day by day your testi- 
iomy will soon be felt without you going out of your 
ay to do or say some extraordinary thing; if you 
ave a fellow-servant or companion, tell them of the 
aviouT you have found, don't be ashamed : Jesus 
ore the shame of the cross for you ; it may cost you 
Q effort to begin, but once your mouth is opened, it is 
luch easier than you think, and the sweet joy that 
ill fill your soul, will do far more than make up for 
ny reproach you may have incurred; go on thus 
iving and working every hour for Jesus, and you may 
ave as bright a crown to '' cast before the throne " as 
ne who may be daily attracting crowds by his elo- 
uence in preaching the GospeL 

Or is it a young man lately converted who wishes to 
o something for Christ 1 Well, again I say, begin at 
lome : tell your family or household you are saved and 
ping to heaven, and let them see it in your daily 
ralk, but beware of impertinence, especially to parents 
r to those above you ; read your Bible well and learn 



to use it, meet every argument with the word of God, 
follow the example of the Lord, when in conflict use 
the sword of the Spirit, quote Scripture and learn to 
do it correctly, begin at once to be a witness for Jesus 
Christ and keep at it ; and do not forget the example 
of the Lord Jesus on the mountain-side alone with his 
Father and his God ; take in plenty of grace on your 
knees and also truth from your Bible, and let them out 
as God gives you opportunity — one opportunity well 
improved soon brings another; don't attempt great 
things, keep low down until the Lord Himself calls 
you out, and if He has designed you for public service 
He will attest your work where you are ; don't aim at 
being a great preacher or a great anything, but aim at 
being a " clean vessel fit for the Master's use," and He 
will soon find work for you ; and if you would learn to 
work you must learn to wait — in short, keep your own 

soul right with God, walk in the light of His love and 
His presence, and He will bless you and use you in 
His own way. And now, dear Christian .reader, who- 
ever you are— old or young, high or low, master or 
servant — what are you doing to hasten on the *' coming 
of the Lord " 1 Every voice seems to say that the last 
sands of time in this age of grace are fast running out, 
the spiritual eye can almost descry the first beams of 
the Morning Star. The dark shades of an eternal 
night ara fast settling down on the thousands of Gos- 
pel rejectors around us. Have you, dear reader, any 
loved ones still outside the ark of safety, if so, are you 
clear of their blood 1 Do you really believe that the 
next moment you may be face to face with the Lord 
Jesus in the clouds, and your loved ones eternally shut 
out 1 Or you may have some neighbour or acquaint- 
ance who really never heard God's simple Gospel, and 
such may sometimes inwardly wonder why you have 
never spoken to them of Jesus and eternity ; and if 
you feel yourself xmable to point them clearly to the 
Saviour, could you not lovingly invite them to the 
Gospel meeting? Perhaps you may feel inclined to 
reply, it is no use, they are so prejudiced they woidd 
not come ; if so, perhaps your own lack of personal 
godliness is the cause of it^ or more probably the truth 
is, that your own soul is so withered and barren that 
you have no heart for such work, and that it is far 
more congenial to you to go and hear the best preacher 
you know of, and may be have a quiet gossip with 
. some special friend in the ''after meeting". Dear 
fellow-saint, if you cannot help in the blessed work 
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of winning souls, for the sake of precious souls don't 
hinder it by your ungodly ways. If you cannot 
preach from the platform you can speak to individuals, 
and if you cannot do that you can pray, and you can 
" live Christ " before the unsaved. Then let me be- 
seech you to begin to live in earnest, there will be 
plenty of time to rest in heaven. " The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand ; let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
light." (Rom. xiii. 12.) 

Hark ! 'tis the watchman's cry, 

Wake, brethren, wake ! 
Jesus our Lord is nigh, 

Wake, brethren, wake ! 
Sleep is for sons of night, 
Ye are children of the light. 
Yours is the glory bright. 

Wake, brethren, wake ! 

Heed we the Steward's call, 

Work, brethren, work ! 
lliere's room enough for all. 

Work, brethren, work ! 
Tlda vineyard of the Lord 
Constant labour doth afiford, 
Yours is a sure reward, 

Work, brethren, work I 

G. A. 



WORSHIP AND WAITINQ. 



Isaiah vi. 

TWICE in this wonderful chapter we have the same 
truth illustrated. Fu*st, we learn it in the sera- 
phims : " Each one had six wings." What power for 
rapid flight as they stood in the presence of the glory 
of God, ready to do His will ! But hush ! not so, for 
we read : " With twain he covered his face, and with 
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly ". 
They looked upon the glory, not a passing glance, for 
they stood there, and they needed two wings to veil 
heir faces in its wondrous light, in rapt adoring 
worship. Then they measured themselves in it, and 
they had need of two wings to cover the feet that 
hasted so unworthily to do His perfect will. Only two 
remained for flight. But it was the Divine order. 
First, God and His glory, then self seen and covered, 
then the waiting for His work. Let us listen to their f 
voices as they wait. Do they speak of service 1 Not 
yet Their song is all of Him. " And one cried unto 



another and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts : 
and the posts of the door moved at the voice of him 
that cried, and the house was filled with smoke." And 
now we see the blessed results, not of their work, but 
of their worship. As in John xii., Mary had not 
spoken of Him, she had but taken the ointment and 
poured it on His feet, yet the house was filled with the 
precious odour. So it is here. " Then said I, Woe is 
me, for I am undone, because I am a man of unclean 
lips ... for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of Hosts." The rapt seraphims had not moved a 
wing, they had but worshipped in the presence of the 
glory, but it was enough. "The posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried." And now wb 
find Isaiah brought into the same searching but blessed 
experience, learning himself in the presence of God, 
and we see God hasting to deliver. " Then flew one 
of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal which he . 
had taken with the tongs from oS the altar ; and he - 
caused it to touch my mouth (margin), and said, Lo, '< 
this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniqmity is taken i 
away, and thy sin purged." The seraphim, having ^ 
waited in the presence of God, is ready to go forth to i 
deliver His servant. The coal from off the altar gives -^ 
us the thought of a living connection with the sacrifice i 
Hence the perfectness of the purging, and the blessed 
sense of it which enabled him who but a while before 
had cried, " Woe is me 1 " to hear the voice of the Lord; t 
" who will go for us " ? and then to say with boldness : t 
" Here am I, send me ". His eyes had seen the King, :i 
he had measured himself in the gloiy ; the lips that » 
God had purged were ready for His message. It might : 
be unheeded, but he had learned with the perfect - 
Servant to say : " Though Israel be not gathered, yet 
shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and mjr 
God shall be my strength ". 

Have we thus stood with unshod feet in the pro* 
sence of our God, our souls hushed in the light of His ) 
glory, our ears waiting to catch his messages, content, i': 
like the mighty seraphims, to|fold our wings in adoring ; 
wonder till we hear Him speak 1 or have we used all -^ 
six to fly, in unbidden haste, to do the work our own 
hearts have chosen 1 Lei us make baro our hearts he- \i 
fore Him ere the searching of the coming judgment- 
seat, when the fire shall try every man's work of what 
sort it is. 

A.E. W. 
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BORN OF WATER. 



John hi. 5. 

DEMUS was a Pharisee and a ruler. Boast- 
lly it is demanded of the officers who were sent 
chief priest to apprehend Christ : " Have any 
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him " 1 
ii 48.) 

seem to have been the most obstinate in their 
1 of the Lord Jesus. When publicans and 
drew near to hear Him " Scribes and Pharisees 
■ed, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and 
vith them ". (Luke xv. 1, 2.) But their rejec- 
Chnst was the necessary result of the attitude 
(omed towards John the Baptist, Messiah's f ore- 

** All the people {i,e., the common people) that 
[im and the publicans justified God, being bap- 
ith the baptism oi John ; but the Pharisees and 

rejected the counsel of God against themselves, 
ot baptised of him." (Luke vii. 29, 30.) Mul- 
went out to the wilderness to be baptised of 
They made confession of their sins ; they owned 
[yee guilty before God and unfit to enter the 
u of heaven, which John had declared to be '^ at 
Thus they took their true place. They he- 
subject to the judgment of God," (Eom. iii. 19, 
) ; they submitted to the righteousness of God 
condemned them ; they owned the justice of the 
sentence, 'and so they were prepared in heart to 
and to believe in the Lamb of God that taketh 
li6 sin of the world. John himself explained 
■pose of his baptism. It was in order that Jesus 
rist might be made manifest unto Israel (John 

l^one had the capacity to know Him but those 
d owned themselves guilty in the appointed way 
liem He was *^ manifested," to others He was 
rn. 

is beautifully ilhiatrated in the house of Simon, 
arisee. (Luke vii.) 

3man known as " a sinner " came to the Lord 
■md, as it is recor«led, received the forgiveness of 
3. She knew Him, indeed, as the Lamb of God. 
lot be doubted that she was one of those spoken 
erse 29 who had submitted, in the spirit of true 
iice, to the baptism of John. She found Jesus 
all her salvation and all her desire." 
so the Pharisjce. True to his self-righteousness 
pocrisy, ho was doubtless one of those who never 



condescended to submit to so humbling an ordinance 
or to make confession of his guilt. 

He may indeed have been amongst the number of 
whom it is written that they " Came to the baptism of 
John," but who turned at his withering rebuke — 
" O generation of vipers, who hath warned Tou to flee 
from the wrath^to comel" (Matt. iii. 7.) To Simon, 
the Lord of Glory was but an eccentric teacher — one 
of those doubtful characters to whom the ordinary 
courtesies of hospitality might fairly be denied. 

To the sinner, He was made manifest — to the Pharisee, 
He was unknown. 

Such were the Pharisees ; such was their attitude 
towards the ministry and baptism of John ; such was 
their blindness as to the person and glory of Christ 

Nicodemus being one of these — as to his religious 
belief a Pharisee, and as to his social position a ruler 
who had been brought up at the feet of Cramaliel — it 
is impossible to conclude otherwise, than that he, with 
the rest of his sect, had rejected the baptism of John. 

With this in view, does it not at once appear that it 
was to this our Lord referred when He said : " Except 
a man be bom of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter the Kingdom of God ". 

Not that there was any sacramental efficacy in the 
waters of Jordan or in the act of baptism, but that as a 
precursor of regeneration by the Spirit, there must 
needs be in Nicodemus that breaking down of the 
natural pride and self-righteousness of his heart, and 
the acknowledgment that, ruler or Pharisee though he 
be, zealous for the law and spotless in his character, he 
was, in the sight of God, no fitter for His kingdom than 
the publicans and sinners who, as they descended into 
the waters of baptism, confessed their sins and justified 
the verdict of the righteousness of God. 

llie baptism of John was a temporary ordinance. 
He was sent " to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord" (Luke L 17), and this preparation consisted in 
a broken heart and a contrite spirit, as shown in the 
humbling act of baptism in Jordan. 

The baptism of John has passed away ; it was super- 
seded by Christian baptism, as we see in Acts xix., 
where those who had submitted in true repentance to 
John's baptism, were again baptised as believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

But the necessity for the same condition of soul as 
the baptism of John bore witness to, has not passed 
away. The sinner must still, ere he can " enter the 
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kingdom of God," 1)6001116 subJ6ct to tho judgm6nt of 
God, own himself condemned and worthy only of 
death, and so be " prepared '' to receive Christ as his 
Saviour, God's gift to him. 

This then is unquestionably what answers to the 
words of the Lord to Nicodemus : ** Except a man be 
bom of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the 
Kingdom of God." 

And well would it b» if this truth were more con- 
stantly insisted upon in connection with the preaching 
of the Gospel Not baptism, not outward ordinances 
of any kind, but a break down before God^ a frank 
confession of guilt and helplessness. 

The ** stout-hearted " are '' far from righteousness '* 
(Isa. xlvL 12). Yet how often is the Gospel pressed 
upon such ''Pharisees" as if they were the broken- 
hearted sinners to whom the Lord Jesus proclaimed the 
instant forgiveness of sing. J. E. C. 

" M7STEB7, BAB7L0N THE GBEAT." 

Rbv. xvil 



MY Dear Brother, — I have from time to time been 
intending to write to you, and now take occasion 
of doing so, to send a few remarks on the character 
of Babylon as given in the 17th and 18th chapters of 
the Revelation, also on that of the beast in the 13th 
chapter. These were subjects considered at meetings 
of brethren held here during the past week. The 
Lord in His grace gave us profit at them, and many 
went away, I trust, refreshed. May. the refreshment 
abide, and fruit for Christ be brought forth in deeper 
knowledge of Him and of His ways. 

The character of Babylon is that of drawing the 
affections away from Christ ; and " the great whoi-e " 
is in contrast with " the bride, the Lamb's wife ". 
Comjjare these scriptures — 

** And there came one of the ** And there came unto me 
seven angels, which had the one of the seven angels, which 
seven vi&, and talked with had the seven vials, full of the 
me, saying, Come hither, and seven last plagues, and talked 
1 will shew thee the judgment with me, saying, Come hither, 
of the great whore that sitteth 1 will shew thee the bride, the 
upon many waters. "— Rev. Lamb's wife." — Rev. xxi. 9. 
xvii. 1. 

Corrupt affection is in contrast with pure love for a 
bleeding Saviour— the Lamb that was slain—Christ 
our Sacrifice. Blasphemy is not written on the woman; 
it is the beast which carries her that is full of names 
of blasphemy ; but her end is answered if the love of 
Christ is rejected, and if pleasure, riches, and excite- 
ment are found in her. 

In this there are three parties, " the kings" " the 
morcliants," and "all the nations," each class being 
acted on according to their circumstances. The king 



gets his delights, the merchant gets his riches, and the 
nations are excited, and made drunken with the wine 
of the abomination. 

In order to effect all this the proper condition of the 
Church is altogether set aside, as suffering and bearing 
Christ's cross ; and instead of Christ and His glory 
being the object of hope and the object of love (being 
regarded as Uie Lamb who died for sinners), in place of 
this glory is assumed 7ioWf and all the world is attracted 
by it In Babylon are gold and precious stones, which 
are emblematic of the glory of the new Jerusalem ; bat 
Babylon wants to have a millennium in the flesh now 
before the time. The Church's position is to have the 
glory and honour of the nations brought into it, and 
this Babylon claims in the flesh. Babylon rejoices in 
earthly prosperity, saying, " I shall see no sorrow ** ; 
but Jesus told His disciples that they should sorrow 
until He saw them again : in this time of the Church's 
sorrow Babylon says, "I shall see no sorrow". In 
Luke xviii Christ compares God's elect to an afflicted 
widow, and says that they were to be delivered horn 
their afflictions when the Lord came; but Babylon 
says, " 1 am no widow ". She is married in the earth 
and not to Christ in heaven. The voice from heaven 
says, " Come out of her, my people ", 

This contrast between the whore, which is great 
Babylon, " that great city," and the Lamb's wife, which 
is '* that great city," the '^ holy Jerusalem," is also seen 
between " the house of God, which is the Church of 
the living God ' (1 Tim. iii. 15), and the great house 
(2 Tim. ii.), where they said, " the resurrection is past," 
there the sorrows of the Church were over. The suf- 
ferings of the Church were over, and the house got 
<< great," but vessels in it were unclean, and a man 
should purge himself from these, that he himself might 
be a vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet for tiie 
Master's use, prepared unto every good work. The 
professing church, loving the world, and seeking a po^ 
tion in it, is in all this opposed to the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, as the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God. May our affections be pure for Christ I It 
is also seen that it is not the bride, the Lamb's wife, 
that is national, but the great whore. The kings of 
the earth, the merchants, and all the nations, are foond 
connected with her. Instead of king's being the nurs- 
ing fathers of the Church they are delighting ia her 
delicacies. Babylon, the great whore, as opposed to 
the bride, the Lamb's wife, the New Jernalem, ii 
judged before the Lord's coming to judgment The 
ten horns are the agents of the judgment of t^e whore, 
and then they give their power to the beast who blas- 
phemes, and after whom the world wonders, worship- 
l)ing him and ^the dragon that gave him power ; ami 
then the Lord comes in judgment. 

The beast first carries the woman who reigns over 
the kings of the earth, then the woman is judged, and 
the beast himself rules in blasphemy. I think the 
strong delusion to believe a lie comes here. on those 
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e days of the great whore, believed not the 
lad pleasure in unrighteousness, and has its 
itroduced by those who say the resurrection 
ady, for then the door is open for her to say, 
ieen '' ; but in all this Christ is quite left 
glory of the woman " is quite apart from the 
the man " ; however from this, by which the 
3luded, the saints are ** kept by the power of 
ow very sweet the expression — " The bride, 
's wife ! " contrasted with those " who re- 
the truth in the love of it ". If any man 
he Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema 

e they who wonder after the beast ; but God 
red \is from this wonder, which is the wil- 
i lie islbelieved. AU the triumph of the 
ihe earth is the result of the dragon being 
lu heaven and cast into the earth, as an im- 
nsequence of hia defeat, while the man child 
ip into heaven — the throne of God — and all 
of the beast and of the false prophet are but 
3 of the last writhings of that old serpent, 
to the righteous sentence, that " the seed of 
i should bruise the serpent's head ", 

xiL there are the woman, the seed of the 
id the old serpent the devil The dragon 
vour, but the man child is caught up to the 
God. He accuses the brethren, but they 
) him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
leir testimony ; " the brethren have learned 
)us the Lamb is to them, that He is worthy 
^arts. The woman in chap, xvii draws the 

the love of Christ, and the beast in chap. 

the understanding to the power of Christ. 

is absence of love to hear, and then there 

a lie ; but the saints know Him in His love 
lb, and in His power as the victorious man 
I the world says, ''Who is like unto the 
10 is able to make war with him 1 " But 
been war in heaven, in which he who gave 
)wer was vanquished, for the beast gets his 
a the defeated dragon. That which is the 

the power of the beast gives joy in heaven : 
ye heavens, and ye who dwell in them " ! 
le our joy, dear brethren, 
ra, Jan., 1843. T. TWEEDIE. 



iJSTXOiTOUB AMONQ THE VZLLAGES. 

en of our Lord Jesus — ^the great Evangelist — 
!e went through the villages teaching, and of 
servant, that after having seen great things in 
f Samaria, " he preached the gospel in many 
le Samaritans ". (Acts viii. 26.) Not only the 
cities Avith their teeming thousands, but the 
lliiges with their tens ana himdreds, were tlie 
leir labours and of the mighty power of God. 
countless number of such villages in our land. 
^Len for granted that eighteen hundred years 



after the great command, '* do ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to everv creature," every soul in these 
villages has heard the " old, old story,'' and been warned to 
flee from the wrath to come, but a quiet walk through, and 
a little close personal dealing with the souls of the people, 
will soon convince it ia otherwise. In many of them there 
is positively no gospel preached, in others worse than none, 
and in a hurge proportion of them, dead formality or utter 
carelessness has settled down upon the people. The glad 
tidings of salvation alone can lighten tne gloom — sinners 
saved by sovereign grace are expected to be the bearers of 
the gospel to them, and the time is " Now ''. Summer, with 
its long light evening the season of holidays, and outdoor 
preaching is againdawning upon us. It may be our last 
on earth, and to this, '* so Uwed " world, the last of the 
long-suffering of God. Can nothing be done for the un- 
evangelised villages ? Is there no one can sound out the 
story of the cross among them 1 Shall sinners be allowed 
to sink down to the lake of fire echoing back to the ears of 
a faithless church the fearful words — *' No man cared for 
my soul r* Surely not. Well, then, to the work ! Lyin^ 
before us is a list of 70 such villages in Ayrshire alone, and 
these are but a handful compcu^ with other counties 
around. We mean at least (God helping us) to get 
through these during the summer months, and with 
a band of willing helpers many more might be 
reached. Workers are wanted. Young men duringtheir 
summer holidays with hearts fired with the Love of Christ, 
and willing to work for God, waiting their reward till that 
day when sower and reaper will rejoice together. Thanks 
be unto God, a number such have already volunteered to 
accompany us in the work. Other 50 could find plenty of 
work. Ivho will go ? We can guarantee a ten mile walk 
up hill and down dale, plenty of fresh air, and hundreds of 
houses to visit with the GospeL Grand opportunities of 
speaking and singing for Jesus in the open air each day. 
Labourers are wanted who can rough it a bit, and suffer too, 
if called on to do so. 

Will such communicate with us, saying when they can 
come, and for how many days. We hope to commence 
work by end of June, and let those who tarry at home pray 
that the Lord of the narvest may send forth labourers, and 
go foith with them. 

Yours in the Gospel of Christ 

JOHN RITCHIE, 

20 Princes Street, Kilmarnock, 7th May, 1879. 



LEEDS. 

We are requested to^intimate that Believers have commenced 
to meet on Lord's Days, for the Breaking of Bread, in the Tem- 
perance Hall, Chesham Street, Sweet Street, Leeds. 

N flo E S. 

•* Woman's Work and Service for the Lord." 

A lady is desirous of meeting with other Christian ladies (of 
some private meana) who will join her in residing to^^ther near 
London, where the Lord has given an open door to His servants. 

Only those willing to be guided by the Word of the Lord 
need apply. 

Address— Miss M. H., Gospel Tract Depot, 100 Wellington 
Street, Woolwich. 

Jessie Kemp, formerly at 25 St. Andrew Street, has now 
removed to 65 Loch Street, Aberdeen, where as before, orders for 
Tracts, Books, and Bibles, will be promptly attended to, 

Mr. John Ritchie having left Dalmellington, his addi*ess for 
the future will be 20 Princes street, Kilmarnock 
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SHADOWS OF OEBIST. 

Pakt XVllI. 

THE CONSECRATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 
Iw un-offBTing and the burnt- affsring.— Ex. xnx. 10— IS. 

A£ON and hia sons, haviug been washed at the 
i. door of the tabernacle, and invested with their 
ieetljT garments, have next to aee unfolded in the 
eringB the great sacrificial work whereby the grace of 
>d hod brought them to such a place of blessing and 
nonr. 

Firat in order and most prominent (for it is a bullock 
1 not a tarn oi a kid) there ia the ain-offering. 
This ia very important for it is the contradiction of 

man's ideas of religion or of access to God. 
rhe natural man in all his schemes of religion either 
,Tes out entirely or postpones to some indefinite 
mrc period the settlement with God of the question 
ain and an evil conscience. 

With Ood and Hia revealed way of approach to 
mself, this is the first question. It cannot be other- 
te ; for sin is a grievous insult to the Majesty of God 
1 an outrage upon His holiness and righteousness. 

allow one who had been guilty of rebeUion against 
a authority and of breaking hia laws to draw near to 
m on terms of peace and intimacy, without a definite 
mowledgement of guilt and a righteous ground of 
onciliation, would bo utterly inconsistent with the 
hteous government of God. " Eight eousness and 
Igment are tiie habitation of His throne," and all 
it God does must be and ever shall be consistent 

Hence the hatefulneta in God'a sight of the adrancw 



made to Him in the name of " worship " by the stout- 
heaitcd and impenitent 

" Bring no more vain oblations : incense is an 
abomination unto me ; the new moons and Sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is 
iniquity oven the solemn meeting "—then follows the 
gracious invitation to face the question of sin and have 
it settled. " Come now and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord : Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall bo OS white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool," (Is. i, 10-19.) The 
Epistle to the Hebrews ia full of the same teaching. 
" How much more shall the blood of Christ . . . 
purge youi conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God." (Hob. ix. 14.) To serve God accept- 
ably until the conscience has been " purged," or cleared 
from the dark stain of guilt which he who honestly 
desires to draw nigh to God invariably feels to be an 
intolerable burden, is therefore an impossibility. 
Again, in x. 22, " Lot us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance^of faith, having our heartg sprinkled 
from an evil corucienee, &a." 

" He that is washed," in the blood of Christ, " is 
clean every whit ". (John xiii. 10.) Only such are fit 
to be in the presence of God, either as worshippers or 
OS servants. 

The sin-offering being brought before the tabernacle 
of the congregation, Aaron and his sons were to put 
their hands upon its head. 

This was the only part they had to take in the whole 
transaction ; all the I'cst was done for them by Moset 
on behalf of God. 
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How beautifully this typical action shews forth the 
believer's part in the great consecration service. 

It is only faith's identification of the sinner with 
the sin^fifering. The laying of the hand upon the 
head of the victim was equivalent to saying, " this 
bullock is wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities, the chastisement whereby our peace 
is effected is laid upon him ". Thus, faith in the Lord 
Jesus as having been ** made sin for us '' is what in 
our experience answers to the laying of the hands of 
Aaron and his sons upon the head of the bullock. 

** My faith would lay her hand, 
On that dear head of Thine ; 
Whilst like a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

" My soul looks back to see, 
The burden thou didst bear, 
While hanging on the accursed tree ; 
And kuows her guilt was there. 

" Believing we rejoice, 

To see the curse remove ; 
We bless the Lauib with cheerful voice, 
And sing His bleeding love.'' 

The bullock was killed " before the Lord ". Jehovah 
was the first whose claims had to be satisfied. This 
also is a great truth concerning sin which man commonly 
ignores. Man can easily see that it is reasonable the 
claims of a fellow man should be honoured and right- 
eously settled, but leaves utterly out of his calculation 
the infinitely greater claims of a Holy God and a faith- 
ful Creator. Let a man be awakened to this aspect of 
sin and view it as dishonour done to the righteous 
claims of the God of love, and then no amount of his 
own religion or good works will for a moment satisfy 
his guUty conscience. The blood of Christ alone could 
then avail, for God has declared that by it alone has 
peace been made and His righteous claims discharged 
for guilty man. " Without shedding of blood is no 
remission." 

The blood of the bullock was then to be put upon 
the horns of the altar, and all the remainder poured out 
at the bottom of the altar. 

Thus it was shewn to be all for God. And after all, 
what is the peace which faith imparts to the sin 
burdened conscience 1 Is it not simply the assurance 
derived from God's own woi-d, that His claims have 
been met and satisfied by the obedience unto death of 
his own doar son. If H« is satlified, then I am 
satisfied. 



I hear the words of love, 

I gaze upon the blood, 
I see the mighty sacrifice, 

And I have peace with God. 

All the fat and the inward parts of the bullock wen 
to be burned upon the altar, but the flesh, the skin, 
and the dung were to be burnt without the camp. 

If any taint of disease or corruption were to be 
found in it at all, it would be on those '' inward parts ". 

It is from within out of the heart that tiie evil 
thoughts and actions of man proceed. There is the 
fountain, and since it is polluted every stream that 
flows from it is also defiled. 

But it was just there that God found His chief de- 
light in His beloved Son. He could say truly, "I 
delight to do Thy will, my God, yea thy law is 
within my heart." Every thought and intent of His 
heart, every purpose and motive was perfect ; fit to 
give satisfaction to God and to find a place on His 
altar. 

And the burning of these parts upon the altar wis 
the witness, that though on account of sin the body of 
the animal was to be carried outside the camp and 
burnt there, yet in itself it was perfectly acceptable. 
Thus the Lord Jesus, although forsaken of God, and 
in darkness as He hung on Calvary bearing the cane 
of sin, was even at that same moment an infinite de- 
light to God, His Father. It was such obedience as 
had never before been yielded and never could be 
again, and this in the body prepared for Him in the 
likeness of sinful flesh. 

Blessed be God for such an exposure of the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin, and for such a provision for putting 
away sin from before Him and from us for ever. 

The sin offering was followed by the burnt offering. 
This was a ram, and according to the law of the burnt 
offering it was wholly consumed upon the altar. In 
the former offering the leading idea was the putting 
away of sin consistently with God's righteousness- 
through the shedding of blood. In this the prominent 
thought is not the putting away of sin, but the accept- 
ance the worshipper enjoys by means of the acceptiU^ 
ness of His burnt offering. 

In the sin offering, to use the words of the Kew 
Testament, we see Christ, who " knew no sin made 
sin for us," " in whom we have redemption throng 
His bloodi the forgiveness of sins aocoidiug to the 
riches of His grace ". (2 Cor. v. 2J, Eph. i. 7.) 
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In the hvofnt offering we see Him ** giving Himself 
to God for us, an offering and a sacrifice for a sweet 
smelling savour ^ (Eph. v. 2.) 

The voice that reaches us from the sin offering is 

" JUSTIFIED PROM ALL THINGS ". (Acts xiii. 39.) 

From the burnt offering "accepted in the beloved". 
(Eph. i 6.) Hence in the (ordinances connected with 
tbo burnt offering, more attention is drawn to the 
intrinsic perfectness of the offering in all its parts. 

The animal was to be divided in pieces — the inwards 
and the legs were to be washed with water — ^indicating 
not the removal of defilement, but rather that every 
inner spring and motive of the life of Christ and every 
step of His outward walk was sanctified by the truth, 
as it is written " for their sakes I sanctify Myself that 
they also may be sanctified through the truth ". (John 
xvii. 19.) 

The head also is specially mentioned. All being 
regarded as under the direction and control of the head, 
it was needful that this in its entirety be also laid upon 
God*s altar in proof of its acceptableness to Him. 

It was the High Priest's forehead which bore the 
golden plate whereon was engraved " Holiness to the 
Lord," and in contrast to this we read that if leprosy 
appeared in the forehead of a man he was " utterly un- 
clean ". (Lev. xiii. 44.) 

The importance that thus attaches to the head 
becomes the more significant when it is seen as in Rom. 
y., that in God's sight there are but the two men, each 
being the federal head of the creation to which he per- 
tains. Adam, the leprous head of the utterly unclean 
human race ; Christ, the righteous head of the new 
creation. '^ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive ". (1 Cor. xv. 22.) That is to 
say, as by virtue of relationship to Adam all in him 
are partakers of sin and death, so by virtue of relation- 
ship to Christ (and not otherwise) all in Him are par- 
takers of His righteousness and life. 

How perfect then is the divine order of these two 
offerings as seen in this consecration service. First the 
chosen femily witness the putting away of sin and then 
they learn their perfect acceptance. 

Uatil the first has been plainly seen, the second can 
never be enjoyed. Hence it is that with so many the 
joy of salvation and of communion with God is almost, 
if not entirely, unknown ; they pass their years in 
doubtfol uncertainty as to their acceptance, seeking to 
obtain the assurance of it from their own experiences. 



because they have never clearly seen that by the one sin 
offering they are "perfected for ever". (Heb. x. 12, 
14.) But once let the conscience find settled peace 
as to the question of sin, and then, in view of the 
wondrous character of the great Burnt offering, to 
rejoice in Him and in His acceptableness to God, as all 
ours and for us, is simple and natural 

This is beautifully shewn in the history of Herekiah. 
When by the grace of God he sought to restore a back- 
slidden nation to Jehovah, the first offering provided 
was "seven bullocks, seven rams, seven lambs, and 
seven he goats, for a sin offering for the kingdom and 
for the sanctuary and for Judah ". (2 Chron. xxix. 
20, 21.) 

This was according to the mind of God and most 
blessed in its place — but notice what follows. There 
stood the Lcvites with their instruments of music and 
the priests with the trumpets, all in order, aU ready to 
sound the high praises of the Lord ; yet in silence 
they wait until the sin offering is finished and the 
burnt offering begins ! " And Hezekiah commanded to 
offer the burnt offering upon the altar. And when the 
hurnt offering began, the song of the Lord began 
also . . . and all the congregation worshipped 
and the singers sang and the trumpeters sounded — and 
all this continued until the burnt offering was finished." 
(2 Chron. xxix. 27 28.) 

Calmly, thankfully the heart looks back to Calvary 
and sees its guilt and sin laid on the Holy one of God. 
In solemn silent adoration we hear amid the awful 
darkness, the bitter cry, " My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me " — and peace unutterable fills the 
soul as again and again the echo falls upon the believ- 
ing ear " It is finished ". But it is as we behold the 
offered one ascending* in all His glorious acceptance 
up from the grave to appear in the presence of God for 
us, and witness by the welcome He receives to the 
right hand of the throne, how sweet the savour of His 
offering had been to God, that we can, in the assurance 
that it is all for us, as it were surround that throne and 
join the elders there, who, with their golden harps, 
sound forth the praise of Him who died and rose again. 

It is further most instructive to see that, although 

♦The burnt offering is literally "the ascending oflfering," 
because of its all ascending upon the altar to God. Death and 
resurrection are both shewn in it, the blood and the ashes wit* 
neasing to death and judgment, but the smoke aacending upon 
high equally pointing to resurrection and ascenilon 
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the sin-ofifering is first in order, and therefore forms the 
basis of all intercourse between man and God, never- 
theless throughout Scripture the sin-offerings are the 
fewest in number of all the offerings. (See Ex. xxix. 
38, 42, Num. vii., viii., and xxix.) 

Would not God thus instruct us in the real char- 
acter of the confession of sin. It is not that which He 
would have continually thrust upon Him as if it were 
an acceptable part of our worship. Kecessary it is to 
deal truly and honestly with sin whether in the indi- 
vidual or in the aseemblv, and be it ever remembered 
that if sin be covered instead of being confessed, or 
li^jhtly passed by instead of being judged, it cannot but 
prove an insurmountable barrier to communion with 
God ; to Him a true groan of contrition is more accept- 
able worships than songs from lips that are not in 
fellowship with Himself ; but the habit of introducing 
at all times in approaching to God a general and in- 
definite confession of sin and unworthiness, about which 
the conscience is not exercised and the shame of which 
is not felt, cannot possibly be pleasing to God, 

Oh for chastened and self-judged spirits, truly in 
fellowship with God and filled with the joy of " accept- 
ance in the beloved " ! Then would the song of the 
Lord indeed begin and continue to His glory and to our 

great blessing. 

J. R C. 



NOTES or AN ADDRESS ON THE PEACE- 

OFFERXNG. 

Leviticus III. 
Bt Mb. Thomas Newberky. 



GOD is speaking here of peace. The chapter is con- 
nected with the former chapter by " and " : — and 
that former chapter is in like manner connected with 
the first. Thus we have, first, the ascending offering 
(the burnt offering) speaking perpetually of unreserved 
consecration and devotedness, in life and death to God. 
Then the meat-offering, speaking of that incarnate life, 
in which the Son of God, in His sinless humanity, 
perfectly manifested His holiness, and in His walk on 
earth glorified the Father. And now, there is the 
offering which speaks of peace made ours, and for 
ever. 

" If his oblation," — literally, " approach-offering." 
There must be something to present to God. It is not 
enough that we have confidence : it must be confidence 
based on pcnc?. ** Hn is our peace." " Being justified 



by faith, we have peace with God." Some copies rea( 
''Let us have peace with God". There is, in this on 
offering of Himself, enough to give peace» to secure th 
souL ^* No condemnation to them that are in Chris 
Jesus." 

'' If his approach-offering be a sacrifice of peace 
offering," the word " peace " is in the plural ; as it i 
in Isaiah, xxvi. 3. " peace, peace," translated " perfec 
peace " : — an offering without blemish : — " who kncv 
no sin " : the spotless Lamb of God. 

The offering might be of the herd, a lamb or a goat 
meeting the sinner's apprehension of his need in all it' 
aspects. 

Am 1 sensible of the evil of my ways, my failure ir 
obedience, my insubjection, and all the sin of mj 
conduct ) The ox speaks to me of Him who was the 
righteous servant, the One who fulfilled His Father's 
will, obedient unto death even the death of the cross. 
But perhaps it is not my conduct, my outward ways, 
which most affect my conscience. It is my spirit, mj 
temper, my inward consciousness of the pride or envy 
of my heart. Is it sol Then, behold the Lamb ol 
God ! I see Him who was meek and lowly in heart, 
led as a lamb to the slaughter. 

Or, again, it may be, not so much my conduct, and 
my ways, or the spirit and temper of my mind which 
trouble me ; but the inward nature, — the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts. I 
was born in sin. Then I see Him the sinless One, 
represented in the goat, made in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, that in Him God might condemn sin in the 
flesh. 

Thus, every way. He speaks of peace. His precious 
blood is the blood of One mighty to save, meeting every 
single need of the conscience, however it may he 
exercised in the presence of the holiness of God. 

The offerer brought the victim ; the offerer laid his 
hand on it ; the offerer killed it. This was not done 
for him. It was done by himself. There was need 
of this identification of himself with the sacrifice. It is 
not enough, that I see that Christ was a sacrifice for sin. 
I must see that it was my sin. It is not enough to see 
that Pontius Pilate and Herod and all the people of 
Israel slew Him. No : I must behold my part in i^ 
My sins pierced Him. My sins nailed Him to the 
tree. 

Then, one of Aaron's sons, a priest, sprinkled the 
blood round about upon the altar. This is my part 
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oo, now, as a priest to God. The blood is not simply 
oared forth from the slain victim. It is sprinkled on 
U the four horns of the altar. Thus is the blood 
xhibited. 

80 shall I tell to sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found ; 
Will point to His redeeming love, 
And cry — Behold the way to God. 
Then, part is taken for JehovaL It is the most 
recious part. The fat that covereth the inwards, 
Qd all the fat that is upon the inwards — portions 
ich as these; and of the fat (as of the blood, 
»ervod for the altar) the people of Israel should 
ever eat. This was a peri)etual statute for their 
Bnerations (v. 20.) It tell us that, besides that which 
>uld be seen of the offering of the body of Jesus 
Ibrist once for all, there were inward affections — a 
leasure of secret devotedness — which n6ne but the 
ather could estimate and value in HLb beloved Son, 
) He offered Himself without spot to God. And much 
I we can discern of the perfection that was in Him, 
ad of the love that spoke in His fulfilment of His 
ather's will, and however deeply we may penetrate 
I eternity into the wonders of the cross, yet there will 
imain still greater depths and wonders, which will be 
nown only by God,'who so loved the world as to give 
[is Son. 

The offerer thus offered the fat with the blood to 
od. If I am coming to the cross, — nothing in my 
and I bring. But if I approach as a worshipper, 
>nBeerated in my service, my hands are filled with 
hrist. And so approaching, I can in spirit behold 
lat which continually sends up a sweet savour to God. 
hrist in all His preciousnoss is displayed, consumed 
>r me, the now ransomed and accepted worshipper : — 
od, eternally satisfied in all His claims, and glorified 
K>y in such an exhibition of the fulfilment of His will ; 
lercy and truth met together ; righteousness and peace 
ifising each other. Such is the Cross ! 
Here we rest for ever viewing 
Mercy's streams in streams of blood, 
Precious drops our souls bedewing, 
Plead and claim our peace with God. 
bus the offerer feeds on this blessed peace-offering. 
!e shares with God, to whom it is offered, its peace- 
leaking joy : and though his power to apprehend the 
finite sweetness of its savour be so much less, he has 
s own joy-sustaining portion. 
But more than this. Not only is peace made. It is 



also proclaimed. We are ambassadors for Christ 
beseeching men to be reconciled to God ; for He hath 
made peace by the blood of the cross, and now is 
" preaching peace by Jesus Christ : He is Lord of all ". 
(Acts X. 36.) It is a glorious thing to see this ; and 
the heart of the believer rejoices in it. Not only is 
Jesus our Saviour, but our Lord. To Him our hearts 
bow ; and to Him, in the full response of love, our 
service is rendered ; for He is worthy. It is our 
privilege to honour Him to obey and to adore. 



NOTES ON THE BONO OF SOLOMON. 

By W. Lincoln. 
Part n. Dialogue III., from Ch. V. 2 to VI. 12. 



AND thus it is evident by the fervour of her descrip- 
tion of the Beloved One, how her soul was drawn 
out in desire after Himself and after His presence, from 
Whom she had got away. Oh ! we need to be ever on 
our guard, otherwise we shall be siire to lot something 
get between Him and us. And, no matter what that 
something be, whether care or business, or self-indul- 
gence, or routine of duty, if the heart strays from Him, 
He is jealous, and cannot be otherwise than grieved. 
So very much has He given to get us, so has He parted 
with all that He might woo and win us, that well 
indeed may He now look for His love to be reciprocated. 
** I HAVE loved you,'* are His own emphatic words. He 
demands in return that Himself and His Father's love 
be the first object of our hearts. Nothing less can 
satisfy Him, and this is our mercy. Strange that He 
should care for our affections ! ^ Stranger still that we 
should be so slow to set them on Him or allow them to 
be so easily withdrawn. r,But He has ways of bringing 
us to our senses and to our knees and on our faces 
again before Him, even as here with Israel See like- 
wise Hosea iL 7-16. 

Her companions, moved by her glowing words and 
roused by her ardour, next enquire of her where He is 
to be found. Her answer to this, their second enquiiy, 
is as prompt and as vivid as had already been her 
reply to their question. What is thy Beloved more than 
another beloved 1 If they Jcnow Him not, she does, 
and her heart approves of His way, even though she is 
made to feel the waywardness of her own. My beloved 
is gone down into His garden to the beds of spices, 
to feed in the gardens^ and to gather lilies. Do 
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not hor words contain the implied admission that 
she had not heen walking humbly with Him, and that 
her soul had heen rather occupied with herself than 
with Himself 1 The lily, emblem of humility, is a 
favourite flower of His. They are lilies that He gathers, 
even as, to change the figure, when the sheaf of corn is 
ripe, it is seen bending down as it is gathered into the 
gamer. It was when lily-work crowned the pillars in 
the Temple of Solomon, that the work of these pillars 
was finished. (1 Kings vil 22.) And, besides all 
this, she further is careful to speak of the garden as 
solely " His " : and she even is fain to acknowledge 
what the great mtgority of believers do iwt acknow- 
ledge, viz., that something beyond her own welfare 
and her own salvation, occupies His thoughts. He 
Himself is seeking His own pleasure. His own gratifi- 
cation in His own garden. His own soul desires satis- 
faction with us as well as to satisfy us. His love 
wants if 8 object for His own sake. If He delights to 
take His own place in the midst of His people, it is not 
only, it is not chiefly, for their own sakes, but for His. 
He refreshes them with His love, but He looks also to 
be refreshed Himself with their obedience, with their 
lowliness, with their joy in Him. Earlier He had 
told her that He was going to a certain mountain 
(iv. 6). But now she is speaking as to His where- 
abouts experimentally. Albeit He is on the mountain 
top as a matter of fact. He yet loves to be with the 
lowly in heart. See Isaiah Ivii. 1 5, which passage is 
alluded to by the Lord in John xiv. 17. For in each 
of these two Scriptures the prepositions " with " and 
"in" are found, only in the Gospel with exquisite 
beauty — they are reversed. 

Hence here she says " My beloved is gone doitm" 
thereby tacitly confessing how she had lost the joy of 
His companionship. But when in contrition of spirit 
she thus returns to Him, it is wonderful, and it is 
encouraging to note how speedily He returns to her. 
For ere she can say more in the style of self-upbraiding, 
ahe has found Him^ so that she has only with fulness 
of joy, as once more she stands in His presence and 
gazes on Him, ability to exclaim, " I am my Beloved's, 
and my Beloved is mine : He feedeth among the lilies". 
These sentiments she had previous uttered, but in a 
diflerent order. Now she puts His peculiar and sole 
right to her in the first place, which she had not in ii. 
16. Also in vii. 10, to which we shall presently come, 
she omits all allusion to her possession of Him. But 



the gradual change in her tone, when she speaks of Him, 
from putting herself first, as in ii. 16, to this taking 
here a lowly place, and then there in viL 10, to the 
regarding Him as All, itself furnishes us with proof 
that this growth and this deepening in self-abasement 
are actually indicated in these passages. Further, the 
expre^ion of her joy in His presence chimes in perfectly 
with what she had uttered just before she had found 
Him. There she had acknowledged that the garden 
was His. Now she acquiesces with delight in the con- 
viction " I am my Beloved's ". 

And now He accosts Her. But in what manner f 
Does He upbraid her with her backsliding of heart and 
love of ease, and in her high thoughts of self % No such 
thing is found in what He says. If we judge our- 
selves, we shall not be judged. If we take the lowly 
place ; He will not put us down. If we abase our- 
selves He will lift us up. Mark His first worda, '' Thou 
art beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jeni- 
salem, terrible as an army with banners." Tirzah 
was for a while the capital city of the ten tribes, as 
Jerusalem remained the chief city of the twa " How 
beautiful" — oh to think that nothing more cutting 
than this had he to say, after all her waywardness ! 
and as we are beautiful in His beauty, so are we 
strange yea terrible in the eyes of His enemies. But 
this last clause He utters again in verse 10, and where 
better perhaps its force may be seen. 

He again adverts to her eyes, her hair, her teeth, 
and her temples in terms of praise almost identical 
with what he had previously spoken in chapter iv. 
But the repetition of these particulars in His en- 
comium has a purpose in it. For not only does He 
thereby assure her heart before Him as to her beauty 
generally, but also that she might perceive that as He 
had declared of old, so did she in His account, con- 
tinue. "Nothing changes God's aflfection." "Clean 
every whit " is Christ's once pronounced and irrevoc- 
able judgment of every believer in Himself. All time 
and all eternity can only more fuUy display the exact 
truthfulness of this His sentence. " Nigh by the blood 
of Christ," as in Eph. ii. ; " perfected for ever those 
being sanctified " as in Heb. x. H are in part echoes 
now of John xiii ; whilst the triumphant style with 
which the word of grace in Jude closes (for the other 
remaining book of Scripture, the book of Revelation, 
is the book of judgment) : " He is able to present yon 
faultless before the presence of His glory with /exceed- 
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^," language like this is surely enough to thrill 
ovl and to make us only solicitous to cleanse 
98 from all jSlthiness of the flesh and spirit. 

)urse, He first singles out for commendation, her 
and that for the reason assigned on ch. L 15. 
I to think of this avowal that they '* overcome 
nd to ask her to " turn away" her eyes from Him 
very account ! Happily this most gracious and 
ive manner of His, needs not the expositor; 
rt in communion with Himself understands per- 
rhat He designs hereby to convey. Even as 
is life in a look at the crucified one," so is there 
mation for the Christian in the beholding of His 
id 80 is there prevalency in prayer when the 
fixed on Him and so too is communion with 
istantly to be maintained ! 
rhilst the several particulars as to the Bride's 
lave been expatiated upon by the Lord in pre- 
lialogues of this Song, there is one other point 
ccurs here for the first time, and the reference 
1 may well serve to prepare us for the singular 
bought in verses 10-12. The one proof of her 
beauty now first cited is the Bride's unique 
** There are three score queens and fourscore 
les and virgins without number. My dove, my 
i is but one, she is the only of one her mother, 
he only choice one of her that bare her. The 
rs saw her and blessed her ! yea, the queens 
concubines, and they praised her !" Here we 
nded of Psalm xlv. 9-14, where Jerusalem is 
dd with the other cities of Judah and also with 
ughters of Tyre," representing Gentile centres 
.eur and of wealth. 

ot to tarry on the primary application of this, 
I the past or in the future to Israel and specially 
alem, there remains for us still to consider the 
bearing of this feature in His words of praise, 
lilst in several well-known Scriptures of the 
3tament, the oneness and the unique character 
hurch are carefully enlarged upon ; so further 
. seem implied from several prophecies that the 
of the Church's unity would be a truth much 
d from the apathy entertained towards it by 
id from the misuse that the foe of Christ had 
I it in the dark ages, and that His people, 
)re His return, would begin again themselves 
le preciousness of this feature in the call of God 
he Spirit's work, and seeing it, to act upon it. 



Observe, for instance, how the parable of the one 
beauteous pearl succeeds the parable of the vase of 
coins, in the prophetic panorama of Christendom's 
career in Matt. xiiL Observe again how in the 
parallel prophecy of the seven epistles of Rev. iL and 
iii. the Church of Philadelphia or brotherly love occu- 
pies a similar position therein to that of the one pearl 
in the seven parables of Matt. xiiL For it is by our 
hearts being knit together in love that we ourselves 
who believe in Christ, are drawn together to acknow- 
ledge the mystery of God. (CoL iL 2.) For love is 
the bond of the perfection. (CoL iiL 14.) Knowledge 
indeed may puff up, but it is love which builds up. 
(1 Cor. viiL 1.) Likewise out of John's three epistles 
we read of the Church as such only in the last one of 
these. ALso there unlovely actions in regard thereto 
are particularly singled out for condemnation. But in 
that said third epistle of John, short as it is, we read 
of the Church not once only, nor twice. Now those 
three epistles of John have most certainly a prophetic 
order inasmuch as they follow one another in prophetic 
sequence. Nay, further, there may be a designed 
allusion by the Lord in the titles which He takes in 
the epistle to the Church in Philadelphia (Eev. iiL) to 
these very three epistles of John. For there He speaks 
of Himself first as " He that is Holy," equivalent to 
the statement in the first epistle of John that " God is 
Light ". Secondly, He speaks of Himself as he that is 
True, which Truth is the theme of the second epistle of 
John. Then again he adds that to Him pertains the 
key of David, that he opens and no one shuts, and 
that He shuts and no one opens, whilst most strikingly 
in the third epistle of John, some Diotrephes is seen to 
be shutting out those whom the Lord would have to 
be received. Now all this coincidence can scarcely be 
deemed accidental and serves to blend together those 
several prophecies of the state of things obtaining 
among His own people as the dispensation nears its 
close. Accordingly in Eev. xxii. we read that " the 
Spirit and the Bride say to the Lord Jesus, Come ! " 
As if the Bride were in the Spirit and the Spirit 
indeed were in the Bride when at last recognising her 
oneness and Whose Bride she is, she petitions Him to 
return. So Eve of old must, as morning began to 
dawn, have become fully conscious of her own exist- 
once and of her own entity. 

Then in harmony with all this, in verse 10 of this 
chapter vi of this Song, we hear the Loxd in contina* 



104 



THE NORTHERN WITNESS. 



[1879. 



ing His commendation of His Bride's beauty, say : 
" Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army 
with banners ", These words are undoubtedly uttered 
by the Lord, inasmuch as they are found in the midst 
of this address to the Bride which begins at verse 4 
and closes at verse 11. But here He speaks as if the 
mom were at length about to break and not as if still 
so distant as it seems to be in ch. iv. 6. Also, in close 
correspondence with the hint of the approach of mom 
— that " morning without clouds," we read in the next 
verse of His final inspection of His garden in order to 
see whether His people are ready for His advent. Por 
most certainly it is no desire of His to take them 
unawares. And they are seen here to be grouped into 
three several classes, an arrangement similar to what 
we so often find in the New Testament. And as usual 
again, the lowly are placed fii*st in order. And here I 
had better now state that to which I beg the reader's 
especial attention. Whilst the Song primarily and in 
the main refers to the Lord's dealings with His earthly 
Bride, Israel ; still there is throughout this inspired 
ode, an analogy easily traced between His way with 
this Bride — this Leah — and His way with His heavenly 
Bride or Rachel. Accordingly I have not entertained 
a doubt for many years that as we have seen that Part 
11. of this Song is up to this passage, an expansion of 
three invitations of the Lord unto His people (1) to 
come out or away unto Him ch. ii. ; then (2) to come 
with Him from Lebanon or border land religion, ch. 
iv., and (3) to open unreservedly the heart unto Him, 
ch. v., so likewise in continuance of this wonderful 
analogy in verse 12 there is found language parallel 
with the New Testatment statements of His coming 
and in verse 13, of the Bride's departure to be with 
Him, and then further in the first six verses of the 
next chapter (ch. vii.), there is His judgment of her 
when at last she is at home with Him. Lest I should 
be misunderstood, I repeat, there is found in the due 
place in this Song, those statements which by analogy 
are found to be parallel with the unfoldings in the 
New Testament of His gracious ways with His heavenly 
Bride. These are here in their due place, inasmuch as 
they are seen to follow on in their proper order, after 
the three invitations which we have now already ex- 
amined. For in the New Testament, the call of God 
is seen to be one. It Logins to take effect in the soul 
when the soul is drawn to Christ for rest from its 



toils. Its effect is increasingly marked, when the 
saved sinner, the believer comes out at His peremptory 
call and takes his place as a separated man, a saint for 
God. For whilst the Lord's call to the sinner is 
** Come unto Me," He has also a call to the believer, 
which is " Come out unto Me ! " (Heb. xiiL) And this 
call is heard more and more in the innermost recesses 
of the heart of the obedient disciple. Then finally at 
His coming, the shout of the Archangel and the trump 
of God will call us utterly and for ever out of every 
thing mundane and into the joy of His immediate pre- 
sence. Thus His call from first to last is one. And 
the sheep know His voice and they follow Him. See 
for instance the connexion between verses 22 and 23 
with verse 24 of 1 Thess. v. So too in Matt xxv. 
Come out (not go out) to meet Him. Whereupon in 
this Song, the three great invitations to His people 
found in the last three dialogues which we have con- 
sidered, have their corresponding climax and dose in 
these verses 12 and 13 of this ch. vi. But the third 
dialogue of this Second Part we may regard as closed 
at verse 12 where the Bridegroom's soul is, as it were, 
borne unto His people now at length made willing to 
be His,* as tested by their obedience to His invitations. 
So, " or ever He is aware," He isr with them. The 
marginal reading here is the correct one. " I knew 
not," with which words compare His own language in 
Mark xiii. 32. And lastly, whilst there His people 
are now like the angels were once, as chariots (Psalms 
xviii. 10 and Ixviil 17) through whom He may unfold 
and pour out His glory unto others, still they in respect 
to His foes are seen to take their hue from Him their 
great Captain and to be " terrible as an army with 
banners ". I need scarcely add that when the Bride- 
groom comes the Bride departs to Him. And this 
fact, so natural even under any ordinary circumstances, 
is here seen to be the case with the Bride of the Lamh. 
For when He has arrived, as in verse 12, the next verse 
assumes that she has gone, inasmuch as by her com- 
panions she is invited to " return " and that in order 

that her beauty may be seen. 

• Amniindab— * * My willing people. " 



DAVID. 



ABNER conferred with David respecting the king- 
dom, proposing a league between them. David 
accepted the proposal on the condition that Abner 
should bring with him Michal, David's wife ; this was 
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iffected, and Abner accompanied by twenty men, went 
X) David. He received them, entertained, and sent 
;hem away, Abner leaving, with the promise of gather- 
ing all Israel to King David, whom he called his lord. 

This appeared good, but there was sorrow still for 
David. The closer men, even christians, come to each 
^ther, the more difficult it becomes to walk in peace. 
Dur sharpest trials are often experienced in the nar- 
rowest circles. David's nephews the sons of Zeruiah 
srere often a trial to him ; it was so on this occasion. 

The interview between David and Abner took place 
n the absence of Joab who was pursuing a troop ; on 
liis return the report of the interview reached him, and 
ironsed his anger ; calling to mind the death of Asahel 
by the hand of Abner when Asahel pursued him in 
battle, revenge was stirred, and calling Abner back he 
ivenged Asahel's blood by killing him. 

David was ignorant of all this, but when he knew 
if he lamented sore, indemnified the throne from 
ibner's blood, placing it with fearful denunciation on 
»he head of Joab, and on all his father's house ; but 
;his fearful denunciation was short of death, yet surely 
Toab was a murderer and Abishai his accomplice. 
^bner died not in single combat with Joab nor in the 
ranks of the ffrmy in open field, but fell before guile 
md revenge. Joab lived, but his sin was not forgotten, 
3or overlooked either by Jehovah or by David. 
ENinisbment like a sword hung over him, and in due 
;ime it it fell on him. 

David went forward in his course, anointed the third 
iime by all Israel ; he grew great, and Jehovah God of 
Sosts was with him. 

The three anointings of David are instructive, they 
ire illustrative if they were not directly typical 

1st. He was annointed by Samuel during Saul's life, 
n comparative privacy. 

2nd. By Judah in Hebron, after Saul's death. 

8rd. By all Israel, when the kingdom was translated 
Erom the house of Saul to his house; this was also 
lone in Hebron, from whence he went up, and took the 
stronghold of Zion, which became his city — the city 
Df David. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Israel's Messiah was an- 
nointed with the Holy Ghost, (as bom King of the 
Jews) at the Jordan, He was acknowledged king of 
the Jews by His disciples and others, was crucified 
ander that title, was raised again as such, and will 
ihortly retum to reign, when He will be acknowledged 



first by Judah and Benjamin, and then by gathered 
IsraeL The two sticks shall then become one, the two 
kingdoms shall be re-united, never again to be severed. 
Solomon also, was crowned first in secret, and then 
openly, ** And they made Solomon the son of David 
king the second time" (1 Chron. xxix. 22.) 

The next circumstance noticed in the history is the 
friendship between David and Hiram king of Tyre, a 
life-long friendship, continued also by Solomon. 
Hiram's men brought David material and built David 
a house, they also wrought with Solomon's men in 
building the temple, the house for Jehovah. All serve 
us, while we seek to serve the Lord. 

David's household also increased and he perceived 
that Jehovah had established him king over Israel, and 
exalted his kingdom for his people Israel's sake. 
" Doubtless he magnified Jehovah for His goodness and 
truth." This good thing, rest in his kingdom and the 
stability of his throne, cannot be maintained without 
care and diligence, he had to maintain and increase it 
by wise rule and also by the stroke of the sword. 

If Israel prosper the Gentiles are troubled, and head- 
ship is contended for by the great of the earth. Thus 
it was, and thus it will be, until He shall come whose 
right the headship is, whether of the church, Israel or 
the nations, God will give it to Him, and He shall reign 
in righteousness, therefore in peace as did Solomon. 
Into the knowledge of this mystery we are introduced 
by God (Ephes. i. 8, 9, 10.) 

The Philistines hearing that Israel had anointed 
David king, mustered for battle. But what were 
David's forces for battle i In 1 Chron. xiL 22. we 
are told that his army increased until it became a 
mighty host, like the host of God. But David's army 
was not his confidence, neither did he trust his own 
judgment as a warrior, but enquired of Jehovah if he 
should go up against the Philistines ; Jehovah heard 
his prayer, and commanded him to go up ; David 
obeyed, fought and conquered. Dear reader "Trust in 
the Lord with aJl thine heart, and lean not to thine 
own understanding, in all thy ways acknowledge Him 
and He shall direct thy steps." 

Again the Philistines gathered against him, and he, 
not presuming to act on his former success without 
counsel, sought Jehovah again. It was well for him that 
he did so, for Jehovah had arranged differently for the 
second battle. David was not to go up as before, but 
fetch a compass behind the Philistines, and then 
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patiently wait, nor stir until be heard a sound of going 
in the mulberry trees, for that sound "would indicate 
Jehovah's march before him to fight the battle for him. 
David was again obedient, followed Jehovah, and com- 
pletely routed the enemy. 

Beloved fellow christian, let us learn from David 
not to trust our abilities for anything, nor yet past 
experiences, although, looking first to the Lord, these 
may encourage, and help us. Use these, but trust only in 
the Lord. Eemember also that although God has pro- 
mised to deliver and will do so, yet He has. not pledged 
Himself to any one way of doing so. He may efiTect 
deliverance to-day in one way, and in another to-morrow, 
but always in that way which will secure His own 
glory and most effectually teach us dependence on 
Himself. 

David's next remarkable act was in connection with 
the ark of God. The Ark had been in the house of 
Abinadab from the day of its return out of the land 
of the Philistines, nor did Israel come before it all the 
days of Saul ; as David said, He gathered Israel and 
consulted with the great men, princes, elders, and 
priests; they formed their plans and acted on them, 
but were interrupted and troubled for they had missed 
the mind of Jehovah, they had failed to honour His 
word. 

Great men are not always wise, neither is power 
necessarily found with numbers, but faith in God and 
obedience to His word always bring power, and secure 
success. 

Jehovah was jealous for the honour due to Him in 
connection with the ark which was called by His name. 
Israel might place undue confidence in it and say " that 
it may save," or they might slight it and not appear 
before it ; but Jehovah will maintain its honour. 

If the proud Philistines place it as a trophy in the 
house of Dagon their god, then Dagon falls again and 
agai^i before it, the idol is reduced to a stump and its 
worshippers moved with fear, send the ark back to its 
place ; if the men of Bethshemesh presume to look into 
it they are smitten, and if Uzzah touch it a breach is 
made, and amid the music and the dance he dies. 

But why was it thus 1 was it because of the value 
of the wood of which the ark was made, or of the gold 
covering the wood 1 Surely not ! Bather because of the 
preciousness and glory to Jehovah, of the antitype, the 
eternal Son and Word of God made flesh, and His 
atoning blood, the true mercy seat. Also because 



Jehovah would uphold His own law in its integrity, 
and would have His word honoured. He had chosen 
Lcvites for its service, and none else must touch it. He 
had chosen a family of the Levites to the honour of 
caiTying it on their shoulders, nor will He approve nor 
allow any other way of removing it. When the 
princes of Israel offered waggons and oxen for the 
service of the Tabernacle, the Koathites had not any 
given to them "for their service was to bear upon their 
shoulders". This was Jehovah's law, neither might 
King David depart from it with impunity, but must 
learn to do a right thing in a right way and spirit ; he 
must " seek Jehovah after due order ". 

David was corrected, but, to say the least, he fainted 
under it and lost blessing, he does not appear humbly to 
have enquired the reason for Uzzah's death, but petu- 
lantly to have given up the attempt, and allowed the 
ark to be placed in the house of Obed-edom who obtained 
the blessing instead of the king. Jehovah respects not 
persons, but rewards obedience. "Judging according 
to every man's work,** 

May you and I, fellow believer, whenever we fail, at 
once bow, trust and enquire, neither despise the correc- 
tion, make light of it, nor faint under it. 

Three months passed away, the ark was with Obed- 
edom, he was blessed, and David no doubt reflected 
and inquired. At length the report of Obed-edom's 
blessing reaching David he was stirred, provoked, or 
stimulated to repeat the attempt. Having prepared 
a place for the Ark of God, he called together the chil- 
dren of Aaron and the Levites, and said unto Zadok 
and the Levites, " Ye are the chief of the fathers of 
Levi, sanctify yourselves ye and your brethren, that 
ye may bring up the Ark of Jehovah, God of Israel, 
for because ye did it not at first the Lord our God 
made a breach upon us ". 

Everything prospered, David and the elders of 
Israel, and captains over thousands went to the house 
of Obed-edom to bring up the ark with joy. " God 
helped the Levites," and they sacrificed, Israel sang and 
David danced, there was no interruption to their joy, 
no breach; Jehovah was obeyed, His word was 
honoured, and they were blessed. 

David had reviewed his former conduct, and with 
the chief of the Levites acknowledged their common 
error and its results, Jehovah pitied, forgave and 
honoured them. 

The review of past faults, in the presence of Qoi 
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and by faith, is always profitable. The Word of God 
is not only profitable for conviction of error, but also 
fop amendment of conduct. (2 Tim. iii. 16.) 

David put the Ark in the place which he had pre- 
pared for it, and returned to bless his house, where- 
upon he met with reproach from Michal his wife, for 
the way he had danced before the Ark. This he met 
by saying, " It was before Jehovah who chose me 
before thy father ". Michal was censured with barren- 
ness for life, and David lived to verify his words 
respecting himself in his own experience of honour 
and shame (2 Sam. vL 20, &c.). 

H. H. 

THE OBEDIENOE OF ONE. 



**By the obedienco of one shall many be made righteous. — 

Rom. y. 19. 

I DESIRE to say a few words on a passage of Scrip- 
ture, which, above all others, is adduced as plainly 
and munistakeably teaching, that the "obedience" 
spoken of as that by which the many are made righteous, 
is the obedience of Christ to the law, which, it is said. 
He presents to God, which God accepts, and which He 
imputes to them that believe. To this I take excep- 
tion : and now give my reasons ; and as I intend to 
confine myself exclusively to what is written in the 
Bible, I, of course, can receive nothing that may be 
urged against what I say, but that which is directly 
from the same source. 

There is a vast difference between the calm yet de- 
cided assertion of one's judgment after patient, prayerful, 
study of the written word, still appealing thereto for 
confirmation or refutation, and the repeating what our 
forefathers have taught as conclusive. 

To proceed:— The Scripture at the commencement 
teaches us how "the many" are constituted sinners, viz., 
" by one man's disobedience," and how "the many" are 
constituted righteous, viz., " by the obedience of one ". 
The evil taint, the corrupt nature, was the result, by 
natural generation, of the "one offence/'; but it was a 
restilt which must be distinguished from the one actual 
offence which was the cause of it. That is to say, there 
is a difference between the sin that is imjmted, and the 
imparted corruption which was the consequence thereof. 
So is there Eighteousness imputed for the sake of the 
"obedieace of one," and righteousness imparted by 
spiritual regeneration, as the result thereof, through 
the word of the truth of the Gospel These are to be 



distinguished one from the other, for important reasons, 
yet inseparably connected in the case of every one who 
believes the gospel of God. 

The imputation of Righteousness is to be distin- 
guished from the new man, after God created in right- 
eousness and true holiness (Eph. iv. 24), because they 
are distinguished in the Scriptures, and because, through 
want of distinguishing them, many are constantly look- 
ing for a work of God within them for justification, 
instead of to the death and person of Christ for them. 

Another reason for distinguishing between the impu- 
tation of sin and the communication of a corrupt 
natureby natural generation — between the imputation of 
righteousness, and the communication of life and right- 
eousness by spiritual regeneration, is this — If, by the 
imputation of righteousness, we are to understand the 
communication of righteousness, how should wo get 
over the difficulty, thence arising, of the imputation of 
sin to Christ 1 If the simple meaning of reckoning be 
kept to, there is no difficulty ; but if you give to 
imputation, per se, the meaning of impartation, there is 
no way'of refuting the conclusion that, by the imputa- 
tion of sin to Christ, He was made a sinner / Goodwin 
sees this difficulty ; but, instead of making the distinc- 
tion which Scripture makes, he changes the meaning of 
the word, so that he makes imputation, when the point 
is the imputation of righteousness to the believer, to 
differ from that which the same word means when it 
has reference to the imputation of sin to Christ. 

We have, then, seen the ground of our being consti- 
tuted sinners, and the ground of our being constituted 
righteous. Let us now see what the disobedience was 
and wJiat the obedience, by which we are constituted 
the one and the other. God put man in the garden of 
Eden with this one prohibitory command, that he 
should not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, adding, "In the day thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die." (Gen. iL) This was not saying, "Do 
this, and live". He did eat thereof ; when sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin. (Rom. v. 12.) This 
was the occasion for God, in denouncing the serpent, to 
declare His everlasting purpose through the blood of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev. xiii. 
8.) So we find God saying, "I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed : it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heeL" This is interpreted in Heb. ii 14: Jesus 
"took part of flesh and blood, that through death He 
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might render powerless him that had the power of 
_ deatK" As Satan was the instniment in leading man 
to rebel against Ood, ho should be an inatruinent in 
that which was to effect the reconciiation. Man was 
to be delivered by Ike dmilh of his deliverer ; and Satan 
was tn be the prime ayent in moving the liand that 
■was to slay the Prince of life, {John xiii. 2 ; Acta ii. 
23, iv. IS,) (so far as man's hand was in it,) and in 
doing so, fulfilled the word, " He made a pit and digged 
it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. His 
mischief shall return upon his own head." (Ps. vii. 15, 
16.) If, then, the Deliverer was to die in order to put 
away sin (Heb. is. 26), and this according to the deter- 
minate counsel of God, and as the mmmnndmeni of 
God (John x. 18), wo get a clue to icJml the ohedienm 
was by which the mnny are conslttuted righteous. The 
death of animals slain in sacrifice pointed on. from 
Abel's sacrifice, to the coming of the Jiist Ona ; and as 
it was impossible that the blood of bulls and goats 
ehould take away sins, therefore, "when He cometh into 
the world. He saith, Sacrifice and oflering thou lyouldest 
not but a body hast thou prepared me, In burnt- 
offering and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure : 
then said Ho, Lo, I come (in the volume of t!io Book 
it is written of me) to do tkij will, Ood. , . . IJy 
the which will we are sanctified, tlirough the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all." (Heb. x, 4, 10.) 
We must remember here that the apostle is nuoting tlie 
40th Psalm : " Lo, I come to do thy will," and thus 
proves that the will of God, which Jesus there speaks 
of coming to do, was the oferijiij Iliimetf onee, the 
laying down His life vicariously for those whose life 
was forfeit»Mi, and instead of the many sacrifices which 
could never take away sin : this was the commandment 
He had received from the father (John x. 17, 18), to 
which He was ohf.dieiit ; and to this obedience, I 
maintain, the apostle refers when ho says, " By the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous ". 1 
have afforded plain and unmiatakoablo evidence, direct 
from Scripture, in support of this interpretation of the 
passage in question. Many other Scriptures might be 
ddduced, to prove that believers are justified hi/ the 
blood of Jesus, and that God justifies us freely by His 
grace through the redetnption that is in Christ Jesu?< 
(Rom. iii, 24, v, 9) : but what I have now drawn atten- 
tion to, clearly, unmistakeably, and without any "in- 
genuity," establiabes the fact, that the nhedienre to the 
will of God, by which we are sanctified, la the o7ia 



offering of Christ on the cross, the laijing down of Hit 
life. : and that, therefore, we are warrantodin saying, 
that it is to this "obedience of One" the apostle refen, 
as that by which the many are constituted righteous, 
and not to the assumed vicarious fulfilling of the Law 
by Christ. 

But with the deep-rooted convictions which prevail 
from traditional theology, and not from the Scriptures, 
that Adam was placed under a covenant of w-orks, the 
terms of which were, " Do this and live," which is not 
only without Scripture warrant, but is directly contrary 
thereto, it is believed and taught, that Christ vicariously 
fulfilled these conditions for man, and that His obedi- 
ence to tlie Law is precisely the Righteousness, tht 
wedding-garment, the title to heaven which God has 
provided for those whose sins are remitted by tlia 
blood of Jesus ; so, when the word "obedience" is used 
by God in connection with the imputation of righteoiui- 
ness, the very sound of the words conveys to the mind 
(pre-oeeupiod with the notion of obedience to the law 
for rightnousnesB by a Surety) no other idea than that 
which I venture to combat, and am bold to say, has no 
Scrijiture ground to stand on. 

Holy Scripture does indeed teach that God remits 
sin by the Blood of Jesus ; but He also justifies them 
that believe by the same blood (Rom, v. 9), tiolhy 
Christ's obedience to the law for them ; Ho imputw 
righteousness to them, i.e., accounts, reckons them 
right<!ous who are not so pei-sonally ; accepts them ia 
the Righteous Onb raised from the dead, makes them 
the righteousness of God in Him, and creates them in 
righteousness and true bolinesa, i.e., begets in them, 
by the Word of truth, a new nature, the new man, 
in order that tliey to whom rigbteonsneas is imputeJ 
may live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world, and in their own experience prove that the wort 
of righteousness is peace, and the efiect of rightoona- 
ness quietness and assurance for ever. {Horn. iv. ; Eph. 
i. 6 ; CoL iL 10 ; 2 Cor. v, 21 ; Eph. iv, 24 ; Jaa, i 18 ; 
Tit. ii, 12;l8. xxxii, 17.) 

By nature the servant of sin, and so connected with 
it, the believer is, by the death of Christ, who died 
unto sin once, severed from sin : his connection with it, 
and subjection to it as a master, is broken. As Joii 
says of tho grave, " There the servant ia free from bit ■ 
master " : but by the resurrection of Christ from Use 
dead, we are risen with Him, justified in Hie Xame (1 
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Cor. vL 11), bound to another master, the servants of 
Kighteousness (Eom. vL 10-18.) 

It may now, possibly, be conceded that the interpreta- 
tion I have given of Rom. v. 19, will bear the light ; 
by which light, indeed, I earnestly desire it may be 
tried ; but not, perhaps, in the minds of many, to the 
exclusion of law-fuliilling for righteousness by a Surety. 
To any who may concede so much, I would say, It is 
for you now to prove /rom Scripture that the idea you 
have hitherto maintained is Hie interpretation, and that 
mine is erroneous ; for when shaken in your confidence 
in some of your arguments, you have ever returned with 
redoubled confidence to this one Scripture, as contain- 
ing a clear, full, and unambiguous statement in support 
of your doctrine ; I say, your doctrine, for it is yet to 
be proved from Scripture to be the doctrine of God. 

C. R 



FROM E07PT TO CANAAN. 



CHAP. VIII. THE PASSOVER— THE FEAST OF THE 

REDEEMED. 



WHEN the prodigal son returned from the husks 
and famine of the far country to his father's 
heart and home, he was set down at a furnished table — 
he shared a feast of joy. The kiss, the robe, the ring, 
and the shoes were not all ; but once at rest in his 
father's love, his doubts and fears removed, he hears 
his exulting parent say, '' Let us eat and be merry," 
and the blesser and the blest, the rejoicing father and 
the welcomed son, sit down together to feast on the 
fatted calf. 

When the Jewish ruler's daughter was raised to life 
by the Lord Jesus, He commanded that something 
should be given her to eat So when a sinner is 
quickened into newness of life, and welcomed to the 
heart and household of God, his bliss is crowned by 
being made partaker of the children's bread. He is 
called to the fellowship of the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ, a fellowship known and enjoyed even 
here below, and to be more fully known whei'e sin can 
never mar it, nor mortality hinder its flow, in the pre- 
sence of God and the Lamb. 

The figure of this may be seen in the table spread 
and the feast prepared for the Israel of God while 
under shelter of the blood-stained lintel in Egypt 
Their deliverance from judgment had been secured by 
the sprinkled blood on the lintel and sideposts without 



Their asssurance of it had been proclaimed on the 
word of Jehovah — " I will pass over you," and now 
they are at peace, for peace depends not on frames or 
feelings, but in their case its source was the blood on 
the lintel and the faithfulness of God, and in ours the 
value of the precious Blood of Christ and the testimony 
of God's unchanging word concerning all who trust it. 
And so we sing — 

** A mind at perfect peace with God, 
O what a word is this ! 
A sinner reconciled through blood, 
ThUf this indeed ia peace. 

Within the dwellings of the ransomed people all is 
peace and joy, and that amid surrounding scenes of 
awful despair. Out in the darkness the destroying 
angel's sword is doing its solemn work from door to 
door, and the wail of despair is heard throughout the 
whole of Egypt because of the death of her firstborn — 
the glory of her strength. Often reproved, and yet 
hardening her neck, the final stroke is sudden and 
there is no remedy. Sinner, such shall be thy doom. 

The redeemed are gathered round a table feeding on 
the flesh of a lamb. Each holds a staff* in his hand, 
and his dress and girdle show he is ready for a jour' 
ney. They are about to leave the land of their slavery 
for ever, and only wait for their marching orders from 
Him who is about to take them by the hand and lead 
them out (See Heb. viii. 9.) 

Meanwhile they were fully occupied feeding on the 
lamb during the hours of that eventful night It was 
neither spent in cool indifference nor unconscious 
slumber. 

There is a lesson here for us. The whole picture is 
fraught with deepest meaning to every one who pro- 
fesses to have received salvation through the blood of 
the Lamb. 

Dear young Believer, you have known the meaning 
of the blood-stained lintel. What do you know of the 
table spread ? I mean what do you know practically 
about it ? Is it your 'daily habit to live in communion 
with God ? Do you spend your ransomed moments 
feeding on Christ ? Or do you still sigh after the 
leeks of Egypt 1 Shame upon you if you do. Many 
are safe who are not satisfietl. They are content with 
the blood on the lintel, that is to know that they will 
never be in hell, and there they halt. They seem to 
have no desire to feed on the Lamb. Poor unsatisfied 
souls they are too— just enough knowledge of salvation 
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«a keeps tbem miserable — a kind of half and half 
Christianity that blenda pleasuro and piety together, 
And tries to raako Cliriat and tho world rnn in pair. 
But it won't do. Long ago the world was piit on trial, 
and it was proven guilty of the murder of the Son of 
God. And i/'.'ii think you will manage to keep friend- 
ship with the murderer and the Holy One whose blood 
waa flhcJ. It cannot bo. You can never have com- 
munion with JesuB and His enemies at one and the 
same time, and your conscience told you tliat loiij; iigo 
when first you tried it. Now perhaps you have hushed 
its voice. But there is a " better part," my d'.'ar 
"brother, or sister, for you it you will have it, God has 
given the Blood of Christ to answer the olaiias of your 
awakened conscience, and now it ja at rest, perfect rest. 
But He has also given the Person of Ghrht fo mlLy^i/ 
your lonqing heart. Christ as a portion to feed on — 
Christ Himself to he occupied with during the time of 
your sojourning here. What a portion ! AVhat a 
treasure ! And how happy the heart that can truJy 
eing— 

" Christ is my meat, Christ it my drink. 
My medicine and tny health." 
It needs no other cheer. It wants no other joy. 
Egypt's pleasures have lost their charms — the "world ia 
a wiidcrnesa wide, its fairest scenes are a waste, for He 
is not here," is written on them all, and onhj Hb can 
truly satisfy. 

May reader and writer know the blisa of this within 
their own souls. 

But to return to the feast of the redeemed. And 
lirst — 

Thb LaMD. " Ye shall eat tho fleah on that night 
roast with fire, eat not of it raw nor sodden at all with 
water, but roast with firo his head with his legs and 
the purtenance thereof." 

Jesus ia the Lamb of God. Boasting with fire 
shows the suffering He endured at the hand of God. 
"We feed upon a sufleriug Christ, we have fellowship 
with Jesus as the sulfuriug One. And what a feast is 
this ! How tender it makes the conscience ! how it 
moves and fllla tho heart with tenderest love to Him ! 
Thi nk ' "E of His dying agony — His anguish of soul 
upon the tree. His deep and mighty love that many 
waters could not quench nor floods drown, we love 
Him in return. The heart is won, the affections are 
engaged, and Jbbub — Juaus only — bocomos the object 
of tho Mint's admiration and worship, the theme of his 



sweetest song. All else grows dim, the world loses iM 
hold, the soul recoils from its pleasures and. its hopei 
onco BO truly loved, for it has got a better portion, and 
it is satt.slied. 

Tho Lamb waa eaten with bitter herbs. In them- 
selves an unsavoury morse), but eaten with tho Lamb 
both were sweet The " bitter horbs " have been 
spoken of as sorrow for sin, And at no timo does sin 
appear so exceeding sinful aa when iu communion with 
a suffering Christ. There the mask is dropped, auJ 
sin is seen in its true character in the light of the cross. 
We remember whom sins they were that brought tie 
blessed Sufferer there, lehose hands it was that wreathed 
Ilis brow with thorn, and bowed beneath whose load 
He died, Tho heart melts, the tears flow — tears of 
true love, loo — a tribute of affection to the Love 
that died. Grace alono can work true repentance^ 
love alone can wm the rebel sinner's heart, and when 
that grace and love are truly known such sorrow for 
sin and hatred of it too will not ho found wanting. 
JIftiiy seeking souls have put the " bitter herbs " in the 
place of the sprinkled blood. They have sought ta 
find peace with God by being sorry for the past, bj 
penance and repentance instead of in the Blood of 
Christ alone ; and in this condition they hare gone on 
for years hoping their hard liearts would break and 
they would f<:d love to God begotten in them. But 
alas ! Such a thing is foreign to the revolted heart of 
fidlen man, nor can he ever put it there. 

Reader, ia this your case 1 Are you waiting till you 
love God better, till your sorrow for sin bo more r«I 
and deep ere you claim salvation. Then it will never 
be jours, for that would be sulvation by works, and nut 
by grace at alL Cease thy needless striving, poor so^ 
rowing Boul. God has lovod thee, now loves thee a 
thou art, and given His Lamb to die for thy sins. Thj 
title to a share in His love is that thou art a dinner, 
just such OS thou art now. Trust thy guilty soul to 
the merits of Jesus's blood. Believe it was shed tor 
thee to cleanse thy crimson stains, and pardon, peace, 
and heaven are thine. Soon the " bitter herbs" shall 
find their rightful place 09 you feed on the Lamli, 
Whose blood and grace has made you meet for glory. 
" For a sense of blood-bonght pardon 
Soon dissolves a heart of stone." 

Uklejlvened Bread completed the feast. Its 
mtaiang we find in 1 Uor. v. 8—" The unleavened 
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sincerity and truth." Leaven was not allowed 
rolling, far less to be eaten. It is a typo of 
always evil, only evil ; and of such evil as 
it gradually works in upon the believer defil- 
lestroying tho vitals of h\a Christian life. We 
be " leaven of malice and wickedness " (1 Cor. 
the leaven of the Pharisees' hypocrisy " (Luke 
" the leaven of the Sadducces — Rationalism" 
id. 6-12), and " the leaven of Herod — politics" 
iii. 15). If the believer allow or practice these 

can have no communion with Christ ; and 
. days like these when these leavening evils are 

allowed but gloried in, it becomes the saint to 
st he also be borne away on the current, 
ttitude, too, of the feasting ones is deeply sig- 
-** Thus shall ye eat it with your loins girded, 
es on your feet and your staff in your hand, 
hall eat it in haste, it is the Lord's passover." 
:iL 11.) 

fed on the tip-toe of expectation, waiting for 
tent that should bid them depart. They stood 
gers in a strange land, but their home was 
: them on the other side, 
t it were really so with all the Lord's redeemed 1 
I and strangers we are on earth, at legist so we 
it the looseness of our girdle ofttimes tells 
story. 

is not our home, for Jesus had no home on 
id yet the actions of many seem to say they 
) other. But ready or not the moment is at 
hen the Lord Himself shall descend with a 
nd the living together with the dead in Christ 
caught up to meet Him. Earth, so poor, shall 
)ehind» and we shall be at home. Haste, haste, 
Ajl J. R. 

LIN WORDS FOB YOUNQ 00N7EBTS. 

TH£ 0U&I8TIAN SERVANT— (DAN. VI.) 



[EL is a fine picture of what a Christian servant 
ight to be. There he was away down in Baby- 
' from the homo of his boyhood, serving an 
' master, and in the midst of ungodly fellow- 
I. But Daniel shone as a light amid the dark- 
e lived for God. Three times a-day — and that 
doubt as often as he could leave his duties — 
) away up to his chamber, and there dropped on 
M in prayer (Dan. vi 10). Would to God that 
stian young men in situations were like him ! 



How it would keep them fresh and bright for the 
Lord ; and how it would strengthen and sustain their 
souls to live and work for him ! Do you make it a 
fixed thing in your every-day life, young ^believer, to 
get some part of every day alone with God ! Do you 
seek like this young man, during your dinner hour, or 
when ever you can do it, to get a little while on your 
knees speaking to your heavenly Father? I'm afraid 
some forget to do this. You see them too often idling 
away their moments at the street comer. No wonder 
they get cold and become backsliders. All backdiding 
begins by neglecting prayer and meditation on the 
Word of God — the two grand sustainers of the life of 
God in the soul. 

Think, too, of Daniel's life and walk among men. 
He got a better situation than any of his fellow-servants, 
because an ** excellent spirit " was found in him. His 
godliness did not make him cross or selfish^ but the 
contrary. Do you manifest an "excellent spirit," 
young believer, among your fellew-servants 1 Docs 
your master or mistress see by your subjection, and 
wilingness to obey them, that you are really what you 
profess to be — a Christian 1 This is what ought to be 
— what God commands (Eph. vL 5-8 ; 1 Peter ii 18) 
— ^and what was seen in Daniel 

Look, too, at his walk and conduct They tried to 
find occasion against him — to pick a flaw in his cha- 
racter. They watched him closely, to see if they could 
challenge him for inconsistent conduct But did they 
manage 1 Ah, no ! Hear what the testimony is : 
<' They could find no occasion nor faulty forasmuch as 
he was faithful, neither was there any sbrob or fault 
found in him " (Dan. vL 4). Noble Daniel ! a son of 
God without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, truly was he. O that there were more 
like him : young men and women whose masters and 
mistresses should have to say — "They are faithful — 
they do as they are told>-they are truly Christians ". 
This is what is wanted — less of a loud profession, and 
more of the Daniel type of living and acting for God. 
This will commend the gospel, help on the Lord's work, 

and gain the Master's smile at that day. 

J. B. 



NOTICE. 

Mr. Geo. R Geddes has removed to 15 Dale Street, 
Buxton, where believers in the Lord Jesus who desire 
to meet in Hii name can have fellowship in "the 
breaking uf bread ". 
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SHADOWS OF OHSIBT. 
Pakt XIX 

THE CONSECRATION OF TI[E PRIESTHOOD. 
" IHI Bam of Cossecbation " Ei. XXXIX. 19-34. 

HAVING witncBMd the putting away of theirsins 
in the sin-offering, and their full acceptance 
before God in the bumt-offering, Aaron and his sons 
■re next ehown in the peace-offering or "ram of 
consecration," how they are made meet to worship, and 
serve, and hold communion with God. 

The ordinances of the sin-offering and bumt-offuring 
on this occasion, did not differ materially, if at al), 
from any other occasion on which any priest or 
Israelite sought so to approach God. Bat in connexion 
with the peace-offering the service assumes fully its 
special and indeed nnique consecration character, and 
is therefore at this point, peculiarly rich in its typical 
instmction to us. 

It is here that we aio shown not only that as sinnem 
we are justified, and that being justified we are accepted 
in the Beloved, but further that being accepted in Him, 
we are consecrated as a holy and a royal Priesthood to 
worship and to serve the living God. 

To this place of highest privil^e and blessing they 
are introduced only through the shedding of blood. 
" Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the 
head of the ram, then shalt thou kill the ram." 

Thus ai« we constantly reminded that whatever the 
^ory of the position into which we are called it is all 
of grace through the redemption that is iu Christ Jesus. 



Next, the blood of the ram was to be pnt upon the 
tip of the right ear of Aaron and upon the tips of the 
right ear of his sons, then upon the thumb of their 
right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot 

How plainly does this show that they were " not 
their own," but " bought with a price ". And in our 
case of whom all this is true in " substance " and not 
merely in " shadow," how cleariy does it point to the 
great truth that our bodies are redeemed by the blood 
of Christ for the service of God and for Him alone. 
As it is written, " Thou hast redeemed us to god by 
Thy blood," and again, " made kings and priests unto 
OOD ". Therefore to present this redeemed and con- 
secrated body to God as a living sacrifice, and to yield 
its members unto Him in obedience, is a " reasonable 
service ". To alienate its energies from His service — 
for the fulfilling of the will of the flesh — is to rob God 
of that to which He has the double right of creation 
and of redemption. Yet, how little is this species of 
robbery considered, or judged, or mourned over even 
by many whose consciences are easily aroused by the 
slightest breach of the righteous claims of fellow-men ! 
As the blood upon the ear, the hand, and the foot, for 
ever separated Aaron and his sons to the service of 
Jehovah — so in the sight of God is the believer now 
consecrated by the blood of Christ 

His ear is no longer his own to listen to any and 
every voice that calls, but is consecrated to God to hear 
His voice to have the " inner man " bsbioned and 
occupied by His thoughts and none else. 

Thus it was with our Lord Jesus the One whose 
consecration to God was ever maintained practically 
and in perfectness. " Ho wakeneth morning by mom- 
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ing, He wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learner " ;* 
therefore, because of his ear being given first and last 
and only to God, He also had the tongue of the 
learned and knew how to speak a word in season to 
the weary. (Is. 1. 4.) 

But this is an ago of "itching ears" and many 
calls. To sit at the feet of Jesus like Mary of old and 
hear His Word ; calmly and at leisure to listen to the 
bridegroom's voice till the soul is satisfied with His 
love, intelligent as to His will and full of purpose to 
obey — is what few attain to. 

Every device that Satan's ingenuity can plot, every 
entanglement that his skill can devise — is combined in 
a mighty network to prevent the believer from thus 
waiting upon God, without which, consecration may be 
talked of as a theory, but can never be manifested in 
the life. 

" He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit 
saith," is the Lord's own sevenfold exhortation to the 
churches. Well Ho knew that their ears had l)olied 
their consecration, and had been turned away from 
THE TRUTH. Hcuce the energy of His call ; for restora- 
tion could not otherwise bo effected. It was at the 
first by hearing that faith came (Rom. x. 17), and still 
it is by hearing and the Word of God, that communion 
with God is to be maintained. 

And here let a note of warning be sounded against 
the habit so easily acquired so needful to be watched 
against, of dealing with the Word of God apart from 
God Himself. To read the Scriptures merely for the 
instruction of the mind, to discuss them, to hear them 
expounded and to speak of them to others, while the 
heart and conscience is unexercised, while their search- 
ing power is unknown, their warnings and comforts 
alike unfelt in the soul, is not only a possibility, but 
alas ! a common experience as many are constrained to 
confess. 

The Bible is indeed a hook, in form like other books 
the work of man, but it is more than tliis, it is the 
Word of the living God and to those who wait on Him 
and receive His Spirit's ujinistry to their souls, it is 
nothing less than the voice of the Father and the Son. 
By it a living, present God is speaking to the under- 
standing and the heart. Let this be only believed and 
then what mighty transforming power would be the 
result of each precious occasion of such holy intercourse 
with God. 

• This ought more properly to read the "learner " than the 
"learned". 



When Moses after his forty days of communion witb 
God, descended from the mount, his face so shone with 
heavenly glory that Israel could not look thereon. He 
had himself beheld the glory of God and was changed 
into the likeness of that glory upon which he had 
looked. 

Even so is it now. "We all with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord." Such is the power of communion 
with God ; it is manifest to others, though as with 
Moses it may be unknown to oneselL ** He wist not 
that the skin of his face shone ! " Blessed unconscious- 
ness of the glory that rested on him. How unlike the 
miserable counterfeit of holiness so common in these 
days, that must needs declare its own perfection to 
those who all the while can only trace the lineaments 
of spiritual conceit 

But to return to the ram of consecration — ^the blood 
was also put upon the hand and the foot. Thus were 
the activities of the whole man shown to be redeemed 
and consecrated as well as the ear. 

That blood-marked hand was to be found in no 
occupation that was inconsistent with the wiU of Him 
for whom it was redeemed. So it was with the Lord 

« 

Jesus. His blessed hands were ever found "doing 
good ". 

So also was the foot of the priest to be found in the 
paths of the Lord. Consecrated by blood, every step 
was to be in harmony with the will of Jehovah. It 
might be that the path led "inside the vail** as a 
worshipper, or " outside the camp" to minister to the 
need of some defiled one, but, wherever led, mercy and 
truth must compass him about. 

Thus it was with Him whom we ought ever to 
consider, and who " left us an example that we should 
follow His steps " — as it is written, " I have refrained 
my feet from every evil way that I might keep Thy 
Word ". " The law of his God was in His heart, none 
of His steps did slide." (Pa cxix. 101. xxxvii 31.) 

And such ought indeed to be the life-service of the 
Christian now. Head, hand, and foot for God 1 An 
unreserved surrender of the whole redeemed man under 
the constraining power of the love of Christ. Nothing 
else is worthy of our high and holy calling. 

The blood was then to be sprinkled ux>on the altar 
round about. Not only put upon it, but "round 
about " it, for at that .altar they were to minister, and 
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bej approaclied it they must see bow the same 
at sanctified them for God's service, was con- 
under His eye as their title to draw near. ^ 
I the blood from the altar was then to be taken, 

it, of the anointing oil, the same which at the 
b; had been poured upon Aaron's head, and the 
d oil together were to be sprinkled upon Aaron 
ons, and also upon the garments of Aaron, and 

garments of his sons with him. 
1 had before been poured upon Aaron's head so 
tly that it ran down upon his beard, and went 

the skirts of his garments (Ps. cxxxiiL 2). 
ly noticed, in this he was alone, and so, a type 
>rd Jesus, God's anointed, to whom the Spirit 

given by measure, and in whom there was 
3 hinder the fulness either of the supply or 

)W. 

is sons, although not thus anointed, are yet 

t of the same most precious and fragrant 

\. Together with the blood of the consecra- 

1 it is sprinkled upon them, and upon their 

• 

vere their very garments to tell by their white- 

the blood, and by the oil, that they were a 
^ a redeemed, and an anointed family, 
mch are we who are in Christ, '^a chosen 
n, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pur- 
3ople. " (1 Pet. ii. 9) whose business is to shew 
our lives the virtues of Him who hath called 

darkness into His marvellous light 
^ery striking must have been the appearance of 
18 of Aaron ; their white linen garments all 
rith blood and oil ! 
^ould not hide the fact that they were identi- 

Aaron unless they covered or divested them- 
\ their priestly robes. Whoever saw them 
y " there goes a priest of the Lord "^ ; whoever 
ar to them would instantly perceive the 
I of the anointing, a smell only to be found 
ron the High Priest, and in the tabernacle of 

ntment was to be made like it in IsraeL 
oalty of being " cut off from his people " was 
lited. (Ex. XXX. 33.) Moreover it was not 
t upon ** a stranger ". !None but the chosen 
be priestly family were thus to be honoured. 
. this there is surely instruction for our 
[here is indeed an anointing which we h^ve 



received of Him (1 John ii. 27), " an Unction from the 
Holy One^" (ver. 20), that abides in the child of God. 
Given upon the ground of the blood-shedding of 
Jesus, snd therefore, though often grieved, remaining 
as the seal of God and the earnest of our inheritance 
until the day of redemption. (Eph. iv. 30 ; L 14.) 

And surely it is by the power of this anointing 
given in redemption grace that the garments — or to 
drop the figure — the outward and visible ways of the 
Christian are to be conformed to Christ, and to the 
character that befits our priestly calling. 

There was that in the ways of His servants of old 
which led those who observed them to take knowledge 
of them that they had been with Jesua, (Acts iv. 13.) 

And it is only through "being with Him" yet, 
through beholding His beauty, enjoying His love, 
drinking in His Spirit, that we can be empowered to 
shew forth His virtues. 

His virtues in us can only be manifested by His 
Spirit which dwelleth in us. Let Him be ungrieved, 
let His teaching be given heed to, let His comforting 
voice be heard and His sanctifying power be knawn, and 
then there will be in our ways a fragrance of Christ, a 
savour of the priestly anointing which will tell that we 
are one with Him. 

We shall not need to tell it, the fruit of the Spirit 

in our lives will declare, snently, yet unmistakably, 
like the fragrance of the priestly garments that we are 
the people of the Holy Place. 

And truly, if our garments be not sprinkled and 
hallowed as becometh our priestly consecration with 
the blood and with the oil, most surely will they be 
SPOTTED wUh the FLESH and with the WORLD. 
(Jas. L 27, Jude xxiii) 

In either character we must appear before men. 
Either as separated to God, or conformed to the world. 
May our ways be true to our consecration here, then 
shall we wsdk with Him in white, and be accounted 
worthy when He cornea. (Rev. iiL 4.) J. R C. 



SEBVIOE. 



" rilHERE is never entire calmness, or the absence of 
JL all haste and distraction, where we are not 
conscious that our strength is equal to our business^ 
whatever it may be, nor is there, when we are not 
equally conscious of integrity or righteousness in that 
business. The consciousness of both righteousness and 
strength is needed in order to fit the hand to do a deed, 
or the foot to take a step with entire e»ad" J. O. K 
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OBEDIENCE. 



I NOTICED lately that when the Captain of the little 
Steamboat, in which I was, wished the vessel to 
go faster or slower he spoke down through a tube to 
the engineer and at once the orders were obeyed ; so 
this led me to consider that God now in His Word 
speaks to us directing us in all things, while we are 
down here for His glor}' and our good ; and it is just 
as we obey Him implicitly that we are kept from the 
dangers of the way. The voice of the Captain was 
enough for the engineer though he saw him not, and 
faith in tlie Captain's skill to guide led him to obey at 
once ; the Engineer's place was just prompt obedience, 
and thus obeying, the responsibility lay with the 
Captain, but in disobedience, the responsibility lay 
with the Engineer. Then again the Engineer was 
responsible to see that as far as lay in his power, 
the fire, and water, and steam, &c., were in proper 
order, so that he could at once have the power of the 
engine at his command to be able to carry out the 
commands of the Captain ; also we see how much 
depends on the Engineer obeying orders exactly as given, 
seeing the vessel and those in it are exposed to danger 
should he act contrary. How important then it is for 
us to walk in the path of obedience ** As obedient 
children." (1 Pet. i. 14.) So will we enjoy the Father's 
love, for Jesus says, "He that hath my commandments 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love 
him and will manifest myself to him." (John xiv. 21.) 
Being thus in fellowship we will have power to be 
" followers of God as dear Children " (Eph. v. 1), and 
thus " prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God " (Rom. xii. 2). " Behold to obey 
is better than sacrifice ; and to hearken than the fat of 
rams ; for rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft and 
stubbomess as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected 
thee from being king." (1 Sam. xv. 22, 23.) Thus 
spake Samuel by the word of the Lord to Saul ; so we 
see what disobedience in that which may seem little 
in our eyes may lead to ; for the moment we step 
a^ide from the path of obedience we are on slippery 
ground and a prey to Satan. Saul who was so 
zealous for the Lord at the first that he put away 
those that had familiar spirits and the wizards out of 
the land (1 Sam. xxviii 3), goes from one step to 



another because of disobedience which " is as witch- 
craft " to seek help from the Witch of Endor and so 
falls into the very sin he was once so zealous against 
Disobedience in its essence is just lawlessness, or self 
will, and this is the characteristic of the Man of Sin 
yet to be manifested in the coming days of deep 
apostacy from God ; when men will be given over to 
believe the lie, " because they received not the love of 
the truth." (2 Thess. ii. 10.) We see from the Word 
the close connection between faith and obedience ; the 
path of faith is the path of obedience and blessing; 
while an evil heart of unbelief leads to our departing 
from tho living God and to hardness of heart; 
and unless grace prevent and restore, we know not 
to what length we may go bringing dishonour on the 
name of the Lord and misery upon ourselves. Oh, 
then, how important to watch and judge the first 
appearance of departure in heart from God'; what need 
of continual fellowship that we may be kept always 
lianging on Ood for guidance according to His ward in 
all things; that we may "walk worthy of the vocation" 
wherewith we are called ; that we " may be blameless 
and harmless ; the Sons of Grod without rebuke in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation " and shine as 
lights in the world " holding forth the Word of Life ". 
(Eph. iv. 1 andPhU. il 15-16.) 

W. G. S. 



EXPECTATION OF SUOOESS. 



I SAW two men in a boat, they were out examiniog 
their Lobster creels, they had been using the 
means ; now they were looking for results to crown their 
toil, nor did they look in vain. As fishers of men are 
we looking for present blessing 1 We ought And in fol- 
lowing Jesus truly, being sent by Him, we will be 
fishers of men ; sinners shall be converted and saints 
shall be edified; let us expect this. In P& v. 3, David 
says, " In the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up," and " They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy," (Ps. cxxvL 5). "What things 
soever ye desire when ye pray believe tliat ye receive 
them and ye shall have them." (Mark xL 24.) 

'* Once more the Gospel net we oaat, 
Do thou, O Lord, the effort orown ; 
We learn from disappointments past, 
To rest our hope on Thee alone." 



I 
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KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE. 



e who well knew how to measure true spiritual 
Dwth, the Corinthians were judged to be mere 
and as such, fit only to be fed with milk — 
" enriched in all utterance and all knowledge," 
►ming behind in no gift, waiting for the coming 
x)rd Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. i 2.) 
3 knowledge and gifts are no evidence of growth 
), and may be in abundant exercise where the 
tvould pronounce the verdict, " Ye are yet 

> 

io wo not in these days look too much to gifted 

specially to men who are enriched in all know- 

supposing in our ignorance that such are 

ily spiritual, and not babes, but men in Christ. 

how many are now led astray from the sim- 
hat is in Christ Jesus by this mistake ; following, 
ving without question, the advice of gifted 
, instead of being careful to test every opinion 
SVord of God alone ; and the more searchingly, 
s apparent and attractive their gifts may be. 
all things ; hold fast that which is good." 
»e gifted Corinthians, Paul says, "I determined 
r nothing among you, save Jesus Christ and 
icified." " I have fed you with milk and not 
»t : for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, 
fww are ye able" He rebukes the sectarian 
lat had been nurtured in this atmosphere of 
ge and gift, and shows in chapter xiii. what 

evidence of true progress, even the fruit of 

ideed, marvellous as it may seem, all utterance, 
ledge, the understanding of all mysteries — even 
, and religious devotedness unto poverty and 
nay exist. Still would the Spirit in Paul 
ge, that if there be not the love that embraces 
le membership of the one body, as shewn in 
:iL, there is nothing to evidence true spirituality; 
aone of the fruit that witnesses to maturity of 
life. 

i very solemn, very searching. It is the Word 
»ting all human pretensions by the touchstone 
vn likeness — for " God is love". 
: the seven churches to which Paul's epistles 
ssed, are selected for the special unfoldings of 
st counsels of the heart of Grod, viz., £phe8ians 
isians. 



Nothing is said of tlieir knowledge, or utterance, or 
other gifts. These may all have existed ; but tlicre is 
something "more excellent" to approve here; something 
that forms the Divine warrant to unfold all hidden 
counsels, and spread the table with strongest, richest 
meat — even " love to all saints" (Eph. L 15; CoL i. 4.) 

Nowhere else do we get this expression ; nor else- 
where do we find the Spirit so unfettered (as it were) ; 
ranging the heights and depths of the treasures of God 
to feast their enlarged hearts. 

Was this the "first love" that Ephesus had left 
when the Spirit said to that church, "I have soniewliat 
against thee" 1 " He that hath an ear, let him hear." 

But true to the mind of God, the Apostle would not 
act towards the Corinthians in such a spirit as they had 
shown among themselves. Very blessedly does he con- 
clude, " My love be with you all in Christ Jesus ". 
Not all that follow Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or that 
see this truth, or hold that principle ; but over in liis 
heart's affections maintaining the body of Christ 
unbroken, he can send no salutation of narrower bound 
than, " all in Chrid Jesus ". 



THE SIN OFFERING. 



Leviticus, IV. 27-35. 

Notes of au Address by Mr Tuos. Newberry, at Weston* 

Super-Mare, Juno 8, 1879. 

THE expression in ver. 27 "If any of the common 
people sin through ignorance," may be translated 
"If any of the people of the laud" There is no 
reference in the original to any distinction between the 
higher and the common people. The provision is alike 
for all, "high and low, rich and poor, together ". 

We have here to do with the question of Sin. In 
chapter L there was access to God; in chapter iii. 
Peace; here. Sin. 

The importance of all these parts of the Word arises 
from the fact that they present to us God's o"\vn 
thoughts, in His own divine foreshadowings, of the 
great atonement. The one great event which has 
marked the history of this earth on wliich we dwell, is 
the Work of the Cross. It was here, on this globe, in 
this portion of God's mighty universe, that the Cross 
was erected. At the coronation of the kings of England 
a globe, with a cross on it is placed in the hands of the 
Sovereign. Beautiful and significant symbol! Astro- 
nomically this planet is distinguished from all other& 
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Here, the Son of God gave Himself for sinners, and 
died upon the Cross. Such a light has God put on 
that Cross, that the shadow of it was cast back four 
thousand years, and reached in saving power to Eden ; 
and in these types of the Lord, we have now the full 
discovery of God's estimate of the person, and work, 
and sacrifice of His Son. Men may write or speak 
eloquently on the subject : but here, God speaks ; and 
here he tells out to us His thoughts. This gives to 
these chapters such immense importance. 

In the margin of ver. 27, the word is "the soul". 
" If the soul of any one of the people of the land sin 
through ignorance." It is the soul, on which the 
guilt of sin rests : the body is but the instrument. 

" Sin through ignorance'* What depth of meaning 
and warning is here ! Well might the Psalmist say, 
"Who can understand his errors 1 Cleanse Thou me 
from secret faults." And well may we take up his prayer, 
" Search me, God, and know my heart ; try me, and 
know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me ; and lead me in the way everlasting ". 
(Psalm cxxxix.) Sin is sin, whether we know it or 
not. Man's knowledge has to do ^vith transgression. * 
There is no ignorance of man's sin on God's part : and 
Ho is the person concerned. It has been truly said, 
that there can be no little sin against a great God. Sin 
is lawlessness, insubjection, and insubordination of the 
will : and so the Lord in that prayer given to his 
disciples said, " Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven." What makes heaven such a matchless place] 
Why is it sinless 1 Because there is but one will there ; 
no insubjection. Man has a will of his own down 
here ; and that is the root of sin. It is a jar in the 
universal concord. 

The soul here is spoken of as doing "somewhat 
against any of the commandments of the Lord, con- 
cerning things which ought not to be done," and so 
being "guilty". Thus there is ignorance concerning 
the commandments of God. In fact, there is Scripture 
for every thing if we have eyes and hearts to discern 
it. We may not know it ; but it is there in the book. 
Not lack of light in the Word, but lack of knowledge 
in us, leads to sin : and it is sin, not the lack of divine 
light, which casts its dark shadow on the world. 
" Your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God : and your sins have hid His face from you that 
He will not hear." (Isa. lis. 2.) 
' ''Or if it come io his knowledge." The diatinction 



may not be obvious ; but it is real. Perhaps, in the 
one case, ignorance of the precept is supposed : and in 
the other, there was knowledge of the precept but 
forgetfulness of it, or transgression of it from inad- 
vertance. In either case, consciousness of sin arises in 
the soul. Thus the Spirit convinces of sin. It is 
part of His work : and when thus He reveals to ub the 
true character of what we have done, how different it 
all appears! Oh, I thought there was no harm in that! 
" But now mine eye seeth. " The light shines in its reveal- 
ing power ; and I see not this or that sin only, but the 
true character of my whole life. "Behold, I am vile!" 
So it was at Pentecost. They were pricked in their 
hearts and said. Men and brethren, what shall we 
dol 

There is mercy with God, that He may be feared; 
provision for sin which clouds communion, and for 
guilt which lies heavy on the conscience. He meets 
the cry of the publician, " God, be propitiated to me, 
the sinner ! " And the answer is herei If a soul sin 
then he shall bring his offering; not wait till he is 
better ; not wait till he can find something he thinks 
better to offer. No ; 

" Just as I am, and waiting not 
To cleanse my soul from one foul blot»" 

It is God who speaks ; speaks from the propitiatoiy, 
the Mercy-Seat ; for there is no break in the continuity 
between Exodus and Leviticus. Leviticus begins with 
the conjunction " and ". " Jehovah called unto Moses 
and spake 'unto him out of the tabernacle of the 
congregation." God says, he shall bring this offering. 
It is the Holy One who prescribes the way of approach; 
He who alone can measure sin. It is He, whose voice 
directs us to the proper offering. And for sin, He 
points here, in the goat, to the offering which speaks of 
Him who was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
made sin for us. A female is prescribed; speaking, 
not as the male does, of active transgression^ but of sin 
in the nature ; and so it meets the case alike of the 
infant of days, and of the oldest sinner. 

Then this divine ritual proceeds : " And he shall 
lay his hand on the head of the sin-offering". There 
must be appropriation ; and more than that, — ^identifi* 

cation. 

" My faith would lay her h«id 
On that dear head of Thine." 

So with Simeon, as he clasped the babe in his aims : 
" Now Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
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mine eyes have seen thy salvation." There is only 
J irord for sin, and sin-offering. The offering is 
ntified "with the sin : He was made sin for us, that 

might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

> took tke sinner*s place ; and the sinner is identified 
h. Him ; and with Him the sinner died. 

" He shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin- 
)ring ; and shall slay the sin-offering in the place of 

> bumt^ffering." (ver. 29.) In that place only; 
tie, where the ascending offering speaks of the 
rotedness of the Beloved One, offering Himself to 
His Father's will. And not slaying the victim by 
)uty. " Ye " said Stephen to all the whole council, 
^e have now been the betrayers and murderers." 
:tB yii 52.) The Roman soldiers drove the nails 
I pierced the side : but ye were the murderers. It 
they who see how their sin crucified the Lord of 
ly, who share the benefits of this forshadowed 
tth. 

*• Ye with wicked hands took Him and crucified Him ;" 
i so we say — " Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 
! God," then can we go on to say, "My mouth 
ill show forth thy praise." It will be Israel's 
igaage by and by. It is ours now. First, their cry 
s, " His blood be on us, and on our children : " 
1 the wrath came. But that blood will be on them 
another way ; a fountain opened in answer to the 
^, with which He met their shouts of Crucify: 
rather, forgive them, for they know not what they 
," The sinners in Jerusalem at Pentecost tasted the 
it swellings of that life giving stream. 
'' And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with 
I finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of 
mt-offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof 
the bottom or foundation of the altar. '* It was put 
it on the altar with the finger, north, south, east, and 
st. The finger pointed to the blood; fixed attention 
it ; called on all men everywhere to see it. So we 
iach the Gospel to every creature. 
But the priest did it : and we act in priestly service 
w, as the sons of Aaron, in all our privileges, in the 
le tabernacle, " by reason of the anointing ". 
All the blood was poured out at the foundation of 
» altar. Blessed truth ! It has a voice there and 
3aks better things than the blood of Abel. When 
J Antitype was pierced, forthwith came forth the 
lod; and the life is in the blood. "I have given it 
yon upon the altar to make an atonement for your 



souls." (Levit. xvii) An altar without blood, is an 
altar without atoning power. Tlie foundation of the 
grace of the sin pardoning God, is the blood which He 
has provided. It is poured out at the foundation of 
the altar. 

Then, all the fat was taken away, as from the peace- 
offerings, and burned by the priest upon the altar, for 
a sweet savour to Jehovah and then as to the sin, " it 
shall be forgiven him" (ver. 31.) There were two 
great questions to be settled : How can a man be just 
with God ! and the deeper one, How can God be just 
in justifying the ungodly ! The complete answer is in 
the fat burned on the altar, a sweet savour ; or, as it is 
translated in the margin of Genesis viii., " a savour of 
re^^." Every perfection of His nature is satisfied. He 
has made the provision; He, who alone knew the depth 
of need to be met, and the inherent glory and value of 
the Substitute. Thus He can appoint all the circum- 
stances of the type. 1. Bring an offering. 2. Lay the 
hand on it. 3. Slay it. 4. Take the blood, sprinkle, 
and pour it out. 5. Take the fat. 6. Burn it. 7. 
The priest shall make atonement. So can he add 
" And it shall be forgiven him." The word shall here 
has a special force. It is imperative, positive, decisive. 

It shall be forgiven him. This is the word of the holy 

sin-hating sin-avenging God : and on the security of 

this solemn pledge, the sinner may draw near. 

Have you, who hear, laid your hand on the head of 

the sin-offering 1 On this ground, you can be accepted. 

God ia now faithful and just to forgiva He has 

opened up the way ; and He describes it in full to us, 

in these wondrous types. 

M. W. 



THE ASHES OF THE BED HEIFEB. 



THE Lord here reveals the character of uncleanness 
for which this provision is made : it is not the 
radical uncleanness of a dead man, but the contracted 
uncleanness of a living man because of touching that 
which is dead or connected with the dead. " He that 
touchcth tlio dead body of any man shall be unclean 
seven days." 

Death being the consequence of sin, the dead 
in sin become a source of uncleanness. With us 
now the living are they who live by the faith of the 
Son of God. (Gal. ii. 20). " The hour now is when 
the dead hear the voice of the Son of God and 
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live " (see John v. 24 — 26). " Tliis is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath life ; and he 
ihat hath not the Son of God hath not life ". (1 John v. 
11 — 12). In the discernment of him that is spirit- 
ual, he should have communion with God as to the 
condition of those around him, as alive or dead, judg- 
ing all things according to their relationship to Christ 
It is not only outside ourselves, in reference to other 
people, that this is so, but also with respect to the flesh in 
ourselves, as says the Apostle, " Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death (or, from tliis body of 
death) ". It was to cleanse from the uncleanness of 
of this unclean association that the water of separation 
was provided. " He shall purify himself with it on 
the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be 
clean." 

God has graciously made provision for cleansing us 
from all uncleanness, but he has made none at all for 
allowing us to continue in it. " If he purify not himself 
the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean. 
Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is 
dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of 
the Lord ; and that soul shall be cut oflf from Israel ; be- 
cause the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him; 
he shall be unclean : his uncleanness is yet upon him." 

In reference to the day of atonement (Lev. xvi.) 
there is nothing said about three days, or seven days, 
but "ow that day shall the priest make an atone- 
ment for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean 
from all your sins before the Lord ". (Lev. xvi. 30.) 

In this was a type of the one offering of Christ, by 
which He hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified. (See Heb. x.) The sinner who is found in a lost 
state, is by the one offering of Christ at once and for 
ever saved through faith in Him. In the water of 
separation is the type of the manner of our cleansing 
from the uncleanness by which the living are affected 
by the dead ; and this has its course as marked by the 
seven days ; and that the uncleanness is not allowed to 
prevail is marked by the third day. 

The blood was never brought twice in the year into 
the most holy place, but the water of separation was 
sprinkled as often as there was uncleanness from touch- 
ing the dead body of a man. In this latter is a type 
of the present cleansing of those that are Christ's own ; 
i(3T no uncleanness at all is passed over. We must be 
cleansed from the uncleanness of touching the dead, 



as well as from the uncleanness of death itself ; for in 
this we once were. But in all this the saints are kept 
in unshaken confidence. Righteous confidence is | 
maintained : the present joy of communion may be | 
hindered, while the absence of it is mourned oyer ' 
before God ; but his promise is that it shall be lestoied. \ 

This is shown out in Num. ix. in connection with 
the uncleanness of touching the dead body of a man. 
" And there were certain men who were defiled by the 
dead body of a man, that they could not keep the 
passover on that day : and they came before Moses and 
Aaron on that day : and those men said unto him. We 
are defiled by the dead body of a man : wherefore are 
we kept back, that we may not offer an offenng of the 
Lord in his appointed season among the children of 
Israel 1 And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I 
will hear what the Lord will command concerning you. 
And the Lord spake unto Moses saying. Speak onto 
the children of Israel, saying, H any man of you or 
of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a dead 
body, or be on a journey afar off", yet he shall keep the 
passover unto the Lord. The fourteenth day of the 
second month, at even, they shall keep it." Here we see 
that though present fellowship with their brethren was 
hindered, yet there was no casting oflf, or the least sense 
of it, but only a little patient waiting, and then they 
had their enjoyment too. It is important in all this to 
see that these men mourned over the condition they 
were in because of being defiled by the dead body of a 
man, for their desire was to keep the passover unto the 
Lord, and for them a gracious answer came,* but at the 
same time the Lord pronounced the judgment of those 
who despised his passover, and cared not to keep the 
feast (see verse 13).' "^ 

In the feast of the passover was the witness of the 
difference which the Lord put between the children of 
Israel and the Egyptians: the destroyer was not 
suffered to come into the houses of the Israelites to 
smite them : but among the Egyptians there was not 
an house where there was not one dead. There was 
much connexion between the dead body of a man and 

• We further see the care of the Lord for those who in the ooii« 
sciousness that commuuion was hindered, xnoomed over it, and 
laid their case before the Lord. He told them that they should 
keep the passover on t\iQ fourUcivUi day of the second months and it 
was on the twentieth day of that second month that the cloud 
was taken up, and that the children^of Israel took their jottmeyi 
(Num. 3c 11): this just allowed seven days for those who kept 
the passover in the second month : thus the Lord in his paticnct 
waited on them that all might go forward in blMUOg togvthtf. 
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ondition of tho Egyptians on that night, but none 
between it and the condition of the Israelites. 
3 was no communion between touching the dead 
of a man and keeping the passover : in the one 
m the wages of sin, but in the other the gift of 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because we are 
ivened, we are to put leaven away (1 Cor. v. 7), 
because we are alive unto God, we must rise from 
ig the dead 

aces, as well as people, may, in their associations, 
ne affected by the dead, and thus become a cause 
Qcleanness. " This is the law when a man dieth 
tent ; all that come into the tent, and all that is in 
ent^ shall be unclean seven days. And every open 
il, which hath no covering bound upon it, is 
)an.'' A tejit is a place of sojourn and repose for 
living, and the dead should not be there. The 
) proper to those who are alive unto God, should 
r have within it the presence of the dead. The 
e of God is the church of the living God ; and 
1 any within it give up the Son of God (for other- 
they would not die), they who live by Him must 
leansed from the uncleanness of the presence of 
. In the man that died in the tent, there is a 
ess to the dominion of sin in him, and because of 
iation with him, as in the same tent, uncleanness 
ntracted, and therefore the witness and power of 
judgment of sin in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
st is needed here, for this is the way of life and of 
ng from sin. " I am crucified with Christ, never- 
188 / live.** "Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
red for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
the same mind : for he that hath suffered in the 
hath ceased from sin." 

lien looked at in the aspect of vessels as receiving 
containing, uncleanness is contracted if we are 
ihat up against the entrance of evil. 
he open fields Bie also a place where uncleanness 
be contracted. There is a difference between the 
imstance of the tent and of the open fields : the 
in the tent dies but the man in the open fields is 
: wUh the sword ; for the world is the place of 
ive judgment. They who are alive unto God, can 
no part with those that lie under his righteous 
ment. There is also a difference between the tent 
the open fields, as to the cause of uncleanness. 
le tent yon are indentified with what is there ; and 
u are in the tent when or where one dies, then you 



become unclean ; but in the open fields you are not 
unclean unless you touch a dead body. In the world 
where the dead are, we are clean while separated from 
them ; but in the church — the place for the living alone 
— the presence of the dead affects those that are there. 
(1 Cor. V. 9 — 13.) In the open fields of this wide 
world, where the name of Christ is renounced by many, 
we may walk in separation from such and be clean ; 
but in the church, when the name of Christ is despised 
by any, then all are affected thereby : one dies in the 
place where all should be alive, and in the enjoyment 
of fellowship in life : sin thus reigns in the individual 
who dies in the place where grace should be found 
reigning through righteousness unto eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord : when this is so, the place and all 
in it must be purified by the cleansing Word, and by the 
Spirit of life that testifies to the judgment of sin in the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Another cause of uncleanness is the bone of a man. 
We should not only keep separate from those whom 
God has taught us to estimate as dead, but also from 
such relics as connect themselves with the persons of 
the dead :* all remaining associations partake of their 
uncleanness. In this there ia great need of circumspec- 
tion, the bone of a man may not be so easily discerned 
as his dead body; and so after separation from the 
dead themselves, we need also to separate from that 
which remains of them. We should take heed that we 
do not allow those remaining associations which God 
has forbidden, as rendering us unclean. 

A grave also renders him unclean who touches it. 
A grave is the place of the dead. The grave ia 
opposed to the tent : you may be in the tent without 
uncleanness unless the dead are there ; but you cannot 
touch a grave without uncleanness, because the dead 
must be there. It is important for us to distinguish 
between the place proper to those who live by the faith 
of the Son of God, and the place only proper to those 
who are dead in sins. 

In all this the saints are called into a very holy sepa- 
ration from those that know not Christ. '' Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers : for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 

^ In £z. xxxix. the connection is marked between the bone of 
a man and his dead body ; after the bnryiug of Gog and all his 
multitude, the passengers that passed through the land, when 
they saw a man's bone, were to set up a sign by it, till the 
buriers had buried it in the valley of Hamongpg. 
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and what communion hath light with darkness ] and 
what concord hath Christ with Belial 1 or what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel (an unbeliever) 1 
and what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols 1 for ye are the temple of the living God; as 
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them ; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing : and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty." 

^ T. T. 

BB8T0BATI0N. 

By J. G. B. 

GOD*S grace In restoring gets the greatest victory 
over the enemy. When the conscience is soiled, 
and carries with it the remembrance of sin, then to be 
able to cast oneself still on the unfailing love of God — 
this is victory of the highest order. It shone in Peter, 
when, in spite of his recent denial, he could throw him- 
self into the sea to meet the Lord alone. And in the 
23rd Psalm (as one has observed) the soul is restored 
before it walks again in righteousness. The value of 
that is this — ^that there is a natural tendency in the 
heart to reach restoration through a renewed walk in 
righteousness. But this shews that the Divine way 
rather is to walk in righteousness through conscious 
restoration by simple faith in God : this is comforting, 
and if you consider for a moment, restoration will, in one 
way, appear more glorious than redemption, for restora- 
tion is the grace that meets the sin of the soul in hav- 
ing slighted redemption. And, indeed, such grace is 
blessed. 

It was restoration grace that shone in Jacob at 
Bethel. It was the brightest light that ever visited 
him. He had been an elect one before — the elder was 
to serve the younger ; but all that grace he had wronged, 
and had taken his own selfish and crafty policy and 
was gathering the fruit of it at Luz. There, however, 
the restoring grace of God meets him, and turns Luz 
into BetheL 

Leviticus is a hook of restorations; the various 
provisions made by grace for trespasses and taints, 
and the abiding unchanging quality of God's love 
is the warrant for the soul applying this restoring virtue 



to itself, when it meets it — ^for Crod is love^ not uxu 
love merely. 

We have a glorious display of God as a restorer 
in the history of Israel in the wilderness. Their 
journey there may be separated into three prin- 
cipal divisions. First, from Ilgyyt to Sinai (Exodus 
xii., xviiL) ; second, during their sojourning at Sinai 
(Exodus xix., Numbers x.) ; third, from Sinai to 
Canaan (Numbers x., Joshua iv.) and in each of these 
restoration shines gloriously. 

First, they have been redeemed, but fears and 
murmurings mark their spirit, and the glory in its 
cloudy resting place is disturbed by them. But' the 
grace of God their Saviour is triumphant, and thej 
meet at the Mount, according to promise, and all i& 
glory there. Secondly, they had put them^veB 
under law, but they forfeit all blessing from their 
own works ; the golden calf witnesses their tremendous 
and complete apostacy. But the golden sanctuary 
comes to tell again of grace and salvation, and as 
a repentant and restored people they move onward 
in the light of the Lord. Third, they murmur and 
rebel again, from the highest to the lowest of them 
almost all fail. Moses, Aaron, Miriam, and all the con- 
gregation, in their turn, come short of the glory of God. 
They despise the pleasant land, they speak evil of 
dignities, gainsaying Christ in His kingly and priestly 
shadows. They trespass in Baal-peor and murmur 
again and again. But onward they go, Edom and 
Arad, Sihon and Og learn that the Lord is with them. 
Balaam and Balak are taught that God did not see 
iniquity in them, and the sword of Joshua finished tiie 
mercy to this once-redeemed and oft-restored people. 

The restoration may not indeed be in the same mani- 
festation of glory as the first redemption was. Egypt 
and Pharaoh may be the scene of God's arm more 
magnificiently outstretched for Israel than Balaam and 
the plains of Moab ; but the same arm was as effective 
at the last as at the first. God pleads with Pharaoh 
for Israel hj plagues^ but he pleads with Bcdakhjem' 
founding all the devices of Balaam. Israel goes out 
of Egypt with great honour when Pharaoh ftiUs. land 
rests in his tents unconscious of danger when Balak 
is disappointed. The one was . more in tlie show of 
greatness and glory, but the other was as effectual and i 
certain. Thus Israel enters Canaan knowing the Loid J 
as a Restorer as well as a Redeemer^ As we enter otic 
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glory having known Christ as a Priest as well as a 
Victim, 

I might add that after the journey through the 
wHdemess ends in Canaan, the hook of Judges comes 
to rehearse again the restoring grace of God. It 
might be called the " hook of restorers ". Samuel was 
a great restorer, and Ebenezer is not the sign of 
redemption so properly as of restoration. The prophets 
were a line of restorers, and, in the history of Elijah, 
we see for a moment the power of restoration (1 Kings 
xviiL) John the Baptist came to cast up as 
the restorer of paths to dwell in. And Jesus is 
Redeemer^ Restorer, Preserver to the end. He was 
and is, and is to come, for the need and the joy of His 
people. And the soul learns the same lesson by restora- 
tion that it did by redemption. It is like the refresh- 
ing of the first love, and consequently the first joy. 
Thus the Lord is seen to be everything as He was at 
the first. 

Hannah's song is the blessed experience of the 

8onl having learned this in a day of restoring grace 

and power. 

Restoration is thus very glorious in grace. Eedemp- 

tion waa the remedy for the ruin of creation, restoration 
is the remedy for the soul's slighting of redemption. 

At Corinth we learn something about restoration 
that is much to be observed, in the 1st epistle 
the saints there are rebuked by the apostle for not 
mourning when they ought to have mourned (1 Cor. v. 2), 
but this rebuke appears to have operated on their souls 
so powerfully (2 Cor. vii.) that the apostle began to 
fear, lest as they had previously erred in not mourning 
at all they might now err in mourning too much (2 Cor. 
IL), and he tells us plainly that Satan could take ad- 
vantage of the latter error as well as of the former ; for 

he prevails by either making the soul indifferent to sin 
or overwhelming it with a sense of sin. So that it 
now became the care and the duty of Paul, as the 
pastor of the church at Corinth, to bring in his con- 
solations and restorings, as before he had been rebuk- 
ing and awakenihg. And it is exceedingly blessed to 
see this, that it is as much a desire of Satan to over- 
whelm the soul with a sense of sin, as to lead the 
soul into indifference about it. For the Lord takes 
a way as distinct from the one as the other He quickens 
our sense of sin and provides a remedy for it likewise. 

OONPESSION OF SINS. 



Irs a grand thing to keep short accounts with God — 
I mean in the confession of sin to Him as our 



Father. It is our privilege, sure enough, to walk in 
the light, in unbroken communion with Him, abiding 
in Christ ; and whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not 
(1. John iii. 6). But we do not always so abide "for 
in many things we offend all ". (James iii. 2). What 
then is to be done when a child of God sins ? Does he 
cease to be a child 1 or is he just to go on as if nothing 
had happened] Neither, The Father says, "If we 
confess our sins. He is faitlif ul and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness ". (1 
John i. 9.) This is the remedy for a failing child— 
" confess your sins, ; " not merely say, " Father, forgive 
me," but confess. Brag the sin out into the light — lay 
your finger on the black spot, and tell your Father 
exactly what you've been doing. Don't muffle the 
confession. It's a humbling thing, no doubt, to go 
over the sad story to a Father, but that's what it is 
meant you should do; and crying, "Father forgive me," 
is a much easier way of disposing of the thing, but not 
God's way at alL Then another important point is, 
confess at once. Whenever your sin comes to your 
knowledge, make a clean breast of it j and if you don't, 
the load will get heavier and the dovd darker, until 
at last you'll not know your whereabouts at alL Your 
conscience defiled and hardened, your communion with 
God broken, you will wander away further from God, 
till either a fall into open sin, or the stroke of a Father's 
rod, wake you up to consciousness. 

Many believers are like a clock that is " wound up " 
only once a day. They keep up all their sins till bed 
time, and then in a general way bundle them all to* 
gether, and tell God how had they've been all day, and 
ask His forgiveness. * The programme for next night is 
the same, and so on. It is needless to say that such 
people don't know communion with God. They live 
always in a hazy atmosphere ; and their conscience not 
being very keen, no wonder that their life is not very 
straight. 

Young believer, wherever you are — in the shop, the 
factory, the kitchen, or on the street — the moment you 
faD, confess to your Father — keep a conscience tender 
as the apple of the eye ; and thus walking in the light, 
you will easily see the shadow of a cloud, and you'll be 
in God's mind about what sin is. He is " feithful " 
and "just" to forgive you. Faitlif vl, because He has 
said it ; just, for the blood has been shed \ and you 
must just believe it, as you did at firsts without "/eeZ-> 
inQs^' or " waiting for a change ". J. R, 
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THE blessed theme of GRACE is stiU the subject 
with Paul in this chapter. In ch. iii. we have it 
in its extent, ** onto all," and this after man's ruin and 
need are most folly established. "There is none 
righteous, no not one/' "All the world is become 
guilty before God ". It is upon truths such as these 
that Grace Aqws in as a flood. " The righteousness of 
Ood" is for sinnebs, and is "upon cdl them that 
believe, for there is no difference, for aU have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God ". 

Can anything disturb this blessed principle of grace 
and unsettle the creature once in it f This question is 
answered in the 4th chap. Grace may be unquestion- 
ably established with sinners, but is it to be altered 
with saints when they have brought forth the fruits of 
faith in obedience? Does their obedience affect the 
grace that first blessed them ? Is it to form any part 
as a foundation for their security and future blessedness 
before God ? This is a most important question, and 
proposed by Divine Wisdom who knew the deceitful- 
ness of the natural heart, and the wily suggestions of 
Satan in opposing the blessed principle of grace in this 
respect ; thus giving credit to the creature, and disturb- 
ing the minds and ^consciences of the lambs of Christ's 
fold. 

The doctrine of non-final preservation of the 
saints is taught where it is entertained that the 
principle of grace is disturbed, and the creature 
(though as a sinner, pardoned and righteous through 
grace), liable to relapse again into a condition of guilt 
because his looked-for obedience "has failed to secure 
him in the condition into which grace first brought 
him. 

This doctrine in its present prevalence — ^in the 
very effects even which it produces in the minds of 
weak Christians, and the dishonour it casts upon the 
ways of Grod's dealing — ^makes the consideration of our 
question of much importance, as it either establishes or 
refutes this error. 

And it is one of great delight to the children of 
God to see answered in the divine scriptures of truth, 
and to view therein the riches of that grace which 
not only begins, but establishes the soul for ever in 
changeless security in the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Then we shall see that we rest on a sure 
foundation, and enjoy the quietness of such blessed 



security. Grace shall thoroughly establish th 
and all our services will be sweetened with 1 
rested in and eigoyed. Then we shall ha 
ideas of Divine Love and Divine Grace, in the 
tion of what they have done for us freely and 
Grace is only esteemed precious when our heai 
know its work and profit. Our need will lead 
when understood by the light and teaching 
Spirit of Truth. Grace meets all my need i 
its supplies are commensurate with my being 
grace sets aside the disquiet and anxieties of 
about its eternal welfare. It is grace " unto 
life," and this gives " everlasting consolation ". 

This grace is the subject of the chapter b 
Every truth here brought out exhibits and esl 
it to our comfort. Abiding grace, its characte 
makes it worthy of the name, and suitable to c 
lasting welfare indeed. The chapter comme: 
questioning the results of Abraham's faith 
bearing upon his position in grace. " What 
say therefore that Abraham our father, as perta 
the flesh, hath found ? For if Abraham were 
by works he hath whereof to glory, but no 
God." " What saith the Scripture ? Abraham 
God, and it was imputed to him for rightec 
The question (" was he justified by works?"), rci 
Abraham when already justified and wall 
obedience, and the answer (" not before Grod " 
its object. Grace was still the ground he had 
upon as a saint, not his works. It shows that 
was first justified by, that he stood in for ever 
faith in the word of God. 

Abraham's works had not at all disturbed 1 
tion in grace. He needed the same shelter 1 
before, in the righteousness of faith. In aU 
did he could not glory before God. This lea 
first ground untouched, and so we get the wa 
his establishment in blessing for ever. For 
obedience could do nothing towards changi 
ground of his blessing before God, his failui 
tainly could not, for grace was his title to bJ 
and grace ever militates against what is c 
to it in us — t,e,, sin. God saw sin in Abral 
much when an obedient saint as when ho wat 
ner, otherwise Abraham would not be obliged 
his first ground of faith to maintain righte 
before God. 
The principle of faith in God through whict 
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eived blessing, leads us on to the principle 
in which God was dealing with him, " Now 
hat worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace 
debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
b on Him that justifieth the ungodly^ his 
counted for righteousness." So faith implies 
cid grace presupposes sin. Therefore Abraham 
tupying this position of faith, when a saint in 
30 is shewn to be as much without a ground of 
ice in himself or his works, as when he first 
[, still a sinner justified freely by grace. 
f we follow on the chapter we learn the work 
), and discover the character of the object on 
t is bestowed to be a Sinner, " Blessed is the 
lose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sin is 
." Here we learn the work of grace, forgiving 
33 and covering sin ; and the sinner's character 
;he subject of it — iniquitous and sinful. Such 
)raham's character, such the grace of God 
him, aye, even when acting in obedience in the 
)f faith, as well as in failure, and in failure as 
in obedience. 

we perceive the fixed principle of grace out o| 
lothing could displace Abraham. Neither his 
ce, nor his evil actions of unbelief could do it. 
! not all the children of Abraham objects of the 
ace ? Can God adopt another way of dealing 
ners from that in which he dealt with Abraham? 
ese things were written for our instruction and 
, for we are told " Now it was not written for 
alone that it was imputed unto him, but for 
3, to whom it shall be imputed if we believe on 
at raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead ". 
then the fixed principle of grace for our own 
ilso, out of which nothing can displace us. 
deed we have a sure anchor fast bound on a 
which God Himself is the strength* All in us 
kke, but this grace is as immovable as Himself. 
» from first to last — faith from beginning to 
od never saves a soul and then places it under 
ns for final perseverance. No ; the first action 
in God is the final one ; 'tis grace thioughout, 
ithout works. As God begins so He ends, 
ce is not diminished after we believe. Our 
f which led God so to deal with us in grace, 
believing still remains in our personal un- 
3ss. Therefore the principle of blessing (grace), 
medium constituted of Qod to know it (faith), 



remain unchanged in all circumstances. Thug we 
perceive our security against judgment and condemna- 
tion, and learn grace in its true bearing, humbling us, 
yet preserving us. 

Some people talk about conditional salvation, making 
good works and a continuance of faith the conditions. 
Such, I cannot but think, are ignorant of justifying 
grace. The ungodly are the exclusive objects of it. 
And can they know themselves to be such, and still 
believe in conditional salvation? 

Grace acts towards sinners without worka Its free- 
dom of dispensation is based upon sin and unworthi- 
ness in us ; and the assumption of merit is an 
obstacle opposed to it, and proves such to be altoge- 
ther without it. As to faith being the condition for 
final preservation, this too is to deny grace, the action 
of God in justification, and to give undue credit to 
the poor, lost, impotent creature. Does not this 
notion savour of hatred to the free grace of God, where, 
in a party of olily two, the weaker, the altogether 
helpless unworthy one, should be so prominently 
looked at as the security of so important an object as 
Eternal Salvation? All staked on hia faith as his 
own voluntary action, and the " God of all grace " 
robbed of His due honour as the God of Faith ! Such 
persons cut the grace of our Happy God short, and 
see it not in the glorious workings of its power, bring- 
ing salvation to the lost, bringing them under its dom- 
inion and protection, triumphing over them as a spoil 
taken from the strong, and made the very inheritance 
of God for ever (£ph. L) 

Such are blind to the force of grace breaking down 
veiy barrier, bounding over every obstacle, until it 
reaches the sinner, and plants and preserves him in 
Christ for ever. Such do not see the subordinate 
relation of faith to the free antecedent justifying act 
of grace in God, which bnngeth salvation and not 
faith. Faith is but the reception of it, on the 
principle upon which God bestows salvation, but 
neither the cause nor the security of it. This entirely 
exists in God's faithfulness to its price paid in the blood 
of Jesus. It becomes a matter of faithfulness in God 
to bestow this salvation for the price- paid for it, as it 
was a matter of His grace to plan and execute it with- 
out the concurrence of the creature on whose behalf it 
was designed. Such persons see not that salvation 
is the act of God, and not the work of faith, though 
faith is necessarily exercised as the constituted medium 
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of its reception, unavoidably brought into action upon 
the principle of grace. 

Salvation by grace can only be salvation through 
faith. If by grace, as the divine principle of its 
bestowment, it cannot be by faith cvnditionaUy on 
the opposite principle of works. What procures salvar 
tion secures it : faith does neither. The grace of God 
bringeth salvation and secures it. Faith is an action 
of the soul accessory to its reception and enjoyment. 
The truth of God — His holiness, His righteousness, 
His grace, and the blood shedding of Jesus upon the 
cross are united together in the plan, execution, 
bestowment and security of the sinner's salvation. 
Faith is subsequent to the antecedent salvation which 
the work of Jesus effected, which it receives and 
enjoys after God makes it known to the soul by the 
Spirit. His grace calls sinners from a state of aliena- 
tion, guilt and condemnation, brings them nigh to 
Himself, having justified them, places them in coven- 
ant relationship and security to Himself, makes 
promises to them. All this is done in grace. 

So grace found Abraham in uncircumcision. This 
was a condition of sin and alienation. In that state 
grace justified him. Circumcision was but the witness 
of it, being a seal of the righteousness of the faith which 
he already had. Now as uncircumcision is a state of sin 
and alienation from God, so circumcision of the heart is 
a state of acceptance, and righteousness, and covenant 
relationship to Him. Grace found Abraham in, and 
brought him out of the one into the other ; and his 
security of abiding in it was on the very same ground 
by which God brought him out of the former condition 
of nature. He did it by circumcision which typifies 
the work of the cross, and testifies to the righteousness 
of God as well as to His grace. 

The cross is the power of God unto salvation, and is 
our security in it It is a witness of sin in us by nature, 
but of sin judged and passed away. So therefore it is 
the seal of righteousness to all that believe, as circum- 
cision was to Abraham. Here we see grace reigning 
through righteousness. Grace the stream, righteous- 
ness the channel; justification flowing down the stream 
from God to the ungodly, and righteousness conducting 
it to us, as ours by purchase through the blood of the 
Lamb, The cross is the witness of the righteousness 
we have by faith, as it is of sin put away. The con- 
sequence is that we are introduced into covenant 
relationship to God on the ground of righteousness, 



and upon this He can give ua the promise of Eternal 
Inheritance, which cannot be forfeited, as the security 
of righteousness is in the work of Jesus. Thus the 
inheritance is ours in the security of the perfected 
work of Jesus on the cross. This is not security 
conditional on any terms to be performed by us ; it ia 
a certain security beyond all liability of failure. Thus 
we see the fixed principle of grace, the certainty of its 
rasults, the firmness of the ground God takes to bless 
us, the divine wisdom of the plan upon which He 
executes the counsels of His love, and establishes 
peace with sinners consistently with all the perfection 
of His character. Here we* rest in peace, confidence, 
security, enjoyment ; " if God be for us who can be 



against us " ? 



To be continued. 



FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE. 

Faith, Hope, and Love, three predoas g^fta, 

Bestowed by God above, 
To all His saints while journeying here, 

As tokens of His love. 

Faith is the eye that pierces far 

Beyond this gloomy night ; 
And brings all heaven before our gaze, 

And makes the darkness light. 

Faith trusts in God, when all seems lost 

And rests upon his word ; 
And finds that what it leans upon 

Is the unchanging Lord. 

Hope is the Anchor of the Soul, 

Both sure and steadfast named. 
That reaches right within the Tail, 

And maketh not ashamed. 

Hope gives us to anticipate 

The glories yet in store ; 
That soon we thall be like our Lord, 

And with Him evermore. 

Love is the power in which to live, 

As God's dear Children here, 
As imitators of His Son, 

Until he shall appear. 

Love in our hearts is shed abroad 

To form us like our Lord : 
Love is to guide in word and dee 1, 

According to His word. 

But soon shall Faith be lost in sight, 

And Hope fulfilled shall be, 
But Love will last in glory bright 

Through all Eternity. Q. 8. J. 



1879.] 



THE NOKTHEBN WITNESS, 



127 



SHEW PIETT AT HOME 

1 Tim. v. 4. 



>» 



When the Loid Jesus cast the legion of devils out of 

the man who ran among the graves in Gadara, He told 

him to " go home to his frienda, and tell ihem what 

great things the Lord had done for him." After that 

was done he. might blaze it abroad in the " city " and 

in the ** country** ; but he must begin at home. His 

own father and mother, if alive, — his brothers and sisters 

were to get the first benefit of his conversion, and see by 

his life, as well as hear from his lips, that the devil 

was out of him. i^ow, young Christian, that's the 

way God wants it to be done still. Let those at home 

know of your conversion first. It's no use for you to 

come and stand at the street comer and sing, " Tm not 

ashamed to own my Lord," when you have never yet 

told jom friends that you are saved. What's the use 

of coming to the '' prayer meeting," and getting down 

on your knees and praying so earnestly, when the truth 

is, you have never yet gone down on your knees at 

home before youi friends at all yet. Don't be a coward 

any longer. Baise the standard at home. * Look at 

that young woman. Before she was converted, she 

went off on the Saturday afternoons, and left her poor 

old mother to '* do up " the house as she liked. But 

don't you see her there, " scrubbing out the floor," and 

as busy as a bee, to get finished before meeting time, 

and her mother declares 'Hhese meetings have made 

our Mary another girl; for she's so kind and willing to 

do all she can to help me now, and before, she wouldn't 

do^ a thing." That's conversion. It tells at home first. 
Then some of the friends get saved, and other folks see 
the change, and so the thing spreads. And you, 
fathers and mothers, what about your testimony to your 
children 1 Do they see the fruit of your conversion in 
the way you deal with them 1 When a man was con- 
Terted who Eltd been a *' big sinner," it was said his 
very horse knew the change. 



A careless reader of the Scriptures never made a 
close walker ^ith Qod. 



ON JESUS, IN PBAYES. 



THE solitariness of our Lord in worship is much to 
be observed. He got up before day, He went 
into a solitary place. He continued all night in suppli- 
cation, that thus he might be marked as alone in 
prayer. He withdrew Himself and prayed. It was 
not that he could not own the praying of His disciples ; 
that he did so is manifest, for he taught them to pray 
and encouraged them to pray abundantly. But still, 
though Jesus could thus own and encourage the 
prayers of His disciples, yet he never joins them in 
prayer. Why is this ? If he owned their prayers, and 
prayed Himself, why not be joined with them in 
prayer? I judge this to be the reason. His prayer 
had a character that none other could possibiy have 
had. It would have been the same even if they had 
been with Him after the Holy Ghost had been given 
to them and they had prayed in the spirit — even then, 
I judge that the Lord Jesus will not, could not have 
joined them in prayer, just because His prayers were of 
a character necessarily peculiar. I mean in this that 
He was heard for EUs piety (Heb. v.) He needed no 
mercy-seat or blood upon it He stood, accepted in 
Himself, and was ever heard for His piety. This was 
the essential property or the worship of the Son of 
God, and into this there was no entrance for any other 
worshipper. He submitted Himself a voluntary ser- 
vant and sufferer, (Matt xxvL) He prayed in,a temple 
that was, and must have been, peculiarly His own, 
suited, as it wore, for the Son of God, thus willingly a 
worshipper of a peculiar order, having entered the 
temple by a path which no worshipper ever could have 
trod but Himself — for all others owed worship while 
He paid it unowed ; just as he learned obedience 
though he did not owe it, for He was a servant with 
the bored ear or a voluntary servant. (Exodus zzi, 
Heb. V. 8.) 

Ko believer can flourish in the ways of Christy 
unless it be his custom to deal with God by the Word 
in the closet. 



Satan has ten thousand devices for drawing us away 
from the Scriptures. This done we are in his net ; 
and though our gracious God put us not to shame by 
any outward and gross transgression, we shall become 
barren and unfruitful. 
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NOTES OH THE SONa OF SOLOMON. 

Bv "W. LlKCOLK, 

Part II. 
Dtalogoe IT., from ch. vL 13 to vlii. 4. 
'N the pnceding paper on the close of Diologae m, 
■ it vaa snggeated that the Lord'a thiee utvitationB 
) His bride which are found in this Bong-, — to wit, first 
> come out to Him, next to come with Him from 
ebftnon, the border land, and thirdly, to open her 
sart wholly unto Himself : — that these three find their 
ipropriate consummation and climax in language also 
I this Bong, which viewed analogically, tallies with 
w Bride's final departure unto Him, or as the New 
estament would put this in reference to our Hope, — 
I the Lord's descent into the air, and of our rapture or 
le being snatched atray in order to meet Him there. 
[ence at the end of that last Dialogue there can he 
iced many indications of a state of things concerning 
IS bride, remarkably parallel with this blessed Hope 
' ours. True the bride prominent throughout the 
<ng is unquestionably the earthly one, larael, and 
hose scriptural expectation is the Lord's petaonal and 
iblie interference in her behalf and not, as is ours, her 
sappearance altogether from this present scene, and to 
I that in with Him in His heavenly glory. ITererthe- 
IB, there is as most of us must have observed, a con- 
ooonsly sustained analogy discernible between His 
sys with His earthly and His ways with His heavenly 
lople. And accordingly here, in terms which require 
it the least straining in order to render them appli- 
ble to what in the fnture awaits us, there ate to be 
•erred many antidpations ol His course of procedure 



in grace with ua still more vivid and glowing in this 
their secondary application than even in their primary 
bearing on Israel's remoter and far less glorious prospect 
Thus here this bride is seen specially to afl'ord the 
Lord joy as He beholds her oneness (vi, 9),— and this 
too, notwithstanding His outlook at her threefold order 
(vi. 11), equivalent in the Xew Testament phraseology 
to the classification of fathers, young men, and babes ; 
of sheep, young sheep, and lambs (John xxi, Greek) ; 
of those bringing forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirtyfold ; and of the full com in the eat, 
of the ear and of the blade. (Mark iv. 28.) Wherefore 
again here the Lord Himself is represented as suddenly 
among His people made willing by His power, and as 
the cherubim of old were (Psalm xviii. 10) so ars these 
now His chariot on which He ja as it were borne, or 
apart from the symbol, by whom He is everywhere 
sarrounded. And in this way does the long-expected 
day dawn,* " or ever " in His character of the Servant 
of God, " He is aware." (Mark xiiL 32.) 

But now this other Dialogue which commences tt 
VL 13 is opened hy her former companions peiceiving 
that she has at length departed unto ber Lord.f and in 
chorus calling upon her to return that they may gaie 
upon her beauty now quite matured by her admission 
into His presence. "What are the eentiments that 
actuate them in making this appeal, whether admira- 
tion of the grace bestowed upon her, or of dismay at 

* Here contrart ths lADgoage ia th« euUer part* of the Song, 
u in i :8, or in iv. e with tlitt in vi. la 

t The way of the lord >t Hii Jlnt adreot has been tne«d 
already in ch. ii. S-14. 
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finding themselves virtually disowned, we are not in- 
formed here. But there is a remarkable warning 
uttered by the Lord Jesus in the gospel of Luke xiii. 
23-30, which depictures the utter consternation of the 
rejected mass of empty professors, when once the door 
is shut and only the wise virgins are acknowledged. 
Whether there is any parallel here with this solemn 
scripture I leave. At all events, turning to the picture 
of the blessing of the bride herself, it is to bo noted 
that her new name is accorded to her of Shulamite, or 
wife of Solomon, of Him who is to reign according 
to the style of Ps. Ixxii. Likewise, whilst in Jere- 
miah, the Lord's name is declared to be, the " Lord our 
liighteousness," xxiii. 6 ; in xxxiii. IG we read, " This 
is the name wherewith she shall bo called, The Lord 
our Righteousness." And in 1 Corinthians xii. the 
Church of God with Jesus the Head present in the 
midst, is called " the Christ," o xpitrro^. And when the 
Lord returns to celebrate His marriage with the Church 
in heaven, she is owned and spoken of as the Bride of the 
Lamb, the co-sharer of His rejection but now the part- 
ner of His throne. Then presently in His descent to- 
wards- the earth, she will accompany Him as His 
heavenly armies of Mahanaim. (Rev. xix). For unto 
angels hath He not put in subjection the habitable 
world to come. 

But the bride here having been regarded as in some 
sort departed to her Lord, and also His name now fully 
named upon her, there follow most aptly in their exact 
place ten expressions of the Bridegroom's delight to 
which Ho next gives utterance as He surveys His 
bride, beholding her beauty perfected as if in resurrec- 
tion.* 

Ton features as to her matured beauty are here des- 
canted on. This particular number would go to prove, 
if proof were needed, that here it is the earthly bride 
and not the heavenly one who is to the fore in this 
Song. For ** ten" is a number often used in Scripture 
in connection with the habitable earth both as it is 
now beheld, and also as it yet shall be. Even the 
I^lillennium itself, during which all things mundane 
shall be set right is a period of course of ten times ten 
times ton yeai's.f Now several of these same features 

• As Ili?surr('utiou, or the ** chaugo " e(|uivaleut thcit-to, is 
no littlo part of our Hope, so Israel's restoration and blessing on 
curtli ani spoken of as a ItesiUTcction too, — notably in Ezck. 
xxxvli, soe also Lsa. xxvi. 19, Dan. xii. 2. 

t Tl.is iiunibcr, " ten " is often used in Scripture as a hint 



the Lord had previoudy adverted to in tones of loving 
commendation. Thus so early as in cL L He had 
singled out her eyes as those which drew forth His 
praise. Why the eyes were thus specially and prim- 
arily commended has been explained already. Again 
in ch. iv. He had instanced seven particalars as to her 
beauty, and there again — let ns never forget this— oom- 
mencing with her eyes. And seven is the number of per- 
fection. Even now hath He perfected os for ever who 
are being sanctified. (Heb. x. 14). Once more as if 
to assure us that what He had once declared He would 
most certainly stand to, He in ch. vi. had repeated 
several of these strains of encomium. There also of 
her eyes He had spoken in terms enough to make as 
wonder and adore, (vi. 5). But here at last we 
have His thoughts in full recorded as He leisurely sur- 
veys her arrayed in her costly apparel and in His 
beauty and comeliness put upon her. He sees of the 
travail of His soul and is satisfied. For here evidently* 
we have the formal and final expression as to the joj 
of His heart over her. Wo are reminded of the exul- 
tant language by the Lord in the prophet (Zephaniah 
iii. 17) of this same bride and at this very time. 

** How beautiful ! " are His first words. Oh ! what 
a matchless lover is He ! Here compare iv. 10 and vi 
4. Li the earlier pictures of her beauty, the Lord had 
commenced His description with the head. Here Hii 
first note is : — How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, 
prince's daughter. And here it should specially be 

or a confession that the whole earth belongs to Him. See this 
fact in the payment of tithes to Him by Israel, and tlM 
tenth of the tithes to the priests. When God asserted Hii 
rights unto Pharaoh, the plagues were ten that descended upoa 
Egypt, type of the world. Ten nations are enumerated to 
Abram as heir of the land in Gen. xt. Ten nations are subject 
to the Beast of Revelation, as the great opponent of God and of 
His Christ in this world. Much more to the same effect the 
diligent reader of Scripture will easily note. 

* Some think that this praise pix>ceeds from the vii^gins that 
bear the bride company. But the proofs that this language ii 
indeed from Himself would seem to be ample. As first, in pre- 
vious Dialogues as we have seen, the Bridegroom had apecifiei 
varioua features in the bride which He admired in terms aimibr 
to what ore found here. Again in verses 6*8, the speaker is on- 
doubtedly the I^rd. But surely it is one single yoica throne- 
out the iirst eight verses of chapter viL, also " how beautifd** 
had been virtually His exclamation in ch. vL Bnt the point if 
not very material. For He will be glorified in His sainta and 
admired in all them that believe on that day. All will beheld 
what gi-ace has done, and only in His presence can the bride's 
beauty be fully soon. 
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observed tliat these opening words demonstrate that 
the bride is apparelled in suitable and royal attire even 
aa is the case in that remarkably parallel scripture of 
Psalm xlv. And hence after the feet shod, we read of 
the body-girdle and next of the girdle clasp, and then 
of her raiment of wrought gold. "Whilst, as for the 
breasts and neck and eyes and hair the general thought 
in what is commended in each of these, has been al- 
ready considered in chs. i. and iv. and vL 

Further, whatever may be the inferior though prim- 
ary import to the Jewish or earthly Bride of the several 
particulars here now only enlarged upon, still, as re- 
gards their spiritual signification to ourselves, we can 
with the New Testament before us, easily discern. 
And may we so heed His every word, each hint as to 
what pleases Him, that we standing perfect and com- 
plete in all the will of God, may daily anticipate in our 
souls the voice from the judgment-seat of Him who if 
indeed our Bridegroom is also our Lord. And the 
more a ChriBtian walks in the Spirit, the more readUy 
can he try his ways in the light of that judgment. 
And as those ways of his he corrects in the light of the 
wordy the fuller is his confidence, the clearer is the tes- 
timony of the Lord in his soul, that he pleases Him. 
And is this nothing ? Or is it a trifie constantly to 
walk before Him and in His light too 1 Is it not our 
strength against all the world and its ways of darkness ? 
Ixk reference to the feet shod, inasmuch as on the 
one hand in the East slaves went barefooted, and on 
the other, the prodigal's father showed his thoughtful- 
ness in behalf of his returned son, when he commanded 
his servants — Bring hither shoes for his feet: there 
may. bo contained here a denial that we are slaves and 
an affirmation of our sonship. Our endeavour there- 
fore should be to walk as sons of God aiid of the light. 
But this is not all, our feet are to be shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. That is to say, 
in possession of peace with God ourselves, we are to 
live in order to carry the message of that peace every- 
where onto others. It is indeed a beautiful change 
ftx)in the selfishness of our natural hearts to be set 
fese from all care as to our own salvation, and to have the 
^mal well-being of others implanted within us as a 
St'and object of our solicitude. Then indeed as the 
lHt>phet witnesses, ** Beautiful are the feet of him that 
(^Hngeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ", (Isaiah 

In the next place we should see to it that our loins 



are girt about with trutL A girdle is a band or belt 
for gathering up the liowing folds of the garment, 
fastening them firmly to the waist, so that one be not 
hindered in walking or working. It gives firmness to 
the man. Hence the Christian's girdle is the applica- 
tion of the truth in Jesus unto our thoughts, afifections, 
and conscience. The^ outgoings of our hearts must be 
kept within the belt of holy Scripture. We should 
not let our desires fly loosely. In heaven indeed, the 
gates of pearl once entered, we may then unbuckle and 
let our wishes have the freest range. A wrong object 
we know will not be found there. But as yet, whilst 
we are pilgrims and strangers, ere ever we ungird the 
loins of our mind, or allow our affections to flow forth, 
let us ask ourselves the question. Can I count on the 
sympathies of Christ with that which I desire 1 Would 
my Father give it to me out of His own hand 1 For 
all that is not of the Father is of the world. 

By what is commended in the comparison of the 
navel to a goblet of wine we are probably to under- 
stand the girdle clasp, as if it were composed of rubies. 
This fiigure conjoined with what we read next, " Thy 
belly is like a heap of wheat *' : — the two similes surely 
bring before us what we hear so much of in both Old 
and New Testaments, Bread and wine, or Christ and 
His precious blood, eaten and drunk and lived upon 
constantly by His saints as they abide in Him. For 
as the Lord testifies : " He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood dwelleth (or abides) in me and I in 
him." (John vi. 56.) Hence here we have the key to 
His repeated iiij unction in John xv. And further as the 
wheat when ripe has a yellow or golden hue, this fact 
chimes in perfectly with the language of Psalm xlv., 
where it is written of the Bride, " Her clothing is of 
wrought gold". That is to say, before God Christ 
Himself, Christ in resurrection is our Righteousness. 
But again, in our daily conflicts with S(Uan, we need 
to maintain a good conscience,* a holy walk and a 

• It should never be forgotten that the conflict of Ephesians 
vi is with Satan, and with Satan in the heavenly places. Bat 
conflict with him presupposes peace with God through Christ 
and His blood. And the seven pieces of armour provided, as 
wu aie informed in that chapter, for us by God is that we may 
wrestle wisely and well with our cruel adversary. But how can 
any one whose conscience reproaches him go boldly into the 
combat? He is not free to think in simplicity of heart of 
the service before liim. The Holy Ghost is grieved and lets him, 
if lie f^o cartlesaly on, foel that he has failed as Israel before Ai. 
Many have not the couiage to go on in Qod's warfare, becsnae 
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daily acting out that Christ is the Truth and the 
world is in the wrong in condemning and rejecting 
Him. For there is such a thing as practical righteous- 
ness or righteousness of walk when not only the move- 
ments of the inner man are guided by the truth, but 
when the movements of the outer man are practically 
right (See Acts xxiv. 16.) Thus these two righteous- 
nesses, our Righteousness before God, which is Christ 
Himself, and our righteousness in practical walk, are 
combined in that scripture referring to this identical 
period, the time after the rapture of the church into 
her Lord's presence. For there in Revelation xii. we 
road : " And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and 
they loved not their lives unto death." Thus we per- 
ceive and we do well to remember that these things 
will all then come up into distinct view. The lUies 
here represented as forming a chief ornament have 
been already expounded. The idea here seems won- 
derfully like what we find in a passage already cited 
and illustrated. (1 Kings vii 22). 

Also the encomiums of the breast, neck, and eyes, 
and further, the similes by which such encomiums are 
conveyed we have previously reflected on. The main 
variation here appears to be in the fact that the eyes 
are now represented as looking downwards. Is the 
thought here of profound abasement at such love being 
lavished upon us and at such exaltation as is ours in 
Christ ? Or is the bride here regarded as looking down 
on the world over which with Christ she is destined to 
reign? Certainly in Rev. v., where the Lord has come 
and received her to Himself, she is represented as still 
looking onwards unto the reign now imminent. 

In the next place we read: "Thy nose is as the 
tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus." 
Here we may have probably suggested the Lord's ap- 
probation of the bride's quickness of spiritual discern- 
ment, — to wit, both her extreme sensitiveness of sin 
however remote and her appreciation of all that is 
divinely good. Thus of the Lord Jesus Himself the 
prophet had testified that the Spirit of the Lord should 
rest upon Him and make Him of quick scent (Heb.) in 
the fear of the Lord. (Isaiah xL 3). So our endea- 
vour should be to resemble the watchman on the tower 
of Lebanon, looking toward Damascus and ever on the 

they hold to something inconsistent vdth their light, or they 
lose the light not] acted up to, and Satan brings his reasons for 
staying where they are without conquering more territory. 



alert against the stealthy approach of the f(X>. (Com- 
pare Isaiah xxi. 6-9.) But on the other hand, if 
Christ's name be indeed as ointment poured forth, be- ; 
cause of the savour of His good ointments, then \Te 
should more and more come to appreciate His grace, 
truthfully, joyfully exclaiming, " Thy love is better 
than wine". In other words, we should have onr 
spiritual senses well exercised, ever in rea<iiness U 
discern both good and evil. 

Ninthly it is declared : " Thine head that is upon 
thee is like CarmeL" Here the reference seems to be 
to the crown glittering upon her brow. Camiel of old 
was crowned with the vine. ** The excellencv of i 
Carmel " had passed into a 'proverb. Oh I how we 
shall prLse indeed the crown with which His own hand f 
shall adorn our head. For such will be His j^rfect 
way of signifying publicly and eternally His knowledge 
and approval of our feeble efforts to please, serve, and 
follow Him in a world that disowned and hated Him. 
Some affirm that the rewards of that day will be 
varied by a threefold variety of crown, — of life, for 
those who in love to Ilim resisted temptation; of 
righteousness, for those who identified thomsehea j 
somewhat with Him in His path of shame and sorrow, | 
for those, that is, who were in the path of right where 
evil was called good and good evil ; and of glon* far 
those who, in feeding His flock, were preserved from 
seeking their own glory. Others opine that the crowns 

are seven, viz., in addition to those just specified, the 
servant's crown (1 Thess. ii. 19, PhiL iv. l);tl» 
racer's (1 Cor. ix. 25) ; the soldier's (2 Tim. ii. 4), and 
the martyr's (Kev. ii. 10). And this leads us in tbfl 
last place to listen to the other note of admiration. 

" The hair of thine head is like purple ; the king is 
held in the galleries." Apparently this is a glance st. 
the crown of martyrdom, to which the church ia counted 
worthy to be called, as the bride of the Lamb. Tbd 
hint that the king is held in the galleries — an allusioB 
still to this same hair — reminds us that special mm- 
festations of His love are ever vouchsafed to those who 
suffer for and with Himself ; and that there are i^. 
wards at His disposal which will amply compe 
for all we have ever endured for His name. Tb^ 
here, on the supposition that He Himself is the speak 
He should refer to Himself in the third person, 
" the King," is a most impressive way of encouragi 
us with the assurance that great and glorious as He ii 
we can if we heed His will, ever enjoy His full pi 
sence and favour. (Compare Gen. xxxiiL 28). 
until He has got His bride home for ever with 
self, He never can be satisfied. Then He .will 
" held in the galleries/' resting in His love for ever. 
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SHADOWS OF OHBIST. 

Pabt XX. 



CONSECRATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 
The hands filled— Ex. xxix. 24. 



eral moaning of the Hebrew word translated 
iisecrate " is " to fill the hand ". It is so 
in the margin of Ex. xxviii. 41. 
iteresting to observe this in connexion with 
of the service which follows the sprinkling of 
and oil. 

portions of the ram of consecration which, 
to the law of the peace sacrifice, were always 
ned npon the altar (see Lev. iii. 9-11) were 
I together, with part of the meat oflTering, and 
OSes into the hands of Aaron and into the 
his sons, and so waved for a wave offering 
Lord. All this was therefore received again 
• hands by Moses and burnt upon the altar of 
ring for a sweet savour before the Lord. 
I significant picture this affords of the true 
attitude of a priestly worshipper 1 Washed, 
lointed, and sanctified he stands before Ck>d 
nto his outstretched hands, until they are so 

they can hold no more, the symbols of a 
len future but now accomplished, which is 
everlasting sweet savour before God. This 
secration. Hand and heart so occupied with 
the beloved Son of God, so delighted with 
itions, so intent upon His service that there 

left for anything else, 
iression, indeed, is a common one 'amongst 

so busily occupied that they cannot attend 
'* my hands are full ". 

lom does it so happen with the men of this 
ngagements press in upon them as they 
id contend for their cherished object, be it 
ches, or honour, or power, until all thoughts 
1 of His claims, or of coming judgment and 
re thoroughly forced aside. Such men are 
I indeed, but it is to self, to the world and 
3viL Their hands are filled — filled with 
ngs, and they are without God and without 
readful ! hopeless ! consecration to the god 
id! 

Qg of the hands of Aaron and his sons was 
ict of reception. All was provided for them. 



all was brought to them, all was placed upon their 
hands. Theirs was the value of the blood and the 
sweetness of the savour and the purity of the unleavened 
bread. It was all put upon them by God, and so they 
became a consecrated family. 

Even 80 it is that the family of God's redeemed are 
now consecrated to HiuL Chnst is upon them. Christ 
is in them. All the value of His precious blood and 
aU the merit of His obedience unto death is theirs* 
Thus are they blessed and fitted to serve and worship 
God. 

Practically, to be consecrated is to have Christ 
dwelling in the heart by faith, Christ manifested in the 
life and occupying every energy of the renewed man. 

But there was not only the reception by Aaron and 
his sons of that which filled their hands. There was 
also the waving of it all before the Lord and the giving 
of it back again to God upon the altar. 

They could say as David afterward when surveying 
the store that was provided for the building of the 
temple, '' Of thine own have we given thee ". (1 Chron* 
xxix. 14.) And this is the spirit of all true worship. 
It is the giving back to God in thanl^giving that 
which He has given us in grace* The Spirit tells us 
He is ours. Our hearts' response is, ** We are Thine "• 
Ho gave Himself to us, we yield ourselves to Him. 

Calmly they waved the holy burden of their hands 
before the Lord, and may they not have wondered that 
by hands like theirs the altar should be served. Such 
is the exercise in spirit of those who meditate in the 
presence of God upon the wondrous love of Christ, and 
as they meditate pour out their souls in thanksgiving 
and praise, wondering at the grace that gives to sinful 
men such peace, such joy, such access unto Grod. 

By a statute for ever the breast and the shoulder of 
the peace-offerings were to be Aaron's and his 8ons;T 

The fat and the inward parts were for God, and 
therefore were burnt upon the altar, but Uie breast and 
the shoulder were theirs to feed upon for ever: Their 
food was to consist of " those things wherewith the 
atonement was made to sanctify and to consecrate 
them ". Moreover they were to eat the flesh of the 
ram and the bread that was in the basket by the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

The breast is in Scripture associated with the 
affections. (See Is. Ixvi 11, John xiii. 25, 2 Sam. 
xiL 3.) The shoulder always indicates strength.' (3ee 
la. ix. 6, Judg. xvL 3, Luke zv. 5.) Tbese aie ih« 
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same parts which in the high priest are associated with 
the names of the trihes of Israel, i.e., they were graven 
in the onyx stones upon the shoulders and in the 
twelve diverse precions stones upon the breastplate of 
Aaron. 

f 

Tlius is the believer instructed as to his portion in 
Christ. There is that in God's beloved Son which 
only God can know and value, but there is also that 
which the Weakest saint can delight in and appropriate 
and feed upon. Surely it is His love and His strength 
that we need for the establishing and comfort of our 
souls, and is it not blessed to see in the old covenant 
shadow that the breast and the shoulder of the sacri- 
fices were the portion of the priesthood for ever. 

It was sweet and nourishing food, nothing could 
surpass it ; God gaVe them the very best. 

And in giving Christ with all His love and strenpfth 
to be the portion — the food— -of His people, God has 
given to us the very best. But though the provision 
was so made for the sons of Aaron they wotdd not 
profit thereby unless they ate thereof. Therefore were 
they commanded to eat those things wherewith the 
atonement was made. 

So is it stilL The spiritual life of the Christian is 
often low and feeble for lack of nourishment. Not 
because God has failed to provide enough to satisfy and 
to sustain, but because the divine provision has been 
neglected, the soul has failed to seek its satisfaction in 
the afifection of Christ and its sustainment in the 
strength of Christ; it has sought after that which 
could only minister to the carnal mind, and weakness, 
backsliding, and misery have been the result " Ho 
that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth 
in Me and I in him. As the living Father hath sent 
me, and I lite by the Father : so he that eateth Me 
even he shall live by me." (John vi 66, 67). 

Such was the priestly fare and none but priests were 
to partake. A stranger could not eat for it was holy. 
(See Ex. xxix. 33.) 

It was to be eaten moreover at the door of the 
Tabernacle. Not amid the bustle of the camp, still 
less amid the defilements without, but by a holy people 
the holy food was to be eaten in the calm of the holy 
sanctuary, the dwelling-place of Jehovah. 

And this is still the very highest privilege of the 
saint. But alas how little is it valued by most. How 
hurried, how listless, how feeble, how irregular, the 
dailjr attempt' at feeding upon Christ as found in the 



Scriptures ! The time for the feeding of the body is 
reserved ; with strictest jealousy is it guarded from in- 
tnision or curtailment The time of rest is reserved, 
the daily work is brought to a close, and the wearied 
body is allowed its allotted period of sleep. Times are 
reserved for friendship's duties and for needful relaxa- 
tion and needless pleasures ; but let the reader answer 
between his own heart and God how much time per 
day is jealously reserved, guarded as a sacred tryst with 
God from aU intrusion, wherein the soul can .feed in 
fellowship with the Father and the Son upon its blessed 
portion in Christ 1 

The ordering of Satan's age is all against it Tho 
race for riches and position, the love of ease and tlic 
aversion to self-denial, the haste and bustle, the risks 
and anxieties of a highly artificial manner of life all go 
hard against the development of healthy spiritual life. 

It is of the great mercy of God that the eyes of 
many of His people are being opened to see the privi- 
lege of being assembled on the first day of the week for 
a special time of united communion with God in 
Christ. It is indeed the wisdom of Gk)d which ap- 
pointed that the very central ordinance of the weekly 
assembly should be the memorials of the broken body 
and poured-out blood of Christ. Thus would God 
gather His redeemed unto Himself by directing every 
eye and heart to Jesus in the midst. Satan has never 
failed to wage bitter warfare with this precious ap- 
pointment of the wisdom and grace of God. 

He will alienate it from " the people " and reserve it 
for " the clergy," or failing in this he will limit it to 
once in six months, pleading that to observe this boly 
ordinance weekly would degrade it and make it '* coin- 
mon". Failing in this he will suggest that the service 
be musical and intellectual, and in a few minutes at 
the close the ordinance of the Lord's Sapper, having 
no connection whatever with the previous service, can 
be " dispensed " to those who are disposed to wait. Fail- 
ing here, and having the assembly gathered together 
for the purpose of eating the Lord's Supper, still does 
Satan persist in perverting the right ways of the Lord, 
using OS his ready instrument some well-meaning and 
ready- tongued brother, who tortures tlio spiritual with 
an address that has no bearing upon tho purpose and 
no harmony with the character of the assembly. 
Another, availing himself of the liberty that is of God 
for the Spirit's ministry, will thrust upon tho meetin;^ 
long-winded and dreary talk, well knowing that none 
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would go to bear him at any other time, but be has the 
opportunity of hearing his own voice and he will take 
it, whether the saints are edified or not 

Another will give out a hymn because he likes the 
tuna Another will pray for everything he can think 
of, because he does not care to bo present at the weekly 
meeting for prayer. 

But why proceed ? When will the saints awake to 
see that Satan in his venomed hatred against Christ is 
the instigator of all such self*will and disorder, using 
it to spoil the saints of the strength and blessing of 
real communion with God, and to hide from their eyes 
and heart the bleeding love and saving power of the 
Lamb of God f 

But whilst contending for the special character of 
the Lord's Supper, and of the ministries that attend 
upon it, let it not be supposed that this weekly time 
of communion, be it ever so blessed, can form a sub- 
stitute for the daily individual feeding of the inner 
man upon the flesh and blood of Christ. 

Rather will it be found that he who most diligently 

seeks communion with God in his daily private life 

will be the most blest and the most fitted to edify in 

the assembly. 

J. R. C* 



PB0FE8S0B BOBEBTSON SMITH AND THB 
ONE SANCTUABY OF ISBABL. 



Part L Whither Tending. 

THE recent discussion in Scotland on the views of 
Professor Robertson Smith of the Free Church 
have helped many to discern whither we are tending, 
and in that respect they may be useful Well may we 
say, as we read the bold speculations of his criticisms 
and the apologies for them by other professors, *' If 
they do these things in the green tree what shall be 
done in the dry 1 ** To find that learned teachers of 
Divinity students are prepared to teach that the greater 
part of Deuteronomy was revealed and published seven 
hundred years after the death of Moses ; that neither 
the 5l8t nor the 110th psalm was written by David ; 
that there are conflicting elements in the Bible, part of 
which are marked by the superior literary ability of 
the writers from the Ten tribes, is startling enough. 
Indeed one eminent speaker declared that he had him- 
self at first been startled when he heard the new views 
of Deuteronomy, but his mind had rapidly grown, and 



he had discovered that the words which Moses is said 
to have spoken in the concluding chapters of the book 
are not much like those of one who was " slow of 
speech,'' and was not accustomed to make long speeches. 
And thus we are to go on, exercising our critical faculty 
till all certainty is lost, and the Bible becomes what a 
great writer said Unitarianism was — " A pompous in- 
troduction to notliing ". Meanwhile there may be 
endless discussions whether tliis and that statement 
contradicts the Confession of Faith. Such as seem to 
escape that condemnation are to be deemed " not rele- 
vant," and finally a stand is to be made on one point 
alone, and that is the book of Deuteronomy. 

Part II. Deuteronomy Traduced. 

Professor Robertson Smith in his latest defence — his 
" Answer to the Amended Libel " — dwells on certain 
laws in that book, wliich he holds to be inconsistent 
with certain other parts of the Pentateuch, and he con-., 
tends that they were revealed and published at a much 
later date. One main foundation for his theory is the 
law in Deut. xii. as to the One Sanctuary. It begins 
thus — 

" Ye shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the 
nations which ye shall possess served their gods, upon 
the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under 
every green tree : And ye shall overthrow their altars, 
and break their pUIars, and bum their groves with fire ; 
and ye shall hew down the graven images of ^their gods, 
and destroy the names of them out of tliat place. Ye 
shall not do so unto the Lonl your God. But unto 
the place which the Lord your God shall choose out of 
all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his 
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come : 
And thither ye shall bring your bumt-oflerings, and 
your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave-oiferings of 
your hand, and your vows, and your free-will offerings, 
and the firstlings of your herds, and of your flocks.** 
(Deut. xii 1-6.) 

To a plain reader it is surely evident on the face of 
it that this law was given in view of the expected 
entrance into the land of Canaan and not at any subse- 
quent time when they had long been settled thdltj. 
And therefore when criticism steps in and undertakes 
to prove that this is all a mistake, we prepare ourselves 
instinctively for some surprising display of ingenuity. 
But we read on in the Word — 

^* Ye shall not do after all the things that wo do 
here this day every man whatsover is right in his own 
eyes. For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to 
the inheritance which the Ijyrd your God giveth Tot». 
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But vrhen je go over Jordan, and dwell in the land 
which the Lord your God giveth you to inherit, and 
uA^n He giveth you rent from all your enemies round 
about, m that ye dwell in eafetij ; then there shall be 
a place which the Lonl your God shall choose to cause 
His name to dwell tbere ; thither shall ye bring all 
that I command you ; your burnt^ifierings and your 
sacrificee, your tithes, and the heave-offering of your 
hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the 
Lord." {Deut xii. 8-11.) 

Professor Smith says that this law " Snows only one 
legal sanctuary, chosen by the Lord out of all the tribes 
of Israel, where all sacrifice must be offered. Every 
other taiKiuaryia hr.aikeniah (xii. 1-4), and all other 
tacrifice is will-teonhip, mtliout foundation in divine 
law (xiL 8), and not to be tolerated after the people are 
aettled in Canaan." (ziL 9, uq.) But the reader can 
see that these ate his additions to what Moses spoke. 
Every word of God is pure, and we may neither add 
to it nor take from it. There is divine wisdom in its 
exactitude. 

Professor Smith says (p. 10) — " All that is essential 
to my view is that these chapters (xii. to xzvi.) cannot 
have been published in their present form by Moses, 
because they contain precepts which can be proved 
from other parts of the Bible to have been revealed at 
a later date." One of these precepts " revealed at a later 
date," it seems, is this law of the one sanctuary. It 
appears in Denteronomy, but in " an edition," accord- 
ing to thia teacher, with "additions and changes" 
made seven hundred years aCter the first publication. 
How it can appear in ite present form, with ail the 
appearance of having been given as it is on the other 
side of Jordan before the entrance into Canaan, and 
yet be an inspired book ; — nay more, how it can convey 
to the reader the idea of being at that time when, in 
fact, it was given (according to Professor Smith) some 
centuries later, and yet not be a fraud ; this Professor 
Smith undertakes satisfactorily to explain. He says, 
" I am willing to have my views of Deuteronomy 
tested even by the strictest doctrine of plenary 
inspiration, and I am confident that they ate able to 
stand the teat ". 

Past HI Thi Abuuvint. 

Let ns examine this matter a little. Wa may learn 

how to estimate the scriptural knowledge and the 

spiritual diacatnment of writara of this school. The 

whole dootrina of the ana aaoctuaty ia full of tha 



deepest intetest, and involves ttatha of whioh the 
learned Professor and his supporters do not appear to 
have the smallest conception. 

He reasons thus : According to Exod. xx., altars of 
earth or of stone were to be mad€^ on which aaciificet 
might be offered, in all places where Jehovah recorded 
His name, and He would come and bleaa. Such places 
were Bediel, Shechem, Beeraheba, Hebron, or GilgaL 
This law waa strictly followed by Samuel, Saul (1), and 
David. They sacrificed at many shrines, hut only at 
places known of old by some historical record of God's 
name, ot if they raised a new altar it was to celebrate some 
new mercy. But Deut. xii allowed of one altar only. 
This law (" if it was actually uttered by Moaea ") would 
come into force as soon as the oik waa settled at 
Shiloh. Samuel acted on Exod. xx., and long after 
his time, when Mount Zion had taken tha place of 
Shiloh, Elijah, the greateet of the prophets after Moae^ 
" still guided his life by the law of Exodus, and knew 
not that of Deuteronomy ". " Elijah, it ia clear, wu 
still living under the earlier covenant, the law of 
Exodus." Prophets, such as Amos, Hoaea, Isaiah, and 
Micah, while denouncing the heatheniah cfaatactflr of 
the many altars in Israel in after days, never quote the 
law of Deuteronomy. " But Josiah had it in hii 
hand, and it was well known to Jeremiah." "Does not 
this seem to show that the new law was revealed some- 
time between Isaiah and Jeremiah, in ordsi to give 
practical effect to the teaching of the former prophet 
and his helpers 1 " i.e. Jeremiah and those with him. 

The Professor reasons in this way in reference to the 
whole passage in Deut., from chap. xiL to chap, xx., 
and yet we read in chap. xx. injunctions to deattoy the 
cities " of the Hittites, Amorites, the Canaanites, and 
the Perizrites, the Hivitos, and Jebusitos," which oer- 
tAinly had disappeared long before the time be assigns 
for this new revelation. But let that pass. The whole 
train of thought is indicative of a vei^ auparficiai exa- 
mination, or of a very imperfect knowledge of the 
Word of God. 

Past IT. Sbiloh Cbosen ahd Forsaken-. 
The case stands thus : in Dent. xiL God pro- 
mised that when Israel waa at rest and dwelt securely 
He would appoint a place for His name, and in 
that place alone sacrifices were to be offered. Ac- 
cordingly, when Joshua bad subdued tha laud, he 
chose Shiloh (which maaiu a place of loat), and that 
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or a space of three handred years was known and 
onoured as the place of Jehovah's habitation. After- 
rardsy for the sins of the people, He ** refused the 
ibemacle of Shiloh, the tent which He placed among 
lea " (Ps. Ixxviii. 60), and He never returned there, 
tat subsequently, on Mount Moriah adjoining Mount 
ion and the city of David, in the place of the sheathed 
9roid and the accepted sacrifice (2 Sam. xxiv. 18 and 
Chron. zxi. 26-28), He found His rest, an habita- 
on for the Mighty God of Israel (Ps. cxxxii.), and 
lere His people gathered to His name, and there His 
cry appeared to them, long prior to either Jeremiah 
* Isaiah. This was about 130 years after Shiloh was 
)i6aken. There is no difficulty in the matter. The 
Lterval was one of trial and disorder, and it was not 
II Solomon was established on the throne that the 
me tm Deut ziL 10 to be again fulfilled arrived. A 
view of the record of these events in the Word will 
ake it all quite clear. 

First, in Joshua xviiL we read that ** The whole con- 
^gation of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and 
t up the tabernacle of the congregation. And the 
nd was subdued before them.'' Here we find God 
ilhful to His promise, and the people living in the 
anifest enjoyment of His favour and blessing. At 
liloh the solemn lot was cast for the inheritance of 
le tribes (ziz. 51) ; and there the commandment of 
loses respecting the cities of the Levites was carried 
It. (xxi 2.) 

Then in Judges xviiL 31 we have the expression in 
ference to Dan's stolen image, that it continued " all 
.e time the house of God was in Shiloh," an expres- 
>n which is in exact harmony with the rest of the 
''old. " He refused the tabernacle of Joseph and 
.ose not the tribe of Ephraim ; but cho^e the tribe of 
idah, the Mount Zion which He loved, and He built 
is sanctuary like high places, like the earth which he 
kth established for ever." (Pa. Ixxviii. 67-69.) At 
liloh it might have remained had the priests and 
K>ple been faithful, but it is written : ** Go ye now 
ito my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my 
ime at the first, and see what I did tg it for the 
Lckedness of my people Israel ". (Jer. viL 12.) '' If 
I will not hearken to me to walk in my law . . . 
ten will I make this house like Shiloh." (Jer. xxvL 6.) 
The remarkable narrative in Joshua xxii. of the holy 
alousy of the people (Phinehas, the son of !Eleazar 
ling still alive), exhibits most strikingly the acknow^ 



ledgment of Shiloh as the one place of sacrifice. The 
elders with Phinehas said to the two and a-half tribes, 
who had erected their altar on the borders of Canaan : 

" Rebel not against the Lord, nor against us, in build- 
ing you an altar beside the altar of the Lord our God". 
The answer was distinct and emphatic — " The Lord 
God of gods, the Lord God of gods, He knoweth, and 
Israel he shall know, if it be in rebellion or in trans- 
gression (save us not this day), that we have built an 
altar to turn from following the Lord, or if to offer 
burnt-offering, or meat-offerings, or to offer peace-offer- 
ings thereon, let the Lord himself require it . . . 
We said. Let us now prepare to build us an altar, not 
for burnt-offerings, or for sacrifice, but that it may be 
for a witness between us and you . . . Ood 
forbid that we should rebel against the Lord, and turn 
this day from foUowing the Lord to build an altar for 
burnt-offerings, for meat-offerings, or for sacrifice, be- 
side the altar of the Lord God which is before the 
tabernacle." 

With this assurance Israel was satisfied, and it is 
manifestly difficult to explain it otherwise than as a 
proof that all concerned knew of the law in Deut. xiL, 
and of God's appointment of Shiloh as Uie exclusive 
place of sacrifice. 

That it was actually used as such is certain from the 
scriptures which follow. In Judges xix. 18 we fijid 
the Levite going to the house of the Lord, and in xxL 
we read of a yearly feast in Shiloh. In Ruth (while 
the law is shown to have been strictly observed) there 
is no mention or hint of any local altar. In 1 Sam. i. 
Elkanah is spoken of as going up yearly from his city 
in Mount Ephraim to worship and sacrifice at Shiloh. 
The special sin of Uli's sons who ministered there is 
stated to have been that they caused men to abhor the 
offering of the Lord ; but it is not said (as we might 
expect' from Professor Smith's view) that they then 
sacrificed elsewhere. For a time it appears that the 
Lord in some measure forsook the place, but when 
according to His ways, of which we see so much in the 
Word, He raised up a prophet on the failure of the 
priesthood, we read (1 Sam, iiL 21) — "The Lord ap- 
peared again in Shiloh, for the Lord revealed Himself 
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord "* 

In chap. iv. the ark is brought up from Shiloh to 
the camp and is taken. By the glory then departing 
(ver. 21, 2*2), I apprehend that more is meant than the 
loss of the ark itself. There was no more hope of 
seeing the Shekinah shining there as the token of God's 
presence in the sanctuary. In chap. viL the ark is. vc^ 
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stored by the Philistines, and finds a dwelliug-plaoe in 
the house of Abinmlab after being twenty years in 
Kirjath-jearim. In chap. xiv. Saul bids Ahiah " bring 
hither the ark (for tlie ark of God was at that time 
witli the children of Israel)". This was in Gibeah of 
Benjamin, apparently the same place as Abinadab's 
abode, which is also called the hill of Gibeah. It is 
not in any way again mentioned in connection with 
Shiloh. Probably Shiloh had before this time been 
destroyed, for the priests are found at Nob. 

But what of Samuel, of whose sacrificing in other 
places Professor Smith speaks as a proof that the law 
of Dcut. xil was then unknown 1 Stange if he did 
not know of a law which had manifestly been in full 
operation so long ! We find no exceptions to the cus- 
tom of sacrificing at Shiloh all the time the ark and 
tabernacle were there, save such as prove the rule. 
These are the sacrifices of Gideon and Manoah, in Uio 
presence of the Angel of the Lonl, on a rock, and 
Gideon's altar and sacrifice by express divine command. 
Tlie other altar, called " Jehovah Shalom," is not men- 
tioned as a place of sacrifice, but was like the altar of 
the Reubenites for a memorial and witness. (Jud. vi) 

Professor Smith implies that if Samuel had known 
of the law of Deut. xii., he would have sacrificed at 
Nob. But God had not chosen and appointed that 
place, and the ark was not there. Doubtless in sacri- 
ficing at Ramah, Gilgal, and elsewhere, he stood as a 
prophet in God's counsel. At Mizpeh (1 Sam. vii. 6), 
he poured forth water before the Lord, and afterwards 
offered a sucking lamb, whether on a rock or an altar 
we know not. All this time the kingdom was in 
terrible disorder, and sometimes, as we see in chap, 
xiii., was altogether in the hands of the Philistines. 
It was no time of rest for the people, or for the 
gathering of the tribes according to the law to the one 
sanctuary. Soon after, the priestly line of Eli was 
nearly destroyed, and the survivor was a fugitive with 
the rightful but rejected king in Adullam. Tliere was 
nothing incongruous with Deut. xii. in Samuel's other 
altars at such a juncture. To speak of them as neces- 
sarily, in our view, superstitious or heathenish because 
apart from the one appointed place ichen there was no 
such place, betrays a singular misapprehension of the 
circumstances of the case. 

Pabt V. ZioN Chosen. 
The true heart of David, however, yearned for the 



fulfilment of the divine promise. He longed for the 
day when the ark should again have its choeen resting 
place. He knew by revelation that God had chosen 
Zion to be the seat of sovereignty and the joy of the 
whole earth, and thither \nth rejoicing he brought up 
the ark from the house of Abinadab to the place which 
he had prepared for it. (2 Sam. vi. 3 ; 1 Chron. xv. 
3.) But the high place with the tabernacle remained 
at Gibeon. (1 Chron. xxi. 29.) It was only the aik 
that was in Zion. The troubled reign of David was 
not the fitting time for the new fulfilment of Dent 
xiL in the establishment of the sanctuary. But God 
had promised David, "I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel" (2 Sam. vii. 20^, and his son was to 
build the house according to the divine plan which ] 
David had received. In 1 Kings viii we find the | 
work accomplished in the appointed place (1 Chron. I 
xxiL 1), and there the ark was brought in — ^the staves 
being taken out to denote the termination of its wander- 
ings and yet the ends were seen behind it to recall ibe 
memory of the former days. The tabernacle also was 
brought up from Gibeon (2 Chron. v. 5) ; and in 3 
Kings vii. wo find Solomon asking for answers to aD ! 
prayers directed "to this place," and saying, " Blessed 
be Jehovah that hath given rest to His people, according 
to all that He promised ". (Ver. 56). 

Here we have the accomplishment of Dent xii, and 
Psalm cxxxil celebrates the consummation. "Arise, 

Lonl, imto Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy 
strenj^'th, ... for the Lord hath choeen Son. 
He hath chosen it for His habitation. This is my 
rest for ever, here will I dwell. I will abundantly 
bless her provision, I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

1 will also clothe her priests with salvation, and her I 
saints shall shout aloud for joy." i 

The 84th Psalm gives us the thoughts of the pions I 

Israelite in regard to the yeariy pilgrimages to the 

house of God. Thither the tribes went up, the tribes j 

of His inheritance. It is needless to refer to all tiie I 

language of the Psalms (which will be the language of j 

Israel in a more intelligent and a loftier stiain in s 

future day), expressing the knowledge of His people's 

privilege in gathering to His house. It may suffice to 
refer to the maAy padsages which show with what joy 
and reverence the Sanctuary at Jerusalem was I^ 
garded. But according to Professor Smith, aU this j 
time the law in Deut xii. was unknown, and Israel } 
was cuided by the commAind in Exod. xx, as to alteff 
in otiber places. 
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Part VI. The Apostacy op the Te^ Cribbs. 

All that followed on tho revolt of the ten trihes 
tends to contradict his view. The reason of Jeroboam's 
apostacy in the erection of his idolatrous altars at Dan 
and Bethel was his fear that the people would " go up 
to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem ". 
(1 Kings xii.) In 2 Chrou. xi. 13, we read not only 
of the priests and Levites that were in all Israel 
resorting to Rehoboam, but *•' after them, out of all 
the tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to seek the 
Gotl of Israel came to Jerusalem to sacrifice unto the 
Lord God of their fathers". But Professor Smith 
would have us to believe that they thus all left their 
homes and lands quite needlessly, for they had the 
remedy i(i their own hands, and might have gone on 
sacrificing to Jehovah with- equal acceptance else- 
where than at Jerusalem. 

Wlien king Asa put away the idols out of all the 
land of Judah and Benjamin, and the cities which he 
had taken, and " renewed the altar of the Lord that 
was before the porch of the Lord," " they fell to him 
out of all Israel in abundance, when they sdv that his 
God was with him". (1 Chron. xv. 8-9.) When 
Jchosaphat ordered his kingdcmi, he took away " the 
high places " (2 Chron. xvii. 6) ; and though that is an 
expression that may include altars of false gods (xv. 3), 
yet it must not be so restricted. In 1 Kings iii. 3-4, 
we read that "the people sacrificed in high places, 
because there was iio house built unto the fifime of the 
Lord until those daysy* a statement full of significance 
and importance. And it is both interesting and im- 
portant to observe that while Jehosaphat in his refor- 
mation sent teachers to all thd cities of ^udah, and 
with them Levites and priests with the hook of the 
law who taught the people (2 Chron. xvi), there is no 
hint that he " guided himself by the law of Exodus ** 
" in commanding anyone to build altars in any place 
where God had revealed His name ". He, evidently, 
was not ignorant of the law of Deut. xii. And in his 
noble prayer of faith in 2 Chron. xx., part of his plea 
with God was that they had built Him a sanctuary for 
His name, and his expectation rested on the divine 
faithfulness when they stood before His house, for His 
name was there ; and after the victory, they returned 
in triumph to the house of tho Lord in Jerusalem. 

May it not be said that in the days contemplated in 
Deut. xiL, days, namely, when Israel was at rest (not 
such days as those of war and misery during the lives 



of Samuel and Saul), it was needful thus to have one 
appointed place of sacrifice 1 The priests in each act 
of sacrifice had a part to bear, for the law had put 
men at a distance from God, and the intervention of 
priesthood had necessarily followed. But priests in 
days of peace were chiefly to be found in their order 
and ready for service, according to divine appointment, 
in the place of the sanctuary. There was their in- 
heritance. (Deut. xviiL 2.) They had cities for their 
families, but no lands like the other tribes. They 
were encouraged to come thither with all the desire of 
their mind (ver. 6, " unto the place which the Lord 
shall choose "), to minister in the name of the Lord 
their God. There was no provision whatever for local 
altars, because there was no provision for local priests. 
God's original command was, " ^fakc me a sanctuary 
that I may dwell among them ". (Exod. xxv. 8.) A 
ritual was provided, an altar of sacrifice, and an altar 
of incense (and it is not pretended that there was any 
altar of incense elsewhere), a priesthood, feasts for 
assembling of all tho people, and a great day of 
Atonement, as we read of fully in Lev. xxiii., and the 
Shekinah of glory shadowed the mercy seat. What 
was the response of the true Israelite, as he thought of 
these things? "Lord, I have loved the habitation 
of thine house, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth." (Psalm xxvL) It was not possible that in 
any other place the grand ceremonies of the year could 
be performed, and to the believing heart how great was 
the loss of them ! 

Part VII. The Prophets. 

It would require too much space to enter on Prof. 
Smith's reference to the prophets. Questions of inter- 
pretation would arise, which cannot be fully discussed 
here. It is at all events certain that the prophets 
found in the established place of Jehovah's worship, 
the theme of their loftiest praise, as they saw it in all 
its magnificance and glory, the centre, not alone of all 
Israel's worship, but also of all the nations. As we 
read in Deut. xii. of the divine purpose to choose such 
a place when Israel was settled in tlie land, we see the 
fitting complement of all the previous provisions for 
the worship of the people. The Pentateuch, with all 
its varied laws, would be incomplete without it. The 
types of the tabernacle embodied instraction to the 
believing Israelite, and they teach us now. They 
spoke of the Saviour, of salvationy and of the coming 
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glojy. The Epistle to the Hebrews expounds them to 
us, and leaves us without a line of light on the local 
altars. To imagine that the law for one exclusive 
place of sacrifice was withheld for seven hundred years 
after Moses is to conceive that it was delayed till the 
kingdom was divided, and when the hope of accom- 
plishing the purpose of gathering all Israel together to 
the Mercy Seat and to the appointed feasts of Jehovah 
had been utterly lost 1 Yot such is the teaching of 
this learned Professor. 

But then he refers to the case of Elijah, who 
"guided his life by the law of Exodus, and knew 
nothing of the law of Deuteronomy ". How he 
guided himself by the law of Exodus when he acted 
evidently by special instruction in erecting twelve 
stones, after the number of the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and making a trench and pouring water on tlie sacri- 
fice, is not explained. His prayer was, " Lord Clod of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 
day that Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at Thy 
word". (1 Kings xviii.) And the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the sacrifice, and licked up the 
water. His was in fact an illustrous instance of faith 
in the faithfulness of God. He saw Israel divided, 
ten tribes from two, but he saw them also indissolubly 
one in Jehovah's purposes, and he acknowledged it 
before the apostate king and all the people. 

It is true that in Horeb his complaint was that they 
had digged down God's altars ; and it may be con- 
ceded that these were altars erected in Israel to the 
true God, and that this is not a reference to the sin of 
Israel in the overthrow of the divine iiustitutions of 
Moses* It is probable that it was from seeing one of 
these altais that Naaman was led to ask for his two 
mules' burdens of earth to take with him to Syria. 
But the case of Elijah, Ehsha, and Micaiah in Israel 
was a very special one. After so many in Israel had 
fallen to Judah. in Asa's time, ** Baasha huilt Rtwiah 
that lie might not suffer any to go out or to come in to 
Aaa, king of Judah ", (1 Kings xv. 17.) The altars ' 
spoken of in Exod. xx. were therefore again the re- 
sources of faith, as they had been in the days of ' 
Samuel and of David ; and as we now find our 
resource amid the ruin of the Church in the promise 
of the Lord's presence, where two or three are gathered 
to Hifl name. Zerubbabel, too, we may suppose, thus 
found his authority on the return of the people from 



Babylon, when ho and the priests at once erected an 
altar and offered sacrifices before the foundation of the 
house of the Lord was laid, and when there was no 
altar of incense prepared, and they had no ^lercy Seat. 
For the Word of God is (jakk — living — it applies in 
fresh living power under all the needs of the heart 
and conscience, and under every variety of circum- 
stances into which the people of CJod are brought. 
Oftentimes has lie risen in special ways above His 
dispensations, as the Lord tanght the people of Naza- 
reth when He oj^eueil the book and read in tlieir 
hearing Isa. Ixi. and then spoke of the woman cf 
Sarepta and Naaman the Syrian, and He HimsL-lt 
answered the prayer of the SyroPhenician woman. 
So it was that lie employed a Deborah instead of tlio 
high priest to be the leader of His people, and lluldah 
the prophetess to teach them. 

Part YIII. Conclusion. 
Perhaps enough has now been said to show that 
there is no inconsistency whatever between Exod. xx. 
and l>eut. xii. Nay more, perhaps some further con- 
firmation may have been given, to the confidence of 
all who have delighted to sec the essential unity and 
hanuony of the sacred Scriptures. And so it will ever 
be, when the heart is opon(Kl to attend, and light and 
understanding are sought from the Lord Himself. 
Who tcachcth lilce Him ! The word in Deut. xii. is 
thus easily seen to be the first ty[)ical picture of t]ic 
" house of prayer for all nations," and a vivid though 
distinct view of Him, to ivho7n. shall '* the gathering of 
the people be ". Moses wrote of Him, and the spirit 
of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. But unhappily 
the rash and undevout spirit of modern criticism hns 
nothing in common with the teachableness of the Utile 
child, which can wait for the clearing away of nil 
darkness and all difticidtics, in the persuasion that all 
Scripture is indeed given of G<xl, and that 
** God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain." 

It is a most melancholy reflection that those who are 
set to teach the students of divinity seem to 1h3 
busy scattering the seeds of doubt, and sending forth 
a i-ace of young self-confident ministers, separated in 
sympathy, far as the poles, from the poor of the flock, 
who are ordinarily its suLytance and ils strength. Of 
all such teachers it may now as of old be truly siiid, 
that they " err,, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
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power of Clod". If tlicy arc wise in'.time, they will 
leave the throne of criticism to lake DaVid^s place, and 
5^ay with him, " T am tliy servant, give me under- 
standing that r may know thy tcvVfirponics". (Ps. 
(■•xix. 125.) It is the wisdom which cometli from 
ahuvo that i.s wanted — the wisdom which is satisfied 
with the simplicity that is in Christ. 

The Scriptuns of truth are a grand and goodly 
•'■lifice, the growth <»f ages under the watchful eye of 
Ilim who lilted them for the blessing of men and His 
<-^v'n gl'»ry. Professor Smith and many othere think 
(hat they can separate the parts and construct it all 
again Avithout injury to- its symmetry or strength. 
lUit all these attempts must end in confusion. The 
experience of ages has taught us that the only way to 
\n'oi\t hy the AVord is to listen to it as the voice of the 
living God, and that as "the knowledge of Christ is 
the most excellent of sciences," so the most truly 
learned is he who has the deepest enjoyment in his 
soul of the power and sweet u'.'ss of that Word which 

liv.'th and endureth for ev<'r. 

]\f. W. 



REMARKS ON ROMANS IV. 

(ContiiD'cd from -pafjc 1:?6.) 

ABPAIIA^r standing in this grace AVas standing in 
righteour.ness hefon* God, and a truly blessed posi- 
tion it was. It was one free from every obstacle that 
could oppose the character of God, or hinder his blessings. 
God cannot find fault with a righteous man. ' Righ- 
t<-ousness does not ojipose any part of' God's character. 
In such a one then there cannot be a forfeiture of any 
favour, of any promise of God. All blessing is 
secured thereby in harmony AA^th the Holiness, 
Righteousness, and Truth of God. What can take 
this righteousness froiu us? Tis not procured by 
woi'ks of our own. The righteousness of faith is the 
result of the death of Jesus whereby sin was borne 
a'.^ay before (J^od. Who can place remitted sins again 
t » our account ? Hero lic^s the inaccessible barrier that 
d'-^es all the malignnnt power of hell and Satan. 
Who can invalidate tlie death of Jesus, and unsettle 
prior sinners out of grace, life, righteousness, and God 
Himself — their inheritance] God will not do it ; He 
rais"d Jesus from the dead in testimony ♦o the efficacy 
of His blood having juit sin away, that our faith and 
hope may be in Himself (1 Pet. 1). Satan cannot do 



it for he is a conquered enemy ; his power is nullified^ 
and he is robbed of his prey (Isa. liii.). Well may we 
chaUengo the enemy with the triumphant questioni 
" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? " It may be heard in silence : for every tongue 
that shall rise against them in judgment He shall 
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord, and their righteousness is of Me saith the Lord. 

In this righteousness sinners are planted, Abraham 
was planted. God now makes promises to him. God 
is his God for ever. Canaan is a pattern of his inheri- 
tance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. The security of it is his standing in righteous- 
ness. " For the promise that he should be heir of the 
world was not through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith," and it is added " Therefore it is 
of faith that it might be by grace, to the end the 
promise might be sure to all the seed ". 

The faith of Abraham was in the promise of a son, 
when he was old and Sarah barren. It contained 
Isaac, the promised seed, when nature was destitute of 
all power of its own, and rendered it impossible by any 
means save the mighty power of God. This Abraham 
knew, but he looked not at nature's inability, he 
believed in his own weakness, but rested in the 
quickening power of God to accomplish His promise. 
This was entire resting upon God, and this is a faith 
which every child of Abraham possesses. It is to be 
the mark of all the saved people of God, and as such it 
is spoken of. 

The sinner's character is typified in Abraham's 
childless condition ; it was one of death, weakness, 
inability. Now the Gospel is to such what the 
promise was to Abraham. If we believe in Christ for 
forgiveness and life, we are righteous as Abraham was 
when he believed. The Gospel proclaims forgiveness 
to all who will receive it. Faith in this gospel puts us 
into the position of righteous persons before God, 
because we are believing on Him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead. Thus, as righteous persons we see 
ourselves mised up in Christ beyond death, and our 
hope is that wo shall indeed know this in reality, 
when we will sing the triumphant song, " death, 
where is thy sting, grave where is thy victory," and 
will reign with Him in life for ever. 
, Such faith, like Abraham's, rests indeed upon God 
according to His promise, and not upon self. This 
faith is opposed to self righteousness, to any resting 
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whatever upon self. It does not admit of the false 
teaching now (and I believe at all times) so general, 
that there is a liability of becoming a child of Satan, 
and of finally perishing after believing the Gospel. 
No ; the security of every humble dependent believer 
is the Resurrection of Jesus, which is God's witness to 
them of righteousness and life, as it shews sin put 
away through death, and Jesus triumphing over it in 
resurrection for them. Those who believe in God rest 
upon His power alone to give them life and righteous- 
ness, and see for their comfort the way he does so in 
Jesus. This faith looks away from self ; 'tis faith in 
the perfect understanding of sin and death, but of life 
and righteousness in Jesus. We take the place of 
death in ourselves, yea without fear, for we know both 
the grace and quickening power of God that are for 
us. Such views of nature frighten the world, they 
cannot receive them, for they cannot trust God to save 
them out of such a condition. But the children of 
God are taught of Him, taught their own selves, and 
His own ways of grace and power towards them in 
Christ. They trust Him for all, but it is on the sure 
intelligent groxmd of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. On these their faith and hope are grounded. 
Faith and hope embrace present and future salvation, 
the future being only the realisation of what faith 
possesses now. 

Like Abraham we believe, and are accounted 
righteous. We stand in the result of the work of 
the cross, and the power of God in resurrection, as 
Abraham did in a new position of circumstances from 
childlessness to being ** a father of many nations," so 
we stand now in life and righteousness. 

Now there are two precious results spoken of as 
flowing from this faith in God, viz. : — " Peace with 
God," and " Joy in God ". And such must have been 
the frame of Abraham's spirit when strong in faith. 
He could give God the glory as if he were in the very 
actual possession of a son. Joy was in God indeed 
then, 9uch as the promise and the gift could inspire. 
But it was the fruit of strong faith. No doubt, he 
had the same joy when Isaac was bom, but let us 
dwell upon his faith in God which could embrace the 
subject of the promise so tangibly as to give glory to 
God, as a God of truth and power. Thus, joy could 
not fail to accompany his faith, nothing could restrain 
it, it flowed as a necessary consequence of faith, the 
blessedness and certainty of the promise called it forth. 



His heart was in it, he valued it, he could not remain 
unaffected by it. So with poor, trembling sinners on 
the apprehension of life and righteousness in Christ, 
they joy ill God, they give glory to God. This is 
happy wo'Tship. The spring of it their faith, the 
subject of it, the promisa God is approached in 
spirit with delight to give Him glory, as having 
removed our guilt, having covered our nakedness. 
This is the privilege of faith. The world knows 
nothing of it; they refuse the position of death, as 
sinners, and knowing not the measure of their guilt, 
cover themselves in their own works as their righteous- 



ness. 



How truly blessed to think that no chai^ge of sin 
can be madp against me that the cross of Christ does 
not meet 1 meet all the charges of a guilty conscience, 
and satisfy it with what satisfies God, so I have peace 
with God. There is often perhaps a difference between 
our experience of this peace, and the peace made for 
us with God by the cr*ss. The reason is, faith is not 
exercised in the truth that has procured it with Grod 
so as to jTtstify ourselves in His sight, hence we 
may be disquited ; yet the peace has been made, and is 
for us in God. 

Such is the grace of God in this chapter. In ch. 
iii. its extent ; in iv. its immutability. Abiding 
grace, out of which nothing can displace the people of 
God — still grace in every circumstance. Our walk of 
faith and obedience cannot interfere with it God 
imposes itb condition to be performed by us to abide 
therein. Taken up by it in sin and alienation from 
God, we are justified freely, and the same grace keeps 
us, and comforts us unto the end. It establishes us for- 
ever in 4)le8sing, in the security of the death and 
resurrection t)f Jesus. The objects of it are the 
ungodly ; the work of it, foi^iveuess of sins, righteous- 
ness, life, security ; the medium of its reception, faith ; 
its fruits, peace with, and joy in God. 

Such is the way God is pleased to fiuiiish us with 
the knowledge of His ways, that we may know them 
to our comfort against the false teaching of Christen- 
dom, the suggestions of unbelief, and the deceptions of 
Satan. May we be indeed sanctified by such know- 
ledge of His marvellous grace to His service, and 
prove the constraining power of it in our labours of 
love, not using it to tba liberty of the flesh, but to the 
service, and in the fellowship of Jesus ; waiting to 
realise this crowning grace in all its fulness at His 
coming again, when w<^ shall sec him face to face, and 
be like Him in glory for ever. 
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HALF-YEARLY MEETIKGB OF BELIEVERS 

IN SHETLAND. 



BELIEVING a number are interested in the Lord's 
work in these islands, I send a few notes of 
the thiid half-yearly meetings, which were held as 
formerly, in Mason's Hall, Lerwick, on Friday, July 
4th. The night previous a special meeting was 
held, the exercises to be as the Lord might guide. 
And truly He was in our midst. It was a most 
precious time. 

The meeting began by singing — 

J* The countless multitude on high, 

That tune their songs to Jesus' name, 
All merit of their own deny, 
And Jesus' worth alone proclaim." 

The Hymn gave the keynote. 

^' The risen Lamb " filled our gaze from beginning to 

end, as we were led to contemplate his glories in Eev. 

V. The praise of the redeemed and extending to 

" every creature " recorded there, provoked us again to 

sing with much heart — 

*' Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honour and power divine, 
And blessings more than we can give, 
Be Lord, for ever thine." 

Further blessing was vouchsafed from the reading 
of John xiv. 16-19, and Rom. viil, the former telling 
us of the Comforter, who takes of the things of Jesus 
and shews them unto us, and the latter of ** no con- 
demnation," "no accusation," and " no separation ". 

Expectation of blessing on a coming day was not 
disappointed, a good number were in from surrounding 
districts, some having come from fourteen to twenty 
miles, walked it of course, trains or tramways being 
unknown here. The time of year precluded many 
from being present, being otherwise engaged, so that 
the attendance was not up to last meetings. 

The meetings on Friday were begun with a " sweet 
hour of prayer" followed by two hours of edifying 
ministry. " Holiness " was the line of truth in which 
the blessed Spirit led, as suggested by 2 Ck>r. iiL 
18. much precious and practical truth was brought 
out After an interval and tea, reports of the Lord's 
work in different districts were given which told of 
time of testing, time of learning, and in some cases of 
blessing in the conversion of souls. Answers to ques- 
tions filled up the remainder of the evening, which on 
the whole, was not considered so profitable as the former 
part of the day. 



Altogether we wore laid under a deep debt of 

gratitude to the Lord for the power and blessing 

that characterised the meetings throughout. And 

looking over the progress that has been made these 

five or six years past, we may well " thank God 

and take courage." Brother Martin left for the south 

Isles on Saturday, Brother M*Intyre for Sand wick. 

Brothers Swaney and Smith for Whiteness, while 
Brother Law and myself were detained in Lerwick, 
where again we had a most precious day. Fully 100 
came out to the meeting for ministry of the Word in 
the afternoon and above 200 to the gospel meeting, 
where we had the joy of seeing some tokens of Gk)d's 
power, to whom be glory for ever more. 

Yours in the Lord Jesus, . 

COLIN CAMPBELL. 

Whiteness, Shetland, 
July Ig, 1879. 



OIBOXJMSTANOES. 



If we, beloved, did but value what we have in 
Christ; if we but took account of our condition in 
relation to the Lord, and not in relation to circumstances, 
we should always be happy beyond expression — our 
joy would be full ; but it is in thai point we fail We 
love circumstances — we live in the power of them too 
much ; in the light of the Lord's favour too little, and 
we are dull, and low, and half-hearted. Were it not 
so with us, the journeys in company with the cloud, 
chequered as they are, would find us, and leave us 
still a happy people. For it is one Jesus throughout, 
whether it be the day of the blood (Ex. xii.) ; of the 
song (Ex. XV.) ; or of the cloud (Ex. xiil) ; one and 
the same Jesus who was with us in the circumstances 
of human life, in the dying love of the cross, in the 
life of intercession in heaven, and who will give us His 
unchanged self in glory for ever. 

GB£ENOOK "FAST DAY". 

THURSDAY 2nd OCTOBER. 

THE usual half-yeurly meeting will D.Y. be held on above 
date in Gospel Hall, West Burn Street, 

12-30 till 4 p,m, 
Hmuiliation, Confession and Prayer, with Ministry relative 
thereto. 

4'30 till 6. 
Tea— Conyersatione. 

7 p.m. 
Short Addresses to Saved and Unsaved. 



NOTIOR 



IF any of the readers of the Northern Wiiness have copies of 
the April Number unused, they would oblige by sending a 
few to the Publishers who will account for the same.— Geo. 
Turner & Ca, 40 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 

Mr. Colin Campbell has removed from Stirling to 80 Battery 
Place, Rothesay. 
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SPECIAL OFFER FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBEft ONLIT. 

(ORDERS TO ARRIVE IN GLASGOW NOT LATER THAN 30th.) 



-•* 



GOSPEL BOOKS, LEAFLETS, AND TRACTS AT HALF-PRICE. !. 



Having on hand a considerable quantity of the undermentioned Little Books, &c., we wisl^ to 
have them put into circulation. To induce others to help us in otheir distribution, we have depidcd 
to offer them during the month of September on the following low terms : — , p 

(z) Post Office Orders sent for TEN SHILLINGS will have Gospel Books, &c, sent against them to the ysIbi 
of TWENTY SHILLINGS (pub. price), PURCHASER PAYING CARRIAGE. 

(2) Post Office Orders sent for FIFTY SHILLINGS wiU have Books sent to the valne of FIVE POUNDS 
pnb. price), CARRIAGE PAID. 

The following have been set apart :— 

Lizzie's Choice (Jd.); Edinburgh Leaflets (8d. per loo) ; To him that hath shall be given (\^.)\ 
Northern Evangelist, 1878 (is. 6d.); Not Condemned (id.); The Blood (id.); God's Good News (is. per 
100); Words of Grace and Truth (Jd.); Warning Bills, 3 kinds (id.); Regulations, Weights and Measures 
Act (8d. per 100) ; The Great Gulf Fixed (8d. per 100) ; Saved and Taken Home (Jd.); Sodom's Destruc- 
tion <Jd.); The Herald of Salvation, in numbers (Jd.); Is that iti Is it so simple? (Jd.); Eternity 
Dark (Jd.) ; The Painter and Child (Jd.) ; I Want to be Sure about It (Jd.), &c. 

The Selection to be made by Publishers, 

BELIEVER'S BOOKS AND LEAFLETS. 

A number of these have also been selected to be sold at low rates. We trust that many who are desirous 
of spreading the Truth will avail themselves of the opportunity thus afforded. 

(z) Post Office Orders sent to the amonnt of FIVE SHILLINGS will have Books, &c, sent to the value of 
NINE SHILLINGS, PURCHASER PAYING CARRIAGE. 

(a) Post Office Orders sent to the amount of TEN SHILLINGS will have Books, &c., sent to the vake of 
TWENTY SHILLINGS, PURCHASER PAYING CARRIAGE. 

(3) Post Office Orders sent to the amount of FIFTY SHILLINGS will have Books, &c., sent to the vahie of 
FIVE POUNDS, CARRIAGE PAID. 

The following will guide as to the Books included : — 

On Giving, By J, R, C, (id.) ; Wine Question, By R. T, H, (\^ per 100) ; Teaching, Worship, and Rule, 
By Alex, Stewart (Jd.) ; The Life Giver and Judge, By the same (Jd.) ; Sins forgiven. By J, R. C (Jd.) ; The 
Gift and the Reward, By J. R. C. (Jd,); The Church (Leaflet), (is. 6d. per 100); Church Fellowship. jS[; 
A. O, M, (id.); The Church, Fellowship, Worship, Service, and Ministry (id.); Jacob A-Dying, By J, L 
Harris (id.) ; The Giving of the Law, By the same (id.) ; Isaac's Dwelling Places, By Macleod Wylie, (Jd.); 
We Beheld His Glor}', By the sapie (id,); Hymns and Verses, By the same (66.); Separated unto God, By 
Lord Radstock (id.) ; Communion with God, By J, Dmham Smith, (id.) ; Uncle Johnson (id.) ; Things to 
Come, By /. R. C, (cloth, gilt, is. 6d.); Baptism, its Meaning and its Imitations (id.) ; The Assemblies, for 
1873 (8d.) ; The Old Prophets, By/. Albert Boswell (id.). 

The Selection to be made by Publishers, 

These Special Lots can be had only during September direct from Glasgow, and not through the trade; 
GLASGOW : GEORGE TURNER & Co., 40 Sauchiehall Street. 




FSOU EOTPT TO OAKAAK. 



Part IX.— THE MEMORIAL FEA8T. 

" Tbia d>y slull be onto jod for ■ Usxobial and ye shall 
keep it t./ta>t to the Lord thronghont yoiir ganerationa. . . . 
Ya iball observe this thing for aa ordiaanoa to thee and to thy 
taas/or erwr/'-ExoiJ. m. 1*, 2i. 

" Thit do in rememSronce of Mt . . . for a» oftan aa ya 
(■t thU Vnad and driak tbia cnp ye do thew Ou Lord^i deaih 
HLL He coKK ".—1 Coa. u. 2*, 28, 

THE feast instituted on the night of larael's deliver 
ance was to be observed by them throughout all 
generatlonB. Redemption by the blood of the Paschal 
Lamb they were ever to have in remembrance, even 
after the wilderness was past, and the pilgrim host had 
settled in the land flowing with milk and honey. 
Doubtless it pointed onward {as do all the tffjws) to 
Calvary, but it was a memorial too of a redemption 
and deliverance wrought for them in the past. What 
the memorial feast of the Passover was to Israel — the 
Lord's Supper in many respects is to the Chriatian now. 
Of course there are many points in contrast, even as 
grace is a contrast to law, and Christianity to Judaism. 
'Xlie Passover was the memorial of the deliverance of 
an earthly people— the Lord's supper proclaims the 
ileliveiance and call of a heavenly ; the Passover was 
to be eaten by a nation circumcised in the flesh. The 
Lord's Sup^ier by those who have died in the flesh, and 
f»ow live in the Spirit. 

There are three points worthy of notice connected 
tith the Passover found in the Scriptures. 1st, Its 
dstitution by Jehovah at the first, and the obedience 
*t His people in observing it. Snd, Its corruption, ot 



the devil's imitation of God's Passover, and the people 
of God drawn into the snare. 3rd, Jehovah's original 
feast restored in various stages, according to the 
measure of His people's light and faithfulness. 

The Passover ikbtitutbd by Jbhovah. 

1. // teat "the Lor^a Passover," Exod. xiL 11 ; 
therefore He alone gave all the instructions connected 
with it. Nothing was left to Moses' " discretion," or 
the people's " vote ". The New Testament memorial 
feast ie " the Lord's Supper," and He only has a right 
to order the feast, invite the guests, and preside at ths 
Table. It ie not the "Church's supper" nor the 
believers "own supper," else their voice might be 
heard, but it is "the Lord's Supper," and to Him alone 
we moat listen. His commands alone avail in con- 
nection with it. In the days of our Lord's sojnnm 
on earth the Passover feast had dwindled down to a mere 
form, and the traditions of men had got warped up in its 
observance. In speaking of it, He never calls it " the 
Lord's Passover," but " the Jews' Passover " (John ii. 
13; V. 1: Jehovah would not connect His holy 
name with snch a formality, neither will the Lord own 
that as His Supper where His enemies sit, and His 
commands are ignored. 

2. // was for all the L&rite people (Exod. xii 47) ; 
tmless perchance some of them were defiled by the 
dead aa we find in Numbers iz., and for them a 
gracious provision waa made. All the redeemed were 
to keep the feast, and for the n^lect of " it a man was 
to be cut ofT from his people". (Num. ix. 13.) God 
would thereby teach us that carelessness and in- 
dilTerencQ to any of His commands is no less sin than 
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is the breach of others; and that to neglect the keeping 
of the feast incurred His displeasure as well as keeping 
it " unclean," or " with leaven " would have done. 
This is needed truth in a day like oui-s, when positive 
neglect of the Lord's supper is tolerated on all hands, 
and the believer who absents himself from the Lord's 
Table for weeks and months, with no better plea 
than that he " was'nt minding about going," or was 
" too tired " to go, and so kept his bed (and thus stole 
the hours of the day the Lord calls His own), is 
allowed unchecked or unrebuked to take his place at 
the table whenever he chooses. Surely this lesson for 
Israel might teach better things, and if in a day of 
"shadows" and a "worldly sanctuary" where Jehovah 
was only known as " within the veil," reverence and 
subjection were imposed upon the Lord's redeemed in 
the keeping of the feast ; much more ought it to be so 
now, where the saints are gathered in the light of the 
Divine presence, and where " Jesus in the midst " is 
known and adored as " Lord " and " Christ ". A 
believer defiled either by contact with evil without, or 
by allowing the flesh within, ought not to go to the 
Table of the Lord in that condition. Some at Corinth 
evidently did so, and the Lord judged them by weak- 
ness, sickness and death. (1 Cor. xi. 29, 30.) But 
for defiled ones a gracious provision has been made. 
For the Israelites defiled by the dead there was the 
" water of separation," and the " purification for sin," 
see Num. ix. and xix., and for us there is self- 
judgment and confession on our part, and the Lord is 
" faithful and just to forgive and to cleanse from all 
unrighteousnes ". (1 John i. 8, 9). May we each 
learn to prove the riches of His grace to restore us to 
communion when we fail, and likewise to fear before 
Him as the Holy One, and not trifle with His table, 
for " aur Lord is a consuming fire ". 

3. It was not for the foreigner and tJie hired servant, 
(Exod. xii. 45.) Nor is the Lord's supper for the 
unconverted whose condition is now that of " strangers 
and foreigners" (Eph. ii. 19). There were no uncon- 
verted present when the Feast was instituted by the 
Lord. Judas Iscariot went out before it began 
(compare Matt. xxvi. with John xiiL), and we read in 
the Acts of the Apostles that the disciples continued in 
breaking of bread, and of the rest (i.e., the unconverted), 
durst no man join himself to them. (Acts ii. 42, v. 13.) 
Things are changed now. The unconverted " par- 
ishoner" claims his seat at the "sacrament," as he does 



his stance on the market, and even in most of diasent- 
ing churches the unsaved crowd to the feast expecting 
to get salvation, or in some way to be made ready for 
heaven by this " means of grace ". " Hired servanti," 
truly they are too, poor souls, working hard to earn the 
salvation that God- says is for nothing, and this 
"sacrament-taking" helps them on in the sad delusion. 
Some of God's people too are mixed up with it, and 
give it their patronage and their support. 

4. It was to be kept at the LordHs appointed place. 
When Israel reached the land, the Lord chose a 
place to put His name there. Thither the worshipper 
was to bring his offering (Deut xiL 13, 14), and thkbb 
he was to keep the Passover. (See Deut xvi. 5.) The 
city chosen was JerusalenL There and only there was 
the feast to be kept, for there the Lord had put HiB 
name (see 2 Chron. vL 5, 6), and thither the trihei 
went up to " the testimony of Israel ". (Ps. cxxiL 4.) 
On the fourteenth day of the first month year by year 
the gathering tribes might have been seen emerging 
from all quarters, and gathering together to the " City 
of the Great King" to keep the memorial feast 
Beautiful sight. Telling of true-heartedness to Jehovah 
and obedience to His word ; and only eclipsed by the 
account of the early disciples who in obedience to their 
absent Lord's last request " This do in remembrance of 
Me " persisted in gathering together to His name^ and 
to His name alone to eat the Lord's Supper. Ow 
gathering point — " the name of the Lord ** Jeew 
Christ, and one Supper — the Lord's Supper, and all 
that believed were together. (Acts ii 44.) Theie 
were no sects or parties in these happy daya 
" The saints were of one heart and soul, 
And love to Christ inspired the whole." 
5. The time to keep the feast. 
Once a year— the fourteenth day of the first month 
was God's appointed time to keep the feast. To have 
kept it twice in the year, or once in two, would have 
been alike disobedience. To do what Grod commands 
is obedience and nothing else. The word in connexion 
with the Supper is " This do ye as oft as ye drink it in 
remembrance of Me, for as often as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup ye do shew the Lord's death tiU He 
come, (1 Cor. xi 25, 26.) The Church in her eariy 
love kept the feast on the first day of every week (see 
Acts XX. 7), and this is to be our guide* Cold must 
the heart be to Jesus who thinks once a quarter or 
once a year oft enough to shew forth His deatL "As 
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aeldom" as ys do it woald be a mora befitting word 
aurelj for such conduct. And yet this ia the practice 
of thousands who claim to be the Lord's. Itay He 
open their oyoa to boo "a more excellent way". So 
yon see the order of tlio feast^the guests, the place, 
and the time, have all been His care ; and love 
delights to know that Hia wiU remains unchanged, and 
obedience hastes to do it Xow we shall look at 

Thb Dbi'il'b Counterfeit 
of God's reality, for God never did a work upon earth 
but Satan first tried to oppose it, and next to corrupt 
it by introducing a ebam. 

Jeroboam the king of the ten tribes was an idolater. 
It would not have suited His purpose, however (that 
was to draw away the people from God's king to 
follow him), to have introduced idolatry in a barc- 
bonos fa-ihion. So ho fell npon another plan, and 
that was to set up a complete set of counterfeits of all 
God's inatjtntioDB for His people's woRhip. Altars at 
Dan and Bethel iu connexion with calves of gold, 
priests from among the lowest of the people, and a 
pkssovec like unto the feast at Jerusalem on the 
Sfteenlh day of the eighth month. A complete set of 
liabolical shams " devised " wo are told " out of hia 
>wn heart". (1 Kings xiL 28, S3}. Sham altars, 
iham priests, sham worship, and a sham feast at a 
inoQg time. And the people turned from God's 
:eality to Saton's counterfeit, as many always do, until 
ihe reality eventually disappeared, and the counterfeit 
Koa the order of the day. Alas that it should be so 
ttill, for in connection with the Lord's Supper the 
.'onnterfeit is not difficult to discern. Let any Chris- 
li&n take his Bible and compare what goes by the 
lame of the Lord's Supper — from the Roman Catholic's 
' sacrifice of the mass," down to the Protestant's 
' sacrament," and he will see where things ore. But 
,hat is not all If God has put it within our power 
XI set matters right, it surely becomes every saint to 
irake up and act, rather than sit at ease among the 
■uina and say, "we must take things as we find them". 
rhat may soit lukewarm Christianity — but it is 
leftesbing to see in the Scriptures men of a different 
ijHrit, such as Eezckiah, Josiah, and Ifebemiab who 
lot only mourned over the ruin, but set themselves to 
work to effect a 

Eestoratios. 

Hezekiah was the first of these reformers. His 



father was an idolater, and things in the kingdom were 
at their worst. (See 2 Chron. xxviii.) yeverthelesa 
he was not daunted, but set to work at once. " He 
clave to the Lord and departed not from His conunaud- 
mente " (2 Kings xviij. 6) ; and whan a man is 
obedient to the light he has, God gives him more. Ha 
began by demolishing idoktry, cleansing the house of 
the Lord, and setting men and things in their true 
places according to the light he had. Next came the 
Passover, He sent letters lo " all Israel and Judak to 
come up to Jerusalem to Itxep the Passover unto the 
Lord God of Israel, for they had not done it of a long 
in sudi a tort as it is wrillen ". (9 Chron. xsx, 1 and 
5.) This was a bold step, and could scarcely bo 
expected to meet the universal approval of the back- 
slidden people. So the thing was kughed to scorn, and 
the messengers mocked (v. 10). But some felt the 
rebuke, humbled themselves and came, and they kept 
the feast with great joy, as it hod not been kept atnce 
the days of Sohmon (v. 26). This was true rejoicing, 
a step at least in the right direction. But the 
reformer's watchword miiat be onward till ho recovers 
the or i/f trial. 

Josiali was the nest. When little more than a boy 
he began to search the long lost book of the law 
(2 Chron, xkxIv), and he found there things were not at 
all what they ought to be. So he set to work. The 
Passover was kept on the fourteenth day of the first 
month, the right time, and in Jerusalem, the right 
pkce. Great joy and blessing was the result, for there 
was no Passover like it from the "daija of Samuel the 
prophet ■'. (2 Chron. xxxv. 18.) This was a decided 
advance, but the days of Samuel were not the " great 
original" of Exodus xil A long pause followed. 
Babylon's captivity — the temple destroyed— the people 
in darkness and sorrow by the willows of Babylon, till 
M^ehemiah and Ezra arose. The moss of the nation 
saw Jerusalem no more, but a renmant arose and 
went back to Jerusalem with the book in their hamia. 
They commenced to set things in order "as it ia 
written in the lam of Moses, the man of God ". (Ezra 
iii. 2). 

This was ti-ue ground to take. Back to the beginn- 
ing — away past Solomon and Samuel, and a long list 
of other " good men," right back to what was " written 
in the law of Mosea ", This is the only firm ground 
beneath their feet " Thus saith the Lord "^there they 
take their stand. Good mou are not our guide, and 
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although we revere their memory it ia beyond all 
doubt they made great mistakes. God and His word 
are alone infallible. 

The Passover was kept according to the 12th of 
Exodus although only a handful were there, and it was 
kept with joy ** for the Lord had made them joyful ". 
(Ezra vi. 19, 22). This i^as true recovery. Not 
anything new, but the old thing, the real thing revived^ 
at least in minature. And this is what we are called 
to do to-day in regard to the Lord's Supper. Not coin 
a new one, not copy the reformers, the puritans, or the 
great men of our own day, but go back to the Word of 
God and see the original. There has been recovery 
during the last three centuries, even as Hezekiah and 
Josiah so far recovered the Passover, but the danger 
has been to settle down at every step and stereotype 
a creed, and so the sects have done. Each one satisfied 
with a step gained. The watchword of the faithful 
must be " onward " until we stand where the Apostle 
stood in the upper room in Troas 1800 years ago, and 
be able to say as we eat the Lord's Supper— this is the 
thing tJie Lord hath commanded to he done. Not 
indeed claiming to be an " Apostolic Church " for this 
can never be, but as a handful of the scattered sheep 
of the great flock seeking to obey the voice of the " one 
Great Shepherd," even his dying command " This 
do in remembrance of Me", This honour have 
all His saints. 

J. Iv. 



DAVID. 



DAVID'S desire respecting the Ark of Jehovah was 
thus far met ; it was in the place which he had 
prepared for it, and arrangements for the worship and 
service of Jehovah were made. 

David also was at rest in his house, but his affection 
for the ark, the symbol of Jehovah's presence, was not 
yet fully satisfied. 

He was delivered from the persecution by Saul, for 
Jehovah had removed him, had "taken him away in His 
wrath " ; he could contrast his house of cedar with the 
cave of Adullum ; he could appreciate his position, and 
doubtless praised Jehovah for it, yet he was not satis- 
fied; there was still a comparison, if not a contrast, 
before his mind : " See now," said he, " behold I dwell 
in a Tiouse of cedar but the Ark of God dwelleth be- 
itoeen curtains" While thus musing and speaking he. 



formed the purpose according to Jehovah's word, as 
also that of Solomon, to build a house for Jehovah a 
settled rest for the ark. 

It is well, beloved fellow-Christian, to be exercised 
in the things of God, not content with being barely 
saved, not satisfied with our present measure of know- 
ledge, faith, obedience, or service , but " forgetting the 
things that are behind press towards the mark for the 
prize". Nothinpj short of perfect conformity to the 
image of Christ should be our aim, seeking to serve 
more wisely, abundantly, and effectively, yet in all 
these our desires we must be subject to God and to 
His Word, nor act without His guidance and approval 
Too high in obedience we cannot aim, but we may in 
the warmth of our zeal, and perhaps from a mistaken 
motive, aim, in service, at things too high for us, and 
desire more than our line is appointed by the Lord to 
reach. Moreover the words and counsel of godly fel- 
low-saints and servants should be submitted to God, 
and tested by His Word Both these lessons are 
taught us here. 

Nathan, the prophet, having heard the king's words, 
said, " Do all that is in thine heart for God Ib with 
thee," and the thing in David's heart was to build a 
house for Jehovah ; yet that same night Jehovah ap- 
peared to Nathan, and by him communicatGd his mind 
to David. Jehovah accepted David's desire, but did 
not [allow him to fulfil it, so that neither David nor 
Nathan had the very mind of Jehovah, t.e., His counseL 
Let us then, beloved reader, subject our own thoughts 
and desires to the Lord, and while we cheerfully and 
meekly listen to the counsel of others, let us submit 
this also to the Lord and to the test of His Word. 
Nathan did this later in life, when David made Solo- 
mon king, he then added to David's words, " The Lord 
God of my lord says so too ". ApoUos also declined 
fulfilling Paul's desire, which conveyed his judgment, 
that he should visit Corinth. Paul himself tells us 
this, simply adding, " His will was not at all to come 
at this time, but he will come when he shall have con- 
venient time ". 

Most interesting and instructive was Jehovah's mes- 
sage to David : He reminded him that he had not 
dwelt in any house since the people came out of i^ypt 
to that day ; neither had He intimated to any of the 
judges, by a single word, that they were wanting in 
affection or care because they had not built Him a 
house. 
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While Israel sojourned, and dwelt in tents, Jehovah 
was as a sojourner with them, and gave His presence 
in the Tabernacle. Jehovah reminded him also of the 
sheepcot of his shepherd days, the beginning of His 
way with him, and led him step by step in the history of 
his blessings, of all Jehovah's goodness and David's 
greatness, of His purpose to establish and bless His 
people Israel, and finally promised that He would build 
David a house. This He promised to do by raising up 
his son after him, and that he should build the house for 
His name. Solomon teUs us that Jehovah said, ''It was 
well that it was in thine heart," and David gives us in 
1 Chron. xxviii. 6 the reason why he was not allowed 
by Jehovah to build the house : " Thou hast been a 
man of war, and hast shed blood *\ 

Thus Jehovah approved of his purpose, allowed him 
to make provision for the building, and gave him plans, 
but reserved for his son the fulfilment of the father's 
purpose, the erection of the house, the temple for 
Jehovah. 

When it was finished and Solomon led the worship, 
intercession, and praise, then was seen the purpose and 
desire of the father fulfilled by his son. 

This has its answer now in measure and earnest, 
hereafter in fulness, when in the final, the eternal state, 
perfection in person, condition, and place shall be en- 
joyed and witnessed, which perfection will be the 
accomplished eternal purpose of God, not the work of 
either of the Persons in the Godhead alone, but the re- 
sult of the joint counsel and operation of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. 

If the communication from Jehovah was interesting 
and instructive its effect on David's soul was powerful 
and blessed. " Then went King David in and sat be- 
fore Jehovah." 

Persecution, temptation, and sorrow had often driven 
him to God, and he had always found in Him a refuge 
and a deliverer, but this communication of grace and 
goodness drew him there ; he had often fled to Jehovah, 
but on hearing this message he went in and sat before 
Him. His varied experience of God and of himself 
had produced an effect on his spirit, he was more 
humble, chastened in spirit and grateful than ever, and 
this his more matured mind is discemable in his first 
words: "Who am I and what is my father's house 
that thou hast brought me hitherto ; and this was a 
small thing in thine eyes, Jehovah of Hosts ! for 
Thou hasi spoken of Thy servant's house for a great 



while to come ; and is this the manner of man, Lord 
God 1 " He took the low place, he bowed, exalted and 
extolled Jehovah, i.e., he worshipped ; self-abasement 
and adoration of God is worship ; praise and thanks- 
giving are the fruit, the result David then expressed 
his desire for himself and his house, seeking, as the chief 
good, Jehovah's blessing on it. " With Thy blessing 
let the house of Thy servant be blessed." 

It is a great blessing, dear fellow-believer, to have 
acquired the habit of seeking God first of all^ even in 
trouble, instead of trying our own plans Arst and then 
going to Him, as in Ps. cviL, although even then He 
delivers, and so teaches us His loving-kindness (see ver. 
43, also compare Hosea xiv. 9), but it is far more 
blessed so to know Him by His Spirit through His 
Word, as to delight in Himself and His fellowship, 
drawn by His mercies, and comforts, into His presence 
as David was, losing our burdens and increasing our 
joy. 

To return to the history, David went forward in his 
course, smiting his enemies and taking great spoil, en- 
riching the kingdom and furnishing his armory with 
costly trophies of victory, until he gained a great name. 
" Jehovah preserved David withersoever he went, and 
David reigned over all Israel; and David executed 
judgment and justice unto all his people." (2 Sam. 
viiL 14, 16.) 

In the midst of his prosperity his soul was again 
exercised, his affection moved ; he remembered Jona- 
than's faithful love and service, also his oath to show 
kindness to his house, and he inquired — *' Is there not 
yet any of the house of Saul that I may show the 
kindness of God to him for Jonathan's sake " 1 The 
answer to the inquiry was given by Ziba, Saul's ser- 
vant, who said — " Jonathan hath yet a son, lame on 
his feet ". At David's command he was brought into 
his presence, and he, Mephibosheth, bowed, fell on his 
face, and did reverence. David cheered him, promised 
him kindness, to restore to him all the land of Saul, 
his father, and appointed Ziba steward of all; but 
Mephibosheth must sit at the king's table. How like 
David was all this I and how like God ! It was indeed 
the kindness of God, free, undeserved, manifested to- 
' wards the house of his enemy, and to one who could 
only repay by receiving, who, carried to his seat, sai, 
with loyal grateful heart, admiring the king and living 
on his bounty. Such is the kindness of God shown 
towards us through Christ Jesus, a kindness observed 
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by principalities and powers, who are instructed by it, 
and moved to praise ; as it is written, He hath raised 
U8 up together, and made us sit together in the heaven- 
lies in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His klndnsss 
toward us, through Christ Jesus (Ephes. ii. 4-8), and 
again, " To the intent that noto unto the principalities 
and powers in the heavenlies might be known by the 
Church the manifold, (much varied) wisdom of God. 
(Eph. iii. 10). 

The purpose was God's, the plan of redemption His, 
its execution also His, and His the mighty deed of 
love by the Holy Ghost, lifting us out of degradation 
and death (we being as powerless as we were vile) into 
His presence by Christ, there to sit and there to feast 
in fellowship with Himself. Blessed be God our God I 

Thus was manifested the constancy of David's affec- 
tion for Jonathan, and his reverence for the oath of 
God ; his wealth moreover served the helpless cripple. 
Yes 1 Mephibosheth was necessary to David, even as 
we are to Christ in God, suited objects for His grace 
and glory. David had his mighty men of valour who 
could slay giants and conquer hosts, could master a 
lion in a pit in time of snow, others who took their life 
in their hands to meet even his expressed unahf but the 
circle would have been incomplete without Mephibo- 
sheth; his constant love and generous heart needed 
one who could only receive from his hand, sit in his 
presence, and admire him. 

Beloved, let us make much of the Lord Jesus, and 
if he say to us, as the king said to Epther, (Est. v. 3), 
let us, like her, by repeated invitation, first secure His 
presence to banquet with us and afterwards tell Him 
our requests. 

It is written, " Delight thyself also in the Lord, and 
He shall give thee the desires of thine heart." Let the 
Giver be first and chief, then His gifts. 

H. H. 



THE SELiaiOUS FELLOWSHIP OF SATAN. 



Ezra iv. 1-5 ; Acts xvi. 16-18. 

GOD is the God of order, and of distinction — in fact, 
order and distinction go together, as do disorder 
and confusion ; and accordingly, the order of creation 
in Genesis is associated with distinction, thus : God 
divided the light from the darkness, and the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters 



which were above it, and the seventh day from the 
preceding six. But the most important, and, at the 
same time, the most minute divisions are of a moral 
kind, between good and evil, right and wrong ; and so, 
after sin entered the world, the God of order set up 
endless physical distinctions, as types of endless moral 
ones. This he began to do from the very first, but he 
carried this division to perfection under the Levitical 
law, where we have distinction upon distinction without 
number, in external things, to represent distinction upon 
distinction without number in spiritual things. " Thou 
shalt not sow thy field with diverse seeds" — "Thou 
shalt not wear a garment of linen and woollen '* — " An 
ox and an ass shall not plough together" — "An 
Ammonite shall not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord." Doth God take care for seeds, oxen, and gar- 
ments ? Surely he looks beyond these material objects! 

But if God is the God of order and of distinctioni 
Satan is the author of disorder and confusion. The one 
is constantly dividing between good and evil, the other 
is constantly confounding them — ^not that the good may 
prevail over the evil, but that the evil may corrupt the 
good. Hence when God commanded the Israelites to 
exterminate the Canaanites, lest by uniting with them 
they should be corrupted, Satan said — "Spare them, 
and use them for your own purposes — trade with them, 
marry with them, worship with them." And alas! 
Satan was obeyed, not G^. Lot began the mixture- 
he was followed by Jacob's daughter, who went out to 
see the people of the land — then we have the league 
with the Gibeonites, through trusting in plausible words 
and appearances — afterwards the sparing the Amelekites 
on pious pretences — then the marriage of Solomon with 
outlandish women, and, as a consequence, the building 
of temples to their gods. And here let me remark that 
unequal marriages, in the present dispensation, are al- 
most sure to lead to spiritual idolatry. "* 

At length, ten of the tribes were carried into captir- 
ity, and their place in the land was filled with idolatrous 
people from the East — who intermingled with the rem- 
nant of Israel — adopted Jehovah as their god, but not 
as their only god ; they associated Him with their own 
demon deities and mixed up their worship together. 
These were the progenitors of the Samaritans of the New 
Testament But Satan desired worse confusion than 
this. God's temple was on Mount Moriah — the devil 

* See also this confusion and its result, in Gen« tL 
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would have a rival temple on Mount Gerizim, with rival 
altars, priests, and sacrifices, so that strangers could not 
tell which was which. Even the woman of Samaria 
was puzzled, for she said to Jesus " Our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain, hut ye say Jerusalem is 
Uie place where men ought to worship". She also calls 
Jacob " our father," though he had no affinity with her, 
just as multitudes of the children of the devil say the 
Lord's prayer, " Our Father, which art in heaven, " 
whereas they ought to say, as Latimer suggests, "Our 
father which art in helL" Confusion, confusion ! 

Meanwhile, Judah and Benjamin kept pretty distinct 
from the Gentiles, as this same woman said, " The Jews 
have no dealings with the Samaritans.'' But though 
they did not mix with them on a large scale, they 
appealed to their aid on various occasions — they went 
down to Egypt for help, and sent ambassadors to 
Assyria, nor did they refuse to import their idols, as we 
see in Isaiah and Jeremiah. For these sins, accordingly, 
the two remaining tribes were carried into captivity for 
seventy years, and their city and temple were destroyed ; 
but they were restored by Cyrus for prophetic purposes, 
and under spiritual and secular leaders, they set about 
rebuilding what Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed. Now 
see Satan at his confusion again : the heathen supplant- 
ers of Israel, who had, by this time, overspread the land, 
voluntered to assist the restored tribes in their reestab- 
lishment of Jehovah's worship. ''Let us build with 
you," said they, " for we seek your god, as ye do, and 
we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Ezar- 
haddon." 

Well, this was very kind, but " the tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel," and Satan's kindness is a cup of 
poison, with honey at the top to deceive the eye and 
taste. But now, mark how these kind helpers are 
designated — they are called " the adversaries of Judah 
and Benjamin." Curious " adversaries " that volunteer- 
ed such timely aid. Surely this is " Satan transformed 
into an angel of light," whom it required no common 
penetration to discover. 

But the times were favourable to the detection of im- 
posture — they were reformation times, after a long period 
of corruption; and correction and chastisement had 
made them clear sighted, so that they distinguished the 
enemy through his disguise, just as, long afterwards, 
Christ distinguished Satan in the garb of kind Peter, 
and rejected his counsel with a rebuke. So Joshua and 
Zerubbabel see Satan in these friendly volunteers, and 



give them this repulsive answer — "ye have nothing to do 
with us, to build a house to our God." What followed ? 
The pretended friends became avowed enemies, they 
"weakened the hands of the builders and troubled them." 
So it will be always — if you will not have the devil's 
help, you shall have his hindrance — but his hindrance 
is much preferable to his help. After this repulse, the 
separation of this mongrel people from the Jews became 
more complete, so that even the marriage tie was dis- 
solved, and the command was thoroughly obeyed, — 
" Come out from among them, and be separate." 

But if order and distinction were required under the 
old covenant, much more are they required under the 
new ; only they are rather of an inward and moral, 
than of an outward character, for in external things 
Christians are necessarily connected with the world 
(1 Cor. V. 10). If too, Satan under the Old Testament 
intruded himself among " the sons of God " in heaven, 
and the people of God on earth, he is not less intrusive 
under the present dispensation. He began his false 
friendship in bearing witness to Christ, — "I know 
thee, who thou art, the holy one of God." But how 
did Christ treat this testimony? He silenced it at once. 

Then followed his before-named kindness through 
Peter, and his kiss through Judas, preceded by the offer 
of the crown of Judah, through the people of Galilee ; 
but all this being rejected — the cross remained. So 
always, refuse the devil's kiss and you get his blow — 
the latter is best. 

This evil beginning was sure to be followed with 
greater success, as the parables in Matthew xiii fore- 
told. You know who sowed tares among the wheat, 
contrary to the command " thou shalt not sow thy field 
with diverse seeds," you know who introduced ATianirtu 
and Sapphira, those stinking weeds, among the sweet 
flowers of Pentecost ; and this mixture went on increas- 
ing in the Apostolic age. But here let me be a little 
explicit The Church of the New Testament took the 
place of Israel under the old, Matthew xxi 43, but, 
whereas the latter were only typically separate and holy 
the former were to be really sanctified — they were to be 
" holy, as God is holy," that is " saints " in name and 
deed, like Christ their redeemer. They were to be the 
temple of God, and " the temple of God is holy ". But 
Satan volunteered his assistance in building this temple, 
only that he might corrupt and destroy it, for example-* 
Saul preaches at Philippi, and forthwith, the devil, in 
the guise of an attractive young damsel, follows him, 
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and his fellow-labourers, shouting at the top of her voice, 
" these men are the servants of the most High God, 
who show unto us the way of salvation." How very 
kind — mark the words " unto us," the devil identifying 
himself with sinners whom Jesus came to save. This 
was a religious " puff " — an advertisement to the glory 
of God, like many modern newspaper placard and hand- 
bill religious puffs. But how did Paul treat it ? At 
first he seems to have been puzzled — which Jesus never 
was — for the damsel advertised him " many days " be- 
fore he discovered that this *' angel of light " was the 
devil — when he turned round, and expelled the demon 
in the name of Christ ; what followed ? he would not 
have Satan's puffs, then he shall have his calumny, 
"these men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our 
city," then came stripes, and imprisonments, both which 
he would have escaped — had he accepted the devil's 
co-partnership ; alas ! this repudiation did not continue 
very long ; as the Church grew in number it grew in 
mixture, till it overspread the Roman Empire — when, 
Satan resumed his old tactics. For three centuries he 
persecuted the saints, but seeing that the blood of the 
martyrs was the seed of the Church, and that the pro- 
fession of Christianity went on extending the more he 
opposed it, he turned from persecutor to protector, and 
took the Church under his wing, in the person of Con- 
stantine the Great. How very kind ! but what follow- 
ed ? from that time to this the church and the world 
have been hopelessly confounded, a confusion foretold, 
and foreshadowed in Rev. xvii., in the compound symbol 
of a woman sitting on a beast, bearing the name of 
" Mystery " — verily " the mystery of iniquity." Devil- 
dom named ChristendonL The Reformation indeed 
was a partial return from captivity, there was a partial 
coming out of Babylon, a partial restoration of the city 
and the temple ; the Bible was brought to light, and 
its main truths printed and preached, especially justi- 
fication by faith alone. But the devil comes in again 
with his help. Luther, Calvin, Knox, Cranmer, and 
their fellow-reformers did readily what Joshua and 
Zerubbabel did not ; they sought and found the world's 
co-partnership, in the persons of the secular kings and 
princes "the adversaries of Benjamin and Judah,"* 

* Just as in these days it is quite a common thing tor all the 
sects to seek the patronage of unconverted mayors, magistrates, 
and other grandees, as presidents of religious and quasi-religious 
meetings. Alas 1 what good is Satan in the synagogue likely 
to do f See Isaiah xxxL 1 — 8. 



80 the building was never finished, much less was the 
topmost stone laid. The result is, national Protestant- 
ism — or, an assemblage of great world churches in which 
saints are the exception — sinners the rule ; for when a 
bargain is made with the devil, he always has the lion's 
share. Since the reformation there never has 
been an attempt, on a large scale, to restore the 
church to its primative state ; I say on a large scale, 
for there have been many fragmentary and spasmodic 
efforts, by small religious bodies, to build after the 
Apostolic pattern. But still Satan seeks kindly co-oper- 
ation in temple building, even amongst those commun- 
ities that have separated from the great world-churches, 
and, alas ! his offer is too frequently accepted, and clean 
and imclean, Jew and Samaritan, are united in the 
work ; the waters that are above the firmament are no/ 
divided from the waters beneath it, and the Ammonites 
enter the congregation of the Lord. Almost every- 
where we see the world's aid, that is, the devil's, sought 
and found, in carrying on the work of God ; the world's 
money, music, singing, are in earnest requisition; are 
begged, borrowed, or bought, in worship and preaching, 
while the world's newspapers puff up the performences 
of this unlimited liability company. And who is the 
gainer, on the whole ? Not God, butJSatan, who indeed, 
sells his assistancce for a chief share of the profits. 

But in spite of this almost universal confusion and 
corruption, it is the duty of every individual saint to 
aim at conformity with the divine model, to " come out 
of Babylon," and her daughters, " to touch not the un- 
clean thing;" " to be be separate from sinners," to be 

distinct, and in order. Beware, therefore, dear friends, 
of Satan's kindness, his pats on the back, and his co- 
operation, whether proffered through Peter, or Judas, 
the kiss of the one or the counsel of the other — beware 
of it, through the semi-religious world, with its syren- 
singing, its jig music, its printed puffs, its clap-trap 
preaching, its money-begging teas, concerts, entertain- 
ments, by which, indeed, you may accomplish a great 
show of piety, but at the same time a great sham ; you 
may escape the world's persecution, but you will fall 
into its corruption and contempt 

Divide, then, divide, divide — keep order, order, order, 
and, in the long run, you will be the gainer in time and 
eternity. To that end, let this be your maxim — 
** *Tis sweet to be condemned and vile 
In human eyes, yet know the while, 

That God approves our ways ; 
But this can never be before, 
We've leam'd the same contempt to poor 
On Man's reproach and praise." 

A. A. R 
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A PERSONAL MATTER; 

A WORD TO BELIEVERS IN CHRIST. 



Pwill be remembered that in the summer of 1878, 
the strife between the Russian and Turkish nations 
baving but just ceased, a Congress of plenipotentiaries 
representing the principal European powers met at 
Berlin, to endeavour to arrange the matter then in dis- 
pute, and to bring about, without further warfare, a 
iolation of the troubled '^Eastern Question." 

One of the demands advanced by the Russian ambas- 
sadors at this Congress, and one which was especially 
iiged by them as a sine qua non, was the retro- 
Dession of the portion of the district of Bessarabia (a 
iirge province on the north bank of the Danube), which 
lad been wrested from their nation at the close of the 
Crimean war, and incorporated with the newly formed 
principality of Roumania. 

The demand was exceedingly distasteful to the re- 
)reBentatives of most of the other powers, and met with 
itrenuous opposition from them, while the Roumanian 
ielegate lodged a forcible protest against its acceptance. 
Co all objections, arguments, or even threats, the 
i^OBSian statesmen returned but one reply. ''The Czar, 
mr master, has made this a personal matter" said they, 
therefore we can neither withdraw nor compromise it, 
Ad Russia will refuse to be a party to any treaty of 
rhich this stipulation does not form a part." 

For a while the peace of Europe seemed to be tremb- 
ing in the balance ; but at last, entirely because the 
ysar had come to look upon the question as one personal 
o himself, its opponents yielded, out of deference to 
dm, and Bessarabia became again part of the Russian 
ilmpire. 

I put this forward here as serving to illustrate a very 
lifferent matter, one which is lightly esteemed of men, 
mt which in the sight of our great God — to whom the 
lationa are as a drop of a bucket — is of infinitely greater 
mportance than the mutations of earthly kingdoms or 
he caprices of earthly kings ; for it is one which His 
>wn anointed King, the Man of His right hand, the Son 
^f His love, has made personal to Himself^ and as a 
personal matter has pressed upon the notice of the people 
?hom He has bought with His blood. 

When the Lord Jesus knew that the hour was come 
hat He should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
laving loved His own which were in the world. He loved 
hem to the end : and in His love, as He sat with them, 



He took bread, and having given thank8,He brake, and 
gave unto them, saying as He gave, "Take, eat, it is 
My body ; this do for a remembrance of ME ;" and 
in the same manner He took the cup after supper, saying, 
"It is the new covenent in My blood," and repeating 
His request, He said, "this do in remembrance of ME" 
(see Luke xxii. 19, 20; 1 Cor. xL 23, 26), thus, dear 
Christian reader, truly, literaUy, making it a personal 
matter ; — and personal, too, to the One who Himself 
bore our sins in His own body on the tree, who hath 
gone from us for " a little while," for the purpose of 
preparing a place for us (John xiv. 2), who is "quickly" 
coming back to take us to Himself, and who in the 
interval enforces this particular command by urging it 
as a request. "Do it for ME," He says, "for Myself ! " 

It is well to remember that just because our Lord has 
laid such peculiar stress upon this, we may expect that the 
devil. His great enemy and opponent, will bring aHhts 
strength and subtlety to bear against it ; striving to blhid 
the eyes and confuse the understandings of the saints of 
God, that by holding them back from compliance with 
the will of their Lord, he may (as Satan, that is, the 
accuser,) have an occasion of reproach against the Lord 
Jesus in the negligence and disobedience of those who 
re the members of His body. 

As a matter of fact, this crafty enemy has so confused 
and obscured the feast of remembrance which the Lord 
Jesus left behind Him, that by the majority of Christ- 
ians it is either ignored altogether, or carried out in a 
manner in which there is but little of honour to Christ 

1 don't refer here to the revolting mockery known as 
the " Sacrifice of the Mass " in the Roman Catholic 
community, or to its weak-kneed travesty habitually 
celebrated in ritualistic churches, but to the maimer of 
the observance of the Lord's Supper among those 
commonly termed "Evangelical" Christians. In the 
communities of these Christians, too often, the partakers 
of the feast make up an heterogenous concourse of 
believers and unbelievers, true saints of the Lord and 
mere professors, formalists, sometimes hypocrites (note 

2 Cor. vL 14, to end). This discordant assembly is 
brought together at stated intervals of longer or shorter 
duration, the hour chosen being frequently that at the 
close of a long set service, when, in a manner which is 
sometimes hurried, or even heedless, a form is gone 
through, in which the power of the Lord is sadly 
wanting. 

Ah 1 dear fellow believer, surely this is not the mind 
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of the Lord Jesus. He left the remembrance of Him- 
self to be the centre and focus of the assembling of His 
own people together, and more especially of that gather- 
ing of the saints to His name on the first day of the 
week, which is so precious in His sight, and in which 
He has specially promised His own very presence. 
Thus, in the days which immediately succeeded His 
departure out of this world unto the Father, was His 
remembrance preserved by those who were taught by 
the apostles to observe all things whatsoever He 
commanded them ; of whom the Holy Ghost testifies 
that '* they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers " (Acts iL 42). Thus also the disciples in Troas 
upon the first day of the week came together to break 
bread (Acts xx. 7) ; having with them on the particular 
occasion which is recorded, the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, who had just previously rebuked the believers 
in Corinth because their coming together could not be 
correctly described as " to eat the Lord's Supper" (1 Cor. 
xi. 20) j and thus the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever, desires His people 
to preserve this remembrance now. Now, as ever, it is 
for Himself — still He cries, " Do it for Me ! while I am 
absent from you ;" and if these Russian ambassadors 
were so settled in their purpose, so rigid in their deter- 
mination to carry out the personal desires of their master, 
that they were prepared even to plunge "Europe into 
war, rather than yield the point upon which the Czar had 
set his heart, with what godly jealousy, with what lov- 
ing determination should we, who are " ambassadors for 
Christ," hold to that which Ho (to whom we owe every- 
thing) has so pointedly, and yet so tenderly urged upon 
us ; seeing to it withal, that what we do for Him is done 
according to His mind as He has declared it in His 
Word. Eeloved fellow-believer, let the time past suffice 
for you to have wrought your own will, or the will of 
others, may God help you henceforth to work His will — 
" I counsel thee to keep the King's commandment, and 
that in regard of the oath of God " (Ecc. viii. 2). 

I desire to add a word to those who profess to have 
been taught by the Holy Spirit what a privilege it is to 
be called to celebrate the Lord's death, and yet who 
very frequently allow some more or less trifling obstacle 
to keep them from their place at His table. Dear 
brethren and sisters (and in this the sisters are perhaps 
the chief offenders), I beg of you to remember that as 
much has been given to you, much will be required 



from you, and that the Lord Jesus will surely call you 

to account at His judgment seat for the manner in which 

you have dealt with this matter. The commandment — 

the request — comes as fresh on each succeeding first day 

of the week as though it was then given for the first 

time, and its breach, its neglect, ia »in, for '' to him that 

knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin" 

(James iv. 17), and for a child oi Grod to sin is to suffer. 

Let us see to it^ therefore, that the excuse which we 

may offer to others, or to our own consciences, for 

absence from the Lord's table, is one that will bear the 

searching scrutiny of the eyes that are as a '' flame of 

fire," for if such excuse or apology falls short of this, 

it is a device of the devil, wherewith he has lain in 

wait to deceive us, to grieve the Holy Spirit, and to 

cast a reproach upon the blessed name of the Lord Jesus, 

who doeth all things well, and whom it has pleased to 

make this ▲ personal matter. 

W. H. H. 



" GOD IN GOVERNMEirr." 



To the Editor of " tJie Northern Witness."* 

DEAR Sir, — ^The question has been discussed of late, 
''Can a publican be a Christian"? and no one 
who is acquainted with Church History, and the grace 
of God, can doubt for a moment, that this question 
must be answered in the affirmative. It should, there* 
fore, never have been asked ;-— but a kindred question 
might well have been proposed — ^namely — "Can a 
publican be a consistent Christian ? " and, then, a few 
more similar questions might have been suggested, such 
as — "Can a Soldier be a consistent Christian!" **Can 
a Magistrate be a consistent Christian!" I confine 
my attention to the last. What is a Magistrate! 
" A ruler of this world." (I Cor. ii 6-8, Greek)— but 
Paul tells us in (Galat. i. 4), that this world " iJwy " ifl 
" evU " and that " Christ died to deliver us/rom it "— 
and in (Ephes. iL 2), that the aitjv of this world, is 
"according to the prince of the power of the air" — who 
together with his infernal Colleagues is the ruler 
(^^cosmocraV^)oi thedarknessof thisworld — andthiou^- 
out the Epistles, this present world, or age, is contrastod, 
as exclusively evil, with the future age, of which Christ 
and his saints are to be the rulers. (I Cor. iv. 8; Heb. 
XL 38; Rev. v. 10; 1 John v. 19.) 

But now if this present age, or world — (1 Cor. ii. 12), 
L9 evil, exclusively evU, as it must be, if Satan is ito 
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jlod and Prince, (2 Cor. iv. 4; John xii. 31, xvi. 11.) 
Bow can a Christian consistently be a fellow-ruler with 
Satan in his God-given dominions ? (Luke iv. 6 ; Rev. 
sdL 3.) That is, how can he consistently bo a magistrate 1 
for, at wJiose hands does he receive magisterial author- 
ity 1 Directly, no doubt, from his eartlily superiors, 
but indirectly from the supreme prince, that is, the 
levil, whose Governmental principles, he must, in some 
measure, carry into practice. Of course, I know, that 
Grod is providentially supreme over all — as Christ told 
Pilate, the devil's prefect, — "thou couldst have no 
power at all against me, except it were given thee from 
ibove " — and in this sense^ even Nero was " a minister 
3f God," (Rom. xiii. 4.) — as the Sultan of Turkey is 
it this day, or the Ameer of Afghanistan, or the king 
)f the Zulus — quite as truly as the President of the 
French Republic, or the Emperor of Russia. But, for 
dl that, Satan is the moral ruler of "this present world '' 
«rho works in the children of disobedience, while God 
)nly works over them, and hy them. And, I ask again, 
low can a Christian consistently^ wield magisterial 
luthority under himi — that is moral and judicial 
luthority ". K he can, then I do not see why Christ 
Simself could not be a magistrate, nay, a King, in "this 
^resent evil world ". (1 John iv. 17.) But could He 
)e either 1 (John vi. 16.) If so, I do not see, why 
ile should have left the world at all, or even have been 
•racified. Of course, I know that redemption demanded 
Sis death, and resurrection. But kingly rule demanded 
leither; and hence, he rode royally into Jerusalem 
Zech. ix. 1.) and would have reigned, had his subjects 
lot declared that " they would not have this man to 

reign over them ". 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

A. A. Rebs. 



THE JUBILEE. 

Lev. XXV. 



THERE is a peculiar beauty and comfort in the 
doctrine and ordinance of the Jubilee, taught in 
this chapter. It is that part of the law which delivers 
the Divine directions touching the redemption of the 
land and people. The whole of this depends on Grod's 
claims to both ; as He says, " the land is Mine," 23rd 
verse, and again " they are My servants '' verse 42, and 
this being so. He deals with tho land and people as 
His own, and wo see what the manner of that dealing is. 



For a time, (that is for 49 years) He allows con- 
fusion to prevail — either the cupidity of the one, or the 
improvidence of another, disturbing the primitive order 
of things. Lands might, therefore, be sold and the 
people themselves might go to their creditors — but only 
for a season. This was not to be the end — for God's 
claim was paramount, and the day was coming, when 
He would assert it. Israelite might traffic with Israelite, 
and 80 corrupt God's world and order, and make the 
land and people man's world ; but this corruption was 
to have an end, and this end came in the year of Jubilee, 
Then it was that God arose to act, as it were on His own 
principles, and assert His own rights. But this is full 
of blessing for let us see the whole condition of things 
in God's hands again, and we see a Jubilee — a season 
of joy — a time for the restoralions of grace, and not 
for the exactions of righteousness. 

In the Jubilee every one was to return to his possess- 
ion, and to his family (verse 10). It ended all the mis- 
chief of man's trafficking, and replanted the lands and the 
people, according to their beginning, and under God's 
hand. God's principle gives a Jubilee; that is a doctrine 
full of blessing, and this Jubilee began with the day of 
atonement (verse 9) that was the day which was to 
usher' in that happy season. The work of Jesus, tho 
Lamb of God, leads directly into all our joy, the true 
Sabbath, " the restitution of all things," the glorious 
liberty throughout all the land, and to all the people. 
Thus the Jubilee and redemption are connected. Israel 
was full of the principle and witness of redemption. 
Every transaction among the people, as these chapters 
show us, bore with it a remembrance of redemption, and 
kept the Jubilee ever in view. The Jubilee was God's 
redemption of His own land and people. 

Supposing that no kinsman could be found able, or 
willing, to do this previously, Grod himself would then 
be found to be both. He would then exercise His 
righteousness, and resources, in favour of His poor ones. 
His oppressed land and bondaged people. The Jubilee 
is thus called " the year of my redeemed " (Isaiah IxiiL 
4), and it is the same as the " redemption " to which 
the eyes of the expectant, suffering, remnant are to look, 
and this Jubilee or redemption is to be preceded by the 
" day of vengance," see Deut. xXxii ; Isaiah xxxv. and 
IxiiL ; Luke xxi. ; Isaiah xL &c. This must be 
so, because God's claims and rights are denied in 
this world, a usurper has entered. It was the cross 
which the Lord of Israel, the God of all the earth, got 
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Him, and not the crowriy a cry from the citizens which 
He heard, that they would not have Him to reign over 
them'; and thus, on His return, He must slay them 
before He can take His Kingdom. 

The seventh year in Israel was a time when property 
was common (verse 6) and thus it was a sample or 
pledge of the Jubilee ; and such I judge, was the state 
of things in the infant church at Jerusalem (Acts ii 
and iv.), and we further learn from this chapter, that 
the way to conduct the traf&c righteously was to have 
respect to the year of release ; measuring the bargains, 
and the value of things, according to that (verses 14 
to 16) and so, in principle, it is still. All our commerce 
in the affairs of this world, should be ordered, while 
our eye is resting on the return of Jesus, and our hearts 
acquainting themselves with the truth, that man^s world 
is to end^ and oil present interests to cease. 

But there is a difference between God's dealing with 
Israel, and with us, cdnnected with this subject, which 
I would further notice. In Israel, He watched over 
the worldly dealings of His people, in such a way as to 
provide for the restoration of everything every fiftieth 
year, as we have seen. He then re-settled the family 
estates and put all in order again. 

In the church also. He watches over the worldly 

dealings of His saints, but then it is not to restore 

earthly arrangements again, hut with respect to the 

maintaining of spiritual communion with Himself. In 

all their callings. He tells His saints now, therein to 

abide with God (1 Cor. vii. 20-24) that is the only 

limitation now ; if any worldly occupation can be held 

consistently with communion then it is suitable to the 

saints. As any dealing or trafl&c, consistent with the 

coming Jubilee, which was to put an end to it all, was 

suitable to the Israelite; but how strongly does this 

mark the difference between the dispensations ! The 
Lord does not propose now, as He did, in old time, to 
pi-eserve earthly order, but He proposes to preserve the 
soul, by spiritual communion, for heavenly citizenship, 
that His Saints may enter into the well-understood, 
and well-exercised joys and occupations of heavenly 
life, when the ficsh, and man^s world are gone for ever. 

J. G. B. 



*'ALL CHANCE, OB DIRECTION?" 



I BELIEVE that in teaching christians, as well 
as in preaching the gospel to the unconverted, 
it is good to illustrate the truth we speak or 



write, by a story. Every day, so to speak, we 
hear christians when speaking to the unsaved, 
telling them the story of how they themselves 
found peace and joy in believing ; and, for myself, I 
know that whether speaking to one soul, or a dozen, 
to rich or poor, to high or low, old or young, the 
moment I have begun to tell how /, or some one / 
know was saved, I have gained their increased atten- 
tion. There is something about a a true story, and a 
personal experience which speaks to the heart and 
fixes the attention. 

Now, if we follow Paul's example of often telling 
the story of our own conversion, when telling out the 
gospel, why should we not oftener carry out the 
teaching of 2 Cor. i. 3 to 10, inclusive, when speak- 
ing to believers? God "comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God ". For this reason 
Paul and his companions would not have the 
Corinthian christians ignorant of the trouble which 
came to them in Asia. They let their brethren know 
of the trouble and the deliverence, in order that if 
they were in any trouble, or " pressed out of measure, 
above strength," they might trust God in their 
tribulation, knowing how he had delivered others in 
zxi^from trouble. 

God can use any small story of any small thing 
(though nothing is small, in one sense) about His 
dealings with our own souls, for the teaching or 
comfort of others. For instance, not many months 
ago I was sitting by my fire, just able to be up after 
an illness^ and unable to do any but a little Epaphras 
work (Col. iv. 1 2) now and again, as the Lord laid it 
upon my heart to pray for some one. Sitting thus, I 
began to think of an old woman who lived a couple 
of hundred miles away, ill herself, with a consumptive 
grandson, and only an ill-paid, ailing daughter to 
work for their support. Different times during the 
winter I had been able to give her half-a-crown out of 
my pocket-money, and, as this was a peculiar time of 
trial with them, I had tried to send this sum every 
week ; but this week I had no money which I felt I 
could conscientiously apply to this use. So I 
grumbled a bit Then the Lord began to speak to 
me, and I came to think : surely she's the Lord^s 
child, and He'll supply her need. He can send her 
half-a-crown if He wants to, without letting mehtibt 



1879.] 



TIIE NOETHEBN WITNESS. 



157 



instrument. But I wasn't satisfied, and still recurred 
the thought : " I wish I had half-a- crown's worth of 
stamps to send her. Quick as lightning I felt that I 
had not asked my Father for it. 

" Oh, but," argued the hinderer of faith speaking 
by the flesh, " J'm not * out on faith,' or anything of 
that sort. I'm not like evangelists, &c., &c., who can 
ask the Lord for direct supplies of money from a penny 
to a £ioo, and expect to be answered. I'm in a 
different position. I must just wait till I get my next 
pocket-money." 

But at last I asked the Lord if He wished me to 
supply the old woman's need that week, to send me 
half-a-crown's worth of stamps, to-morrow, if possible • 
and I asked in faith, too, and set myself down to wait 
and expect The post came next morning, and out 
of one of my letters fell exactly half-a-crown in stamps. 
It was in payment of a debt due for months to a 
Society, and which I had myself advanced when 
making up my annual accounts, and I had forgotten, 
even that it was due at all ! So it was mine to send 
the old woman, and in stamps, ready to put into the 
letter to her, which I wrote that day. A visitor 
offered to post my letter, and, seeing the stamps, 
made some remarks; and I mentioned the old 
woman's sad case. Next day came half-a-crown from 
my visitor, and another lady who was herself very 
poor. And so on, for several weeks, the Lord enabled 
me by some means or another to send the money ; 
and then He left me without any to send, and I believe 
it has been because the old woman was beginning to 
depend upon me to supply her need, not upon the 
Lord Himself. I am sure she gets supplied through 
some one else. 

Well, this is a small thing, you will say we experi- 
ence things like this every day. Not small, for God 
used it to comfort another soul. 

A few days after the stamps came, I was able to go 
out and I went to see the /t^t^r lady who had sent part 
of the second half-crown. I found Her in great distress 
of mind. She had lost her little worldly all a few 
years before, and had since been dependent upon 
relatives, who were now likely to be no longer able to 
support her, I pointed her to the Lord in whom she 
believed, and bade her trust Him and His Word of 
promise. I told her He would supply all her need 
^^ according io His riches,^* and that meant the "cattle 
on a thouBand hills/' and the ''silver and gold " which 



are His ; and that He had said she should '' not want 
any good thing ". 

"Ah ! you don't know," she would say. " You've 
never been in danger of want. You don't know what 
it is to look to the Lord direct for money. You can't 
understand 1 " 

" Oh, but I do know what it is to get money from 
the Lord in answer to prayer ! " I exclaimed : and then 
told her about the half-crown, and as I spoke, the 
tears filled her eyes, and hope her heart, and we knelt 
down together, and asked the Lord to supply all her 
need according to His riches in Christ Jesus. 

Is my story not worth the telling 1 It seems a very 
"small" story. Praise God, I could tell others 
longer, " bigger " ones of experiences of the loving 
faithfulness of Him who is " Faithful and True " ; but 
I think the Lord gave me this to tell now ; 
and maybe He would let me tell some others another 
time. S. G. L. 



ALREADY GLORIFIED. 

1 Peter l 8. (Aljord). 



GOD, our God has called us to His eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, and we wait in longing hope for 
the moment when we shall be " glorified together with 
Him " ; but there is a present glory connected with our 
earthly path, weary and suffering though it be, which 
we need to discern to nerve our hearts for the conflict 
in a dry and thirsty land. 

First then, as God has given us all our blessing in 
Christ, we shall look at His share in this wilderness 
glory in His priestly service above, and His shepherd 
care below, for the flock which the Father has given 
Him. From the days of eternity (Micah v. 2, 
margin). He was glorified, before the world was. 
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. All things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made." This was His eternal glory, 
as the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father. 
Again, when He stooped to redeem His people, 
when He found the one pearl which His heart had 
chosen, and which only one unmeasured price could 
buy, there shone around His earthly path a glory of 
grace and truth in which the heart of the Father found 
an ever fresh delight. Whether in His subject life at 
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Nazareth, or in the lowliness of His mighty though 
rejected ministry amongst men, there was ever 
ascending to God the precious incense of an unbroken 
obedience that never sought its own. 

And in the coming day of His earthly kingdom, when 
as heir of all things He shall reign and rule, we find the 
brightness of this moral glor}' linked in between the 
pillars of eternity ; and the meekness that in the days of 
His flesh endured the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself, blending its holy light with the righteousness 
which shall be the very stability of His throne. 
(Psalm xlv. 4.) There was then a glory, radiant 
though hidden, in His earthly path, as there shall be 
a manifested glory in His millenial kingdom. 

But thereis agloryfor"the little while between"which 
is very precious for our waiting hearts to dwell upon. 
And there is one distinctive point in all these redemp- 
tion glories of our risen Lord which we must not miss, 
viz., that every one is in connection with His redeemed 
ones. All His suffering, being tempted, was to this 
end, that He might be able to succour those who 
are tempted ; all His enduring grace, not only that 
He might glorify the Father, but that He might leave 
us an example that we should follow His steps. And 
in that crowning hour of deepest suffering, when He 
glorified the name of the Father in His obedience 
unto death ; when His holy soul was crushed beneath 
the sinner's doom of wrath ; in that hour that shall 
shed its radiance of redeeming grace through all the 
coming ages, it was " Christ for me ". How deep our 
share in it all as the fruit of His travail and of His 
victory ! Then in the coming kingdom, when He 
goes forth conquering and to conquer, we shall go 
forth with Him : when he judges, we shall judge : 
when He reigns, we shall reign. 

We look back then upon a glory past, and we wait 
for a coming glory. But is there not a glory for the 
waiting time to cheer our pilgrim steps homeward ? 
Let us look at Heb. v. 5. " So also Christ glorified not 
Himself to be made an Bfigh Priest ; but He that said 
unto Him, Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten 
Thee." We get a twofold thought in this word 
" glorified " ; the preciousuess of the flock to be led 
in the wilderness, and ministered for in the sanctuary, 
as well as the dignity of the office as the result of His 
own redemption work when in the floods of many 
waters He proved His mighty love. (Cor. viii. 7.) 
Again, we get two thoughts in the latter part of the 



verse " Thou art My Son, to-day have I begotten 
Thee ". As we find in John xiii. that Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into His hand, 
entered in figure upon his priestly oflfice ; so we see 
that God, in the full acknowledgment of the blessed 
Sonship of Jesus, first fitted, (Heb. v. 8, 9) and then 
glorified Him to be the High priest for His people. 
It was the Son of His love, fresh from the triumph of 
His finished victory, to whom He added this other 
glory to appear in the presence of God for us. Here 
also we can read our own acceptance in and with 
Him. " To-day," of course alludes to the resurrection 
morning, when He who had been from eternity in the 
bosom of the Father was begotten anew from the 
dead, the first-born among many brethren, all 
accepted and welcomed with Him on the same 
ground of the value of the blood-shedding, though not 
yet actually entered into the Father's house : yet 
counted there as members of the household, absent a 
while in the body, but sons and heirs with Him. We 
find here the warrant for John xx. 17. Before 
Jesus uttered these wondrous words of adoption and 
of grace. He had heard the Father speaking as He 
loosed the bands of death, in the oneness that His 
blood had made with every member ; (John xiL 24) 
no longer alone for He had given Himself to BQs 
church for eternity : He had heard the words of 
acceptance and of Sonship ; yea more, of welcome 
and of home-bringing, and so he repeats them to the 
disciples. My Father, and your Father ; My God, and 
your* God. 

Ah ! where shall we hide ourselves in the light of 
such grace as this ? Poor, weak, and failing, but His 
own : having one boast and one refuge, that we belong 
to Him. What wonder that the white robed elders 
cast their crowns before His feet, and cry, ** Thau art 
worthy ". We can but gaze and wonder : we cannot 
utter His praise. 

But does all this glory shed no light upon our 
earthly path? Yes, much. Having such an High 
Priest passed into the Heavens, every provision of the 
way is according to the presence in which He 
ministers for us. He has given us a peace that 
passeth all understanding, the fellowship of God's 
peace. A joy unspeakable and full of glory, because 
it is a share in Christ's joy. (John xv. 1 1.) 

The hope of the glory, when He who for us is 
glorified now, shall come to be glorified in, and with. 
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and by His saints for ever. Then there is committed to 
us as servants, the "gospel of the glory " : ( i Tim. L 1 1, 
Alford.) A "ministration" of righteousness exceeding 
in glory (2 Cor, iii. 9) : a shepherd charge in fellowship 
with His own, for which is waiting the crown of glory 
which fadeth not away. (1 Peter v. 4.) And even 
here as pilgrims and strangers, we are being " already 
glorified ". Even now as we gaze upon Him whom, 
having not seen, we love, He knows how well we are 
changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. (2 Cor. iii. i8.) The glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father is beheld, and 
reflected on every member, as our eyes are filled with 
Him. Our light affliction, deeply as it may sink 
into our fainting spirits, is but as the small dust of the 
balance in the scale with the glory that is being 
wrought out for us. As in the tabernacle in the 
wilderness, only the badger skins were seen by the 
passers by, so it is now. But the eye of God re^ts on 
that which is within — the gold, and the shittim wood, 
and the candlestick, and the shew-bread, and the 
incense, and the sprinkled blood, in which alone it is 
all so richly accepted. 

It is all His own order and His own work : there- 
fore He can delight in it. He who has called us to 
His eternal glory, after that we have suffered a while, 
will stablish, strengthen, and perfect us. 

Soon He will lift the veil, and the temple that has 
been builded in tears and travail shall shine in His 
own light, to the praise of His glory and the exceed- 
ing joy of His heart for ever. A. E. W. 



DIVINE LOVE. 



" T Will most gladly spend and be spent for you ; 

X though the more abundantly I love you, the less 
I be loved." (2 Cor. xii. 15.) 

What a sentiment. Can we carry it out? We 
ought Who could dictate this in the heart of a man 
who was naturally distinguished by being injurious and 
exceedingly mad against Christ and his Saints ? Who, 
but Christ Himself] "I will shew him," said Christ, 
— ^in the consciousness of his own blessed influence, — 
"what great things he must suffer for My name's 
sake". This long-suffering and unconquerable love 
was witnessed in Christ on the cross ; and in exactly 
the same power, is carried out towards us every day. 
The heart that was ready to burst, which was breaking 
within Eim, as He walked to Calvary, is now beating 



with fondness for you and for me. Never did a lover 
gaze with such delight upon his bride, as He does 
upon us. He really LOVES us. O, how glad He 
will be to see us all. What a divine work in the 
heart is faith — faith in such real affection. 

** Bright in that happy land 
Beams every eye ; 
Kept by a Father's hand, 
Love cannot die." 

^ J. M. C. 

THE WORD AND PRATER. 



THE great means of Christian growth is the Word 
and Prayer, In prayer we speak to God, and 
God never turns a deaf ear to His children ; in the 
Word God speaks to us, and we ought not to turn a 
deaf ear to Him. And, dear friends, I do not think 
we will ever rightly value the written Word until we 
receive it as as the voice of God speaking to our souls. 
For my part, I consider it as truly God's Word 
speaking to me, as if He were to utter His voice from 
the open heavens. 

I do not believe that the enemy tries to hinder us 
in anything more than in the Word and in Prayer, 
I can say for myself, (and it is a great many years 
— nearly half a century, since the Lord first 
worked in my heart,) that \ never have known the 
temptation of the devil more than on my knees and 
over the Word; and it is what you may expect, 
because it is there we get strength, power, and 
light. I have not one single ray of light in 
my soul that does not come from that source ; 1 
have not one particle of power in my soul that does 
not come from God ; and so the devil will hinder me 
from studying the Word ; it is his business, he knows 
what he is about. And, dear friends, when we con- 
sider his "devices," his cunning craft, his "wiles," his 
" snares," the way he gets about our hearts, watching 
every opportunity, deceiving, tempting, accusing, — 
if we have such an enemy, should we not be watching 
every hour of our lives? A Christian should never 
leave his watch-tower. 

GLASGOW HALF-YEARLY MEETINGS OF 

CHRISTIANS. 

THE Usual Meetings will be held D.V., in the Queen's Rooms 
on the Gla^ow Fast-Day, 23ra Oct 1879 
^^Circulare giving particulars of the meetings, may be had on 
application to G. Turner & Co., 40 SauchiehaJl Street 



DUNDEE FAST-DAY— Thursday, 16tli October. 

BELIEVER'S MEETINGS will (D.V.) be held in Yictoria 
Hall, Victoria Road, as follows : — 

10 '80 to 11 - - - - Prayer. 

11*15 to 1-30 • • - • Addresses. 

2*30 to 4 • - - - Conference. 

7 P.M. - - - - Gospel, 

To t?iede Meetings the Lord*a people are invited. 
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EDINBURGH LEAFLETS. 

On Tinted Paper. Price 8d. per 100, 
post free. 

•• Let go the Twig!" 

" Reader, art thou Born Again ? " 

Qod Loves You. 

" I am Going by the Boole." 

The Neglected Letter. 

The Substitute. 

My own Conversion. 

The Banffshire Dying Woman. 

A Religion of Four Letters. 



TINTED SERIES 

OF 

GOSPEL BOOKS, 

For Broadcast Circulation. 

Royal d2mo, 8 pages, price 1/9 per 100, 

post free. 

A Remedy for Every Evil. 

Mary's MisUke. 

" What will you do with Christ ? " 

" I don't believe In your way." 

Waiting Qod's Time. 

Is your Soul Saved ? 

No Blood— No Remission. 

To him that hath shall be given. 

After this. 

"I always believed in Jesus." 

Born of God. 

No time to Think. 

Nothing but Himself. 

Eternity Dark. 

Hell or Him. 

The Two Distances. 

Who cares for me? 



Royal 32mo, 16 pages. Price 3/6 per 100, 

post free. 

Lizzie Ashbrook. 

Saved and Taken Home. 

Mistaken Confidence. 

"Is that it? is it so simple?" 

*' I newer knew what Real Happiness was till 

now." 
Atoning Blood. 

** I newer did any harm in my life." 
*« What would i do now if i had not Christ? " 
*' i don't think I need to be Converted." 
The Cambridge Student. 
A Fifty Year's Difficulty. 
"This should have been settled before I 

Joined the Church. 
Light out of Darkness : an Indian Officer's 

Conversion. 
My Conversion ; or, Saved in a Circus. 



Illust. by "Woodcuts (specially prepared). 

A Living Bridge ; or, "We must be Saved." 

The Fatal Props. 

" Herrings for Nothing." 



On White Printing Paper. For the Enquiry 
Meeting, kc. 

The Glorious Gospel. 
Words of Grace and Truth. 



FOUR-PAGE SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 

Price 1/- per 100, post free. 

God's Good News. 

Good Tidings to all. 

" 1 have a Message from God unto Thee." 
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PACKET A.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 

• 

God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, kc. 

God commendeth His love towuti us in that while we were yet ainnen Ohiist 
died for us. 

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, kc. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

In due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 

When I see the blood I will pass over you. 

Blessed are they whose iniquities are foi^ven and whose sins are covered. 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of Goii 

He that believeth on Him is not condemned. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 

I will come again and receive you unto Myself. 

Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee. 

If we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us. 

Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, &c. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom. 

He shall come to be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them thtt 
believe . 

Be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, kc. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with him. 

Little children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

He that winneth souls is wise. 

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also ye are called. 

PACKET B.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 

Ye are complete in Him (Col. ii. 10). 

Jesus said — It is finished (John xix. 80). 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path ^^y* iii. 6). 

The meek will He guide in judgment and the meek wQl He teacn His Way, 

As He is so are we m this world (1st John iv. 17). 

They that feared the Lord spake often one to another (Mai. iiL 16). 

Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. viii 12). 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyeBf and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the former 

things are passed away (Rev. xxi. 4). 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, kc 
He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 

the righteousness of God in Him (2ud Cor. v. 21). 
Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed for I am thy God, kc 
He gave Himself for our sins that He might deliver us from the present evil world. 
He hath said, I will never leave, nor forsake thee (Heb. xiii. 15). 
All have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. iii. 23). 
By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight (Rom. iiL 20). 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, &c 
He hath made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph. l 6). 

Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm cxix. 105). 
I am crucified with Christ (Gal iL 20). 

As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him (Col. it 6). 
Now are ye light in the Lord — walk as cliildren of light (Eph. v. 8). 
My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect iu weakness. 
God is able to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye, kc 
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aiLAOI! AKD FEAOE. 

THE SOURCE AND THE SUPPLY. 

JOEN^ to tha eeven churches which are in Asia : 
Grace be unto you and peace, from Him which 

and which was and which is to come ; and from the 
iven spirits that are before Hia throne ; and from 
3SUS Christ, who is the faithful witness, the first he- 
itten of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the 
pth." 

These are the words wherewith the beloved John 
mmeuced bis precious book of " The Revelation of 
sas Christ," at the time when he was in the Isle of 
itmoe, in hftnishment " for the Word of God and for 
e testimony of Jeans Christ " ; and whence as their 
brother and companion in the tribulation, and king- 
•m, and patience of Jesus Christ," he wrote to them 

things that then were, and of things that should be 
reafter. In the verses we have given, he directs 
eir minds to the Infinite Source of that grace and 
ace so much needed, whether in the circumstances of 
e seven churches or in the eventa narrated in the 
,ter part of the book of his prophecy. 
He had drawn from that Source through a long life 

faithful service, of obedient testimony, and of 
tient snfi'ering, and had realised the sufficiency of the 
pply to all need and at all times ; and now before he 
nmences the account of all he saw and heard, so full 

sorrow, of lamentation, and of woe, be directs all 
r hearts to the eternal Source of all sufficiency let 
cumstances be what they may. In his opening 
Lver the Spirit would teach us to rest on the grace of 
td ; as our Saviour taught Paul, when beseeching that 



the thorn in the flesh, "the messenger of Satan," might 
be removed, He reassured and satisfied His faithful 
servant with the word of promise, " My grace is suf- 
ficent for thee, for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness " : to which Paul's rejoicing and exultant reply 
was : " Most gladly therefore will / rather glonj in 
my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me ; therefore / take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake, for when I am weak then am I 
strong." 

These words grace and peace are very full of comfort 
as we enter into what they really mean Grace is that 
supply of sufficiency which gives power to obey and 
patience to endure, making obedience easy and suffer- 
ing light It is in fact the richea of God's treasury 
opened to faith to meet all its emergencies and over- 
come all its difficulties. But grace not only has to do 
with the resources of God which It opens, but reveals 
the undeserving condition of those on whom it is 
poured forth. He who needs grace has no claim of 
right; his claim is his need, his poverty, his weakness, 
his helplessness. Sinners have to learn this as the 
very first step in the pathway of salvation, and the 
believer in Christ has to keep it in mind as one of his 
hardest lessons, but which when kept in daily remem- 
brance will give a realisation of a daily power of grace, 
such as finds its claim in the fulness of God and in the 
emptiness of the creature. The lesson of the verse in 
John XV. is one of grace, the secret of which is, " Abide 
in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of or from itself {i.e., from its own inherent vitality), 
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye 
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abide in me . . . for without me (i.e., apart from 
me) ye are not able to do anything." This needs to 
be deeply and inwardly learnt, and is easily forgotten 
when we have been "holpen of God with a little 
help ". 

But it is not only grace that is sought but peace also, 
of which our Lord says to his sorrowing disciples : 
" Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you ; 
not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled neither let it be afraid ". Of this 
Paul writes to the Philippians that " The peace of God 
which passeth all understanding shall keep {ue., pre- 
8er\'e in safety with a garrison, see the word in 2 Cor. 
xi. 32, also 1 Pet. i. 5) your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus ; " and the condition in which this holds good is 
contained in the preceding verse by being careful for 
nothing but casting all on God in prayer. How often 
is peace promised, and, alas ! how little is peace really 
enjoyed by the people of God ! 

Grace and peace have a beautiful relative connection 
with patience and comfort. It is of those the 
Scriptures are so full that we through them might 
have hope. (Rom. xv. 4.) Tribulation worketh 
patience, in which grace gives always a triumph in 
Christ, and the comfort of God secures a peace which 
" the God of patience and comfort " causes to abound, 
so that PauFs prayer for the Romans becomes fulfilled 
in the soid*s experience : " Now the God of Hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost." 
Surely as the Spirit of God looked through the long 
vista of ages it is something very remarkable that 
to the Church of Rome should be breathed such a 
prayer in the prospect to the eye of God of the Roman 
Church becoming the whore of Babylon, of which John 
speaks as ** the mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother 
of harlots ". But though all fail God remains, and as 
long as we have a " God of Hope " to lean on we can- 
not be hopeless, for the God of Hope is ever evolving 
out of ruins a rich inheritance, and a brighter glory 
tlian ever could otherwise have been ; for in all failure 
it is man that fails and not God, and this very failure 
of the creature is a part of the eternal purpose that 
" He that glorieth should glory in the Lord ". But to 
this end God has to show how ** foolish," how " weak," 
how " base," how " nothing " is everything in man in 
his best estate even when under the blessed illumina- 
tion of this dispensation of the Son and Spirit 



Panl wept many bitter tears as he saw the troth of 
God perverted, and John might well weep aa he knew 
the condition of the churches in Asia, but there was 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne, who had seven 
horns and seven eyes, whose omniscience and omnipo- 
tence would accomplish all that man in the Church 
must ever fail to accomplish whatever grace be placed 
at his disposal, and whatever power he be endowed 
with from on high. 

John, however, not only prays for grace and peaee to 
come upon the churches, he gives a wonderful descrip- 
tion of the Source whence they come that in ova reali- 
sation of the Fountain spring we may be raised high 
above all doubts and all misgivings arising from things 
within or things around whether viewed individually 
or ecclesiastically, and let us remember the solemn 
word of individual address given to each believing 
sonl : " He that hath an ear let him hear ". Our pa>- 
sonal responsibilities we are apt to foiget, and oar 
j)ersonal hold of the grace and peace of God we are 
prone to be unmindful of, hence the Spirit to the 
churches takes up the oft-repeated word of our Lord in 
the days of His flesh, giving to each one the solemn 
command, "Hear" — "Follow thou me," whateter 
the churches around us may be doing, and however 
much the traditions of men may come in as a deluge 
to undermine and set aside the simplicity of the troth 
as it is found in the Word of God. 

This Source is threefold, and made all the more dis- 
tinct by the thrice repeated ^^ from \ " repeated to gi?e 
special emphasis to the fact that grace and peace are the 
combined operation of the blessed Trinity, which in 
the Father, Son, and Spirit has left nothing undone to 
originate, to provide for and to supply that grace and 
peace to all who are made partakers of them by being 
made partakers of Christ Jesus. Being in Christ 8^ 
cures the right to all — being in the Spirit secures the 
power of alL 

First, then, the Source is God the Father, who is 
thus described as He who 18, who was, and who is to 
come. Who is. This brings first to our thoughts the 
one who says of himself, " I am He," " I am the first 
and I am the last, and beside me there is no God ** ] 
expressions which strike the keynote to the first nine 
of the last twenty -seven chapters of Isaiah.* Let us 

* The last 27 Chapters of Isaiah are to be divided into three 8e^ 
tions each of nine chapters, and each ending with a vene of woe 
to the wicked. These three aectiona stand in striking connectioB 
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notice the order of this threefold revelation of God in 
connection with the present, the past, and the future. 
Ihe present stands first, placed not in the order of 
time, but in the order of relative importance to us. 
The God of the present moment is first presented, for 
the present has its pressure and its burden which the 
Grod of the past or of the future would not touch. He 
is " a very present help in trouble " (Ps. xlvi. 1), and 
thus it is of the first importance we should learn, when 
the earth is removed, when the waters roar, and the 
mountains shake, and it is just in such circumstances 
that the Source of our grace and peace as a present 
Source is so exceedingly precious. But He who is, is 
He who was ; and this gives us the records of the past 
loT our souls to find present comfort in, and herein 
are learn the value of the Word of God, which is 
written for our learning, " that we through the patience 
md comfort of the Scriptures might have hope". It is 
aere we draw comfort from what is revealed to us of 
ihe God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, of the 
jod of David, of Daniel, and of the prophetfe, for their 
histories are records of God and of His grace supplied 
in time of need. But He is also the One who is to 
5ome, and thus, as the God of the future, is the God of 
ibe hope on which we build, and the present and 
Jie past give certainty and security to the future, 
fvheie no stranger will our God meet us, but as 
he One whom we have known in our own personal 
experience, and Whom we have read of in all His past 
lealings with his people. 

Thus is God the Father revealed unto us in the first 
nstance as the Source of that grace which we need 
)very step of our way, and we have much reason to be 
)n our guard lest God the Father be forgotten in the 
ipparent greater nearness of God the Son to our human 
liearts and sympathies. Yet is it Christ who ever 
brings to the Father, though we fear 'ihe human in 
Chri»t too often eclipses the Divine, and a human 
Saviour rather than a Divine fills our hearts. 

Secondly, we have grace and peace coming " from 
the Seven Spirits which are before His throne ". This 
sevenfold Spirit is spoken of in chap. iv. 6 as " seven 
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 
Seven Spirits of God ; " and again in chap. v. 6 as 

with the thoughts expressed in the description of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit here given. Section I., ch. 40 to 48, of the 
one who is, &c Sec. II., ch. 49-57, of the Faithful Witness. 
Sec III.» ch. 68-66, of the Seven Spirits and operations. 



" seven horns and seven eyes " upon the Lamb, " which 
are the Seven Spirits of God sent forth unto all the 
earth ". This we would further unfold from Isa. xxL 2, 
where the Spirit that rested on Christ is described as 
" the Spirit of Jehovahy* " the spirit of toisdom and 
understanding y the spirit of counsel and mighty the 
spirit of knowledge and of the /ear of tlie Lord,** Here 
the seven special characteristics of the mighty Spirit 
are presented to us, as that wherein the omnipotence 
(i.e. the horns) and the omniscience (ie. the eyes) 
are revealed when sent forth into all the earth, and 
when coming in special manifestations of grace to Ihe 
people of God. Thus the Source of the Supply of 
grace is brought down into immediate contact with us 
in the Blessed Spirit of God, in which we are baptized, 
and from whom as an ever present spring flows into us 
all that grace which the multiplied difficulties, perplexi* 
ties, and sufierings of the present demand if the peace 
of God is to keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 

Thirdly, Grace and Peace flow " from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful Witness, the First begotten of the 
dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth.'' 

The reason why here the Lord is named after the 
Spirit may be twofold ; first, because Christ is looked 
at rather in the past and future than in the present, 
which is the special time of the Spirit's operations, 
and further, because there was a d xology to follow 
which had an especial reference to the Lord Jesus in 
the words, " Unto him that loves us, &c." Here the 
Source of the supply of grace is in connection with 
'' Jesus Christ," thus pointing to his human life, Jesus 
the Son of Man and the Anointed of God. He realized 
in himself what Is. xi. 2 signified, and in the days 
of his flesh took up Is. Ixi. 1 and applied to him 
self those words of Gospel consolation and liberty which 
as the great Preacher he came to proclaim to a lost and 
ruined world, declaring that on that day was it fvdfiUed 
in Nazareth, as it is fulfilled in the ears of each one as 
the Gospel of Salvation is heard by each. 

The Lord is here characterized in three different ways. 
First, as the ''Faithful Witness." In this he stands be- 
fore us as the one who came as a Witness from God to 
Man ; and, as such, he speaks to Nicodemus as *' of the 
Son of Man who is in heaven ;" " we speak that we do 
know and testify that we have seen ;" and when stand- 
ing before Pilate when He witnessed the good confes- 
sion and said, '' To this end was I bom, and for this 
I end came I into the world to bear witness unto the 
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truth." And so Isaiah foretold, "I have given him for 
a witness to the people ". He who was in the bosom of 
the Father came to become a faithful witness of the 
purposes of peace and goodness that lay hidden until 
the fulness of time in the infinite bosom of God. He 
was a witness to the Love and to the Light of God. 
He shewed that the God of Light, dwelling in the light, 
that no man could approach unto was the God of Love, 
too, but men who loved darkness and hated the Light, 
rejected the love because they could not endure the 
Light, and God's Witness was faithful unto death. 
This is a stepping stone to the glory of the Only B^ 
gotten, who, in Resurrection, became the First Begotten 
of the Dead." Resurrection was the triumph of the 
slain witness, and then he became the first-born among 
many brethren. Thus he, who was the Only Begotten, 
became the " First Begotten," the head of a new line, 
the Second Man on the right hand of Him who sat on 
the throne, and hence the great intercessor for His 
people, their High Priest and Advocate. What confi- 
dence this gives to all our many demands on the grace 
of God, for in Christ it gives a right and a title which 
God never denies nor disputes, for the person of Christ 
upon the throne is the answer to all accusations, and se- 
cures all the blessings wherewith we are blessed in all 
Spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
Lastly, he is " Prince of the Kings of the Earth," and 
this gives us the certainty that whatever the princes of 
this world may be or do, the Victory is ours, for it is 
His who liveth and was dead, and is alive for ever 
more, and has the keys of hell and death. 

Such then is the true source of grace and peace to 
us, and surely from such an infinite Source there must 
be an infinite Supply. A Supply to meet every need, 
every contingency, and every sorrow of the individual 
Christian, and to meet every condition in which the 
Church of God may be placed. We would connect 
this specially with the Varied conditions of the church 
as represented in the seven Churches of Asia, whether 
under the failing in love in Ephesus the false doctrines, 
heresies, and schism of Pergamos and*Thyatira, the 
dead orthodoxy of Sardis or the lukewarm worldliness 
and self-seeking and self-adulution of Laodicea. To 
him that hath ears to hear the Source and Supply of 
infinite grace— open. Let none be discouraged, for as 
Gideon's fleece was wet with the dew of heaven while 
all around was dry, so may the unlimited resources of 
the grace of God be opened wide, and made available 



to each one who has faith to lay hold on God. Grace 
and Peace as we have seen come from the Father from 
whom came the Eternal Purpose, from the Son who 
fulfilled that purpose and sealed the Covenant with his 
own blood, and from the Spirit of God who communi- 
cates to the soul the jtower of quickening mercy, mak- 
ing it a partaker of the divine life, and feeding by an 
ever present fellowship the life communicated till con- 
summated in glory. 

In conclusion, we will only add the doxology of the 
loyal and loving heart to Him whose revelation is given 
unto us, and say with John, " Unto him who loves us ** 
with an ever present love, " and delivered us from our 
sins," once for all, in the past, ** in his own blood, and 
made us a Kingdom — Priests unto God and his Father : 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

H G. 

[In the above the texts of Lach : Tis : and Treg : are 
followed.] 

NOTES ON THE SONQ OF SOLOMON. 

By W. Lincoln. 



Part II. 
Dialogue IV., from ch. vL 18 to viii. 4. 

THE other words of the Bridegroom in this Dialogue, 
viz. : from vii. 6 to the middle of verse 9, and like- 
wise the Bride's reply to viii 3 suit remarkably weD 
w^ith the interpretation now given of the preceding 
verses. 

In verse 6 He regturds her as now and for ever with 
Himself and dilates on His delight in her. Twice in 
the next verses He compares her to a palm tree, which 
is a proof, if any were needed, that it is the Jewish or 
earthly bride that is specially in view here. For the 
church of God is never compared to such a tree — ^least 
of all to the stately palm. The church resembles or 
should resemble a field of wheat, which as it grows 
upwards dies downwards, and which further when quite 
ripe and full of corn in the ear is quite dead down- 
wards in its attachment to earth. The first com of 
heavenly wheat was Christ Himself when He was 
present in this world, John xii. 24.* From Him who 
died and lives, we obtain our new, our resurrection life. 
We are risen with Him. On the other hand in perfect 

• The words in the original in John xii. 24 are more 
vivid than in the translation. It ou^ht to be rendered— 
" Except THE com of wheat," &c.— as if there was only thi« 
single one, till He had died and^risen. 
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stinction to wheat, the tree, as it grows upwards 
rs fruit, so does it ever strike its roots deeper 

earth. These similes are surely fraught with 
on to him who has the hearing ear and ought 
;e to convince us of the ama:Sing difference 
our place of blessing and that of Israel, either 
T in the future. However, the Lord Jesus is 
3 Head and centre of both realms, as well of 
by as of the heavenly. Many Christians are 

spiritualize, as it is badly tenned, the plain 
r Old Testament promise and to refer every 
ere to heavenly blessing. This is sheer un- 
id is owing to their failure to give the Lord 
I rightful place. Nay more, this place they 
ously take for themselves. Consequently much 
roper joy of the soul in Him they lose. For 
oughts are not primarily of them but of Him- 
of His Son. He began with the testing and 
exposure of the creature. But now the creature 
tterly failed He has the field all to Himself, 
He is engaged in the delightful occupation of 
ut the resources and the riches of Himself. 

are we taken into favour in the beloved One, 
at Christ, the entire saved creation is to be all 
p. He has made known to us the mystery of 
, according to the good pleasure which He 
posed in Himself, that in the dispensation of 
;ss of times, He might gather together in one 
s in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
e on earth, even in Him. Ephes. i. 9, 10. 
Spirit should have placed this hint as to the 

comprehensive reach of His counsels in the 
> the Ephesians may have been designed as a 

us not to be too exclusively occupied with 
blessings ; but to see that our portion is in 
id to learn that others will have a portion 
even though an inferior one, also in this 
Accordingly when the entire heavenly family 
ted, which is now being gathered out of all 
I, He will resimie His dealings with His 
eople. And when His earthly brethren, or 
Bwcording to the flesh, bend before Him as 
they will do, they shall find as was found the 

His type, Joseph of old, that during their 

rejection of Him, He has married a bride of 

extraction. His brethren therefore are of 

those related to Him after the flesh, Israel ; 

who have received resurrection life from Him 



and are one spirit with the Lord. As erst He robed 
Himself in flesh and blood and even came "in the 
likeness of sinful flesh," so now in Resurrection, we who 
believe in Him arc made " members of His body, out 
of His flesh and out of His bones ". For never ulti- 
mately is the divine purpose frustrated or baulked. 
God indeed in order to bring forth to light deeper 
counsels of grace, may in order thereunto, allow some 
part of His revealed will to be retarded as to its execu- 
tion. But finally grace must triumph over all opposi- 
tion. And Israel, provoked to jealousy by them which 
are no people, shall yet turn unto Him from whom 
they have deeply revolted. They shall look on Him 
whom they have pierced and mourn and weep. And 
in connection with this glance at His divine sovereignty, 
it is interesting to observe that when God first revealed 
His determination that all the earth should be filled 
with the glory of the Lord, was when His design of 
blessing Israel seemed utterly hindered. See Numbers 
xiv. 21 in the light of the entire chapter. And also 
note how the very next chapter assumes the inflexi- 
bility of His counsel, seeing that its opening words are 
" When ye be come into the land of your habitations," 
Ssc. And again at a subsequent period when God took 
occasion to allude to this solemn oath of His, and even 
amplified it by the inspired prophet, was similarly 
when all hope of blessing appeared irrecoverably lost. 
Hab. iL 14. 

Can it be for this reason that in the Song here, when 
the earthly bride is at last won and delighted in, the 
Lord at once refers back to His purpose of old. " 1 
SAID, I will go up to the palm-tree." I said, " I will 
take hold of the bows thereol" Once had He said 
this and who should disannid it ? Many centuries had 
He waited, and at one period Israel was put quite away 
whilst the heavenly people and bride were being caUed 
out But this greater and deeper design of His once 
achieved, then on He pursues His former work until 
it likewise is accomplished, showing that, however 
appearances looked otherwise. He had never in His 
heart abandoned His people, nor the earth either. The 
earth is the Lord's and not the devil'& Satan is but 
an usuiper, who must be cast out. And as our God 
will place us in His own presence in the heavenlies and 
thus take possession of those heavens now temporarily 
inhabited by the devil and his angels and will cause us 
to overcome all these by the blood of the Lamb, so 
that they shall be cast out of heaven by Christ our 
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Captain with ourselves, and as the divine voice will 
make us to feel perfectly at home in our new but 
eternal home when we hear him say " Rejoice ye 
heavens and ye who (now) dwell in them ; so will 
the same God deliver this earth from Satan's thrall, 
and the kingdom* of this world shall yet become the 
kingdom of our God and of His Christ." And the 
supreme nation in the rule of this world shall be 
Israel, under Messiah its rightful king. Even as to 
the period of time when these two different peoples, 
the heavenly and the earthly are first loved, there is a 
notable variation observable in Scripture. As for the 
Church, she is chosen in Christ " before the foundation 
of the world." Eph. i. 4. " The grace and the eternal 
life were given to us in Christ Jesus before eternal 
times." 2nd Tim. i. 9, Titus i. 2. In thi^ striking 
manner again arc we reminded that we are not of the 
world, even though for a while we are pilgrims in it. 
But on the other hand, those whom He will then 
acknowledge as His earthly people when He returns 
in glory, are called to inherit a kingdom prepared for 
them ^^from the foundation of the world ". Matt. 
XXV. 34. Then a similar class had had their names 
inscribed in the slain Lamb's book of life also " from 
the foundation of the world," as we are expressly in- 
formed in Rev. xiii. 8. And thus all the people of 
God in their respective circles and ranks heavenly and 
earthly shall find their own particular place as grouped 
round Jesus only, Lord of AIL See a beautiful picture 
of these varying glories and circles of blessing in 
Hebrews xii. 22-24. 

The dialogue here on the Bridegroom's part is brought 
to a somewhat abrupt conclusion whilst he is in the 
course of expatiating upon the delight with which he 
regards this beloved object, and He allows Himself to 
be interrupted in the middle of verse 9 by the excla- 
mation of the enraptured bride, Whatever I am, I am 
for Thee, and all my fruits have been laid up for Thee, 
O my beloved ! I mean that the first ten words are 
still the utterance of the Bridegroom, but the remaining 
words in that verse and in the following verses to 
viiL 3 are the language of the Bride. The expressions 
of which here again she makes use, have many of them 
already been reflected upon and explained in the 
earlier portions of the Song. Hence there is no need 

* Revelation xL 15 should be rendered : '^ The kingdom 
of this world," not the kingdoms. 



again to remark thereon. Our praise there will be a 
continuation of our praise here. Now we are learning 
to sing the new Song ; we are now under a course of 
instruction in order to fit us to become accomplished 
heavenly harpists. This whole period now is merely 
the practising time. When we all first reach home 
will be the grand rehearsal and " Oh what a company 
will sing on that millennial morn." Nor will there be 
one jarring nor discordant note, though yet each will 
have his own peculiar touch, consequent upon the 
peculiar joy of his own heart and of the action of the 
Spirit of God within himseK. No unison, yet perfect 
harmony ! '' Salvation to our God that sitteth upon 
the throne and to the lamb for ever and evet" 
'* Worthy is the Lamb that was slain " is the Song in 
which we shall all heartily unite. But this song, I 
repeat, we are learning to sing even now. And the 
more now we know of His love, the more skilfully can 
we touch the harp strings. Accordingly where in the 
Bride's worshipping words here, we can certainly pene- 
trate beneath the symbols here employed to the giand 
realities of grace and of divine love themselves, our 
hearts even now can go therewith. Thus for instance 
it is here recorded that her delight is in Himself, vene 
9. She rests in His love, verse 10. Under any circum- 
stances she covets supremely His presence, verse 11. 
Jealous of herself, she judges herself and all her service 
in His light, verse 12. Intimacy with Himself, appro- 
priation of Himself is the goal of her aspirations, viii. 
1-2. She has Him and He has her. She is contented 
with him as in viL 6. He had expressed Himself 
likewise concerning her. Thus there is mutual satis- 
faction each with the other. He sees of the travail of 
His soul and is satisfied, Isaiah liiL She beholding His 
face is satisfied with His likeness. Psalm xviL And 
so this rapturous and crowning Dialogue of the Song 
is brought to a conclusion by the charge of the Loid' 
that this rest in Himself is never more to be dis- 
turbed. 

*A similar charge is found at the close of Part 1, of this 
Song at ch. ii. 7 ; and again at the close of the first 
Dialogue of this second Part at iii. 5. Its occturence just 
here again is a sufficient indication that we have reached 
the boundary line of the entire Song. The words " until 
He please'' is a mistranslation, and ought to have been 
rendered, "until she please." The force of the peculiar 
charge by the roes and by the hinds of the fl«ld has been 
suggested in ii 7. 
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"WALKINa WOBTHT OF THE LOBD." 

COLOSSIANS I. 10. 



** TXTAIJC worthy of the Lord." These words form 
» » the burden of the apostle's prayer for the 
" saints and faithful brethren " at Colosse ; and, we may 
say, his desire for the whole "household of faith". 
Every Christian has this desire : he would not be entitled 
to the name of a Christian if it were wanting. Yet, 
sad to say, the walk of many to-day is as those of whom 
the apostle spoke, even weeping, — " they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ.'' 

In the Epistle to the Colossians we have the subject 
of ihe Worthy Walk of the believer fully gone into. 
With the Lord's help, we will look at it in various 
aspects for His glory and our soul's profit. 

The apostle was delighted when he heard of their 
faith in Christ Jesus and the love they had for all 
saints ; and did not cease to give thanks to God that 
such was their present condition. 

A living hope also was theirs, which was manifest 
by the fruit it produced in and by them. We might 
say — surely nothing more was needed. Yes, some- 
thing more was needed. Have we not known some 
to whom the same words could at one time have 
been applied, and in whose company it was a pleasure 
to be; but, to^ay, where are theyl The place in 
testimony that once knew them, knows them no more. 
Their name is mentioned with bated breath and an 
ominous shake of the head. They are not as the 
one spoken of in the fifteenth Psalm, who walketh 
aprightly, and " shall never be moved ;" for they have 
been moved. Of their faith, they have made ship- 
wreck. Their love has long since ceased to be spoken 
of, and, as to their hope, like the hypocrite's, it has per- 
ished. Yes ; we say again, more is needed in order to 
our walk being worthy of the Lord ; and, because more 
is needed, this wonderfully sublime prayer of the 
apostle (9th verse) is here written to instruct all who 
have an ear to hear and to enable us, as the redeemed 
of God, to walk worthy of the Lord in this present 
evil world. 

The prayer begins with the desire that they *' might 
be filled with the knowledge of God's will." This is 
absolutely indispensable to a worthy walk. How other- 
wise could I know what was well-pleasing in God's 
sight, or have confidence in my actions meeting His ap- 
proval 1 This, however, involves what we require to be 



reminded of continually, viz., a constant stv.dy of His 
Word — where alone we have His will expressed. And 
Christians who are careless on this point will also be 
careless in their walk ; and a careless walk can never 
be a walk worthy of the Lord. 

God's will is also to be known ** in all wisdom." 
This wisdom we have not naturally. But, how like 
the gracious ways of our God, that which we most re- 
quire is brought within our reach and may be ours. 
^Ul that is necessary is to know our lack, and, coming 
to God, ask ; and He giveth to all liberally and upbyaid- 
eth not (Jas. i. 5.) 

Again, this knowledge of His will is to be " in all 
spiritual understanding." " What man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him." We understand our fellowmen when they express 
themselves in words to us. But we do not thus arrive 
at a knowledge of the will of God ; and because we 
often attempt to understand the things of God in this 
way, we as often fail to apprehend them. " The things 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." " Now, 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for 
they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned." This to 
the flesh is humbling ; and further on the apostle goes 
fully into this with warnings — surely not without 
meaning for us. 

The Lord Jesus while on earth taught His disciples 
a lesson by blessing the little children. He said — 
" Whosoever shaU not receive the Kingdom of God as 
a little child shall not enter therein." There is nothing 
so helpless as a little child : but, does its helplessness 
lead us to despise it ? Oh, no. Its very helplessness 
and weakness commends it to the sympathy and care 
of alL Even so when, as sinners, we took our place, 
weak and helpless before God, like the child unable to 
do anything for ourselves, it was then we found his love 
and sympathy revealed in our salvation. When He 
would teach His disciples true greatness, He as it were 
points to the little child in their midst. And shall we 
forget the word which says : " As new-bom babes 
desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow 
thereby." We are expected to grow, but let us make 
sure it is " in Him ;" and should we ever become young 
men or Fathers, it will only be by coming to Him as 
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little children, acknowledging our weakness, help- 
lessness, ignorance, and inability even to understand 
what He has said to us in His word, unless His Spirit, 
which has been given to us, enlightens our darkened 
understandings and reveals to us Hia will concerning us. 

God's will learned and known in this way brings its 
own assurance that it is from God. And we will surely 
be enabled to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing, and be fruitful in all good works, which, springing 
from such a source, shall savour of where they come 
from, and, as of old, power shall be with them. 

How from height to height we are led on in this 
prayer ! Such works meriting the name of good in 
God's sight, because originating with Himself — and we 
the prepared instruments in His hand for their execu- 
tion lead up to a knowledge of God Himself, This is 
not merely knowing His will. It is something far be- 
yond that. A walk worthy of the Lord leads to a 
knowledge of Him and a walk with Him. When this 
is enjoyed, it is not then so much the knowledge of His 
will, as an entering into His purposes, counsels, and 
plans. Because, doth not the Spirit reveal the deep 
things of God : and our own obedience then is not so 
much to His will as to His wish. This power, then is 
a reality felt by us \ because strengthened by it to the 
accomplishing of his will. Not turned aside should 
difficulties beset our path, because we shall have learned 
in some measure to know Him, and thus shall patience 
and long-suffering characterise us. 

The remaining portion of the first chapter is princi- 
pally taken up with recounting that which alone can 
form the incentive to a worthy walk, namely, the grace 
of God as known by us in what He has done for us ; 
the assurance of our perfect salvation in deliverance 
from the power of darkness ; redemption through the 
blood by which peace has been made, and to a place 
secured for us in heaven. Being debtors for all we are 
or will be. Ho would thus constrain us to walk in His 
ways, and so be found walking worthy of Him. 

The second chapter of this Epistle is devoted to 
pointing out courses which, if followed, would not be 
walking worthy of the Lord. And how solemn, as wo 
read it, to find that man is the hindrance to this worthy 
walk. How much the word is needed in this day when 
a loose rein is given to the natural pride of the human 
heart, which has risen up in rebellion against God. 

Verse 3. — " In Christ are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge ; and this he says lest any man 



should beguile us with enticing words — enticing us to 
seek wisdom and knowledge where there are only the 
" many inventions ". Verse 8. — " Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit ; after 
the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world 
— and not after Christ." What dishonour it would be 
to Him whose name we bear — and, who expects us 
to walk worthy of Him — should we turn aside after the 
philosophy and traditions of men — when in Christ, 
whose we are and who hath given Himself to us, 
" dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ". 

Verses 1 6-18. — " Let no man judge you," " let no man 
beguile you." " Why, as though living in the world are 
ye subject to ordinances after the commandments and 
doctrines of men V* Surely in vain is the net spread in 
sight of the bird. The wicked are as an angel of light 
They have many a wile to drag us down from the ex- 
cellency in which we have been placed, and beguiling 
us from the simplicity that is in Christ Should the 
evil one succeed, there might, indeed, be " a fair show," 
but it could only be " in the flesh." There would be 
barrenness and unfruitfulness for God. The wisdom of 
our day that hesitates not at denying God*s word, is ^ 
not more foul in His sight than the enticing words 
which, ostensibly for the glory of His name and the 
triumph of His cause, would sacrifice His truth, ignore 
His precepts, and treat as rum-essential that which He 
has revealed as His will for His people's acceptance and 
obedience. 

Granted, there is a " Shew of wisdom :" but the 
apostle says — " Beware," lest ye be beguiled of your 
reward. This is most solemn, and surely should be 
taken heed to by us. That which characterised the 
Man Christ Jesus was his perfect obedience to the will 
of God His Father. " Lo I I come, to do thy will, 
God." " My meat is to do His will" ** I came not 
to do mine own will ; but the will of Him who sent 
me. The works that I do are not mine, but tboee 
of Him who sent me." And because this was no 
idle boast, but a reality. He could say — " Father, I 
have glorified thee on the earth." Only as we let this 
mind abide in us, shall we walk even as He walked. 
And surely His was a walk well-pleasing to God. 

It is impossible that we can increase in the know- 
ledge of God unless we set the blessed example of the 
Lord always before us. And when we " set the Lord 
always before our face, our cry wiU constantly be— 
'' Father, Thy will be done ! " This wUl suxely pn- 
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from the fowler's snare, and guard us against 
it which has more regard for traditions and 

of men, than the precious word of our God. 
gect God had in view in leaving His people in 
d was, that they might be witnesses for Him. 
3 wo can only truly be by an unquestioning 
n to the will of the Lord, as learned and re- 

the power of the Holy Ghost. We shall then 
iesire for the crooked ways that would minis- 
3 pride of our hearts. 

auch there is in the first four verses of the 
pter I The apostle is now about to bring home 
in a practical way how this walk worthy of 

is to be manifested. But, before doing so, he 
ive them remember that it is only as they are 

Christ, that they can have either the desire or 

accomplish it. They must live by the faith 
Dn of God, who loved them and gave Himself 
; nay, more, who would soon appear for them, 
ey would be glorified together with Him. 
r words, he shows them where they must 
power to help, and sustaining grace to enable 
;o on unwearied and also to cheer them on 
' with the blessed hope that in a little while 
If-denial, patience, trial, and suffering, involved 
g to walk worthy of the Lord would find a 
ward and approval from Him before and to 

was done. This is needed, as those know 
3 trodden the path before, and know what is 
1 it. 

5 to 8 show how this walk must begin 

great mistake is often made, especially by 
ng in the faith — whose idea of a life pleasing 
rd, in many cases, seems to be activity in ser- 
ii as preaching, tract-distributing, &c. God 
should seek to hinder any of these things ! 

be observed that God's way is invariably the 
hus in the epistle before us, it is first His will 

then, what His grace has done for us. When 
' fills the heart and soul, and He would use us 
ory. He always begins by self-discipline. As 
pie, in Romans xii.. He beseeches us by His 
) present our bodies living sacrifices. Of old 
. was first to be in the heart, and then in the 
Li the heart first, to subdue there all things 
If, bringing every thought into captivity to 
duce of Christ. The worthy walk, then, begins 
iividoal Christian confarming his own ways 



and words to the will and ways of God ; by putting 
off the old man, and putting on the new man — which 
is Christ ; or, as Timothy was exhorted, if he would be 
useful to others, to be an example in word, conversa- 
tion, charity, spirit, faith, purity. Would that this 
were written as with letters of living fire on our hearts. 
How much confusion would be saved I and what a 
power for God in our several places we wo\ild l)e I 
Deeds have always a louder voice than words. Let the 
passions be subdued, and the fruit of the Spirit in rich 
clusters be found growing upon us, then would we have 
such power with others, that a way would be opened 
for the word of our God by us. 

It must be a grievous thing to God to see any of His 
children yield their members as servants of unright- 
eousness, allowing fleshly lusts to run riot, as when 
they lived in them. AVhere such a sad condition of 
soul exists, it can only cause the name and doctrine of 
God to be blasphemed ; and such an one has surely 
never known, or knowing has forgotten, that he was 
purged from his old sins. Moreover, the root of all bad 
testimony by Christians will be found in the fact, tliat 
they have ceased to realise that they are dead, and 
risen with Christ; that they are but children. The 
pride of their hearts has never been truly humbled by 
the cross of Christ. As one has said, " There surely is 
no sword so sharp as the tongue ;'' and the only remedy 
for this " unruly " member is a constant looking unto 
Christ. In the 39th Psalm wo have the experience of 
one who knew what a world of iniquity was within, 
requiring the strong hand to subdue and keep it from 
open manifestation to the dishonour of God. 8o he 
purposes that he will not sin with his tongue, he would 
keep his mouth with a bridle, '* whilst the wicked are 
before him." Like our Lord, he was dumb under pro- 
vocation ; he opened not his mouth : there was a fire 
within, however. Who that has tried thus in the help 
of God but knows what a fire it is. Yet it had the 
desired result ; because, whilst thus dumb, he mused ; 
his thoughts went upwards ; the spiritual asserted it- 
self ; his mouth opened, and his words — instead of 
angry retort or cutting rebuke — were tfpoken to the Lord, 
confessing his own frailty, weakness, and sinfulness. 
Perseverance in such self-discipline would surely direct 
our hearts into the patience of Christ, and make us fit 
witnesses for Him of whom we are exhorted to walk 
worthy. 

y«iB«8 9 to 17 inculcate the worthy walk before 
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brethren. How plain and pointed the words are ! 
Let us read them slowly, humbly, prayerfully, and 
with contrition, as we think how far we have come 
short of walking according to them. Let us not pass 
from this section, however, without noticing the strik- 
ing and humbling words, namely, ** Lie not one to 
another". If the things enumerated in these verses 
have not found a place in us, and are not in daily exer- 
cise, how solemn to think that our lives are a living lie 
to one another ! Because, while we profess to be Christ's, 
to be a witness for Him, we are found belying our 
words or profession, by manifesting, -not the new man 
(Christ), but the old man with his deeds. 

Verses 18 to 25 tell how to walk worthy in domestic 
and social relationships, in some of which we all 
are found. Let it not be forgotten that, if the 
wife is called upon to submit unto her husband 
he is also commanded to love his wife, even as 
Christ loved the ChurcL And here let me remark 
what is true of all precept, that it is individual. 
Husbands sometimes forget what they are commanded, 
and are occupied in looking unduly for submission from 
their wives. Wives, on the other hand, forgetting their 
calling, become querulous and complain of the lack 
of love on the part of their husbands. Let the hus- 
band occupy himself exclusively with seeing that be- 
fore God he loves his wife, even as Christ loved the 
Church ; and the wife that she submit herself to her 
own husband as is fit in the Lord ; and the result will 
be such an experience in the married state, as will bring 
the relation of Christ to His Church so vividly real and 
near that we shall need no other interpretation. 

H it is expected of children that they obey their 
parents, it is commanded the fathers not to provoke 
them to anger. Is it not significant that fathers only are 
warned not to provoke them. Might the omission of the 
mother from the warning word not mean that God saw 
no need of speaking thus to her, knowing her great 
love to them would be an effectual hindrance to the sin. 
Surely here the husband can learn a lesson from the 
wife ! 

To the servants the word is obey. Their work is to 
be performed not with eye service, but faithfully and 
heartily, and the guiding principle will be — " as to the 
Lord." Whenever insubordination finds a place, the 
service is not to the Lord, but self and from self, and 
the wages can only be misery, sorrow, and an after re- 
morse. WhereaF, when our service to an earthly master 



is done as if employed therein by the Lord, there is, in 

addition to our reward from our earthly master, the 

reward from our Heavenly Master, " for ye serve the 

Lord Christ ;" and He will not forget to thank us iu 

His own time for the faithfulness we showed to Him 
in being subject. 

As to masters ; remember you have also a Master in 
heaven, who one day will take account from you as to 
your service to Him on earth — not the least part of 
which will be how you have acted toward those who, in 
God's providence. He called to serve you in earthly 
things. 

Such are some of the ways in which this walk 
worthy of the Lord is to find expression. 

One point more. Chap. iv. 5 — ** Walk in wisdom 
toward those who are without, redeeming the time." Is 
there not a beautiful order in all God's arrangements. 
First, myself ; then my brethren ; next the close ties 
of the domestic life — widening out to the place and 
sphere I occupy in the social relationship — and lastlj, 
the unsaved. He who has begun at the beginning and 
followed on to know will have prepared himself in 
God's way how to walk before, and how to speak the 
gracious seasonable word to him who cares for none of 
these things ; and such a walk God will own and bless 
to the guiding and help of His saints and the salvation 
of perishing sinners. P. Hi 

LUKE IX. 

'^ There be some standing here which aball not taste of death 
till they see the kingdom of God." 

Yes, even now, our eyes may see 

The once rejected Lord, 
Adom'd with brightest majesty. 

His high and nch reward. 

His kingdom comes ! But even here 

Its splendour may be seen, 
When faith beholds His glorious throne, 

Without a cloud between. 

The scene around may all be dark, 

The Kingdom distant still, 
And yet to us a sight be given, 

Like that on Tabor's hul. 

If seldom are such heavenly views 

Permitted to appear. 
How, when they come, our hearts exclaim, 

'Tis blessed to be here ! 

Soon, soon, alas I such visions close. 

And we must dwell once more, 
Amidst the sights and signs of woe. 

Which cruan'd our souls before. 

Yet transient as the gleams may be. 

Swift as they pass away, 
They fill the sotu with joy and praise, 

As with the star of day. 

Oh, teU us not of poets' dreams. 

The lands of fabled bliss, 
What earth-bom sight can onoe compttie, 

With such a joy as this I M. Wi 
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JESUS, THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

Read John VI. 



the giving of the manna, and the purpose fo^ 
which it was given, as well as in every character- 
of it, we get a striking and beautiful type of the 
. Jesus Christ. In the first place, it was given in 
^lost wondrous grace ; for so far from deserving it, 
Children of Israel merited very different treatment 
xi's hands. (Compare Ex. xvi. 2-4, with Rom. v. 8.) 
icondly, it was given by God ; that One against 
n they sinned, against whom they so frequently 
nured, and whom they so often provoked and 
ed. (Compare Ex. xvi. 4, with Jno. iii 16.) 
drdly, it came down from heaven; "He com- 
led the clouds from above, and opened the doors 
aven, and rained down manna upon them to eat ". 
ipare Ps. Ixxviii. 23, 24, with Jno. vi. 61. 
mrthly, it came to where they were ; there it lay 
i about the camp on the naked wilderness, a poor, 
Bed, small, down-trodden, nameless thing. (Com- 
Ps. Ixxviii. 28, Ex. xvi. 14, 16 ; Num. xxi. 6, with 
i« 10, 14;Isa. liii 3.) 

fthly, it came in the night ; when deep sleep was 
I upon men, when all around was shrouded in 
less. (Compare Ex. xvi. 7, with Matt. iv. 16, 
i. 6.) 

cthly, it was to he had for nothing ; without 
y, and without price, as free as the air, the sun- 
, or the rain. (Compare Ex. xvi 16, with Rev. 
17.) 

venthly, it was given to sustain life, (Compare 
:vi. 3, 4, with Jno. vi 60.) 
id lastly, in the manna, preserved in the golden 
'ithin the veil, we see a portion rescued out of the 
ption, into which, that lying on the sands of the 
t soon turned, as it was being melted by the noon, 
un. (Compare Ex. xvi. 32-34, with Heb. ix. 3, 
teii. 25-28.) 

t it is not to the manna as a type of the Lord 
, (full of precious teaching though it be), I want 
«ct your attention ; but rather to the Lord as a 
ist to the manna ; for that, you will perceive, is 
iaching of the Master in this chapter. He declares 
elf to be " the true bread," " the living bread," 
bread of life," of which He says, " if a man eat 
all live for ever " ; and in this respect the very 
ite of the manna ; for, says Jesus, '^ your fathers 
it manna in tht wilderness and died '\ 



From this, wc see that the Lord is putting Himself 
forth, not as food for His believing cJiildren^ to sustiiin, 
to nourish, and to strengthen them, amid the trials, 
persecutions, difficulties, and dangers of the wildcmr ss ; 
(this we get abundantly in other precious portions of 
the Word) ; but rather as the food provided by God for 
sinners. He is setting forth the wondrous grace of 
His Father in providing for His down-coming. His 
doing. His dying, and His rising again, a great, glorious, 
present, perfect, effectual, and everlasting salvation, for 
the hell-deserving, lying under sentence of eternal 
death. He is Himself declaring '' glad tidings of gntat 
joy," even " the Gospel of the grace of God ". 

Let us now consider for a little, some of the weighty 
sayings that fell from the lips of the Master ; and may 
He bless them to us by His Spirit ; and grant us thq 
grace to receive, to believe, to own, and to confess, 
what He may be pleased to reveal. 

Look at that miraculously-fed multitude. Many 
amongst them are very anxious to see Jesus; they 
follow Him ; they take pains to find Him ; for, " they 
took shipping and came to Capernaum, seeking for 
Jesus" (ver. 24.) Why? Was it because they 
recognised Him as their long-promised Messiah ? 
Did they know £[im as God's sent One ; as the One 
who came to deliver them out of a place of bondage, ' 
and condemnation, and death ; and bring them into 
life and liberty, light and glory 1 Ah no ! not for aP, 
or for any of these things did they follow Him ; but, 
because He had ministered to their temporal necessities; 
He had bountifully supplied their wants by the 
miraculously-multiplied loaves and fishes. 

They saw no beauty in Him ; He was but *' Jesus 
the son of Joseph " to them ; they knew nothing of 
the grace that brought Him into their midst; they 
desired nothing beyond the loaves and fishes ; and in 
pursuit of these perishing things^ all their energies are 
employed^ all their powers are engaged. 

What a picture of man by natiire ! No thougfit 
about Him ; no thought about eternity ; but all his 
time and thoughts taken upr with a world that is fast 
passing away; a world that lies under awful and 
fearful judgment. 

Well I they sought for Jesus and found Him ; but 
the Master well knew that they were toiling for a vain 
thing, labouring for that which was not meat, and for 
that which satisfieth not ; therefore He thus addresses 
them — ''Labour not for th« meat which periaheth 
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but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man shall give unto you : for Him 
hath God the Father sealed", (ver. 27.) But this 
was not what they desired, so they say — " What sign 
shewest Thou then, that we may see, and believe Theel 
What dost Thou work " 1 Then they plainly declare 
what they sought after, what they looked for, by 
boasting of the grand supply their fathers had, when 
passing through the wilderness, (ver. 31) as if they 
would say " Give us such another supply as they had ; 
give us a continual supply of the loaves and fishes ; 
shew us their sign ; do for us their work, and then we 
will believe You ". 

But it was not to preserve the life of man in the 
flesh, or to perpetuate the old Adam standing, that God 
sent His Son. Therefore, He tells them once, and 
again, that their fathers, though fed with bread from 
heaven, had all passed away. (See verses 49, 58.) 
The manna could not give them everlasting life. It 
was like all the rest of the perishing things that 
belonged to a vanishing dispensation. Just as the 
sacrifices could not make " him that did the services 
perfect as pertaining to the conscience " ; as " the blood 
of bulls and of goats could not take away sins," but 
could only " sanctify to the purifying of the flesh " ; 
so the manna could not give eternal life ; it could only 
sustain the natural life, and that but for a time. 
^* Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness and 
died:* 

Here then is the first truth the Master brings to the 
surface in His discourse — Tfie manna wont do. 

And oh ! children of God, is there not a lesson for us 
here 1 Blessed be God, we know that He has, in the 
riches of His grace, provided a great, and a glorious 
salvation for us ; that He has saved us ; that He has 
brought us nigh to Himself ; that He loves us with 
a deep, unchanging, and unchangeable love ; and that 
nothing can separate us from that love. But, are we 
feeding upon, and rejoicing in, the love, the grace, the 
character, the person, and the work of Him who has 
redeemed and saved us: or, are we trying to find 
enjoyment in other things — earthly objecte, worldly 
pursuits, the poor fleeting things of this life, which all 
are to perish with the using. " Seekest thou great 
things for thyself 1 seek them not : for behold I will 
bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord," are words 
from which many a useful lesson may be drawn, even 
now. 



Let us rather " seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God " ; let 
us ** set our affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth ". (Col. iii 1,2.) Then, as we look on 
these things, our affliction will seem 'Might," and 
"but for a moment," in comparison with the "far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory " beyond ; 
" for the things which are seen are temporal ; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal ". (2 Cor. iv. 17, 
18.) 

But, not only does the Lord teU them of the deep, 
deep need of man ; He tells them also of God's great 
remedy : for He says — " Verily, verily, I say unto yon, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven ; but Mj 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For 
the bread of God is that (see Alford) which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world ". 
(verses 32, 33.) Then in their ignorance they exckim, 
" Lord evermore give us this bread," (34), just as the 
Samaritan woman, in her ignorance, asked Him for the 
living water, (iv. 15.) IShe asked for, and expedsd 
an earthly supply, so as to be relieved of the trouble of 
drawing water ; but Jesus revealed Himself to her, and 
satisfied her, not with the things of earth, but with the 
eternal and enduring things beyond. 

So, to the carnal desire of these Jews, Jesus makes 
reply— "Jam the bread of life". (35). Henceforth 
His discourse is in the first person ; it occurs, in one 
form or another, no less than thirty-five times. And 
oh! what a marvellous revelation He unfolds. He 
tells them that He is Himself, the living bread, in 
contrast to the manna, which could not give life ; that 
He came down from heaven at His Father's bidding, 
to accomplish the will of Him that sent Him; He 
unfolds what the will of the Father is ; even that e?eiy 
one believing and trusting in Him should have eTer- 
lasting life. He teUs them how this eternal life is to 
be brought in — by giving up His flesh in death. He 
tells them that whoever would not eat of that bread 
should not live ; but he that ate of it should never die 
but should live because of Him ; that all such haiw 
eternal life ; and He will rabe them up from the dead, 
to «njoy it for ever. 

This then, is another truth brought out by the 
Master, and a precious, glorious, and wonderful one it 
is — that, Jesus is the bread sent down from hecam^ io 
give live J eternal life, unto a hungry^ thirsty^ needy ^^mi 
verishing world, • 
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Jut thifi gracious and marvellous declaration of the 
ing Saviour, onlyBerTes to faring oat anotber truth ; 
awful truth, viz., that the heart of man by naiure 
•e darkncsg rather titan tight, and ehooaes deulh 
her ih'in life. "When Jeaus, in answer to the request 
the Jews — " Lord evennore give us this bread " — 
lared that the bread had been given ; that He tras 
t bread ; that whosoever cometh to Hiui ehould 
'er hunger, and he that believoth on Him should 
er thirst, it brought out, not merely their disappoint- 
it at not receiving the sign they looked for, but 
I their diglielief of the tnith, (ver. 41) ; their ignor- 
c of Hig Person, (ver. 42} ; and their rejection of 
t tB'irk, (ver. 52). How true the words of the 
jstle Paul— "The natural man receiveth not the 
ige of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness 
o him : neither can he know them, because they 
spiritually discerned ". 

low then can we know Jesus as the living bread) 
w are the precious truths taught by Him to be 
^ived and believed 1 Blessed be His name, the 
wer to tbesQ questions is given in this discourse too, 

thus another important ti'uth is brought to light, 
, that Qod, by His Spirit, brings some hut ones to 
\e, and to tntet His great salvation. Look at verse 
" It is written in the Projjhets, and they shall be 
»Dght of God. Every man therefore that lieareth 
a the Father, and learneth, comoth unto Me ". 
ford's translation), Jesus declares further-^" All 
ch the Father giveth Me shall come to Me ; and 

that Cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out," and 
n, "This is the will of My Father, that every one 
ch looketh on the Son, and believeth in Him, 
iJd have eternal life, and that I should raise him 
a the last day". (Verses 37,40 Alford). Did 
jr know Jesus of Nazareth to be " the Christ the 

of the living God " 1 " Blessed art thou, Simon 
jona," Hays Jesus, " for flesh and blood hath not 
laled it unto thee, but My Father which is in 
cen". (Matt. xvi. 16,17). Do we knowHimI 
'0 we come to Himi Are we trusting in Himt 
o man can come unto Mo," says the same 
ised One, " except it were given unto him 
My Father". (ver. 65.) Yea, dear fellow-be- 
ers, we know that, if it is true on the one hand, 
, the eye of the natural man hath not seen, nor ear 
^i, neither have entered into his heart, the thin^pi 
ch God hath prepared for them that love Him. 



(1 Cor. ii. 9.) ) it is also tnie ; blessedly true ; and 
blessed be His name, true of ns, that Ue " hath 
revealed them unto us by His Spirit ". He has sent 
down Christ for us (51 ;) Ho has drawn us (41) ; Ha 
has given us to Christ (37) ; He has given us everlaat- 
ing life (40) ; and bye-and-bye Jesus shall come for 
us, and take us to he with Himself for ever. 

" Meet companions then for Jesus, 
From Hiiii, for Him made ; 

Glory of God's grace for ever, 
There in us displayed." B. 
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ABIDINO IN CHEIST. 

THAT I might live unto God," (Gal. il 19), i 
end of the Christian's life. Now, so long as tha 
believer keeps in close, humble, happy fellowship with 
his Saviour, leaning on the Beloved, walking with God, 
having his heart burning within him, as he enjoys his 
Sanour's intercourse of grace in the banqueting house ; 
so long as he keeps hero, the flesh is weak and tempta- 
tion comparatively powerless ; but again, whenever the 
believpr falls away from eijfnmunion with the Lord, 
and lives on the manna gathered yesterday, his soul 
gets lean and withered, the flesh resumes its old vigour, 
wrestles hard for the mastery, and brings the believer 
down groaning to the dust. 

Out only happy, safe, and ti^ful place is ever, ever, 
EVER, at our Saviour's side, ever in God's presence, witli 
a fonscierux at rest tlirough faith in the cleansing blood, 
and a henrt at rest through the enjoyment of His satis- 
fying love; and owr great gtruggle into keep always Aers. 

. . . The whole matter depends upon the close- 
ness of our walk with God. ^Tien so led of the Holy 
Ghost, we are in His grace strong, and temptation can 
get little hold. Jesus is very precious while the world 
is altogether worthless, and we are afraid to do any- 
thing, that would grieve the Spirit, or that would stir 
up or awake the Beloved One before He please ; but 
when we get away from communion with Him, and 
live in duties and ordinances, then the sweetness of 
Christ is not enjoyed, the heart is empty, the flesh re- 
sumes its hold on us, old habits begin to claim their 
former sway, the world begins again to look attractive, 
Jesus is not enjoyed, — we are in danger of a moumfid 
fall or a dismal declension. " Abide in Me, and I in 
you." " Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lusts of the flesh." Let us lay aside every weight 
and the sin that doth so easily besot us, and let us 
run with patitnce the race that is set before ue LOOKiiia 
UNK> Jbsus. !>• 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH EAOH OTHEB AS 

OHBISTIANS. 



W"E ought to prize very much fellowship with each 
other as the children of God. Just as it is with 
our common mercies so is it with our fellowship ; it is 
when we are deprived of them that we begin to see 
something of their value. So it is with our fellowship 
one with another as the children of God. When we 
are so circumstanced that we are cut off from inter- 
course with each other, then we see something of its 
real value, and long for fellowship with those who 
love the Lord ; for we are members one of another, 
being united to Christ, our risen Head. True we 
need not lack fellowship with the Lord, however 
isolated we may be from our fellow-Christians, and 
thus can be happy in His love ; but even thus enjoying 
His fellowship, it makes us long for others of like mind 
that we may praise the Lord together and be banded 
together with one heart in His service, and thus be 
mutually refreshed in our united worship and service. 
But when alone, or almost alone, where on every side 
the power of Satan is seen in keeping souls in spiritual 
death, either through a perverted Gospel or in the 
midst of open wickedness where darkness covers the 
people, how much then we would prize the fellowship 
of a real saint, however weak or imperfect. Let us 
learn from this to prize very much the fellowship of 
the Lord's children while wo have the opportunity, 
for we know not how soon we may be deprived of this 
great privilege, keeping in view this all-important 
truth, that to be helpful to each other we must be in 
fellowship wiUi Christ Himself. How often small things 
will hinder our taking opportunities of meeting for 
prayer, praise, and reading the Word together, and thus 
we lose much blessing. If laid a ide on a sick bed, 
and thus unable to go to such meetings, we will have 
cause to regret our remissness when we might have 
enjoyotl each other's fellowship, but allowed some 
trifling tiling to come in the way to hinder. Then 
again in our private intercourse how careful we ought 
to be to improve the time for the Lord's glory and our 
mutual good ; how often is pi-ecious time lost by 
frivolity ; how often one Christian will grieve the 
Spirit in another by foolish talking and jesting, and 
may even go the length of using Scripture language in 
a witty way to provoke a smile, and this is sometimes 
the case when a number of those specially engaged in 
the Lord's work meet in private, at conference times, 



and other occasions. How forgetful such are of PauVs 

words to TitujB, "In all things showing thyself a 

pattern of good works; in doctrine showing uncor* 

ruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be 

condemned." Titus iL 7, 8. Also his word to the 

Colossians, "Let your speech be alway with grace 

seasoned with salt." By all means let us be happy and 

joyful when gathered together in social intercourse; 

but let us see to it that it is the joy of the Lord that 

is the source of it. Another evil that hinders saints 

making their private intercourse tend to profit k the 

spirit of rash criticism that is very ready to creep in 

and occupy the mind, especially after hearing addresses 

from various servants of the Lord. Proper criticism 

can be used to much profit, for we are to prove all 

things and hold fast that which is good ; yet it may 

readily degenerate into a spirit of faultfinding and aril 

speaking, and thus grieve the spirit and hinder our 

fellowship. How careful then each ought to be, and 

especially those who are taught in the Word, to give a 

right tone to the conversation, and thus lead out the 

others to the mutual benefit of all ; and thus, in view i 

of going out to some special service for the Lord, each 

can go forth strengthened by the help thus received 

May we, then, be enabled to redeem our precious time 

more fully for the Lord, remembering that we are not 

our own but bought with a price, even the precious 

blood of Christ ; and that, like the cleansed leper, we 

have the blood sprinkled on our ear and hand and foot, 

and thus to be wholly consecrated to the Lord in Spirit, 

soul, and body. Let us, then, watch against everything 

that is not consistent with the Word of God; that 

wherever our steps may lead us, or whatever our hands 

may do, or whatever our ears may hear, all may he 

done to the glory of God. Paul, in writing to the • 

Thessalonians, could say, " Ye are witnesses, and God , 

also, how holily and justly and unblameably we he- | 

liaved ourselves among you that believe," I Ihess. 

iL 10 ; and, " Ye know what manner of men we were 

among you for your sake," 1 Thess. L 5. The manner 

of men we are as the Lord's children and servants wiH j 

liave a corresponding efiect on those we meet with 

either to hinder or help in blessing ; and as we have 

so much to contend with daily in our walk from within 

and without, let us seek to be in constant fellowship 

with the Loitl that we may have power to help esch 

other in our daily conflict in fighting " the good fight 

of faith ". w. a a 
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HOLINESS. 

i of God should be wary of all error, both 
trine and practice, and ready to reject false 
d turn away from ungodly livers. We also 
watchful when states or conditions of abso- 
less are professed, even by the holiest, know- 
is ! ** the infection of nature doth remain " 
^er. 

3 this carefulness is commendatory, we must 
ftU that is propounded on the subject of 
or consecration ; but we should be wise to 
)cious truths from extravagance, and ready 
lU that is lovely and of good report, while 
I that is extreme and unscripturaL 
e is this wise carefulness more needful than 
it movements respecting a closer walk with 
ich many doubtful terms have been used, 
loctrines taught, and not a little extravagant 
iiade concerning perfection in the flesh. 
A in all questions relating to Scripture, it is 
it, in the first instance, to ascertain the 
the terms used; as until a clear agreement is 
especting the meaning of the words, argu- 
lead to misunderstanding, disputation, and 

gher life " is a term not strictly accurate ; 
life higher than the Christ-life which every 
3uld live. But, alas ! many live very far 

privileges, and need exhortation to a full 
L of themselves to God, which is the mean- 
h the term " higher life " is used, 
conversion " is an unscriptural phrase, and 
lany believers have experienced such a 

a fulness of blessing, such a passage from 

ely saved," to that peace, and joy, and rest 

/ they should and might have possessed, at 
r conversion, that they inaccurately call it a 
version. 

I baptism of the Holy Ghost" is another 
Uigent expresssion. There is but one baptism 
t. "By one Spirit are we all baptised into 
(1 Cor. xii. 13). But there is a " fulness 
t" (Eph. V. 18), and a "supply of the Spirit 
irist" (PhiL i. 19), which all believers may 
njoy, and such I believe to be intended by 
bisms ", 

as to other expressions, on consideration 
-en find that while incorrect terms are care- 
yet by these inaccurate phrases are generally 
desirable experiences. 



PRATER AND CONFESSION. 



THE difference between prayer and confession, as 
respects the condition of the heart before God, 
and its moral sense of the hatefulness of sin, cannot 
possibly be over-estimated. It is a much easier thing 
to ask, in a general way, for the forgiveness of our 
sins, than to confess those sins. Confession involves 
sei/'jiidginent ; asking for forgiveness may not, and in 
itself does not. Self-judgment is one of the most 
valuable and healthy exercises of the Christian life ; 
and therefore anything which produces it, must be 
highly esteemed by every earnest Christian. 



PRAYER. 



WHERE prayer is real, we are saved from being 
guilty of uttering solemn falsehoods, told in 
pious language to the truth-loving God. 

We should not so often starve our own souls, or 
insult our Heavenly Father ; we should not so often 
be guilty of uttering what we have all uttered quite 
too often, ^'prayerless prayers ". " If prayer only had 
a clearly defined, deeply felt object to plead for, it 
never would be a dull drudgery or a painful penance." 

CUYLBB. 

♦ 

What is it to obey the gospel but to believe the 
gospel 1 Unbelief says, " I will not receive Christ as 
a gift from God". Faith, on the contrary, says, "I 
want Christ in his fulness; my pinching poverty 
makes me glad of so rich and all-sufficient a Saviour." 

We little know the deep mysteries of the human 
heart : it is because of our deep sin and pride that we 
bear correction with so much impatience ; but if we 
had a dangerous malady, and knew it, we should not 
complain of the bitter taste and troublesome effects of 
the medicine given us to heal our disease. 

R. C. C. 

CONFERENOE MEETINGS 

AT 

Hamilton, Ontabio, Canada. 



THE Annual Meetings of Believers in the Lord Jesus, will be 
held God Willing, in Hamilton on the 15th, 16th, 17th and 
18th of January, 1880. Prayer is asked for these meetings, 
and for the litUe assemblies scattered throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

SOUTH SHIELDS. 

Believers are meeting every Lord's-day in the name of the 
Lord Jesus in the Mission Room, Waterlow Yale, South Shields. 
Morning at 10-SO, For breaking bread. 
£vening at 6-30^ For the preaching of the Gospel. 
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THE 

EDINBURGH LEAFLETS. 

On Tinted Paper. Price 8d. per 100, 
post free. 

" Let go the Twig." 

" Reaoer, art thou Bom Again ? " 

Qod Loves You. 

" I am Going by the Book." 

The Neglected Letter. 

The Substitute. 

My own Conversion. 

The BanfTshire Dying Woman. 

A Religion of Four Letters. 



TINTED SERIES 

OF 

GOSPEL BOOKS, 

For Broadcast Circulation. 

Royal 82mo, 8 pages. |Price 1/9 per 100, 

post free. 

A Remedy for Every Evil. 

Mary*s Mistake. 

"What will vou do with Christ?" 

" I don't believe in your way." 

Waiting God's Time. 

Is your Soul Saved ? 

No Blood— No Remission. 

To him that hath shall be given. 

After this. 

"I always believed In Jesus." 

Born of God. 

No time to Think. 

Nothing but Himself. 

Eternity Dark. 

Hell or Him. 

The Two Distances. 

Who caret for me? 



Royal 32mo, 16 pages. Price 3/6 per 100, 

post free. 

Liale Ash brook. 

Saved and Taken Home. 

Mistaken Confidence. 

"Is that It? is it so simple?" 

" I never knew what Real Happiness %vas till 

now." 
Atoning Blood. 

" I never did any harm in my life." 
" What would I do now If I had not Christ? " 
" I don't think I need to be Converted." 
The Cambridge Student. 
A Fifty Year's DifTlculty. 
"This should have been settled before I 

Joined the Church. 
Light out of Darkness : an Indian Officer's 

Conversion. 
My Conversion ; or, Saved In a Circus. 



Illost. by Woodcuts (specially prepared). 

A Living Bridge ; or, "We mutt be Saved.** 

The Fatal Props. 

" Herrings for Nothing." 



On White Piinting Paper. For the Enquiry 
Meeting, kc. 

The Glorious Gospel. 
Words of Grace and Truth. 



FOUR-PAGE SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 

Price 1/- per 100, post free. 

God's Good News. 

Good Tidings to all. 

"I have a Message from Qod unto Thee." 



Scripture-Headed Note-paper. 
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PACKET A.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 

God so loved the world that He gave His only^begotten Son, &c. 

God commendeth His love towtu^ us in tluit wmle we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us. 

Herein is love, not. that we loved God, but that He loved us, &o. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

In due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 

When I see the blood I will pass over you. 

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

By grace are ye saved throuj^h faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God. 

He that believeth on Him is not condemned. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesof . 

I will come again and receive you unto Myself. 

Take My voke upon you and learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye shiall find rest unto your souls. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because be 
trusteth in Thee. 

If we ask anything according to His will. He heareth ns. 

Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, &c. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you ricmy in all wisdom. 

He shall come to be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe . 

Be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, &c 

He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless oome again 
with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with him. 

Little children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

He that winneth souls is wise. 

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also ye are called. 

PACKET B.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 

Ye are complete in Him (Col. it 10). 

Jesus said — It is finished (John xiz. 30). 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path (Prov. liL 6). 

The meek wiU He ^uide in judgment and the meek will He teadi His Way. 

As He is so are we in this world (1st John iv. 17). 

They that feared the Lord spake often one to another (Mai. iiL 16). 

Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. viii. 12). 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the former 

things are passed away (Rev. xxi. 4). 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, kc 
He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might Jbe made 

the righteousness of God in Him (2nd Cor. v. 21). 
Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed for I am thy Grod, kc 
He gave Himself fqjr our sins that He might deliver us from the present evil world. 
He nath said, I will never leave, nor forsake thee (Heb. xiii. 15). 
All have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. iii. 23). 
By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight (Rom. iil 20). 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, kc 
He hath made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph. L 6). 

Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm czix. 105). 
I am crucified with Christ (Gal. il 20). 

As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him (Col. u. 6). 
Now are ye light in the Lord — walk as children of light (Eph. v. 8). 
My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is nuuie perfect in weakness. 
God is able to make all grace abound towara you ; that ye, kc 
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THE OLD AND THE NSW. 

Snr has marred the first creation. Its doom is 
pronounced. The first heavens and the first 
earth must pass away. 

In the New Creation all is " of God ". (2 Cor. v. 
18.) The risen Christ is " the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God " {Rev. iii. 14), and all its glorious fabric 
Testa in eternal and immutable security upon the foun- 
dation of accomplished redemption.* 

None but he who has learned of God, whose eyes 
opened and anointed by the Holy Spirit have Tesf«d on 
the glories of the new creation, can understand the 
absolute truth of the oft repeated but lightly esteemed 
words: "There is no new thing under the sun". 
(Ec L ft.) 

To the eye of faith the first creation and all that 
pertains to it Is old, decayed, blighted, corrupted, worn 
out, ready to perish. 

The new fashions, new inventions, new theories, 
new doctrines, after which the world hastens, are but 
old things brought to light — like garments worn by 
ancestors and laid aside but reproduced as novelties. t 

" If any man be in Christ he is a new creature." He 
is "created anew in Christ Jesus." This is no mere 

* This was foreshadowed with peculiar diBtinctneas id the 
strnctare of the Tabernacle in the Wi]dem»8S, the boards of 
irhicb, composiDg the walls of it, rested in " sockets of silver " ; 
and the alrer asedwasthe "atonement money " given by the 
children of Israel, one half shekel for each aonl. (Ex. zxvl. IS ; 
«». 11-16.) 

t Witness the magnificent strnctnrea of ancient Greece and 
Itume, NiDCveh and Babjlon, and the PTramids uf £gTpt, all 
of which give evidence of a knowledge of arts and sciences that 
is not snrpaased if equalled in this hoMtful ISth centoty. 



reformation, no "mere effort of Jitman will j'^it is^Jtha 
work of God the Creator. 

None but He who created the world by His Word 
can regenerate or create anew the spirit of a man. 

Inatramentally it is effected by the Word of GJod. 
The preached Gospel is the means God has appointed, 
biit the preaching of the Gospel is like the sowing ot 
the seed — one may plant and 'another water — the in- 
crease is of God alone. How often the Gospel falls 
unheeded upon a hardened heart — perhaps for yean 
there is no response to the beseechings of grace, then at 
last the Gospel comes, " not in word only but in 
power"; the mighty Quickener puts forth His creative 
energy, the unbelief is overcome, the light enters into 
the darkened heart, faith grasps the faithful word, and 
in the inner recesses of the soul's being there is a kbt 
CEBATiON— " a new man," bom of, God, linked in life 
eternal with Him who at God's right hand is "the 
Beginning of the Creation of God ". 

This " new man " — partaker of the life of Christ — 
is contrasted in Scripture with the "old man" — par- 
taker of the Adam life. 

Both are in existence in the Christian. The " old 
man," otherwiee called " the flesh," lusting with all hia 
natural corruption against the " new man " or " tho 
spirit," and these are contrary the one to the other. 

But the Christian's standing before God la " not in 
the flesh but in the spirit ". God regards him no 
longer as a branch of the corrupt Adam tree but as in 
living union with Christ. 

This " new man " is blessed according to the con- 
ditions of the " New Covenant " not according to the 
old. The blessings of the old covenant were condi- 
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tioned upon obedience to the law. • " Do and live " is 
a divine summaiy of its terms. 

The New Covenant is based upon God's infallible 
and irrevocable " I will ". The " blood of Jesus " is 
the blood of the New and Everlasting Covenant, and 
in virtue of the value of that blood-shedding — that 
unspeakably precious death — God acts in pure free sove- 
reign QRAOE. The doings of the creature are excluded, 
and find no place as a ground of life or righteousness in 
the New Covenant But in saying this let it not be 
supposed that under the New Covenant God is indifferent 
to good works. 

On the contrary, the New Man is " created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them". (Eph. iL 10.) 
Because he is a " new man," a " new creation," and 
standing in the grace of the " New Covenant," there- 
fore is he called to walk in " newness of life ". 

It is not merely that certain parts of his life are 
remodelled after a new pattern, but that his whole life 
proceeds from a new source and enters upon new crea- 
tion existence. '' Old things are passed away ; behold, 
all things are become new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) 

Therefore " as new-bom babes the sincere milk of 
the Word " is their suited food. By it the mind is to 
be renewed. (See Eom. xii. 2.) 

Every thought that pertained to the old corrupt 
mind of the old man is to be cast out, and the thoughts 
of God, as revealed in His Word, are to occupy their 
place and fashion the whole life of the renewed man. 
This will produce a walk " in newness of life " — not a 
mere legal bondage to outward commandments, accord- 
ing to " the oldness of the letter," but according to " the 
newness of the Spirit ". 

A transformation of life that begins outside is not of 
God. It is in His sight mere hypocrisy. God begins 
within. The New Creation work is in the "inner 
man," and from within it extends outward to the active 
life, and finally in resurrection will embrace the body 
also, which will be made like imto the glorious image 
of Christ, after whose likeness the new-bom spirit has 
already been new created. (CoL iiL 10.) 

Then there is the New Song, the song of redemp- 
tion, with which the new creation shall eternally re- 
sound. A song already begun in the heart and on the 
lips of those who are " in Clirist," and therefore already 
ushered into new creation joys. 
And the New Jerusalem — the heavenly city — the 



holy place — the dweUing-place of Qod and of the Lamb, 
and therefore the dwelling-place of the heavenly priestly 
family. Already the citizenship of the redeemed is 
there. (Phil. iii. 20 lit.) The freedom of that city 
has been conferred on them. They are pilgrims and 
strangers here, but there they shall rest from their 
joumeyings and their war&re and be at home with Grod. 
Also upon each of the victor saints will be written 
Christ's own " new name ". (Bev. iii 12.) As the 
vrife immediately upon her marriage assumes her hus- 
band's name, and for ever ceases to be known by her 
own former name, so the saints being united to Christ 
in more than marriage love and nearness and intimacy 
shall for ever be known by His new name. 

And not only so, a secret pledge of love will He 
give : " a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth 
it". (Rev. iL 17.) 

What a thought of love i» this ! A secret kept close 
between Christ and His saints. A name by which 
only He can call them. 

Finally comes the time When He that sitteth on the 
throne shall say : " Behold I make all things new "» 
(Rev. xxi 5.) 

The first heavens and the first earth shall have passed 
away. Righteousness and glory shall find their rest in 
" new heavens and a new earth ". 

All this is the portion secured in covenant grace for 
the new-born babe in Christ. Happy is he who medi- 
tates on these things, whose affections have let go the 
old and embraced the new. 

It is like drinking new wine ; it will exhilarate and 
cheer the new and inner man, and lift the heart above 
the cormpting infiuences of earth. 

In conclusion, a word of warning : " No man having 
dmnk old wine straitway desireth new, for he saith th4 
old is better ". Such is man. Alas ! how often have 
those of whom better has been hoped returned to the 
" old " after having drunk of the " new ". They have 
tasted the new creation joys, but they have returned to 
the old wine, the cigoyments that gratify the carnal mind 
They have gloried in the simplicity of new covenant 
worship and new covenant ordinances, and have gone 
back to forms and ceremonies, to consecrated buildings 
and consecrated priests, to altars and insence, to legalism 
and bondage ; establishing again the " old " which God 
has done away, and destroying the " new " which God 
is establishing. 



1879.] 



THE NORTHERN WFTNESS. 



179 



Beware of drinking " the old wine," it will vitiate 
the taste for the new. The flesh in the believer is mad 
enough, vile enough, still to cry with hellish energy, 
" the old is better " : still to loathe the manna and to 
murmur for the flesh pots of Egypt : still to despise the 
" pleasant land " and " love this present world ". 

" A little while " and every link that binds the saint 
to the old creation will be snapped. It may be ere 
1880 has dawned the Lord shall descend from heaven 
with His joyous shout of triumphant grace, and waft 
His redeemed "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," 
to His heavenly home. His Father's house, where all is 
for ever new. 

May this blessed hope be awakened afresh in the 
hearts of His slumbering saints in all its purifying and 
comforting power. 

J. R C. 



JESU& THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

[Continued.] 



NOW, let us dwell a little on the significance of that 
name — " Bread of Life " — so often used by the 
blaster in His discourse. 

The Son of Grod is set before us in the Word, under 
a great variety of names and titles, in order to make 
known the various aspects of His person, His character 
and His work. These titles may be placed under three 
distinct head^ and profitable it will be for the believer 
to make this his study ; and first, the names that always 
were and always will be His ; as, for instance, " God " 
(Jno. i 1) ; the " I am" (Jno. viii 58) ; « The Alpha 
and the Omega " (Rev. i. 8), and so on ; and secondly, 
those that can only apply to His sojourn here below, 
the little while that He was made '* lower than the 
angels". He was " the Babe " (Lu. ii. 12) ; " the Young 
Child " (see Matt, ii., where it occurs nine times) ; 
" the Nazarene," or " Nazarite " (Matt, ii 23) ; " the 
Carpenter " (Mark vi. 3) ; " the Man of Sorrows " (Isa. 
liiL 3) ; " the Com of Wheat " (Jno. xii. 24), &c. ; 
and thirdly, those names that belong peculiarly to 
Him, as the One who died and rose again. As such 
He is " the first-begotten from the dead " (Col. i. 18) ; 
'* the Last Adam " (1 Cor. xv. 56) ; " the Resurrection 
a^d the Life " (Jno. xi 25) ; " the Forerunner " (Heb. 
vi. 20) ; " the High Priest " (Heb. iii. 1) ; and " the 
Beginning of the Creation of God" (Rev. iii. 14), &c. 

Now it is to this last class that the name '* Bread of 



Life " belongs, it is one of the Lord's resurrection titles ; 
it is His by virtue of His work. He came not to per^ 
petuate the old Adam standing, not to eternize man in 
the flesh, but to put it away as a condemned thing, to 
put it out of sight for ever ; and then to bring man 
into a new standing, a new creation, a new life and 
condition of being altogether ; and this He accom- 
plished by His mighty death and resurrection. 

See how clearly and simply the Master brings this 
grand and glorious truth — yea, this foundation truth — 
into His discourse. Look at verse 51 : " The bread 
that / toill give is my flesh, which / mU give for the 
life of the world ". Do not these words remind us of 
that precious verse in. Jno. x. : "I am the good Shep- 
herd : the good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep,** 
and also of the words that fell from His lips when He 
placed the memorials of His divine love on the passover 
table — " This is my body which is given for you ". 
(Luke xxii 19.) In these verses tho Lord speaks of 
the pouring out of His soul and His life-blood unto 
death, and of giving His life a ransom for many. 

Now look at verse 57 — "• As the living Father hath 
sent me, and I live by reason of (so Alford) the 
Father:" "Hive by reason [of the I^Father." What 
does He mean when He uses. these words? Does He 
mean that, during the little while He sojourned here 
belowj He lived a life of faith in his Father (Heb. ziL 
2) ; that he lived by every word that proceeded out of 
the mouth of Qod (Matt. iv. 4) ; that God was His 
portion. His comfort. His stay. His strength. His all t 
No. This, though all blessedly true indeed (see PsaL 
cxix), is not what the Master is speaking of here. But^ 
having set Jehovah always before His face, and confid- 
ing in His promise that He would not leave His soul 
in hell, nor suffer Him to see corruption, but would 
show Him " the path of life," in the joy and rejoicing 
of His heart He makes known this glorious truth. Yes, 
in these words — " I live because of the Father ; " He 
speaks of His mighty resurrection, of being raised by 
the power of the Father (after He would have accom- 
plished the work He had given Him to do, even to the 
giving up of His flesh), to the life beyond the grave ; 
the life that Is incorruptible and eternal, to that hea- 
venly and glorious condition of being proper to Him- 
self ; to the glory He had with the Father before the 
world was ; to the fulness of joy, and to the never- 
ending pleasures above. 

How delightful, too, to see Him so fully and co&fi- 
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dently expressing His trust in Jehovah. Here, as in 
John xvii 4, He speaks anticipatively. In calm, quiet 
confidence in the perfection of His great work, and in 
full reliance on the promise of His Father, that He 
would raise Him again from the dead. He speaks as if 
His resurrection were an already accomplished fact — 
" I live by reason of the Father ". What a precious 
light it throws on Acts ii. 25-28 : " David speaketh 
concerning Him, / foresaw the Lord always before my 
face, for He is on my right hand, that I should not be 
moved : therefore did my heart rejoice^ and my tongue 
was glad ; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope : 
because Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 
wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou hast m.ade known to me the ways of life ; Thou 
shalt make me full of joy with Thy countenance." 
What an example for us to follow ! Oh ! for grace to 
be ever " looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of faith ; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God ". (Heb. xil 2.) 

But why does this (His resurrection) give Him such 
deep joy i Because the overflowing love of His heart 
can NOW flow out in mighty power ; now He can de- 
clare Himself to be " the Bread of Life " ; now He can 
proclaim, and send others to proclaim, the glad tidings : 
" Jf any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever " ; 
NOW He can bestow eternal life on poor, needy, perish- 
ing sinners ; now His mighty grace and love can, with- 
out let or hindrance, flow out to them that are far off, 
and bring them nigh and bless them with all fulness of 
blessing. Therefore when He says : " As the living 
Father hath sent me, and I live by reason of the 
Father," it is that He might add to this precious truth 
a glorious declaration — " So he that eateth me, he also 
shall live by reason of me", "Being made perfect 
(».e., in resurrection), He became the atdhor of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey Him." (Heb. v. 9.) 

But an important point remains to be considered, 
viz., What are we to understand by eating the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drinking His blood ? That it is 
an important point is clear, for the Master emphatically 
declares, " Except ye eat . , , ye have no life " 
(ver."53). This eating, then, is essential. 

Now we know " that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption " (1 Cor. xv. 50) for " except a man be 
bom again he cannot see the Kingdom of God " ; and 



in John iil the Lord sets before Nicoderaus the neces- 
sity of the new birth ; He tells him that he must be 
brought into a new condition of being, into the new 
creation of God, before he can enter the Kingdom of 
God But in the discourse we are considering the 
Master is telling of something that must take pilace 
prior to this. He is showing that, before man can be 
brought into the new creation, he must be liberated 
from the old one ; that the old Adam standing must 
be put out of sight and out of being, as a condemned 
thing, before the new creation (to which neither sin, 
nor death, nor judgment can pertain) can be brought 
in. But how is this accomplished? By His own 
mighty death. By Him we have been delivered from 
the awful consequences of our old standing and our 
sins ; by Him every claim has been met, every obliga- 
tion discharged ; by Him complete atonement has been 
made ; by His one sacrifice our sins have been for ever 
put away, carried into the land of separation, never to 
be remembered against us again. But He has done more 
than this. He has delivered us from our sinful selves as 
well Our sinful nature ; our old condition of being ; 
our Adam standing has been altogether removed 
How ] Rom. viiL 3, answers the question : — " God by 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." This is clear. 
Look again at Col. it 11, " In whom (i.e., Christ) ye 
were also circumcised with a circumcision not wrought 
with hands, in putting off the body of the flesh in the 
circumcision of Christ," (so Alford). Thus we see that 
our old Adam standing, (called the old man because it 
is of the past), met its condemnation, and its doom in 
the cross of Christ. In His crucifixion, death, and 
burial we see ourselves condemned and executed too ; 
for we were crucified together, (Rom. vi. 6 ; GaL ii. 
20) ; we have died together, (Rom. vi. 7, 8, 11 ; CoL 
iii. 3) ; and we have been buried together, (Rom. vi 4 ; 
CoL iL 12); therefore in the counsels of God, that 
state, as well as all the responsibilities attaching to it, 
has passed away for ever : " Old things are passed away," 
'* henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea 
though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we Him no more," (2 Cor. v. 16, 17). 
This, I conceive, is what we are to understand by eat- 
ing the flesh of the Son of Man, and drinking His 
blood. Not, that by eating we live, or get life, buti 
rather, we are to imderstand from these words, the en- 
tire divestiture of our old condition of being / we are to 
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see it, and know it, as a thing done away with, con- 
sumed, and put out of sight for ever. This, I submit, 
-is what we are to understand by the " bxoept " of John 
vi Now see how beautifully the " ezoeft " of John 
iii. follows — " Except a man be born again he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God." Now, God can righteously, 
and gloriously, bring in an entirely new order of things ; 
and this, too, He accomplishes by Christ, the Son of 
His love. He does not suffer His Holy One to see cor- 
ruption ; He quickens Him again, and raises Him by 
His own Mighty Power fromi the dead. But precious, 
blessed, glorious truth He did not rise alone 11 for all 
believers are " begotten again unto a living hope, by the 
reeurrectitmof Je^us Christ from the dead," (IPet i. 3) ; 
the com of wheat having died, has hAught forth much 
froiL How very beautiful the order of these two 
passages : according to the " except " of John vi. 53, 
we have been crucified, dead, and tmried togethtr j «nd 
according to the " except ' of John iii 3-5, we are 
quickened, raiaed, seated, and glorified together, (Eph. 
ii 5, Eph. ii. 6 ; Eom. viii. 17). All, all accom- 
plished in, and by, and through Christ Blessed ! 
Precious ! Glorious I Salvation ! 
" Together with the Lord ; " 

What borsta of light I see I 

Light, life, and joy are in that word ; 

" As He is ao ore we." 

Together judged and slain ; 

Yea, " dead," as in His grave ; 

But, freed from sin, we rise again. 

And life eternal have I 

" Together with the Lord." 

Nor corse, nor death to see ; 

But " seated," — oh I that glorious word — 

Where " heavenly places " be. 
By and bye, that precious verse already quoted shall 
receive its complet* fulfilment, " As the Living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by reason of the Father : even 
so he that eateth me, he alto shall live by reason of me ;" 
for He " shall descend from heaven with a shout, -with 
the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God ; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first : then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up ti^ether with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air ; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord." Then shall the pur- 
poses of ^ grace and love of God, Father, Son, and 
and Spirit be fully accomplished in us. 
" He and we together entering 
Those bright courts above ; 
He and we together tharing 
AU the FaUier's lov«. 



He and we in that bright glory. 
One deep joy shall share ; 

Ours, to be for ever with Him ; 
His, that we are there. 
One thing more. How the heart of that Blessed 
One must have been grieved hy the conduct of eome of 
His disciples on this occasion. They certainly were His 
disciples, or He could not have said to them : — " Wliat 
then if he should behold the Son of Man ascending up 
where He was before," (ver. 62), for He was seen only 
b]i His own after His resurrection. They were not able 
to receive the precious truths that fell from His lips, 
(Jno. xvi 12, 25), for they said, " This is an hard say- 
ing; who can hear itT i.e., who can listen to it; 
who can stay and hear such sayings as these ; and they 
" went back, and walked no more with Him ;" and ah I 
what a loss was theirs. But is it not precious to fall 
back on that 62nd verse. Do we not see them, after 
the Lord rose from the dead, among the five hundred 
brethren, (1 Cot. xv. 6) and among that little company 
" led out as far as to Bethany," where " He lifted up 
His hands and blessed them," and where " He was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven," (La. 
xxiv. 50, GI), Then they saw " the Son of Man ascend 
up where He was before". How they would have 
grieved over their unbelief then ; how every doubt and 
fear would be scattered to the winds then ; how the 
Master would be justified in all his sayings then. May 
we, dear fellow-belierers, take a lesson from this : may 
we have the grace " to follow Jesus in the way," even 
when we do not understand TTig words, and His sayings. 
But others cleave to Him : for them, Peter answered, 
when he said, in reply to the Lord's question, " Will 
ye also go away I" " Lord, to whom shall we go t 
Thou hast the words of eternal Hfe. And we believe 
and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
Living God." Indeed his words go to show that neither 
did he undeistand the deep things he had heard ; but, 
like Martha, when she understood not what the Master 
meant, (see Jno. zi 25-27), he confessed that Jeaus was 
Hie Chnst, and thai vKtsewi^hing, (1 John v. 1), Ohl 
to take Him thus ; to trust Him where we do not 
understand Him ; to know that eeerything He doeth 
must he well, everything he sayeth must he right. Then, 
by and bye, when He comes all will be plain and clear ; 
He will be justified in all His doings, and in all His 
sayings. We shall see Him as He is ; we shall be lik« 
Him ; and ws shall know even at we are known. 
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OHUBOH GOVERNMENT. ' 



AT a recent very large meeting of Christians one of 
the speakers expressed the following thought : — 

" Substitute church government for meats and drinks 
in the 14th of Eomans and you arrive at the same 
thing in principle." 

But there is this difference between what is called 
" Church Government " and " meats and drinks " ; 
God has plainly reveded His will concerning the order 
of His house, but concerning meats and drinks He has 
•poken on this wise " But meat commendeth us not to 
Grod : for neither if we eat are we the better ; neither 
if we eat not are we the worse ". 

" Church Government " is a term popularly given to 
all that department of divine truth which concerns the 
order, discipline, ordinances, ministry, and worship of 
the Church of God. 

It has been in some one or other of its many and 
vastly important branches, the subject of conflict 
amongst all the sects of Christendom since the days of 
the Apostles. 

The utmost ingenuity of Satan has been exercised to 
" darken counsel " ; to obscure the truth ; to set at 
variance the minds of the children of God ; to hinder 
by opposition and to deceive by counterfeit at every 
point of this department of God's revealed will. So 
hopeless is the confusion thus wrought that many true 
children of God see no resource whatever, no basis 
whereon to found Christian union, except the ignoring 
of such subjects entirely. Each one is thus to be left 
as in the matter of meats and drinks, or the observance 
of days, &c., to be " fully persuaded in his own mind " 
to do '* that which is right in his own eyes " and leave 
others free to do the same. The most opposite and 
contradictory judgments are not only to be tolerated 
but respected ; so long as they do not appear to subvert 
t?ie Oospd or what are commonly held to be funda- 
mental or essential doctrines. 

Christians are thus left in the position of " agreeing 
to differ," and the circle of divine truth legarding 
which they are actually " of one mind " is reduced to 
the smallest possible compass. 

It is very far from the purpose of the present paper 
to depreciate those cardinal truths wherein all who are 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus are 
absolutely at one. Well were it for the souls of all 
believen if these were greatly more the theme of heart 



meditation and mutual intercourse as well as of public 
ministry. 

A more thorough apprehension of foundation truth 
would doubtless clear the way immensely for the 
reception of the mind of God upon other subjecte. 

For truth is one ; it is a great unity of which Christ 
the Truth, is the centre. All truth is connected with, 
and radiates from Christ, even as every line of truth 
leads to and converges in Him as its wondrous focua 

And hence the difficulty of using aright such terms 
as "essential" and "non-essential". Who would 
apply these to the members of the human bodyt 
Some parts are indeed acknowledged to be vital and 
others not, but so closely is it knit together and 
intertwined that the rending of some of the least 
vital members often produces fatal results. 

Is it not the case, that the very terms " essential " 
and " non-essential " betray a mind occupied with the 
need of the creature rather than the glory of the 
Creator ? Too often the " esaential " is that only which 
concerns man's salvation from hell; whilst infinite 
fields of truth owing to ignorance of which God's name 
is dishonoured, His Spirit grieved, His church 
divided. His saints defiled and the world deluded, are 
complacently set aside as " non-essentials ". 

But how different is the manner in which the Lord 
Jesus spoke of the revealed wiU of God. He indeed 
acknowledges that there are " the weightier matters of 
the law" — but instead of ignoring the lesser duties 
He thus beautifully conserves the whole " these ought 
ye to have done and not to leave the other undone ". 
(Mat. xxiiL 23.) 

Again " whosoever shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven". (Mat v. 19.) 
Again, " Teaching them to observe all thinQs whatso- 
ever I have commanded you ". (Mat. xxviiL 20.) 

And following the instructions of Hi« Master the 
Apostle shunned not to declare "all the counsel of 
God" — "Kept back nothing that was profitable''. 
(Acts XX. 20. 27.) 

He foretold that the time would come when men 
" would not endure sound doctrine " — that is liteially 
"whole doctrine". Men would endure parts of tho 
truth, they would tolerate the ministry of sofiie 
doctrines but others they would not consent to. 
Hence the result "they will hoq) to themselTes 
teachers "-^those who would preach ' to please th« 
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hearers instead of preaching the Word of God sound 
and whole. 

And this is the tme and literal meaning of a 
** heretic " or a " sectarian man " — " one who chooses ". 
Instead of allowing all the truth of God to have due 
"weight with him he chooses certain parts of the truth 
and rejects others. Hence the doctrines he has made 
choice of become his "hobby " — ^he soon gathers around 
him those who choose like himself. Self-will is the 
motive power and sectarianism is the result That 
which began in the choosing of some particular truth 
to the ignoring of other truths, soon develops into 
positive error. The balance of the truth not having 
been maintained shipwreck is the residt. 

One of the most plausible, most specious, most 
apparently spiritual, and most popular of modem 
compromises is that which consents to ignore " Church 
Grovemment " and casts it out as a " bone of contention" 
to the refuse heap of " non-essentials ". 

Yet so it is — that the very line of truth thus set 
aside is specially guarded in Scripture and set forth as 
of the very highest importance. For it is in connexion 
with the divine ordering of ministry in the assembly 
that the words occur — " K any man think himself to 
be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things that I write unto you are the eommandmerUs of 
the Lord. But if any man be ignorant, let him be 
ignorant". (1 Cor. xiv. 37, 38.) From this passage 
two deductions can be legitimately drawn. 1st, That 
what the Apostle Paul wrote in 1st epistle to Corinth- 
ians concerning the order of God's ^Assembly or (to use 
the popular term) " Church Government," is to be 
regarded as the revealed will of the Lord Jesus Christ 
2nd, That to be in ignorance is culpable, and he who 
disregards the Apostolic injimctions is carnal notwith- 
standing apparent spirituality. 

Moses was Jehovah's servant and entrusted by God 
with every detail of the construction and ordering of 
His dwelling place and service under the old covenant 
To depart from the revealed will of Grod through Moses 
was heinous sin. (See Heb. viiL 6. Lev, x. 1-2, &a) 
Even if done in ignorance— still it was sin (See Lev. v. 
17.) — for it was a sin to be ignorant of that which God 
had spoken. 

But in the ordering of the New Covenant Mose^ 
the servant is set aside and Chkist takes the place of 
authority as a Sow over His Own Housb (Heb. iii 6). 

Whether the Commandments be from the lips Jl 



Jesus — as in Mat xviii. 15, John xv. 17, &c., or by 
the pens of His Apostles — the authority is the same. 
It is absolutely and without controversy the legislation 
of the Lord for His gathered saints. 

Human devices, expediency, self-will are therefore 
excluded upon every point concerning which Ood has 
spoken. 

To own Him to be Lord in His own House is 
spirituality ; to set aside His authority and to be sub- 
ject to '' the doctrines and commandments of men " is 
carnality and confusion. 

Every revival under the Old Testament was essen- 
tially a returning to the law of Moses, and that simply 
implied the acknowledgement of the Lord-ship of 
Jehovah. And what is revival under the New Cove- 
nant ? Is it not a return to the written Word of God; 
a return to Apostolic doctrine ; a return to the acknow- 
ledgment of the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ 

And now let the question be asked. Which is 
sectarianism 1 Earnestly to contend for the will of the 
Lord Jesus being carried out in every department of 
the believer's life — ^in the world, in the family, in the 
assembly ; or to maintain that the will of the Lord 
Jesus, though important in the Christian's walk in. the 
world and important in his family life, is not to be 
contended for in the assembly, but to be treats as 
'' non-essential " and placed upon a similar footing to 
*' meats and drinks " . 

Alas, that such a compromise should find favour 
amongst the children of God ! How can saints even 
aim at being *' perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment," if the mind and 
judgment of Christ be not the only acknowledged 
rule, the sole afid ultimate appeal f 

J* S-a C 



BEDEICPTION. 



REDEMPTION is God's principle in this world. 
Creation was for redemption, and not redemption 
for creation, because in council the Lamb offered Him- 
self before the world was (Psalm xL, Heb. x.), and the 
saints'were chosen in Christ "before the foundation of the 
world" (Eph. L), and in the garden of Eden itself before 
the transgression, in the sleeping man and the woman 
taken out of his side, there was the type of redemption, 
or life drawn out of death (Gen. iL), and the motnent 
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sin entered the secret of redemption was published. 
(Gen. iii) 

But beside all this Lev. xxv., which is the special 
scripture upon redemption, shows us that redemp- 
tion, as I have observed, was God's principle: for 
there we are taught that neither the people nor the 
land could be sold for ever, but always subject to re- 
demption, or, as we say, by mortgage; and if the Israelite 
had no kinsman able or willing to redeem him, or his 
land, the Lord would redeem both in the 50th year, or 
year of jubilee. 

Thus it is clear that redemption is God's prin- 
ciple. But what does it imply 1 The paying of a 
price — a full price — for the thing or person sold. 
The purchaser of an Israelite or of his possession was 
to have the full money weighed out to him ere he could 
be required to restore the man or his land to the kins- 
man. The scripture shows, in like manner, that our 
glorious kinsman, the Lord of heaven and earth, mani- 
fest in the iiesh, has, by Himself, paid the full price of 
our redemption — paid the debt that lay upon us and 
our inheritance. In the balances of the throne of God 
(where righteousness was seated) the price was weighed 
with the nicest hand, that no wrong might be done to 
any one, through man's having sold himself and all 
that he had by his sin. And thus Scripture calls Jesus 
a Redeemer, in the sense of this glorious chapter on 
redemption. (Lev. xxv.) He visited and redeemed 
His people, and the price that He paid was His own 
blood, or Himself. "He gave Himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time ;" by His blood, " having 
obtained eternal redemption for us ;" the " redemption 
of \hQ purchased possession;" "Thou was slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood" — and many 
such passages. The scales of the throne of God tested 
the weight of this price before it was paid. They had 
before tried the weight of the blood of bulls and of 
goats, but they found all such blood to be light and 
insufficient. But when the blood of God's own Lamb 
—God's divine Son — was put into the balance, which 
was held in the hand of Him who sat on the throne, 
who judges rightly, the balance stood, the will of God, 
the great creditor, was satisfied, and by the satisfying 
of that will we are sanctified (Heb. x.) By the pay- 
ment of that price, our persons and lands are repurchased 
by our glorious Redeemer and kinsman. I do confess 
that to touch this doctrine of repurchase or redemption 
Appears to me to touch the direst thought in the mind 



of God ; for it is, as Lev. xxv. blessedly shows, as I 
have said, His own principle. And why is it so dear 
to Him 1 Because it glorifies His love, that is Himself, 
above everything, for it shows us a way of self-sacrifice 
in God, that though this ransom — this price of redemp- 
tion — demanded the Son from the bosom — ^the laaao — 
yet the Isaac was delivered. 

And what comfort to the conscience to know that 
the full price has been paid I What comfort to a 
poor redeemed Israelite it must have been to know 
that his creditor, to whom he had sold himself, 
had been paid the tdtermost farthing of his demand 
by his generous kinsman. The heart gets comfort 
from knowing that God's love was gratifying itself 
in the work of our redemption, but the conscience 
gets ease from knowing that God's righteousness has 
been honoured and secured— that the demand of HIb 
throne has been fully answered. 

And I judge that this scripture enables na to 
understand how the blood of Jesus is equal to ac- 
complish this great end of paying the ransom or 
redemption money : for the original condition was 
this — life must go for sin, "In the day thou 
eatest thou shalt die." Adam ate, Jesus died or gave 
up His life, and He had life to give up. No other 
on earth had life ; for sin^ the principle of death, was 
tainting everything. All other blood carried with it 
the savour of death, but the blood of Jesus was the 
blood of a living one, and this was equal to meet the 
penalty of sin; and when given, was thus the full price 
for the redemption of all who could trust it and plead 
it — for life had now gone for sin, Jesus was not debtor 
to sin or to death, for He was entitled to life ; but yet 
for us He consented to die unto sin (Rom. vL), to own 
the claims of death and sin, and thus has He fully and 
meritoriously discharged it He died unto sin — that is, 
He met the penalty. The blood was the life, and was 
rescued for God. It was a thing forfeited or given 
back to God, because of sin; but Grod laid it up or 
found it in Jesus, and in Him gave it to, sinners for 
atonement. (Lev. xvii.) In this way, again, we see 
the blood to be as heavy as the penalty of sin, for death 
has been endured, life has gone for sin, and that was 
the original condition. And again, the Lord had said 
"the soul that sins shall be a curse;** but the same 
Lord says, " the man that hangs on a tree shall be a 
ewrse,** Thus, in another shape, we see the price equal 
to the debt in the veiy reckoning of Him who iJone 
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can take the account — that is, the Lord God Himself 
(Deut. XXL, xxvii., GaL iii.), and it is most comforting 
to see the unbending severity of righteousness in this 
matter. It wUl be satisfied. 

The patriarchal law (Gen ix. 5), the national law of 
Israel (Exodus xxi 23), the law of shadows or ordi- 
nances (Numbers xxxv. 33), all show this. The pay- 
ment mitst be eqtuil to the debt — the ransom to the 
penalty or forfeiture — and our comfort, as sinners, 
comes from this, seeing that the full demands of the 
righteous one had been honoured before pardon and 
peace are preached to us — ere the boundless love of 
God would give itself to our hearts to rest, refresh, and 
gladden us for ever. And that blood which, as the 
victim, Jesus once shed for sin (Heb. ix. 26), as medi- 
ator he pleads always for transgression (Heb. ix. 15), 
for it is the redemption of the one as of the other — the 
price of full remission. 

The same Jesus has entered by the same blood as 
forerunner into heaven, and is there getting all ready for 
us (Heb. ix. 23, 24), the very presence chamber, and all 
the heavenly things or places that are there, making 
them approachable to sinners. And the adequacy of 
this for our redemption is further and variously wit- 
nessed to us. I would now exhibit such testimonies. 
First, before the world began, it was fixed on as such a 
price in the covenant. Its sufficiency was even then 
recorded in the volume of the Book (Psalm xl., Heb. x.) 
Second, from the beginning of the world it was pleaded 
as such price, whether shed on the altars of the wor- 
shippers or put on the lintels of the houses of the 
redeemed (Gen. iii., viii., Exodus xii.), and as such 
price it was owned of God. Third, at the end of the 
world it was offered on Calvary, and then, in the 
rendering of the vail, God publicly owned (as before, 
in the volume of the Book, He had secretly or in 
counsel owned) this value of the blood as the ransom 
or price of redemption. Fourth, and now it is preached 
by the Holy Ghost, in the Gospel, as sufficient for 
the remission of sins (Heb. x., xiii) Fifth, finally, 
through eternity its simple value is to be our praise. God 
delighted to own it in time. He was glorified in this well 
settled purchase. His love was gratified also. The 
heart, as led by the Scripture, may indulge itself in all 
these thoughts and blessed assurances. But I speak 
now only of the value that the soul finds in looking at 
the blood of Jesus, as the money or price paid down for 
our SAHflom — the conscience gets its desire from that 



fully answered. As such price, I again observe, the 
blood is to be trusted ; and, as such price, it is called 
"the blood of the everlasting covenant," being the 
consideration — the full, adequate, well ascertained, and 
settled consideration — on which the covenant stands, 
which ratifies it, therefore which gives it its character 
of being at once a holy^ and yet gracious covenant — a 
ovenant preserving the holy rights or righteousness of 
God, and yet providing abundant grace for sinners, 
"This is the new covenant in my blood;" no other 
blood would do— that of bulls and goats had been tried 
under the law, but it was light and inadequate. And 
let me add, that no thoughts of God^s love are to inter- 
fere with the demands of His righteousness. Those 
demands must be answered, as, indeed, they have been 
in the redemption of sinners, by the blood of Jesus. 
God's love, it is true, is without measure, but that love 

is not a mere emotion — a mere sentiment, that can 
exercise itself as it will. It is rather that which, at an 
unutterable cost, provided redemption for the guilty — 
a righteous ransom for sinnei:s. Love in God was that 
which sat down and counted the cost of making sinners 
its object. If we think of love, without believing the 
provision it made for the demands of righteousness, we 
are dealing with a sentiment of our own, and not with 
the blessed revelation of God. And, let me further 
add, that redemption is the most ancient truth, as well 
as the most blessed. Creation was for redemption, and 
not redemption for creation. It was the first doctrine 
revealed after the fall : the word to the serpent revealed 
it before that to the man, or the woman had declared 
the present penalties of sin. This I have already 
shown; but as this doctrine thus opens the Book of 
God, so does it dose it, for the revelation by St John 
is the redemption of the inheritance and the sealing of 
the redeemed in it; and as it was God's counsel before 
the world, so will it be His praise (see the fifth chap, 
of Rev.) after the world, and for ever and ever. 

J. G. B. 



FRUITFUL PBEAOHINa 

TO YOUNG EVANGELISTS. 



WILL my younger brethren allow an almost aged 
evangelist to give them a little of his experience 
as an encouragement and also as warning ? 

First, let me earnestly urge young workers to labour 
full of hope; be slow to believe those who will tell you 
that, perhaps, there is no fruit, and God means, per- 
haps, no fruit. It is quite true we cannot elect our 
hearers ; we cannot choose any individual persons and 
say " they shall be converted" ; and it is quite trae 
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that the fruit often bears no proportion to the crowds 
of hearers. I can once remember the crowds so great in 
M— — that the minister of the church toldme he could 
not even get down the street, much less into the build- 
ing, and yet conversions were very few indeed there, 
although the work was prolonged ; yet even that place 
was not altogether fruitless, although, perhaps, the 
the most fruitless place I ever remember in the course 
of almost a quarter of a century of preaching. 

My experience is that fruit abounds beyond what 
appears. Visit the same place years afterwards, and 
you will always find that more cases than you knew of 
appeared afterwards. 

I presume that you preach in faith^ and in simplicity^ 
and prayerfully. If you preach only as a mere matter 
of duty, or to increase a particular section of the Church, 
or with the view of opposing others only, or for similar 
reasons, of course the unction of the Holy Ghost you 
will not have in power ; or if you are living wilfully in 
transgression and have a conscience not void of offence, 
the result wiU be darkness not Hght. The Holy Ghost 
cannot honour evil and error. 

But if your eye is endeavouring to be single, and you 
are really loving your Lord, and longing to see His glory 
and grace, and loving " all saints," and with true love 
to poor, dark souls, fear not, you wiU see fruit sooner 
or later, and your fruit, according to Christ's promise, 
" shall remain ". 

How cheering that Word must have been to the early 
disciples when they saw one thousand Jews converted 
in one day. "Shall they so continue ]" would be their 
question ; " can we expect all to remain ? *' Yes, we 
have His own Word, fear not," one would answer. 

I remember, in 1857, asking the Lord that at every 
meeting in a certain locality one or two souls might be 
converted. I left the locality after months of labour, 
and knew of only ten or twelve decided cases, but on 
returning to the same place the following summer, and 
visiting the houses personally, I saw God had granted 
toy prayer, and two at least had been given at every 
meeting. 

I could multiply examples of the same kind unknown 
cases always appear to turn up afterwards. Leave the 
Lord to carry the Word. Do not found too much on 
ostensible cases. Some apparently hopeful conversions 
prove to be only awakenings, and end in failure. Trust 
the Lord as you scatter the seed, trust not to appear- 
ance^ and do not count conversions by sigi^ of weep- 



ing or rapid profession of faith. Trust the Lord, 
Discourage no anxious one, encourage such, but do not 
count up such cases, wait, and watch, and pray, lest 
you should count your own converts and not God's 
converted ones. 

n you see no appearances of fruit, do not weary, or 
you will not reap ; go on as hopefully and boldly as if 
you saw much fruit ; leave the seed with the Lord, and 
remember that although the snow and frost cover the 
fine wheat seed, yet the farmer smiles pleasantly over 
his field, and expects a good crop yet 

Lack of faith and hope are at the root of almost all 
fruitless work ; the canker is faithlessness and hopeless- 
ness. Is it God's own seed, the pure Word of Godi 
Has God given His Word to youl Have you scattered 
it? And now are you cast down because frost and 
snow appear, and the seed is out of your sight \ 

Remember Madagascar. Seed sown, missionaries all 
gone, frost and snow, peril and persecution abroad, no 
sign of life ; but spring returns, the doors are opened, 
lo ! the seed is all alive, hundreds of living (Mies are 
rising up to praise the Lord. 

Remember £l^*ah, and God's thousands still left to « 
Him. Was that a solitary instance of many saints left , 
N'ay, I believe it was an ordinary one after a great 
work 

Consider Hezekiah. His own father was an idolater, 
made even Hezekiah, we believe to '' pass through the 
fire " in the service of an idol. Tet when Hezekiah 
began his glorious work, when he lifted the banner and i 
invited all to God's one holy altar, see how many hearts 
in Judah burned to serve the Lord. 

Was a true prophet or a true priest, who presented 
the typical lamb, ever altogether fruitless? Nskt 
depend upon it. Fruitless it may be even during his 
life, but it matters not whether fruit comes late or eaily; ! 
it matters not whether it be during our lives or after \ 
our departure. Job, perhaps, saw few ripe apples &11 
in his own day, but he is gathering fruit still. John 
Bunyan saw little fruit when he was imprisoned for 
years, but Satan cannot boast over the poor pretcbeL 
Bunyan is reaping fruit still, and will reap as kng 
perhaps, as the earth remains. 

Scatter the seed^ yoimg evangelists, and leave it with 
God; depend upon it thou shalt reap a blessing instantiyt 
and thou shalt reap fruit after many days. Cast thj 
bread upon the waters and take the pronuse. 

-. Q. F. 
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HUMILITY. 

John xiii. 12-17. 



THE verses which precede these, from 6th to 11th, 
contain thp incidental teaching of Jesus concern- 
ing the washing of the feet, and of the whole body. 
These teachings, though pre-arranged of Grod, were 
incidentally brought out by Peter's words, " Lord, dost 
thou wash my feet]" Much of the teaching of our 
Lord has this incidental character. For, as His ear was 
always open to hear, so His Father's teachings and 
words were by the Spirit always coming frosh to him. 
— Is., 1.4. 

But, the teaching in verses 12-17 is the direct teach- 
ing of the passage — that which He had Himself guided, 
and which he had washed the disciples' feet, that He 
might teach them. As He says, "Know ye what I 
have done to you 1 If I, then your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet ". The washing of the feet literally was 
there: often a much-needed thing, for it was a hot 
climate, and they walked in sandals. It was an act of 
hospitality (Luke vii. 44), and it was performed by a 
menial with a basin of water and a towel. And Jesus 
says, " If I, then, your Lord and Master, have so acted, 
ye also ought to act thus one to another ". 

In His kingdom the rules are different from those of 
all other kingdoms : so much so, that trying to exalt 
one's self is only going down in His sight, and going 
down into the low place is really going up in His sight. 
" O Lord, open thou mine eyes." See Matthew xviii. 
4; XX. 20-28. As going up is a great thing in the 
world, so coming down is a great thing in the Church. 
The coming down of Emmanuel can only be measured 
by God. It was infinite. PhiL ii 5-8. The high- 
est point was equality with God. The lowest the 

CI088. 

If I want to be like Jesus, I must come down. 
When a Christian forgets what he was, yea, what he 
is as regards his flesh, and becomes conceited and 
proud, he is only like a beggar on horseback, or a man 
walking on stilts, uncomfortable and unsafe ; and when 
he falls into sin, as he is pretty sure to do, he cannot 
rise till he takes off his stilts. 

If Jesus, their Lord and Teacher, washed their feet, 
they surely ought to wash one another's feet : and the 
instruction to us evidently is that we are called to be 
the servants to each other ; that we are responsible to 
the Lord that our words and ways should be such as to 



help, and not to hinder, our fellow-Christians — in 
holiness and love, esteeming them better than our- 
selves j taking our place at their feet ; seeking to raise 
them up if fallen ; to urge them on to glory, and to 
help them onward through this dark and dirty world. 

There is in the Word sometimes a general address to 
all who read or hear it ; there is also a particular appli- 
cation of it to us individually by the Holy Spirit. 
Then it is quick and powerful. It is said of the 
Apostle Paul, when the Lord spake to him as he went 
to Damascus, that the men who went with him heard a 
voice, but saw no man. It is also said, " They heard 
not the voice of Him that spake to me". Acts, ix. 7 ; 
xxii. 9. 

If we want power to follow Jesus, we must hear 
Him speaking in our hearts ; the word must come to us 
individually. 

If I am rich, if all things are mine in Christ, then 
surely I should help my poor brother. 

If the Lord bears my burdens, then I should bear 
my brother's burden. Gal. vi 2. If the Lord lifts 
up my weak hands, then I should also lift up my 
brother's weak hands. Is. xxxv. 3. 

As Jesus surrendered all for me, and sought always 
to please the Father and serve His disciples, so we 
should seek always to please Him who served ns well 
at Calvary, and still is, although our Lord, our servant 
in Heaven (Heb. iv. 14-16; Rom. viiL 34), and 
should serve his people on earth Oh, what an honour 
to be the lowest shoeblack or charwoman for Qod!s 
kings and priests ! 

And really the teaching of Jesus means this. If ye 
love me, do this for me. 

But, blessed Master, no one does this now ! And if 
I begin to act so, all will stare at me : and. Lord look 
at William, and John, and Mary, they do not act thus j 
and what shall they do. Lord ? " Follow thou Me ! ' 
Has the word come recdly to you ? Then act on it* 

Oh, let us be greatly afraid of becoming big talkers 
and low walkers, destitute of practical love — which is 
the only love Jesus acknowledges. 

Ah, what is the use of big tjdk and low walk but to 
grieve the Holy Spirit, hinder God's children, and be 
stumbling blocks to the world. 

We should covet and seek knowledge. Some one 
has said that heat without Hght is like the fire of helL 
But right knowledge is light, and leads to Jesus. John, 
v. 39; 2 Peter, iH la 



THE NOBTHSBN WITNESS. 



[18W. 



Without that I had rather be as ignorant as the poor 
boy who had just trusted in Jeaus, aad being aeked, 
why he loved Jeaus, put his head down on the table 
and wept, and said, "Coz they killed Him". 

Neither must knowledge end in feelings and 
emotions ; for Jesas said, " If a man love Me, he will 
keep My words," John ziv^ 23. 

Yes, He died for us to redeem ua from all iniquity, 
and to purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works ; bat self-righteous works are bad works. 

Besides, brother, you are not greater than your Lord. 
The servant ia not greater than his master. And if you 
do not get into this place of lowly love and service, 
then you are taking a place higher than your Lord. 
Oh, think of that ! A proud servant of a lowly Master 
and Lord ! Worshipping Jesus as our Lord, and then 
taking a place above him ! 

Is there any one whose heart bums thus to imitate 
Jesus 1 See, here is a word for you especially. 

If ye know these things happy are ye if ye do them. 
Ob. cry to (rod for grace to act thus, and he will fulfil 
the promise in your heart, and fill you with the finest 
of the wheat. Truly your fellowship shall be with the 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. Waiting for 
Jeaus, you shall return and come to Zion with songs. 

Dear Brethren, it actually is the Lord's will that we 
should, each of us, be found taking the lowest place, 
and if we knew our own sin and shame, and daily, 
hourly needs, and our obligations to Him, we shall 
find DUiselvea in it. But it is also Hjb will that we 
should imitate Him in lowly, loving service to His 
members. It is, indeed. This thing haa vanished 
almost from the world, yet still it is His will. He 
knocks by His word. (Rev. iii. 20.) When the Word 
cornea home to the heart, that ia a double knock. 
When it ia accompanied with warning that is a danger 
signal. (Bev. ii.5iiii. 15-19.) In Eli's case, the Lord 
at last gave such an awful ring in his heart that he 
never apoke again. 

Brethren, brethren, we are in a drowsy world. Let 
us awake to righteousness, for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. Oh, let us be real ! 

J. P. 



W0BLDLINE88. 

"Ye »dultererB and adulterawM, know ye not that the friend- 
■hip of tha world is eninity with God 1 Who«o«v«r therafote 
will be* friend of the world, u the enemjof God." — (Ju. iv. 4.) 

THE great object of Satan in the present day, and 
that for which be is putting forth every efi'ort, is 
to combine the profession of the highest and most sepa- 
rating truths with worldliness. How fat has he suc- 
ceeded in this } is a solemn question. 



It cannot be denied that Christians around as rightly 
look for a marJeed unaorldlinete in those who boast in 
high truth, and profess great bve for ChrisL Do Uiqr 
find it I 

Let those who tamper with a crucified world (GaL iv.) 
beware f The only thing that can save the wondrous 
truth we hold from being despised and trodden under foot 
is, that the witneaaes to it should be manifeetJy "not d 
the world " even as Christ. 

It is alike painful and needless to call attention to the 
displays of dress, eta, at many of our meetings. They 
are but straws that indicate the direction of the wind, 
and sad as it is to see the fashion of the world at the 
table of the Lord, it is but an index to a still sadder 
atate of heart that can thus betray Us Master. 

To he oceupied with evil is, however, no way of tat- 
resting it. Occupation with and devotion to Christ can 
alone produce true unworldliness of heart ; otherwise 
one evil ia only replaced by another, and a self-aatisfao- 
tion dwells securely beneath an austere demeanour and a 
serge dress that is equally as contrary to the Spirit of 
Christ OS a display of silk and satin. 

If Christ be the motive, all will be right, but self is 
as far from Him as the world. He wanta neither con- 
vents nor monasteries, bat widowed hearts that mourn 
an absent Lord, and who are kept from the danger of 
the most attractive scenes, and from the love (^ the 
world or the things that are in it, by tha ever-present 
thought, " He is not here." 



FAITH. 



ABELIEVIN'G mind is the happy mind, and tt 
is the obedient mind also, and the God glori- 
fying mind. It is the thankful and the worshipping 
mind ; the mind too that keeps the saint the most in 
readiness for service, and in separation from pollutioiia 
We may be watchful and it is right ; we may be self- 
judging and it is right ; we may be careful to observe 
the rule of righteousness in all that we do, and it is 
right ; but withal to hold the heart up in the light of 
the favour of God, by the exercise of a simple child- 
like believii^ mind, this is what glorifies Him, this is 
what answers His gmce, this is what above all piov«s 
itself grateful to Him with Whom we have to do. 
'We have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand '. It is not attainment, it is not services or dutin 
which entitle us to take that journey that givee &• 
soul entrance into that wealthy place of the divine 
favour. ' By faith we have access into tliia gnc« 
whervin we atand.' " — An Extraet. 
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WORSHIP. 



John xii. 1-11. — Extract. 
sit at His feet and hear His word (Luke x. 39) 
vas not her purpose now, blessed as that was in 
)per place. She came not to moke her requests 
i to Him; though the time was, when, in deepest 
ssion to His will, she had fallen at His feet, 
, " Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
)t died " (John xL 32). To pour out her suppli- 
} to Him, as her only resource, was not now her 
it, for her brother was seated at the table. She 
Lot to meet the saints, though precious saints were 
for it says, '* Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
izarus " (John xi. 5.) Fellowship with them was 
I likewise, and, doubtless, of frequent occurence ; 
ilowship was not her object now. She came, not 
;he weariness and toil of a week's battling with 
3rld to be] refreshed from Him, though, surely 
iQ every saint, had learnt the trials of the wilder- 
and none more than she, probably, knew the 
I springs of refreshment that were in Him. But 
ne, and that, too, at the moment when the world 
^pressing its deepest hatred of Him, to pour out 
he long had treasured up {v, 7) that which 
ost valuable to her, all she had upon earth, 
the One whose love had made her heart cap- 
jid absorbed her affections. She thought not 
ion the leper — she passed the disciples by — ^her 
r and her sister in the flesh and in the Lord 
d not her attention then — "Jesus only" Med 
il — her eye was on Him — her heart beat true to 
-her hands and feet were subservient to her eye 

her heart, as she " anointed the feet of Jesus, 
ped His feet with her hair ". 
ration, homage, worship, blessing, was her one 
t, and that in honour of the One who was " all 
" to her; and surely such worship was most 
ing to Him. 

unspiritual (v, 4) might murmur, but He upheld 
se, and showed how He could appreciate and value 
,tef ul tribute of a heart that knew His worth and 
Lsness, and could not be silent as to it. A lasting 

is preserved of what worship really is by the 
bo accepted it, and of the one who rendered it. 

now, dear reader, is this your mode of worship, 
^ou on the Lord's day go to hear a sermon, say 
rayers, meet the saints, or be refreshed after your 
^s toil ? Oh ! if every eye were on the Lord 



alone, if every heart were true to Him; if we were each 
determined to see " no man . . save Jesus only," 
what full praise there would be ! Not with alabaster 
boxes now, but our bodies filled with the Holy Ghost — 
a stream of thanksgiving of worship of the highest 
character would ascend in honour of the blessed One 
that now adorns the glory as He once adorned the 
earth. Be it ours thus to worship the Father and 
Jesus our Lord in Spirit and in truth. Amen. 



THE LOVE OF JESUS TO A SIOK ONE. 



<< 



HOW full of pain that aching brow. 
But I the Lord am near mee now ; 
No other hand can give release, 
No other love can whisper peace, 
No other heart thy griefs can bear, 
Then let me, loved one, take thy care. 
Thy way is all marked out by me 
From purposes of love to thee — 
A way of suffering it is true, 
But nothing else would do for you ; 
I know if you would love me much 
My plan of training must be such ; 
The deeper sorrows which I send 
Bring sweeter blessings in the end : 
The child of my peculiar love 
May weep on earth, shall sing above. 
Now lean thy head upon my breast, 
Thou weary one, I'll give thee rest : 
I feel thy sighs, I see thy fears, 
I know thy wish, I note thy tears ; 
Nothing can ever thee befedl 
Without my knowing, ordering alL 
Only this love I seek in thee. 
This wish — * Thy will be done in me.* " 



PRATER. 

HAST thou within a care so deep, 
It chases from thine eyelids sleep, 
To thy Redeemer take that care, 
And change anxiety to prayer. 

Hast thou a hope with which thy heart 
Would feel it almost death to part^ 
Entreat thy God that hope to crown. 
Or give the strength to lay it down. 

Hast thou a friend whose image dear 
May prove an idol worshipped here ; 
Implore thy God that naught may be 
A uiadow between heaven and thee. 

Whate'er the care that breaks thy rest, 
Whatever the wish that swells thy breast. 
Spread before God that wish and care. 
And change anxiety to prayer. 
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THE PIEBOmaS OF A SWORD. 

Paov. xii, 18. 



« 



ff 



E that utitereth a slander is a fool." So once the 
Spirit of truth spoke by the pen of Solomon, 
and yet how many in our day use their redeemed lips 
freely in the service of Satan, yielding to him as a 
" scourge" (Job v. 21) that which God has chosen to 
be as "choice silver" (Pro v. x. 21) in its purity; as 
"honey and milk" (Can. iv. 11) for sweetness and 
sustenance; and as a " well of life" (Prov. x. 11) in 
its refreshing power. How many practically say to 
God, "our lips are our own, who is lord over us "1 How 
many whose feet and hands are used much in the 
blessed service of the Master forget that it cost Him 
the same anguish, the same tears and blood, to redeem 
every member of their bodies to Himself, that we are 
henceforth no longer our own to think or speak of our- 
selves, but the temple of the Holy Ghost. How awful 
then to speak in His holy hearing words which he 
must condemn. Let us remember what we do, taking 
back from the aljiar a part of the sacridce (Rom. xiL 1) 
which love like His should bind there with everlasting 
cords, grieving the heart that once was broken for us 
by our thoughtlessness and our sin. 

But [perhaps we never meant to wound Him. We 
had only forgotten that the saints against whom we 
were speaking were the members of His body and 
the purchase of His blood. We were singing, it 
may be, hymns of praise a little before, and we never 
thought how keenly we were wounding Him in 
the tenderest point by speaking ill of those He so 
dearly loved. Ah ! these lips of ours, how much grief 
they cost Him, like a fountain sending forth at the 
same place sweet water and bitter ; redeemed at such a 
price for God ; used so often and so lightly for Satan, 
and the tongue to which He left the heavenly embas- 
sage, " speaking the truth in love," set on fire of hell. 

Ah ! the coming judgment-seat, how much of all the 
words we have spoken will stand there the searching 
eye of God. We can speculate about it so easily as to 
its scriptural meaning, and perhaps even look at the 
current of our lives sometimes in its consuming light, 
but we have forgotten that by our words we shall be 
condemned. These words so lightly uttered, yet bring- 
ing from the God of truth the judgment that sets us, 
as to His approval, on the same ground as the fool who 
gaith in his heart, There is no God. 



But all this flows from something within. Low 
thoughts of His love to His saints, and little fellow- 
ship with Him in it. Not grasping in our mesr 
sure the [sympathies that make every wound in the 
members as a two-edged sword to Him, not compre- 
hending the grace that could speak of His disciples in 

His hour of deepest need, as " sleeping for sorrow ; " 
and again, " They believed not for joy ". He meant 
us in our words and ways to " adorn the doctrine ". 
Ah ! how have we misrepresented it to the world I 

But is there no remedy 1 Only one. To get our 
empty vesseb filled again from the living Fountain on 
the Throne, that in fellowship with Him we may 
speak of those whom He has purchased with His own 
blood, remembering how once for us His blessed lips 
drained the cup of wrath and suffering, that the lips 
to which He has brought the cup of blessing mi^t 
" drop as an honeycomb " to His praise. (Can. iv. 11.) 

A, E. W. 



WOMAN'S IQNISTBT IN THE GOSPEL. 



WE give the following extracts from letters, in ordet 
to encourage those who have a desire to win souls 
for Christ, but who imagine that their sphere of useful- 
ness is very restricted. The sister whom the Lord used 
to the conversion of the writer of these letters lives on 
a country road, almost isolated from Christian fellow- 
ship. Her's being one of the first houses to be met 
with for many miles, she is visited by not a few weary 
tramps and beggars : these she regards as the sphere of 
service which the Lord has given her, none of whom 
she ever turns from her door without lovingly seeking 
to meet the need of both body and souL The following 
extracts show how the Lord is faithful to own and 
bless such humble and truly womanly ministry for [ 
Him:— I 

" Dear Madam,— It is now with the greatest pleasure * 
that I am enabled, by the blessing of Grod, to redeem 
my promise to you, to write and let you know the state 
of my heart. But, perhaps (as I don't think I gave you 
my name when I parted from you), I will have to ex- , 
plain who it is that writes^ to you. You will remember ; 
how on Friday morning, 30th May, you kindly gave a \\ 
warm breakfast to a poor tramp (after you had done ,1 
the same kindness to his companion) ; and how yon ' 
spoke so kindly and so earnestly to him regarding the 
welfare of his soul, urging him to come to Jesus by 
simple faith, and trust Him alone and entirely for sal- 
vation ; and how that He loved poor sinners, and is , 
over ready and willing to receive and save to the utter ' 
most all who come unto God through HinL I am tiutt j 
poor tramp ; and I thank God who directed my steps to 
your liouse ; for your kind and earnest pleading was 
under God, the means of breaking my hard heart. I wept t 
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[ felt how great a siimer I was ; that within me there 
waa nothing bat the blackness of darkness. Bat you 
ihowed me how simple was the plan of saltation ; how 
that by simply believing the word of God, and relying 
3n the finished work of Christ Jesus, who once offered 
up Himself for us all, a sacrifice to satisfy Divine jus- 
bice, I could attain everlasting life. I saw it aU then, 
and dete^piined to have Christ for my Saviour. Even 
then I felt a newness of life I had not hitherto expe- 
rienced ; and assured you of havii^ accepted the free 
gift of salvation by Jesus Christ. But after leaving 
you Satan began to be very busy with my souL 'He 
tried to persuade me that I had lyingly professed to 
love Jesus out of gratitude to you for the breakfast 
and the money which you gave me. Then again I was 
in the company of my irreligious companions, and 
heard them blaspheming and talking aU manner of 
iniquity ; and, alas !] I had not the courage to stand up 
for Jesus. I cotdd only groan and pray that God would 
be merciful to me a sinner. How to withdraw myself 
from the evil influence of my companions 1 knew not. 
We came to this town and remained over Saturday 
night, begging the means to pay our lodging. On 
Sabbath, 1st inst. (June), we again started to go to 

C . By this time Satan had well nigh induced 

me to think that I had made a mistake in thinking I 
was saved ; but the Spirit of God strove with me. I 
felt that if I went with my companions, I was going 
away from God. But thank God His Holy Spirit pre- 
vailed. I parted from my companions, and determined 
to go and hear the word of God preached. I went and 

stood opposite the door of the M . Mission Hall 

wishing to go in, yet ashamed on account of my ragged 
clothes. But the Lord put it into the heart of the door- 
keeper to ask me in, and I gladly went. Strange to say, 
the young man who was preaching came to this town — 
a tramp — only fourteen weeks ago. He once professed 
infidel opinions ; but the Lord found him out, and now 
makes him the honoured instrument of bringing others 
to Christ. His text that day was " Preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ ;" and I thank God that I then found 
a renewal of that peace which I first experienced in 
your house; and I now rejoice in full assurance of 
faith, knowing that God will perfect His own work in 
my souL I thank my God that I now experience that 
peace of mind which passeth all understanding ; and 
that I can calmly look around me in this present world, 
knowing that, whatever be my lot here, I have ' an in- 
heritance incorruptible and that passeth not away.' 
Dear Madam, under God, I attribute my conversion to 
your kind words spoken in season, and also to the 

preaching of Mr. E . (the young man referred to). 

I have also derived much spiritual benefit from the 
preaching and conversation of Mr. K , mission- 
ary in this town. May God bless you and them 
with all spiritual blessing, and make you the instru- 
ments in His hands of bringing many souls to Christ. 
Mr . K , and Mr. E , have been very kind to 
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me, having provided me with clothing, and are now 
maintaining me, endeavouring to get me some employ- 
ment in the town. I am sorry to say that their en- 
deavours have not yet been crowned with success ; but 
I trust in God He will take care of me. I commenced 
life as a clerk and book-keeper, in which I have altogether 
had about fourteen years' experience; but, alas ! I gave 
way to drinkf and, step by step, I was brought lower in 
the social scale, tUl I became what you saw me ; and I 
tremble to think what I might have become, had not 
God arrested my steps through you. I am now willing 
to work at anything to start with, so that JI may be 
enabled to provide for myself and do something for 
Christ's cause. As it is, I hope I may be of some use 
in striving to bring others to the Cross. I now know 
something of the love of Jesus in dying for sinners ; 
and that love fills me with a desire to see others saved. 
May God make me a useful labourer in His vineyard. 
I hope that you will pray for me. And now with 
kindest love to all your household, and praying that 
God will shower down richest blessings upon you all, I 
remain, yours very respectfully, 

"A. P." 

A CONFERENCE FOR BELIEVERS 

WILL (D.Y.) be held IK THE 

GOSPEL HALL, St. Paul Street, Aberdeen, 

On THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND SATURDAY, 
1st, 2nd, and 8rd January, 1880. 

The Meetings will commence as follows : — 

THURSDAY. 

From 11 A. M. to 1 P.M., - Prayer, Confession, and PiaiM. 
„ 8 P.M. ,, 5 P.M., - Ministiy of the Word. 
„ 7 P.M., - - - Addresses to Believers. 



FRIDAY. 

From 10 A. M. to 11 a.m., - Prayer. 

„ 11a.m. „ 1p.m., - Ministry of the Word. 

„ 8 P.M. „ 5-80 P. M. Asking and answering Qaestiona.* 

7 P.M., . - • Addresses to Believers. 
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SATURDAY. 

From 10 A.M. to 11 A.M., - Prayer. 

11 A.M. „ 1 P.M., - Ministry of the Word. 
8 P.M. „ 5-80 P.M., Asking and answering Qaestions.* 
7 P.M., - - - Addre^es to Believers, specially 

for the Young. 
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On Lord's Day at 2-80 p.m., Believers will be addreaed ; and 
at 6 in the evening, the Gospel will be preached. 



•WVM^V^VWWW^^^^^^A^i^^kA^'N^N^ 



A Prayer Meeting will be held on Wednesday evening, 

81st December, at 7 o'clock, for God's blessing 

on these Meetings. 

Brethren from all parts are Cordially Invited. 



* QiNstions to be sent is, In wxttixig, an hcrar before these meetliigi UgL^ 
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THE NORTHERN WITNESS. 



[1879. 



THE 

EDINBURGH LEAFLETS. 

On Tinted Paper. Price 8d. per 100, 
post free. 

" Let ffo the Twig." 

"Reader, art thou Born Again?" 

Qod Loves You. 

*' I am Qoing by the Boole" 

The Neglected Letter. 

The Substitute. 

My own Conversion. 

The Banffshire Dying Woman. 

A Religion of Four Letters. 



TINTED SERIES 

OF 

GOSPEL BOOKS, 

For Broadcast pirenlation. 

Royal 82mo, 8 pages. |Price 1/9 per 100, 

post free. 

A Remedy for Every Evil. 

Mary's Mistake. 

•' What will you do with OhHst ? " 

*' I don't believe In your way." 

Waiting God's Time. 

Is your Soul Saved ? 

No Blood— No Remission. 

To him that hath shall be given. 

After this. 

" I always believed In Jesus." 

Bom of Qod. 

No time to Think. 

Nothing but Himself. 

Eternity Dark. 

Hell or Him. 

The Two Distances. 

Who cares for me? 



Royal S2mo, 16 pages. Price 8/6 per 100, 

pcet free. 

Lizzie Ash brook. 

Saved and Taken Home. 

Mistaken Confidence. 

"Is that it? Is it so simple?" 

*' I never knew what Real Happiness was till 

now." 
Atoning Blood. 

*' I never did any harm In my life." 
•• What would I do now if I had not Ohrlst ? " 
'* I don't think I need to be Converted." 
The Cambridge Student. 
A Fifty Year's DifRcuity. 
"This should have been settled before I 

Joined the Church. 
Light out of Darkness : an Indian Ofncer's 

Conversion. 
My Conversion ; or, Saved In a Circus. 



Illust. by Woodcuts (specially prepared). 

A Living Bridge ; or, "We must be Saved." 

The Fatal Props. 

" Herrings for Nothing." 

On White Printing Paper. For the Enqniry 

Meeting, &c. 

The Glorious Gospel. 
Words of Grace and Truth. 



FOUR-PAGE SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 

Price 1/- per 100, poet free. 

Qod's Good News. 

Good Tidings to all. 

** I have a Message from God unto Thee." 



Scripture-Headed Note-Paper. 



PACKET A.— PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 



1. 
2. 



3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 



God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, kc 

God commendeth His love towutl us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 

died for ns. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, bnt that Ho loved us, &c 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
In due time Christ died (or the ungodly. 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 

7. When I see the blood I will pass over you. 

8. Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 

9. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

10. By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God. 
11*. He that believeth on Him is not condemned. 

12. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 

13. I will come again and receive you unto Myself. 

14. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

15. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 

trusteth in Thee. 

16. If we ask anything according to His will. He heareth us. 

17. Be careful for nothing, but in everything hy prayer and supplication, kc 

18. Let the word of Christ dwell in you ricmy m all wisdom. 

19. He shall come to be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe. 

20. Be ye stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, kc. 

21. He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again 

with reioicing bringing his sheaves with him. 

22. Little children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear, we may have con- 

fidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 
28. He that winneth souls is wise. 
24. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also ye are called. 

PACKET B.— PEICE SIXPENCE, POST FREE. 

1. Ye are complete in Him (Col. ii. 10). 

2. Jesus said — It is finished (John xix. 80). 

3. In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path (Prov. iii. 6). 

4. The meek wiil He ^de in judgment and the meek will He teach His Way. 
6. As He is so are we in this world (Ist John iv. 17). 

6. They that feared the Lord spake often one to another (Mai. iii. 16). 

7. Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. viii. 12). 

8. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there bo any more pain ; for the former 
things are passed away (Rev. xxi. 4). 

9. God is not unrighteous to for^t your work and labour of love, kc 

10. He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 

the righteousness of God in Him (2nd Cor. v. 21). 

11. Fear thou not for I am with thee, be not dismayed for I am thy God, kc. 

12. He gave Himself for our sins that He might deliver us from the present evil world. 

13. He hath said, I will never leave, nor foreake thee (Heb. xiii. 15). 

14. All have sinn^ and come short of the glory of God (Rom. iiL 23). 

15. By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight (Rom. iii. 20). 

16. All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, kc 

17. He hath made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph. i. 6). 

18. Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

19. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm cziz. 105). 

20. I am crucified with Christ (GaL iL 20). 

21. As ye have received Clirist Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him (Col. iL 6). 

22. Now are ye light in the Lord — walk as children of light (Eph. v. 8). 

23. My grace is si^cient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness. 

24. God is able to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye, kc 
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